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TAMIL NADU 
➢ On September 15, the Tamil Nadu government - introduced a Bill to reserve 

7.5% of seats in UG medical courses for government school students, who 
clear NEET 

✓ This would apply to undergraduate programmes in medicine, dentistry, Indian 
medicine and homoeopathy and would not apply to seats under the all-India 
quota. 

✓ The Bill was introduced by the chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami 
 

 
 

✓ The government runs 3,054 out of 7,968 higher secondary schools in the state 
and has 3.4 lakh students studying in class XII, which is 41% of the total strength.  

✓ Of the 4,043 state quota MBBS seats, the government school students get only 
0.15% of the seats 

✓ The horizontal quota of 7.5% will ensure equal justice, with more than 300 seats 
going to the government school students in UG medical courses 

✓ Students who studied from Class VI to Higher Secondary Course in government 
schools, including Corporation schools, municipal schools, Adi Dravidar and Tribal 
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Welfare schools, Kallar Reclamation schools and Forest Department schools and 
those managed by government departments would benefit from this legislation. 

✓ The reservation was provided based on the recommendation of a commission 
headed by P. Kalaiyarasan, a retired High Court judge 

✓ The committee was constituted by the government in March 
✓ It was mandated to assess and analyse the reasons for the lower number of 

government school students in medical admission. 
✓ In its report, the committee had observed that there was a big gap between 

government school students and private school students due to socio-economic 
factors such as caste, wealth, parental occupation, parental education, gender 
etc., 

✓ The commission recommended that 10% of seats can be set apart to students 
from class VI to class XII. 

✓ In the last nine years, the state government had increased the number of UG 
medical seats by 1,400. 

✓ An additional 1,650 seats are guaranteed in the coming years due to the opening 
of 11 more medical colleges for which foundation has been laid. 

 
➢ The State - will launch an Integrated and Inclusive Public Grievance CM 

Helpline Management System to address the grievances of the general 
public 

✓ This was announced by Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami in the Assembly 
on September 15. 

✓ A help desk would be set up in the first phase, and would be expanded if needed, 
as announced by the CM 

✓ The helpdesk would coordinate various forums, as multiple petitions are submitted 
by the same persons at the district and State levels 

 
➢ The current year, 2020 — may create a “record of sorts” with the 15th 

Assembly having the lowest number of sittings in a year. 
✓ This year, the House met only on 23 days, including the first two days of the 

ongoing monsoon session.  
✓ September 16 is going to be the last day for the current round of sittings. 
✓ The average number of sittings per year ranged from 50 to 68, during the period 

of 1952-1991 (up to the end of the Ninth Assembly).  
✓ The highest average of 68.4 was reported during June 1980-November 1984 

when the House met on 301 days. 
✓ The trend of the State legislature meeting for lesser days began with the 10th 

Assembly (1991-96).  
✓ Since then, the average number of sittings exceeded the 50-day mark only once 

— during 1996-2001. 
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✓ The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2000-02) 
had concluded that the Houses of State legislatures with less than 70 members 
should meet for at least 50 days a year and other Houses at least 90 days. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ The Commission was headed by former Chief Justice of India M.N. 
Venkatachaliah 

 

➢ On September 15, Tamil Nadu – reported 5,697 more Covid-19 cases and 68 
deaths 

✓ With this, the state’s cumulative case count remains at 5,14,208, while the 
cumulative death toll touched 8,502 

✓ The state has 46,806 persons as ‘active cases’ as on date, after the discharge of 
5,735 people on the day 

✓ With this, 4.58 lakh persons have been discharged in the State. 
✓ The capital, Chennai continue to report the maximum cases with 989 and 12 

deaths 
✓ Its neighbours Chengalpet (324), Kancheepuram (198) and Tiruvallur (283) 

together reported 805 cases and nine deaths. 
✓ Further, Coimbatore reported 485 cases, while Salem, Cuddalore and Tirupur 

accounted for 292, 268 and 262 cases respectively. 
✓ A total of 80,623 samples were tested in the last 24 hours.  
✓ With this, the total number of samples tested so far has crossed 60 lakh. 
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NATIONAL 
➢ India - has won a seat at the prestigious UN Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) as member of the UN Commission on the Status of Women 
✓ It is the principal global body focussed on gender equality and women 

empowerment 
✓ India’s main competitor China, failed to garner even half the votes, in the Asia-

