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TAMIL NADU 
➢ The forest department - will start the census of lion-tailed macaques in the 

Pollachi division of Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR) in the first week of 
October. 

 

 
 
✓ The population of lion-tailed macaques in the Valparai region will be estimated in 

collaboration with the Nature Conservation Foundation. 
✓ It will be the first enumeration of the endangered primate in ATR 
✓ The move is aimed at recording the population dynamics and breeding potential of 

the drastically declining species on a regular and long-term basis. 
✓ Lion-tailed macaque (Macaca silenus) is a primate endemic to small and severely 

fragmented rainforests of the Western Ghats in Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu 

✓ It continues to be in the ‘endangered’ category in the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. 

✓ The latest conservation status of the primate was updated in the IUCN database 
recently based on technical reports over the years from a group of researchers 
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✓ As per the technical report, the total wild population of the lion-tailed macaque 
could be about 4,000 individuals consisting of less than 2,500 mature individuals 
in seven different locations in the three States.  

✓ The population is expected to undergo an estimated decline of over 20% in the 
next 25 years due to varied reasons including hunting, road-kills and habitat loss 

✓ Though the conservation status of the lion-tailed macaques had improved from 
‘endangered’ in the first assessment in 1990 to ‘vulnerable’ in 1994, its status has 
remained ‘endangered’ since 1996. 

 
➢ The Department of tribal welfare – has announced a new fun-based learning 

programme to teach English language to tribal school dropouts in the state  
✓ Under the new initiative, the department would offer a three-year ‘Joyful English’ 

programme in 131 schools in the interior regions of tribal habitations in the state. 
✓ Earlier, the programme was launched in 25 government tribal residential (GTR) 

schools in Coimbatore, Villupuram, Salem and Tiruvannamalai districts a year 
ago.  

✓ It was carried out by Karadi Path Education Company (KPEC), which offered the 
course under its CSR activities 

✓ The programme turned out to be a major success among the students of the 25 
schools 

✓ To increase the outreach of the programme, the tribal welfare department has 
entered into a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the firm to continue the 
programme in 106 additional primary schools and 25 middle schools in the state 

✓ The three-year programme would kick start this academic year.  
✓ The government passed an order recently, allocating Rs 4.34 crore for the 

programme.  
✓ Moving away from conventional methods, the students, under the new 

programme, are taught the language naturally using music, reading techniques, 
storytelling and theatre methods.  

✓ The deep listening ecosystem and read-along audiobooks will enable children to 
read English effortlessly going forward 

✓ Further, the teachers are also taught about innovative teaching methods like using 
‘theatre’ as a medium to teach the subject interestingly 

✓ Each academic year, 72 sessions would be conducted for the students during the 
regular school hours.  

 
➢ On September 26, Tamil Nadu – reported 5,647 new Covid-19 cases and 85 

deaths, taking the case tally to 5,75,017 and death toll to 9,233 
✓ There are 46,336 patients still under treatment as ‘active cases’ in the state 
✓ Till now, a total of 5,19,448 persons have recovered from the viral infection, after 

the discharge of 5,612 persons on the day.  
✓ The state has a recovery rate of more than 90% and case fatality rate at below 

1.6% 
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✓ Chennai, the worst affected district continued to report more than 1,000 fresh 

cases, with 1187 fresh cases alongwith 23 deaths. 
✓ Its neighbouring districts, Chengalpet (259), Tiruvallur (235), and Kancheepuram 

(148) together reported 642 cases.  
✓ Coimbatore (656) had the second highest number of fresh cases after Chennai, 

while Salem and Cuddalore reported 296 and 212 cases respectively. 
✓ Another 94,037 samples were tested in the State on the day, taking the tally of 

samples tested in the State to 70,04,558. 
 
➢ Madras Management Association (MMA) - won the ‘Best Management 

Association in India’ award for 2019-20.  
✓ The award was presented in an online event by Sanjay Kirloskar, president, All-

India Management Association (AIMA) as part of AIMA’s 47th National 
Management Convention. 

