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TAMIL NADU 
➢ The Tamil Nadu government - has allowed its transport corporations to hire 

and operate private buses along routes on which there are no government 
buses.  

✓ According to the government, the policy change was aimed at clearing hurdles for 
the e-bus program, to be implemented later. 

✓ The state nationalised all bus routes in TN in 1972.  
✓ At present, there are around 50,000 ‘scheme’ routes in Tamil Nadu, as per the 

official data.  
✓ The Tamil Nadu Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, allow only state-run corporations to 

operate government buses along the scheme routes.  
✓ The permits for running the buses were not issued to private entities, apart from 

few approved private operators. 
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✓ In 2019, the Union ministry for road transport launched the second phase of faster 
adoption and manufacturing of electric vehicles (Fame-II) scheme and announced 
financial assistance to states willing to shift to electric mobility.  

✓ Tamil Nadu was one of the first states to accept this scheme and since an e-bus 
will cost at least ₹2.5 crore, Centre advised states to hire vehicles instead of 
purchasing them. 

✓ But, the existing state rules needed amendments to allow hiring of private vehicles 
by state transport corporations 

✓ Later, necessary changes were made to the MV Act and a draft amendment was 
released in January.  

✓ Since there was no objection received, final orders for the hiring of vehicles were 
released now. 

✓ The Centre provides only a financial assistance of ₹50 lakh per bus, roughly 
translating to ₹2,000 per day.  

✓ But private e-bus operators now demand ₹12,000 as daily hire charges.  
✓ It means, the state needs to bear the additional cost. 

 
➢ Two teams of final year BTech IT students of University College of 

Engineering (BIT Campus), Trichy - were announced as the winners of the 
Smart India Hackathon in the software edition  

✓ Smart India Hackathon, a 36-hour digital India competition launched by MHRD, 
took place as a virtual event this year. 

✓ The two teams which won the event in their respective problem statement area 
are - ‘Maargadarshak Mandal’ led by J Jerish and ‘Tech Kings’ headed by R 
Suwathi 

✓ The first team of seven-members created a virtual assistance ‘App’ that will guide 
entrepreneurs to find the ideal location to set up a food processing units. 

✓ The second team dealt with a problem statement from animal husbandry 
department of AP government.  
✓ The team developed an application that will provide efficient zoonotic 

disease alert and outbreak control system to help farmers 
✓ The winning team will receive ₹1 lakh and the opportunity to implement their ideas 

with the help of various Central Government departments. 
 
➢ On August 9, Tamil Nadu – reported 5,994 fresh Covid-19 infections and 119 

deaths 
✓ This takes the total caseload in the state to 2,96,901 and the cumulative toll to 

4,927 
✓ With 6,020 people getting discharged following treatment, the State has 53,336 

active cases. 
✓ With this, a total of 2,38,638 persons have been cured from the viral infection. 
✓ Chennai continued to remain the hotspot with 989 cases 
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✓ It’s neighbours, Chengalpet (397), Kancheepuram (393) and Thiruvallur (396) 

together registered 1,186 cases. 
✓ Further, Theni reported the highest 360 cases, followed by Tuticorin with 251, 

Tiruvannamalai with 221, Ranipet with 219 and Coimbatore with 217 cases. 
✓ In the last 24 hours, a total of 70,186 samples were tested in the State, taking the 

total tested to 32,25,805 samples  

STATES 
➢ The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) - will start using a voice 

sampling method to diagnose Covid-19 at one of its bigger facility at 
Goregaon 

✓ The Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai will use an AI-based voice 
sampling application in a pilot project covering 1,000 patients, both suspected and 
confirmed, at its Nesco facility in Goregaon 

✓ Using voice analysis is not new for testing Covid-19 patients.  
✓ It has been already used in some European nations, including France and Italy, to 

detect Covid-19.  
✓ In fact, a group of students from a Navi Mumbai engineering college recently 

‘retuned’ their 2008 voice analytical program to detect Covid-19 among suspected 
patients. 

✓ The test involves a person speaking into a smart phone or computer with the app.  
✓ The app, which has been finetuned with voice data of thousands of patients with 

Covid-19 or other respiratory ailments, will run the patient’s voice reading against 
its database and detect the condition. 

✓ After the voice analysis, the findings will be compared with RT-PCR results 
✓ If the pilot project shows promising results, the BMC plans to use the program in 

its other hospitals as well. 
✓ The method is non-invasive and can deliver results quickly, when compared with 

RT-PCR (for reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction) testing. 
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✓ While RT-PCR results take an average of 24 hours (from collection of samples to 
results), BMC’s new tests such as the antigen test gives results within 30 minutes.  

