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TAMIL NADU 
➢ On September 14, SRM Medical College Hospital and Research Centre (SRM 

MCHRC), Kattankulathur, and National Institute of Siddha (NIS), Tambaram - 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to extend mutual 
cooperation and achieve excellence in patient care, research and medical 
education.  

✓ The two institutes will jointly offer certified short and long-term courses, sponsor 
research, clinical and academic activities, publish books, journals, develop 
reference material, training methods and offer advisory services 

 
➢ The second edition of the India International Quilt Festival – will take place 

in Chennai in January 2021 
✓ This edition of the festival will be held in completely ‘online’ mode 
✓ According to Quilt India foundation, which organizes the festival, the fest will be 

online from January 23 to 25 
✓ In 2020, five quilters from Chennai have won international awards. 
✓ This year, the festival is hosting an exclusive competition category for Gen Next 

(those aged under 18) along with another new segment titled ‘Indian quilt’ with 
Indian themes or fabrics or techniques 

✓ Last year, the theme of the festival was ‘dance of the peacock’, and this year is it 
‘Floral Rhapsody’.  

✓ The festival had received 290 entries from 11 countries last year, in which the 
prize winner was a ten years old kid.  

 
➢ On September 14, Tamil Nadu – reported 5,752 Covid-19 cases and 53 

deaths, taking the casecount to 5,08,511 and casualties to 8,434 
✓ The state has 46,912 ‘active cases’ as on date, taking the recovery rate close to 

90% 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS–SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 
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✓ The total number of persons discharged in the State crossed 4.5 lakh, after the 
discharge of another 5,799 persons following the treatment 

✓ According to Health minister C Vijayabaskar, the percentage of active cases in 
Tamil Nadu at 9.4 was the lowest among high prevalence states.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
✓ The state’s active cases rate was the lowest after Bihar (9.2%) and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands (7.6%).  
✓ The recovery rate is high at 89%, after Andaman & Nicobar Islands (90%), Bihar 

(90.3%) and Dadra/Nagar Haveli (89%).  
✓ The national figure for active cases was much higher at 20.6% and the recovery 

rate was much lower at 77.8%. 
✓ The death rate in the state, however, was marginally higher at 1.7% compared to 

the national average of 1.6%. 
✓ Death rate in Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Punjab is higher 

than in Tamil Nadu. 
✓ On the day, Chennai, the worst affected district, reported 940 cases and 23 

deaths.  
✓ Its neighbours Chengalpet (364), Kancheepuram (167) and Tiruvallur (167) 

together reported 825 cases and eight deaths.  
✓ Coimbatore reported 498 cases, while cases in Cuddalore came down to 296 

cases, followed by 222 cases in Tiruvannamalai  
✓ In the last 24 hours, 80,123 samples were tested in the State, taking the total 

number of samples tested to 59.68 lakh. 
✓ As of date, there are a total of 170 testing facilities in the State — 65 in the 

government sector and 105 private facilities, after the approval of two more 
private laboratories in the state.  

STATES 
➢ The under-construction Mughal Museum in Agra - is all set to be renamed 

after Maratha icon Chhatrapati Shivaji. 
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✓ This was announced by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on September 14 
✓ The Museum is to be designed showcasing Mughal history and will house 

artefacts belonging to the Mughal period. 
✓ The idea of the project was conceived first in 2015 and work on it started a year 

later.  
✓ It was supposed to have been completed in 2017 but the project got delayed due 

to multiple reasons.  
✓ The UP government had allocated Rs 20 crore for the museum in its 2019 budget.  

✓ Design Studio Archohm is collaborating with David Chipperfield Architects for the 

project. 

NATIONAL 
➢ Telecom regulator Trai - has said that no regulations and rules are needed 

for communication Apps such as WhatsApp, Facebook Messenger, Apple 
FaceTime, Google Chat, Skype, Telegram and even newer players such as 
Microsoft Teams, Cisco Webex and Zoom 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ According to Trai, these kind of Communication Apps should not be bound by a 
regulatory regime as of now and there should not be specific rules that would 
mandate them to intercept user calls and messaging. 
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✓ It had held that any kind of mandatory interception may weaken the protective 
architecture of the communication apps or expose them to “unlawful actors” 

✓ At present, telecom companies are bound by rules such as mandatory 
interception and more scrutiny 

✓ All communications on the platform of Communication Apps are encrypted, which 
means the origin and original source of the message could not be disclosed 

✓ However, Trai did not name any company in its recommendations on the 
‘regulatory framework for over-the-top (OTT) communication services’ that were 
submitted to telecom secretary Anshu Prakash. 