✓ Every year, AIMA’s jury selects management associations in the country that have 
set the standards in building professional capability and execution excellence.  

✓ MMA topped the category by winning the most votes this year.  
✓ This is for the 11th time in a row MMA has won the award. 

 

STATES 
➢ West Bengal government – has announced the resumption of cinemas, 

plays, jatras, musical and dance recitals as well as magic shows from 
October 1, following a six-month break 

✓ This was announced by the state chief minister Mamata Banerjee in a tweet on 
September 26 

✓ The shows shall be allowed to function with 50 participants or less, subject to 
adherence to physical distancing norms, wearing of masks and compliance to 
precautionary protocols 

✓ At present, Bengal has 200 single screens and 60 multiplexes.  
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✓ With cinemas shut for six months, most releases have been on OTT.  
✓ At present there are some 60 professional jatra groups operating in Chitpur.  

 
➢ The Uttar Pradesh government - has launched a unified portal called ‘U-

Rise’- Unified Re-imagined Innovation For Student Empowerment.  
 

 
 

✓ The portal will guide students in learning, career counselling, and getting 
employment in the state.  

✓ The portal has been developed by Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam Technical University. 
✓ It was launched by the state Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow on 

September 24. 
✓ With this, Uttar Pradesh has become the first state to launch a unified portal along 

with the implementation of National Education Policy (NEP) -2020. 
✓ The portal is aimed at providing students with practical and technical knowledge. 
✓ Around 20 lakh students and technical experts will get benefitted from this portal 

in getting vocational and technical education. 
✓ The e-content, e-library, and online courses from this portal will be accessible by 

students even in the remote areas of the state. 
✓ The NEP-2020 was approved by the Union Cabinet on 29 July 2020.  
✓ It replaces the National Policy on Education, 1986.  
✓ The policy provides a comprehensive framework for elementary education to 

higher education, including the vocational training in both rural and urban India.  
✓ It is aimed at transforming India’s education system by 2030. 

 
➢ The Asian Development Bank (ADB) - has approved a $300 million (about Rs 

2,200 crore) loan to develop the inclusive water supply, sanitation 
infrastructure and services in secondary towns of Rajasthan. 

✓ The project will improved water supply services for about 5.7 lakh people in at 
least 8 secondary towns by the year 2027 

✓ Further, it will enhance sanitation services for about 7.2 lakh people in at least 14 
secondary towns having a population of less than one lakh people. 
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✓ Under the project, citywide sanitation systems will be developed which will be 
based on the most cost-effective solutions. 

✓ A corporate entity, Infrastructure Corporation Ltd will be established with the 
support of ADB for monitoring the progress of the work 

✓ The project will provide support to women and vulnerable groups by providing 
them skills training, paid internships, community engagement and awareness 
activities. 

✓ The current project is the third one under the “Rajasthan Urban Sector 
Development Programme” to implement the water supply and sanitation drives in 
six major cities. 

✓ The Rajasthan government had already implemented two multi-sector urban 
investment projects supported by ADB since 2000.  

✓ The projects have benefited more than 70 lakh people in 21 cities.  
 
➢ Telangana – to launch a new online portal for accessing all land records in 

the state 
✓ Dharani, an online portal which is a single platform for accessing all records 

related to lands in Telangana, will be launched on Vijayadasami day.  
✓ It was developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC) 
✓ The launch of the portal will also mark resumption of land registrations which were 

suspended since September 7. 
 

NATIONAL 
➢ On September 26, Prime Minister Narendra Modi – virtually addressed the 

75th session of the UN General Assembly 
 

 
 

✓ In his pre-recorded message spoken in Hindi, the PM’s first speech at the UNGA 
focused on three main topics –  
✓ UN reforms,  
✓ using the vaccine production and delivery capacities of India for the benefit 

of the entire world, and  
✓ a subtle message to China — that India's friendship with any country is not 

targeted at a third country  
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✓ During his speech, the PM wondered how long India was going to be kept out of 
the decision-making bodies of UN despite its large population and successful 
democracy.  