✓ The rapid antibody blood tests available in the private sector too quickly reveal if 
the patient has been exposed to the novel coronavirus.  

✓ However, the efficiency of these tests is still under question. 



 

5 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

NATIONAL 
➢ On August 9, Prime Minister Narendra Modi - launched a new financing 

scheme under the ₹1 lakh crore Agriculture Infrastructure Fund, which aims 
to support community farming assets across the country 

 

 
 

✓ Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar and other senior ministry officials were 
also present at the occasion. 

✓ The move, meant for setting up storage and processing facilities, would enhance 
India’s ability to compete globally in the agri-sector. 

✓ It will benefit agri-startups, entrepreneurs, farmer groups, agri-tech players in the 
area of post-harvest management. 

✓ The farm infrastructure will enable farmers to get higher value for their produce as 
they will be able to store and sell at better prices as per market conditions, reduce 
wastage and increase processing and value addition. 
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✓ The first ₹1,000 crore was sanctioned on August 2 to over 2,280 farmer societies 
under the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund, which was approved by the Cabinet a 
month ago 

✓ The PM also released ₹17,000 crore to benefit nearly 8.5 crore farmers under 
the sixth instalment of the PM-Kisan scheme.  

 

 
 

✓ The cash benefit was transferred directly into Aadhaar-verified bank accounts 
under the ‘DBT’ scheme.  
✓ With this transfer, the scheme has so far provided over ₹90,000 crore to 

over 10 crore farmers since its launch in February last year. 
✓ Under the scheme implemented in 2018, the government has been 

providing annually Rs. 6000 in three equal installments to 14 crores farmers 
✓ Speaking through video conference, the PM said the Funding would provide a 

good opportunity for start-ups in agriculture to avail benefits and scale up their 
operations, thereby creating an ecosystem that would benefit farmers and create 
new jobs. 

✓ The fund was announced as part of the Centre’s economic stimulus package in 
May 

✓ It is a medium to long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects 
for post-harvest management infrastructure and community farming assets 
through interest subvention and credit guarantee. 

✓ Under this 10-year scheme, ₹1 lakh crore will be provided by banks and financial 
institutions as loans  

✓ The loans carry an interest subvention of 3% per annum and credit guarantee 
coverage for loans up to ₹2 crore. 

✓ The beneficiaries will include farmers, primary agriculture credit societies (PACS), 
marketing cooperative societies, farmer-producer organisations, self-help groups, 
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joint liability groups, multi-purpose cooperative societies, agri-entrepreneurs, start-
ups, and central/state agency or local body-sponsored public-private partnership 
projects. 

✓ The Agriculture Infrastructure Fund was approved by the Union Cabinet in July 
2020 as part of the over Rs. 20 lakh crores stimulus package which was 
announced in response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

 
➢ The Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) - has suspended the 

operation of wide-bodied flights from Karipur international airport after an 
Air India Express flight crashed here late on August 7.  

✓ DGCA had barred operation of wide-bodied aircraft (Code E) at the airport in May 
2015 citing runway safety concerns 

✓ However, it was taken back in 2018 after Airports Authority of India (AAI) 
undertook remedy measures including strengthening of runway and increasing 
runway end safety area (RESA) along with safety assessments done by airlines. 

✓ Saudi Arabian Airlines was granted permission to operate jumbo flights in August 
2018 for a three-year period and later Air India, Emirates and recently Qatar 
Airways were permitted to use wide-bodied flight operations. 

✓ The permission granted to Saudi Arabian Airlines was to operate Airbus 330-300 
and Boeing 777-200 range aircraft and NOC had also imposed restrictions for 
operations of jumbo flights during night for the first six months. 

✓ As a safety measure, AAI was told to carry out runway friction test periodically by 
AAI.  

✓ Later, while granting NOC for Emirates for operating in July 2019, DGCA had 
stipulated that wide-bodied aircraft should not be operated when the visibility is 
less than 2,000m. 

 
➢ The Centre - has extended the deadline to receive objections or suggestions 

on the agriculture ministry’s recent draft order on restricting use of the 
herbicide, Glyphosate by two more months. 

✓ The ministry had notified the draft order on July 7 and given 30 days to 
stakeholders including experts and farmers to submit their comments on it. 