Pacific States category.  
✓ The UN Commission on the Status of Women is a functional commission of 

ECOSOC. 
✓ The first plenary meeting of the 2021 session of ECOSOC was held in the 

General Assembly Hall on September 14 
✓ The 54-member ECOSOC held elections for two seats in the Asia-Pacific States 

category with Afghanistan, India and China in the fray. 
✓ Afghanistan, which is led by Ambassador Adela Raz at the UN, garnered 39 votes 

and India got 38 votes of the 54 ballots cast.  
✓ China, despite being a permanent member of the UN Security Council, got only 

27 votes and could not even cross the halfway mark and failed to get the required 
majority of 28 votes. 

✓ The election of the country to the prestigious seat was announced by India’s 
Permanent Representative to the UN T S Tirumurti through a tweet. 

✓ This year, the 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, that 
was held in Beijing in 1995, is being commemorated around the world  

✓ India and Afghanistan will join Argentina, Austria, Dominican Republic, Israel, 
Latvia, Nigeria, Turkey and Zambia, which were elected by acclamation, to the 
Commission on the Status of Women 

✓ These countries will serve in the UN Commission for a four-year term beginning 
from 2021 until 2025 

 
➢ On September 15, Lok Sabha - unanimously passed a bill approving a 30% 

cut in MPs’ salaries “to meet exigencies” arising out of the coronavirus 
pandemic  

✓ The support for salary cut was unanimous and parliamentary affairs minister 
Pralhad Joshi thanked the House.  

✓ The savings from the salary cut would only amount to ₹54 crore that can be used 
for the pandemic control work 

✓ Interestingly, an amendment to the bill moved by Saugata Roy of Trinamool 
Congress, asking for 35% cut instead of the proposed 30%, was defeated through 
a voice vote. 

 
➢ The Lok Sabha - passed the Essential Commodities Amendment Bill by a 

voice vote on September 15.  
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✓ The Bill proposes to deregulate the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onions, except in the 
case of extraordinary circumstances. 

✓ The Bill is meant to replace an ordinance promulgated in June, in the wake of the 
Covid-19 lockdown. 

✓ As per the Bill, stock limits can only be imposed if retail prices surge 50% above 
the average in the case of non-perishables and 100% in the case of perishables. 

 
➢ The ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package insurance scheme for health 

workers fighting Covid-19’ - has now been extended for another 180 days 
✓ This was announced by the Union Health Ministry on September 15 
✓ The scheme was announced on March 30 for 90 days and was extended for 90 

days (up to September 25).  
✓ This Central sector scheme provides an insurance cover of ₹50 lakh to healthcare 

providers who may have to be in direct contact and care of Covid-19 patients, and 
therefore is at risk of being infected. 

✓ It covers all private hospital staff/retired/volunteer/local urban bodies/contract/daily 
wage/ad-hoc/outsourced staff working under States/Central hospitals/autonomous 
hospitals of Central/States/UTs, AIIMS & INIs/hospitals of Central Ministries 

 
➢ On September 15, the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) - 

announced collaboration with Hyderabad-based pharma major, Aurobindo 
Pharma Limited, to develop several coronavirus vaccines. 

✓ The agreement was signed between CSIR-CCMB (Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology) and Aurobindo Pharma. 

✓ As on date, three CSIR labs — CCMB, Institute of Medical Technology (IMTECH), 
Chandigarh, and the Indian Institute of Chemical Biology (IICB), Kolkata — are 
developing vaccine candidates using different technology platforms 

✓ With the new agreement, Aurobindo will undertake clinical development and 
commercialisation of these vaccines. 

✓ Separately, it is also developing a vaccine for the virus through its wholly owned 
U.S. subsidiary Auro Vaccines 

✓ This project is supported by the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance 
Council (BIRAC). 

 
➢ Two healthcare workers from a Noida hospital - could be the country’s first 

genetically proven cases of Covid-19 re-infection 
✓ This was reported by the prestigious Institute of Genomics and Integrative 

Biology, a Council of Scientific and Industrial Research laboratory located in Delhi. 
✓ The IGIB team has also reported reinfection in four healthcare workers from 

Mumbai – three from Nair Hospital in Mumbai Central and one from Hinduja 
Hospital, Mahim.  
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✓ Using genetic sequencing, an IGIB team has so far analysed samples of 16 
healthcare workers (HCWs) from across the country. 