✓ This was in reference to India’s long-standing quest for a permanent seat at the 
United Nations Security Council. 

✓ While Pakistan PM, Imran Khan, had targeted India on the Kashmir issue in his 
address a day earlier, PM Modi ignored Pakistan altogether while mentioning the 
need to counter terrorism and drugs in his speech  

✓ The PM also added that India was also the country that had lost the maximum 
number of soldiers in the course of about 50 UN peacekeeping missions.  

✓ He further announced that the Indian government is moving ahead with Phase 3 
clinical trials of Covid-19 vaccine within the country and in the neighbourhood 

✓ Significantly, even as the border situation with China remains tense, the PM said 
any “gesture of friendship” by India towards one country is not against someone 
else and that its approach towards the Indo-Pacific is guided by a desire for 
security and growth for all.  

✓ The PM also sought to know where the UN was in the joint fight against the novel 
coronavirus.  

 
➢ On September 26, Shiromani Akali Dal - announced its decision to break its 

24-year-old alliance with BJP  
✓ The move comes less than 10 days after it pulled out of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s government with the resignation of Harsimrat Kaur Badal over the passage 
of three agri-marketing bills in Parliament. 

✓ The alliance between SAD and BJP was formed just after the parliamentary 
elections of 1996 

✓ It was increasingly under stress as the SAD party was facing immense pressure 
from its main vote base, the farmers, to completely cut ties with BJP. 

✓ SAD’s decision to pull out of the National Democratic Alliance was decided 
unanimously at an emergency meeting of its core committee, the party’s highest 
decision-making body.  

✓ After the three-hour meeting, SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal said the centre 
did not listen to it on honouring the sentiments of farmers.  

✓ He described the three agri-marketing bills as “lethal and disastrous for the 
already beleaguered farmers” 

✓ The SAD becomes the third major NDA ally to pull out of the alliance after the 
Shiv Sena and the TDP. 

 
➢ On September 25, the Road transport ministry – allowed the drivers to use 

hand held devices (mobile phones) only for navigation while driving 
vehicles, by fixing the device on the dashboard of the vehicle 

✓ Further, the ministry allowed use of digital documents such as driving licence, 
permits, registration, insurance and fitness certificates 
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✓ The ministry’s notification strives to ensure smoother verification of documents 
and recording of violations electronically 

✓ These rules will come into effect from October 1. 
 
➢ On September 26, India – reported 89,104 fresh Covid-19 infections, taking 

the cumulative casecount to 59,88,643 
✓ The day’s death again crossed 1,100, with 1,131 fatalities reported in the country.  
✓ However, active cases continued to fall, with the count staying at 9,63,843, as on 

date. 
✓ Maharashtra reported the maximum number of cases with over 20,000 
✓ It was followed by Karnataka with 8,811 fresh cases and Andhra Pradesh, which 

reported 7,293 cases 
✓ Kerala reported a surge in cases with 7,006 new infections, along with Odisha 

(4,356 new cases) and Rajasthan 2,045. 
 
➢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi – will inaugurate the world's longest high 

altitude tunnel, Atal Rohtang tunnel at Rohtang Pass on Leh-Manali 
Highway in Himachal Pradesh on October 3, 2020  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
✓ The tunnel will provide all-weather connectivity to the Lahaul valley of Himachal 

Pradesh 
✓ The valley is totally cut-off from the rest of the country during the harsh winter 

season owing to heavy snowfall atop the closed-down dreaded 13,058-foot-high 
Rohtang pass. 

✓ The tunnel has CCTV cameras installed at every 60 meters for monitoring 
purpose & emergency exit tunnels have been provided for at every 500 meters. 
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✓ The world's longest highway tunnel above 10,000 feet, has been completed in 10 
years & connects Kullu and Lahaul valleys in Himachal Pradesh. 

✓ The total length of the tunnel is almost 9 kms.  
✓ It will reduce the road distance to the Lahaul valley and beyond by 46 km and the 

travel time too will be reduced by 4 hours.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ The tunnel will also help cut the travel time drastically between Manali and Leh, 
and it will be easier to complete the entire journey in a single day.  