✓ Now, the deadline has been extended for 60 more days through a fresh 
notification till October 4 

✓ In the draft order, the ministry had proposed the restricted use of Glyphosate 
through pest control operators (PCOs) 

✓ However, several organisations, including Alliance for Sustainable and Holistic 
Agriculture (ASHA) and RSS-affiliate Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM), have been 
demanding complete ban on the use of the herbicide which, they claim, is 
hazardous for human health and environment. 

✓ On the other hand, Maharashtra-based farmer organisation, Shetkari Sanghatana, 
opposed restriction or ban on Glyphosate, arguing that the action will hurt 
genetically modified cotton farmers in the country. 
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✓ There have been reports of widespread use of Glyphosate, essentially a weed 
killer, by those cotton farmers who are illegally growing unapproved transgenic 
varieties of HTBt (Herbicide Tolerant) cotton to save on labour costs in 
Maharashtra and other states.  

✓ The Shetkari Sanghatana has long been demanding approval of HTBt cotton 
variety. 
 

➢ On August 9, India - reported more than 1,000 deaths from Covid-19 in a 
single day for the first time 

✓ The country reported its second highest of 63,951 fresh cases and 1,007 deaths 
on the day 

✓ With this, the country has a total caseload of 22,14,269, as per data collated from 
state governments.  

✓ On the brighter side, recoveries crossed 15 lakh to 15,30,070, accounting for 69% 
of the caseload.  

✓ Active cases rose to 6.4 lakh, as on date. 
✓ Maharashtra reported the maximum of 12,248 new cases on the day 
✓ The state had also reported 390 deaths, the highest by any state in a single day 

so far.  
✓ The country had tested a new high of 7.2 lakh persons on the day 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
➢ On August 9, Mahinda Rajapaksa - was sworn in as Sri Lankan PM for the 

fourth time, at the Kelaniya Raja Maha Vihara, a historic Buddhist temple on 
the outskirts of Colombo 

 

 
 

✓ The 74-year-old former president and Sri Lanka Podujana Permauna (SLPP) chief 
was administered the oath of office by his younger brother and President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa at a gathering of Buddhist monks, diplomats and other 
senior officials. 
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✓ The SLPP, led by Mahinda and Gotabaya, registered a landslide victory in the 
August 5 general election 

✓ The party secured two-thirds majority in parliament needed to amend the 
constitution to further consolidate the powerful Rajapaksa family’s grip on power 
for the next five years. 

✓ As part of their poll campaign, the brothers vowed to repeal a 2015 legislation 
capping presidency at two-terms and trimming the President’s executive powers 

✓ India’s high commissioner to Sri Lanka Gopal Baglay became the first envoy to 
congratulate the new PM when he called on Mahinda Rajapaksa on August 8. 

✓ Rajapaksa has completed 50 years of politics in July 2020. 
✓ He has been elected as President of Sri Lanka twice and appointed as Prime 

Minister thrice. 
✓ India has given significant importance to the island nation under its 

“Neighbourhood First Policy”. 
 
➢ Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Khamenei - has opened an official Twitter 

account in Hindi.  
 

 
 

✓ The account has his profile details written in Devanagari script. 
✓ He has posted two tweets.  
✓ The account so far has more than 2,500 followers. 
✓ He also created accounts in other languages including Persian, Arabic, Urdu, 

French, Spanish, Russian and English 
 
➢ On August 8, the United States - passed another milestone of more than five 

million coronavirus infections 
✓ The country added a million cases in just over two weeks, according to Johns 

Hopkins University.  
✓ Brazil ranks second, with more than three million. 
✓ At least 161,000 people have died since the pandemic began in the United States. 
✓ Brazil too surpassed a grim milestone — 1,00,000 deaths from Covid-19.  
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✓ The nation has been reporting an average of more than 1,000 daily deaths from 
the pandemic since May. 