✓ The government will take a final view on the recommendations.  
✓ OTT communication services are the internet applications that depend on the 

network of mobile operators and are competitors to the telecom companies by 
providing voice and messaging communication 

✓ The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India is a statutory body set up by the 
Government of India under section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
Act, 1997.  

✓ It is the regulator of the telecommunications sector in India 
 
➢ India’s demand for fossil fuel - will overtake that of China’s demand by the 

year 2050, as per the benchmark BP Energy Outlook 2020 released on 
September 14 

✓ However, the global demand for them is expected to shrink by 2050, due to the 
usage of more renewable energy sources due to various climate initiatives   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ India’s primary energy consumption is expected to grow by 2.5% between 2018 
and 2050 against 0.1% in China and 0.3% globally, as per the report.  

✓ Further, India’s oil consumption is anticipated to double to 10 million barrels by 
2050 under the ‘business-as-usual’ scenario.  

✓ But the demand for gas is seen jumping from 58 bcm (billion cubic meters) to 357 
bcm under the ‘rapid’ scenario 

✓ This is due to increased switching from coal-to-gas, leading to more than double 
imports of oil and gas by 2050 
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✓ China’s energy demand, though expected to slow down, will still account for over 
20% of the world’s energy demand in 2050, which will be almost twice that of 
India. 

✓ But globally, fossil fuel demand may never recover to pre-coronavirus levels  
✓ The share of fossil fuels is set to decline from 85% of total primary energy 

demand in 2018 to between 20% and 65% by 2050 
✓ In 2018, average energy consumption per capita in the developed world was more 

than three times that in emerging economies, with an average person in the US 
consuming 12 times more energy than an average person in India. 

 
➢ In India, an estimated 87 million women and girls - are living in extreme 

poverty in 2020 
✓ Further, this number is expected to increase to around 100 million by 2021 in the 

wake of the Covid-19 pandemic 
✓ This was revealed by a new data released recently by UN Women and the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
✓ The data is part of a UN Women report - “From Insights to Action: Gender 

Equality in the wake of COVID-19”.  
✓ The report on 129 countries shows that the pandemic will push 96 million people 

into extreme poverty by 2021, 47 million of whom are women and girls. 
✓ In India, the pre-pandemic poverty rate for females was 13.3% vs 12.1% for 

males.  
✓ By 2021, 14.7% women and girls will be living in extreme poverty in India in 

comparison to 13.7% men. 
✓ As per the report, extreme poverty is defined as living on less than $1.90 a day 
✓ The total number of women and girls living in extreme poverty is forecast to be 

around 409 million in 2020 (up from 398.5 million in 2019), peak at 435 million in 
2021, and will not revert to pre-pandemic levels until the year 2030 

✓ These estimates of poverty by sex and age are based on a sample of 129 
countries and places accounting for 89% of the global population, where extreme 
poverty is most applicable. 

 
➢ On September 14, India – reported 80,663 fresh Covid-19 cases and 1,070 

deaths, taking the country’s casecount over 49.2 lakhs and casualties over 
80,000 mark to 80,737 

✓ The country has recorded highest fatalities in the world over the past fortnight, 
after reporting 15,364 deaths this month 

✓ In some cheerful news, India has now recorded the second highest number of 
recoveries from the virus in the world, after going past Brazil’s count of 35.7 lakh. 

✓ Recoveries in India now stand at 38,49,152.  
✓ Only the US, with over 39.8 lakh cured patients, has a higher number of 

recoveries than India 
✓ Maharashtra added 17,066 cases on the day, taking the total cases to 10,77,374.  
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✓ With this, Maharashtra has more Covid-19 cases than Russia, the fourth most 
affected country in the world which has 10.6 lakh cases. 

✓ Andhra Pradesh reported 7,956 new Covid-19 cases, the lowest caseload in the 
last three weeks, taking the tally to 5,75,079. 

✓ Further, Karnataka added 8, 244 new cases and 119 Covid-related deaths on the 

day. 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
➢ The astronomers – have discovered signs of what might be life in the toxic 

atmosphere of Venus 
✓ A team of experts used telescopes in Hawaii and Chile’s Atacama Desert to 

observe Venus’ upper cloud deck, around 60 km from the surface. 
✓ With powerful telescopes, the scientists have detected a chemical — phosphine 

— in the thick Venus atmosphere  
✓ After much analysis, the scientists have agreed that something now alive is the 

only explanation for the chemical’s source, which is associated with life on Earth. 
✓ Phosphine is a flammable gas, that occurs on Earth from the breakdown of 

organic matter. 
✓ Till now, few have focused on the rocky planet as a habitat for something living. 
✓ One of the brightest planets in the night sky, the environment of Venus is very hot 

at temperatures of hundreds of degrees and is surrounded by clouds that contain 
droplets of corrosive sulphuric acid. 