✓ It also aims to provide better connectivity to the armed forces in reaching the 
border areas in Ladakh 

✓ The original time frame to finish the construction when work first began in 2010 
was 6 years 

✓ Atal Tunnel has been named after the former Prime Minister of India, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee 

✓ The then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had laid the foundation stone of the 
road for the south portal of the tunnel in 2002 

 
➢ The Centre - recently sanctioned 670 Electric buses and 241 charging 

stations under phase II of Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric 
Vehicles (FAME) Scheme.  

✓ The 670 electric buses have been sanctioned for Goa (250), Maharashtra (240), 
Chandigarh (80), and Gujarat (250), while the charging stations have been 
allotted in Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala, and Port Blair 

✓ In Tamil Nadu, 25 charging stations have been sanctioned for Tiruchirappalli 
✓ The scheme was launched to enhance the electric mobility in the country. 
✓ The second phase of the scheme was launched in 2019 

✓ It has a budget allocation of Rs. 10,000 crore, which includes Rs. 1,000 
crore exclusively for setting up charging stations in major city clusters 

✓ The scheme has to be implemented for a period of three years from 2019 to 
2022.  
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✓ Under the second phase, the centre has planned to incentivize 5 lakh three 
wheelers, 35,000 four wheelers and 7,000 electric buses. 

✓ The FAME scheme aims at the electrification of public transportation by providing 
incentives for three wheelers and four wheelers, including the vehicles fitted with 
advanced batteries such as Lithium Ion batteries. 
✓ It was launched to achieve the goals of National Electric Mobility Mission 

Plan, 2020 
✓ It aims to check the environmental pollution and for a better fuel security 

✓ In the Phase-I of the FAME Scheme which was up to March 31, 2019, about 
2,80,987 electric and hybrid vehicles were supported by way of demand incentive, 
which amounted to about Rs. 359 crores.  
✓ Further, 520 charging stations were also sanctioned a budget of Rs. 43 

crore in cities such as Chandigarh, Bengaluru, NCR of Delhi, and Jaipur. 
✓ The scheme seeks to establish 2,700 charging stations in metro cities, 

smart cities and in cities having population more than 1 million. 
 
➢ On September 25, the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana, 

“Saubhagya” - has completed three years since its inception. 
 

 
 

✓ The scheme was launched on September 25, 2017 by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.  

✓ It aims 100% universal electrification of all households in rural and urban areas of 
the country. 

✓ The government also launched a website ‘saubhagya.gov.in’ to provide 
information about the scheme. 

✓ The scheme was launched with an estimate of Rs.16,320 crore. 
✓ Out of this, Rs.14,000 crore has been set aside for rural households while for the 

urban households 2,295 crore rupees has been allocated. 
✓ The beneficiary households have been identified though the Socio-economic and 

Caste Census (SECC) of 2011.  
✓ Eligible households are getting electricity for free, while others are being charged 

Rs. 500.  
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✓ The beneficiary household gets one LED light and one DC power plug.  
✓ They would also get Repair and Maintenance of Meter Only (R&M) for 5 years. 
✓ As of June 2019, 91% or over 2.62 crore of rural Indian households have received 

electricity access through the scheme.  
 
➢ The Serum Institute of India (SII) - has committed to producing about 100 

million doses of Oxford Vaccine ‘Covishield’ for India and 92 other low 
income countries 

✓ The production of the vaccine is partly aided by a $150-million fund by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 

✓ The SII has begun phase-3 trials of the vaccine candidate, Covishield, this month 
✓ The Covid-19 vaccines being tested are only being administered in healthy adult 

volunteers to check for safety and efficacy. 
✓ Once the trials are proven safe and efficacious in adults, the vaccines can be re-

purposed for children. 
✓ The cost of the vaccine is expected to be around Rs. 140 to Rs. 210, as per the 

initial indications by the Institute 
✓ Those in the national immunisation programme will get it free. 
✓ India’s mission Indradhanush, or the national immunisation programme, provides 

free vaccines against 12 vaccine-preventable diseases mostly to children and the 
pregnant 

✓ The SII vaccine has been developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University. 