✓ Two swab samples per HCW — one from the first infection and another from the 
second — were used for the genetic sequencing. 

✓ The two HCWs at the Government Institute of Medical Science, Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh tested for re-infection includes a 25-year-old man and a 28-year-old 
woman 

✓ The testing of these two persons showed nine variations between the two 
SARSCoV2 viruses that infected them. 

✓ They were tested Covid-positive for the first time on May 5 and May 17 
respectively and the second time on August 21 and September 5 respectively.  

✓ The IGIB sequencing machine takes around 24 hours to establish the genetic 
differences. 

✓ Both the healthcare workers were asymptomatic both times.  
✓ These healthcare workers could be diagnosed only because of the continuous 

surveillance carried out in collaboration with IGIB.  
✓ On September 15, Indian Council of Medical Research had clarified that the re-

infections were noted globally, but they are “very rare” and not a “matter of serious 
concern.” 

✓ The earliest case of confirmed reinfection emerged from Hong Kong, where a 
person first tested positive in March and then was found positive again after an 
airport screening in August 

✓ This, too, was confirmed by genomic sequencing. 
 
➢ India - has become the second country in the world after the United States 

to record 5 million Covid-19 cases on September 15 
✓ Out of these, the last 1 million came in a world-record time of just 11 days. 
✓ The country reported more than 90,000 fresh infections and the highest single-day 

toll of 1,275 on the day, mainly due to 515 deaths reported by Maharashtra 
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✓ Apart from India, only the US, with 6.7 million infections, has more recorded 
cases. 

✓ Active cases in the country also crossed the 1-million mark on the day. 
✓ India’s active cases are also the second highest in the world after the US, which 

has 2.5 million active cases.  
✓ With 90,789 new infections on the day, India’s caseload has risen to 50,14,395, 

as per the data collated from state governments.  
✓ Among the southern states, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka reported the highest 

count of 8,846 and 7,576 fresh cases on the day.  
 

INTERNATIONAL 
➢ On September 15, the UAE and Bahrain - signed agreements for normalising 

relations with Israel 
✓ With this, the two countries became the latest Arab states to announce a strategic 

realignment of Middle Eastern countries against Iran.  
 

 
 

✓ US President Donald Trump hosted the ceremony for the event at the lawns of 
Whit House 

✓ Israel PM Benjamin Netanyahu signed accords with Emirati foreign minister 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan and Bahrain’s foreign minister Abdullatif Al 
Zayani.  

✓ The deals make them the third and fourth Arab states to restore relationships with 
Israel 

✓ Earlier, Israel signed peace treaties with Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. 
✓ The Palestinian leadership has denounced the Arab countries association with 

Israel as a betrayal of their cause. 
 
➢ On September 15, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity - released its 

fifth ‘Global Biodiversity Outlook’ report, ahead of finalising new goals for 
the next 10 years 
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✓ As per the report, none of the 20 agreed biodiversity conservation targets of the 
past 10 years could be fully met by the world  

✓ The UN Convention had already proposed an ambitious new target of protecting 
at least 30% of the planet by 2030 – popularly known as 30x30 target, which is yet 
to be accepted by countries 

✓ The report had highlighted that the world would now require more than one 
‘earths’ (1.7) to regenerate the biological resources used up by humanity from 
2011 to 2016. 

✓ The 20 global biodiversity targets - known as Aichi Biodiversity targets – were 
agreed in 2010 with a 2020 deadline 

✓ Out of this, as per the report, the world has “not achieved” 14 targets (relating to 
sustainable agriculture, reducing pollution and subsidies harmful to biodiversity, 
and conservation of species, corals, fish/oceans,forests/habitats, genetic 
materials and ecosystems among others)  

✓ Further, only six of the targets were found to be “partially achieved” within the 
deadline. 

✓ The report also mentioned about the positive aspects of conserving few species, 
expansion of protected areas and reduction in global rate of deforestation 

✓ But, it has expressed concern in terms of pollution of oceans due to accumulation 
of huge plastic waste, disappearance of wetlands, continued threat to over 60% 
corals due to overfishing and risk of extinction to 1,940 local domesticated animal 
breeds out of 7,155 whose risk status are known across the globe. 