 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 
➢ Indian Railways - operates first ever parcel special train under Ahmedabad 

division for Bangladesh 
 

 
 

✓ It will be carrying denim cloth, dye and chemicals from Kankaria in Gujarat for 
Benapole in Bangladesh 

✓ The train was operated by newly created Business Development Unit of 
Ahmedabad division of the Western Railways 

✓ Western Railway had earlier sent a goods train with loaded wagons of onions for 
Bangladesh from Bhavnagar on 4 August 2020 

✓ This traffic is offered for the first time in Ahmedabad division and this is likely to 
generate an approximate revenue of about Rs. 31 lakh 

✓ The train will be traversing 2110 km to reach Bangladesh from Gujarat 
✓ Earlier, Indian Railways has operated its first-ever special parcel train to 

Bangladesh, transporting dry chillies from Andhra Pradesh’s Guntur district to the 
neighbouring country 

 

DEFENCE 
➢ On August 9, the government - announced the list of 101 defence items that 

are banned from imports, to boost the indigenous production of defence 
items 

✓ According to the list, the purchase of 101 weapon systems and platforms from 
abroad will be progressively banned from December 2020 to December 2025 

✓ The 101 items covers a wide range of different types of ammunition, sonars, 
radars, artillery guns and assault rifles to missile destroyers, transport aircraft, 
light combat helicopters, wheeled armoured fighting vehicles, conventional diesel-
electric submarines and communication satellites. 

✓ Each of these items has a different embargo timeline 



 

11 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

✓ Embargo is the official ban on trade and other commercial activity in the country. 
 

 
 

✓ Announcing the decision, defence minister Rajnath Singh said it was “a big step 
towards self-reliance in defence production” in accordance with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s recent Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. 

✓ The government intends to reach a turnover of $25 billion through indigenously 
manufactured defence products and also expects to export products worth $5 
billion. 

✓ Further, the government has also decided that in any government contract over 
₹200 crore, no foreign company can participate in the tendering process 

✓ According to the Minister, 260 deals worth ₹3.5 lakh crore ($47 billion) for 
products now being embargoed were contracted for the Indian armed forces 
between April 2015 and August 2020 

✓ That means, with the negative list, it is estimated that contracts worth almost ₹4 
lakh crore ($53 billion) will be placed with the domestic industry within the next 
seven years.  

✓ This will include items worth ₹1.3 lakh crore for the Army and IAF, and another 
₹1.4 lakh crore for the Navy. 

✓ In another related move, the defence ministry has “bifurcated” the around ₹1.2 
lakh crore capital outlay for 2020-21 between domestic and foreign capital 
procurement routes. 

✓ Accordingly, a separate budget head has been created with an outlay of nearly 
₹52,000 crore for domestic capital procurement in the current financial year 

✓ Though outright procurements of the notified products from abroad will be 
banned, Indian public and private sector companies can continue to tie up with 
foreign manufacturers to produce them in India.  

✓ This is in tune with the government’s decision in May to raise the FDI limit to 74% 
from 49% in the defence production sector through the automatic clearance route. 
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✓ The new negative list includes many products that are already being produced 
domestically or are in the research and development phase.  

✓ The list, for instance, includes the 123 Tejas light combat aircraft that the IAF is 
expected to induct for over ₹85,000 crore. 

✓ In the 2015-2019 timeframe, India was the second largest importer of arms after 
Saudi Arabia, accounting for 9.2% of total global arms imports 

✓ The Defence Procurement Procedure 2020, that was unveiled in March 2020, 
aims to increase indigenous manufacturing of defence equipment.  

INDIA’S DEPENDENCE ON CHINA – A REPORT 
➢ A total of just 327 products - accounted for nearly 75% of the imports from 

China, as per a study conducted using UN Comtrade data 
✓ That means, these items can be replaced easily by finding alternative indigenous 

sources or they can be altogether manufactured in the country 
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✓ The products range from mobile phones and telecom equipment to cameras, solar 
panels, air-conditioners and penicillin  

✓ The findings were revealed by policy think-tank Research and Information System 
for Developing Countries (RIS)  

✓ As per the study, the value of these 327 “critically sensitive imports” was 
estimated at $66.6 billion in 2018 in overall imports of a little over $90 billion.  

✓ In 2018-19, the value of these imports from China stood at $76.4 billion. 
✓ A product was considered sensitive if China accounted for over 10% share of 

imports or if the value of shipments was $50 million or more.  
✓ In terms of the number of goods imported from China, the share of the 327 

sensitive products was less than 10% of the 4,000-odd items that were imported 
from China. 

✓ The study also estimated that in case of 82%, or over 3,300 products, China was 
not the most competitive producer. 

✓ But there are also products where China is the sole exporter.  
✓ The product base ranges from everyday-use items such as earphones and 

headphones to microwave ovens and certain types of washing machines.  
✓ The list also has several types of machinery, some auto components, escalator 

components, certain acids and chemicals and fertiliser like di-ammonium 
phosphate, where China is the sole supplier. 

 

 