 
➢ The Reserve Bank of India – has proposed to introduce a “Positive Pay 

System” from January 2021.  
✓ The system intends to make the cheque payment process more secure.  
✓ It will make mandatory to re-confirm key details of cheques for the payments 

beyond Rs 50,000. 
✓ As per the new system, the issuer of the cheque will now have to submit details of 

the cheque including the name of the beneficiary, date, amount of the drawee 
bank through internet banking, mobile app or ATM. 

✓ These details will be cross-checked by the banks before the cheque is presented 
for payment. 

✓ If there are discrepancies in the ‘Cheque Truncation System’ (CTS), redressal 
measures would be followed. 

✓ The ICICI bank has been using this system since 2016. 
✓ The “Positive Pay” feature in ‘Cheque Truncation System’ is being developed by 

the National Payments Corporation of India.   
✓ RBI would also set up an innovation hub and an online dispute mechanism to 

ease the usage of the system.  
✓ Under the Dispute Resolution Mechanism at ‘Cheque Truncation System’ (CTS), 

only those cheques would be accepted that are compliant with the Positive Pay 
System. 
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✓ CTS is an image-based cheque clearing system that was launched in 2010.  
✓ Under this, cheques are cleared digitally by matching and verifying the data. 

INTERNATIONAL 
➢ The World Bank - has approved a $200 million loan for Bangladesh to 

improve access to safe water and sanitation services in the rural areas of 
the country.  

✓ The Bangladesh Rural Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) project will help 6 
lakh people to get access to clean water through piped water schemes in rural 
areas. 

✓ It also envisages providing sanitation services to over 3.6 million rural people in 
Bangladesh. 

✓ The aim of the project is to prevent diseases like diarrhea and improve nutrition, 
health and reduce stunting among children under five.  

✓ Under the project, more than 2500 hand washing stations will be set up in public 
places. 

✓ It will also set up overhead tanks for running water and sanitation facilities. 
✓ The loan has been provided as 30 year concessional credit which has a grace 

period of five years.  
✓ The credit comes from the World Bank’s International Development Association 

(IDA).  
✓ Bangladesh currently has the largest ongoing IDA program worth over USD 13.5 

billion. 
✓ The International Development Association (IDA) is an international financial 

institution under the World Bank.  
✓ It offers concessional loans and grants to the world’s poorest developing 

countries.  
✓ Established in 1960, it has its headquarters in Washington, D.C., United 

States.  
✓ It was established with an objective to help the existing International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development by lending to developing countries having the 
lowest gross national income.   

✓ The International Development Association and International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development are collectively called as the World Bank. 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
➢ On September 26, the India-Sri Lanka virtual bilateral summit - was held 

between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Sri Lankan PM Mahinda 
Rajapaksa.  

✓ The Prime Minister congratulated the Sri Lankan PM for the victory of his party in 
the Sri Lankan elections.  
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✓ This is the first time that PM Modi holding a bilateral meeting with the 
neighborhood amidst the Covid-19 pandemic 

✓ The two leaders discussed various bilateral and regional issues, including 
measures to strengthen economic, defence and security cooperation 

✓ During the meeting, PM Modi said that the relation between India and Sri Lanka is 
thousands of years old. 

✓ He mentioned about the special priority given to relations between India and Sri 
Lanka under the India’s neighborhood first policy and the SAGAR doctrine. 

✓ The Prime Minister urged full implementation of a constitutional provision by the 
new Sri Lankan government to ensure devolution of powers to the minority Tamil 
community 
✓ The PM also emphasised that implementation of the 13th amendment to the 

Sri Lankan Constitution is essential for carrying forward the process of 
peace and reconciliation. 