✓ Under various best practices, the UN report highlighted India’s ‘zero budget 
natural farming’ approach of sustainable agriculture and role of the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)  

✓ The MGNREGA is mentioned as the biggest social security scheme in the world 
by contributing to employment generation through schemes related to restoration, 
rehabilitation and conservation of natural resources. 

✓ Natural farming is a system where the laws of nature are applied to agricultural 
practices 

✓ Under the Zero budget Natural Farming, crops are grown without fertiliser, 
pesticides, herbicides, tillage, weeding or even pruning 

✓ It is a farming practice that believes in natural growth of crops without adding any 
fertilizers and pesticides or any other human-supplied foreign substance 

✓ This method was established by Masanobu Fukuoka (1913–2008), a Japanese 
farmer and philosopher, in his 1975 book The One-Straw Revolution. 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 
➢ India - has asked Pakistan to appoint a Queen’s Counsel (QC) as lawyer for 

Kulbhushan Jadhav in the International Court of Justice-mandated review of 
his death sentence in Islamabad high court. 



 

9 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

✓ Senior advocate and former solicitor general Harish Salve is the natural choice for 
India as he’s the only Indian lawyer to be appointed Queen’s Counsel in recent 
times. 

 
 

✓ As per its legal definition, Queen’s Counsel is a barrister, or advocate, appointed 
counsel to the Crown on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor and is 
entitled to sit within the bar of the court and wear a silk gown. 

✓ Salve, who represented Jadhav at the ICJ too, was appointed Queen’s Counsel 
for the courts of England and Wales in January.  

✓ While he still practises in India, he’s based out of London mostly now. 
✓ Earlier, Pakistan has rejected the demand for an Indian lawyer, saying only a 

lawyer with licence to practise in Pakistan can represent Jadhav 
✓ Salve’s defence of Jadhav saw the ICJ asking Pakistan for an effective review 

and reconsideration of the death sentence awarded to him by a military court and 
also upholding India’s demand for consular access to Jadhav. 

✓ As per an order of the Islamabad high court, Pakistan had asked India to appoint 
a lawyer and join the court proceedings. 

✓ India has laid down three conditions for doing so.  
✓ First, Pakistan must allow an Indian lawyer to represent Jadhav.  
✓ Second, India must be allowed access to all relevant case documents and 
✓ Third, unconditional or private access to Jadhav. 

✓ Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Parliament had extended for four months an ordinance that 
allowed Jadhav to file an appeal against his conviction in the high court. 

✓ The International Court of Justice (Review and Reconsideration) Ordinance 
promulgated in May was set to expire on September 17 but the National 
Assembly extended it for four months on September 14. 

 

AWARDS 
➢ Dubai-based Indian-origin author, Avni Doshi - is among the six authors 

shortlisted for the 2020 Booker Prize for her debut novel ‘Burnt Sugar’. 
✓ The shortlist was unveiled virtually in London on September 15.  
✓ The six authors were shortlisted from the 13 longlisted novels published in the UK 

or Ireland between October 2019 and September 2020 
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✓ The rest of the shortlist includes Diane Cook for "The New Wilderness", 
Zimbabwean writer Tsitsi Dangarembga for the third novel in her trilogy - 'This 
Mournable Body', Maaza Mengiste for "The Shadow King", Douglas Stuart for 
"Shuggie Bain'' and Brandon Taylor for "Real Life''. 

✓ Doshi was born in the US and lives in Dubai. 
 

 
 

✓ The novel, penned by Doshi, presents a complex and unusual mother-daughter 
relationship  

✓ The GBP 50,000 Booker Prize for Fiction is open to writers of any nationality, 
writing in English and published in the UK or Ireland.  

✓ The shortlist of six books will be announced on September 15, with each 
shortlisted authors receiving 2,500 pounds and a specially bound edition of their 
book at the prize ceremony scheduled for November. 

✓ The 2019 Booker Prize for Fiction was won jointly by "The Testaments'' by 
Margaret Atwood and 'Girl, Woman, Other' by Bernardine Evaristo.  

✓ First awarded in 1969, the Booker Prize is recognised as the leading prize for 
literary fiction written in English. 

✓ The rules of the prize were changed at the end of 2013 to include writers beyond 
the UK and Commonwealth, providing they were writing novels in English and 
published in the UK. 

 

 