✓ Its atmosphere consists almost entirely of Carbon dioxide 
✓ The presence of vast amount of microbes in Venus could be attributed to the 

presence of the gas 
✓ Also, there could be chances that the gas could result from unexplained 

atmospheric or geologic processes on a planet that remains mysterious 
✓ The discovery of the astronomers has to be confirmed by additional telescope 

observations and future space missions 
 
➢ The proposed Chandrayaan-3 moon landing mission – is to have a major 

design change on the lander, according to Indian Space Research 
Organisation (Isro) 

✓ The major design change of the lander is attributed to the presence of just four 
engines as against the five engines in the Chandrayaan-2 mission, which was 
added last minute on Vikram (Chandrayaan-2’s lander). 

✓ The Chandrayaan-2 mission failed to soft-land a lander on the lunar surface last 
year 

✓ Further, a minor modification on the lander legs is also suggested, which is yet to 
be approved. 
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✓ Also, the Laser Doppler Velocimeter (LDV) will be included under the next mission 
for better measurement of speed during landing, and removal of the central 
engine  

✓ The mission will also involve some changes in software and algorithms with better 
power and communication systems 

✓ Unlike Chandrayaan-2, which carried an orbiter, lander and rover, Chandryaan-3 
will only carry a lander and rover along with a propulsion module that will carry 
fuel for various manoeuvres needed to navigate the landing module after its 
launch. 

✓ The move to remove the fifth engine is significant given that Isro had added it after 
simulations had found it to be crucial in dealing with dust storms that would be 
kicked up when the lander nears the lunar surface, affecting its stability. 

✓ During the last mission, Isro had officially maintained that the fifth engine was a 
“necessity for a smooth landing”  

 
➢ India’s PSLV satellite – will carry satellites of Luxembourg in the first half of 

November 2020 
✓ The four-satellite Kleos Scouting Mission will be launched onboard Isro’s PSLV-

C49 mission from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 
✓ These satellites were developed by Kleos Space, a Luxembourg-based company 

that provides radio frequency reconnaissance data-as-a-service (DaaS) 
✓ The company is launching the scouting satellites under a rideshare contract with 

US-based Spaceflight Inc., 
✓ The launch of these satellites will be managed by NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), 

the commercial arm of Isro.  
✓ The four Kleos Scouting Mission satellites have been shipped to the launch site 

during February 2020, anticipating the launch during March 2020. 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
➢ Harivansh Singh of JD(U) – was elected as Rajya Sabha deputy chairman for 

the second time during the monsoon session of Parliament in New Delhi on 
September 14 
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✓ 64-year old Harivansh hails from Sitabdiara village in Bihar. 
✓ He had a long career as Journalist and the biography of former PM Chandra 

Shekhar authored by him. 
✓ Harivansh is believed to have been strongly influenced by the Gandhian JP 

(Jayaprakash Narayan) movement. 
✓ Harivansh’s name was proposed by BJP president and party MP Jagat Prakash 

Nadda.  
✓ Leader of the House Thawarchand Gehlot seconded it. 
✓ The JD(U) lawmaker was elected through voice vote. 
✓ RJD’s Manoj Jha, who also belongs to Bihar, was in the fray from the opposition 

camp 
 
➢ Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga – is all set to become the 

next Prime Minister of Japan 
 

 
 

✓ On September 14, Suga was elected as the new head of Japan’s ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party, succeeding the outgoing leader Shinzo Abe. 

✓ Suga’s victory virtually guarantees his election in a parliamentary vote on 
September 16 because of the majority held by the LDP’s ruling coalition.  

✓ Suga, 71, has been an important figure in outgoing PM Shinzo Abe’s 

administration, serving as the government’s top spokesperson. 

✓ Suga, the son of a strawberry grower, is a self-made politician, a rarity in Japan’s 
largely hereditary business of politics 

✓ Abe, who is Japan’s longest-serving Prime Minister with more than eight years in 
power, declined to endorse any one candidate. 

 

SPORTS 
➢ Dominic Thiem (Austria) – defeated Alexander Zverev (Germany) to win 

$3,000,000 US Open championship on September 14  
✓ In the process, the 27-year old Thiem became the first player in 71 years to win 

the title after losing the first two sets in a five-set thriller 
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✓ Thiem is the second Austrian man to win a major after Thomas Muster’s 1995 
French Open win 

✓ The 23-year-old Zverev, playing in his first major final, settled with the prize 
money of $1,50,000 

✓ It was also the first time the final was settled by a tie-break 
✓ This is also the first time that a new grand slam champion was born in 1990s, 

away from the era of the big-3, Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic 
 
 

 