✓ He also announced a $15 million grant to the island nation for promotion of 
Buddhist ties and promised to consider Colombo’s request for delayed debt 
repayment and a $1 billion currency swap arrangement 

✓ PM Mahinda Rajapaksa highlighted that the recent joint operation between India 
and Sri Lanka to control the fire on MT New Diamond ship.  

✓ India’s neighborhood first policy actively focuses on improving the ties with India’s 
immediate neighbors.  

✓ Under the policy, India has extended a $250 million loan to the Maldives recently 
to overcome economic difficulties faced due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

✓ The Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) Doctrine is India’s policy 
of maritime cooperation in the Indian Ocean region.  

 
➢ On September 22, India-UK Water Partnership Forum – was held through a 

video conference 
✓ The meeting discussed about the strategies to collaborate on the issues 

pertaining to infrastructure development and water conservation 
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✓ Indian High Commissioner to United Kingdom, GaitriIssar Kumar delivered the 
inaugural address for the talks between the two countries. 

✓ Besides, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will also be signed between 
Ganga and the British water agencies. 

✓ The Forum will be highlighting the strategic partnership methodology between the 
two countries in order to develop the 21st-century water infrastructure in India. 

✓ The meeting also discussed centre’s various water conservation programme and 
other policies such as Jal Jeeva Mission, Namami Gange Programme, and 
Swachh Bharat Mission. 

✓ It also highlighted the business and investment opportunities in the Indian water 
sector. 

✓ The event concluded with a special address by Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director 
General, National Mission for Clean Ganga. 

 
➢ On September 26, senior officials from the Foreign Ministries of the Quad 

group of countries - met virtually through video conferencing.  
✓ This meeting was held during the United Nations high level week as part of their 

periodic consultations on the Indo-Pacific region. 
✓ The officials discussed about the cooperation in ongoing and proposed projects in 

the areas of connectivity and infrastructure development  
✓ They also decided to promote the use of trusted vendors, considering the 

importance of digital connectivity and secure networks 
✓ This was specifically meant for the  fifth generation (5G) networks, in the wake of 

U.S. sanctions against Chinese networking major, Huawei 
✓ The Quad officials also discussed counter-terrorism, cyber security, maritime 

security and quality infrastructure in the region. 
✓ The officials also agreed to recognize ASEAN’s leadership in the architecture of 

the Indo-Pacific region 
✓ Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had also articulated an inclusive vision for 

the Indo Pacific in 2018 at the Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore.  
✓ The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) is also known as the Quad. 

✓ It is an informal strategic forum that includes the United States, Japan, 
Australia and India.  

✓ The forum was initiated in 2007 by Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe.  
✓ The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional 

intergovernmental organization that comprises of ten countries of Southeast Asia 
✓ The 10 countries are Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam and one Observer – 
Papua New Guinea.  

✓ The organization promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates 
economic, military, political, security, educational and socio-cultural integration 
among the members and other countries in Asia region. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
➢ Researches – have identified growing evidence that Vitamin D could help in 

the fight against Covid-19.  
✓ Accordingly, adequate levels of the Sunshine Vitamin, as it is called, could protect 

a person against Covid-19 or reduce its severity among infected patients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
✓ As per a study published in PLOS ONE medical journal by Boston University 

School of Medicine, Covid-19 patients with 25-hydroxyvitamin D level of 30 ng/mL 
(nanogram per millilitre) in blood had a lower risk of low oxygen called hypoxia, or 
death.  

✓ This study provides direct evidence that Vitamin D sufficiency can reduce the 
complications, including the cytokine storm (release of too many proteins into the 
blood too quickly) and ultimately death from Covid-19 

✓ These patients also had lower inflammation levels and higher lymphocytes (a type 
of immune cell to fight infection). 

✓ Vitamin D is advised for patients with various conditions, ranging from arthritis to 
tuberculosis.  

✓ Further, Vitamin D helps reduce the severity of respiratory infections, including 
pneumonia 

DEFENCE 
➢ On September 23, India - successfully conducted the night testing of the 

indigenous Prithvi II short range ballistic missile at the Chandipur Integrated 
Test Range, Odisha 
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✓ The missile, developed by Defence Research Development Organization, attained 
the range of 350 km. 

✓ Various electro optical tracking systems, radars and telemetry stations of Defense 
Research and development Organizations (DRDO) traced the trajectory of the 
missile. 

✓ The strategic Force Command of Army and scientists of DRDO successfully 
carried out the launch operations. 

✓ The Prithvi II is a single-stage liquid-fueled missile with a maximum warhead 
mounting capability of 500 kg. 
✓ It was first test-fired on 27 January 1996 with a range of 250 km. 
✓ The missile is intended to be used by the Indian Air Force 

✓ Prithvi is a short-range surface to surface ballistic missile that has been 
indigenously developed under the Integrated Guided Missile Development (IGMD) 
Programme by DRDO 

✓ It has 3 variants - 
✓ Prithvi I (SS-150) – Army version 
✓ Prithvi II (SS-250) – Air Force version 
✓ Prithvi III (SS-350) – Naval version 

✓ The IGMD programme was started under the leadership of the former President 
Dr. Abdul Kalam in 1983 

✓ It was launched in order to achieve self-sufficiency in the development and 
production of wide range of ballistic missiles and surface-to-air missiles.  

✓ The programme has ended in 2008.  
✓ The four main projects under the programme includes - 

✓ Prithvi - It is a Short Range Surface-to-Surface missile. 
✓ Trishul - It is a Short Range Low-level surface to air missile. 
✓ Akash - It is a Medium Range Surface-to-air Missile. 
✓ Nag - It is a Third Range anti-tank Missile. 

 
➢ On September 26, the Defense Research Development Organization (DRDO) 

- has commenced the mass production of Pinaka rockets  
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✓ Earlier, the Authority Holding Sealed Particulars (AHSP) has handed over the 
Pinaka weapon system production project to Directorate-General of Quality 
Assurance. 

✓ The AHSP is responsible for collecting and analyzing defense items 
✓ The Pinaka missile system has a range of 37.5 kilometers. 

✓ These are launched from multi barrel rocket launcher which is capable of 
launching 12 Rockets in 44 seconds. 

✓ The system was designed and developed by Armament Research and 
Development Establishment, a Pune-based DRDO lab. 

✓ Recently, an upgraded Pinaka system with a range of over 90 km was test fired. 
✓ The Pinaka was started being developed by the Defense Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO) in 1980s. 
✓ The project was started as an alternative to the multi-barrel rocket launching 

systems of Russian make called Grad.  
✓ The first successful test of the project was done in 1990 with the successful 

tests of Pinaka Mark-1.  
✓ The missile was first used during the Kargil War of 1999. 

ECONOMY 
➢ Global investment firm KKR – has announced an investment of Rs 5,550 

crore into Reliance Retail ventures Limited (RRVL) for buying a 1.28% equity 
stake on a fully diluted basis.  

✓ The announcement was made by Reliance Industries Limited recently 
✓ This is the second major investment in Reliance Retail in the past month.  
✓ Earlier, American private equity player Silver Lake invested Rs 7,500 crore into 

Reliance Retail Ventures to buy a 1.75% Stake. 
✓ This is also KKR’s second investment in a subsidiary of Reliance Industries 
✓ Earlier this year, KKR had invested Rs 11,367 crore in Jio Platforms for a 2.32% 

stake. 
✓ KKR’s investment values Reliance Retail at a pre-money equity value of Rs 4.21 

lakh crore.  
✓ Reliance Retail operates India’s largest, fastest-growing and most profitable retail 

business.  
✓ It manages supermarkets, consumer electronics chain store, cash and carry 

wholesaler, fast-fashion outlets and online grocery store JioMart. 
✓ Reliance Retail’s acquisition of Future Group's retail business added about 1,700 

large stores to RIL's already existing 11,806 stores in its retail segment  
✓ The merger had also increased its organised retail revenue market share by 

around 5%. 
✓ Besides Silver Lake and KKR, the other investors in Jio Platforms include 

Facebook, Google, Vista Equity Partners, General Atlantic and Abu Dhabi's 
sovereign wealth fund Mubadala. 
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AWARDS 
➢ On September 24, Kerala - has won the United Nations Interagency Task 

Force (UNIATF) 2020 award  
 

 
 

✓ The award recognises the excellent contribution of the state towards the non-
communicable diseases-related sustainable development goals. 

✓ The World Health Organisation (WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus announced the award on prevention and control of non-
communicable diseases. 

✓ The award seeks to recognise the achievements during 2019 on the multisectoral 
action in the control and prevention of mental health, NCDs (Non-Communicable 
Diseases), and the wider NCD-related Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 

✓ This is the first time that Kerala has been selected for the annual award.  
✓ According to the state government, the award was recognition of the lifestyle 

diseases control mechanism in Kerala and of the free services and treatment 
received by a large section of the population. 

✓ In addition, the cancer treatment program, the state-of-the-art lung disease control 
program, and the paralysis control program were also considered for the award.  

✓ Kerala is also chosen among the seven ministries of health across the world. 

OBITUARY 
➢ Isher Judge Ahluwalia, acclaimed economist and public policy thinker (74 

years) 
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✓ Renowned economist Isher Judge Ahluwalia passed away on September 26 after 
a 10-month-long battle with aggressive brain cancer  

✓ She was known for her work on industrial development, macroeconomic reforms 
and urban infrastructure policy. 

✓ Isher was married to Montek Singh Ahluwalia, former deputy chairperson of the 
Planning Commission 

✓ In 1984, she was offered a chance to work with the government as deputy 
economic advisor in the industry ministry but turned it down.  

✓ She was the ninth of eleven siblings in a conservative Punjabi family that ran a 
small pickle business. 

✓ Being excellent in academics bagging scholarships, she studied at Presidency 
College, Delhi School of Economics and finally, the influential economics 
department at MIT for her PhD, where her advisor was the Nobel-winning Paul 
Samuelson. 

✓ In 1970, while she was writing her dissertation and interning at the IMF in 
Washington, she met Montek Singh Ahluwalia, who was then at the World Bank 

✓ She married him and moved back to India. 
✓ She worked at the Centre for Policy Research, and later as chairperson of the 

think tank, Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations 
(ICRIER), which she built into a redoubtable institution.  

✓ Isher Ahluwalia was ICRIER’s chairperson for a period of 15 years till she 
resigned last month, citing her declining health.  

✓ She was the director and chief executive of the think tank between 1998 and 
2002. 

✓ Isher Ahluwalia had led a high-level expert group on urban infrastructure and 
services for the Centre between 2008 and 2011. 

✓ She was awarded the third-highest civilian award Padma Bhushan in 2009 for her 
services in the field of education and literature. 

✓ Her book on ‘Industrial growth in India’, dealing with the loosening of socialist 
controls, was published in 1985. 

✓ Another book on the productivity and growth in Indian manufacturing was 
published in 1991. 

✓ In her memoir, Breaking Through, she described her friendships with women from 
the corporate world, like Kiran Mazumdar Shaw and Sudha Murty.  

 

RANKINGS 
➢ Bengaluru – is ranked as the best city for science in India as per the latest 

rankings of Nature’s Top 100 Science Cities  
✓ Bengaluru was ranked at 97th position (as against 93 in the last rankings) 
✓ The only other Indian city to figure in the Top 100 rankings was Kolkata, which 

was ranked at 99th position, as against 121 in the last rankings. 
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✓ The list is topped by Beijing, followed by New York, Boston, San Francisco and 
Shanghai. 

✓ Mumbai dropped by four places, from 128 to 132, while Delhi-NCR took a huge 
fall from 145 to 163 and Pune, which had figured at the 169th place last time, did 
not make it to the top 200 this time. 

✓ An ideal science city shall have large concentration of research institutions and 
specialist science facilities with a considerable research and development 
spending and an ability to attract global science talent, as per the Nature report.  

 

 


