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TAMIL NADU 
➢ On July 31, Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - announced naming of 

three metro stations in Chennai after former Chief Ministers C N Annadurai, 
M G Ramachandran and J Jayalalithaa. 

 

 
 

✓ Accordingly,  
✓ Alandur metro station nearby has been named ‘Arignar Anna Alandur Metro’ 
✓ Central Metro is named as ‘Puratchi Thalaivar Dr M G Ramachandran 

Central Metro’ and 
✓ CMBT metro station has been named ‘Puratchi Thalaivi Dr J Jayalalithaa 

CMBT Metro’ 
✓ According to the government statement, since Chennai international airport is 

called Anna International Terminal, Alandur metro station nearby has been named 
Arignar Anna Alandur Metro.  

✓ As Chennai Central railway station is called Puratchi Thalaivar Dr M G 
Ramachandran Central Railway Station, Central Metro is named as Puratchi 
Thalaivar Dr M G Ramachandran Central Metro. 

✓ CMBT metro station has been named Puratchi Thalaivi Dr J Jayalalithaa CMBT 
Metro to honour former chief minister J Jayalalithaa who opened CMBT, Asia’s 
biggest bus terminus, and the metro station 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – AUGUST 1, 2020 
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✓ The renaming of the metros after the three former Chief Ministers have been 
recommended by a committee, as the stations were prominent in phase I of the 
Metro Rail project 

✓ The Chief Minister hailed the former chief minister Jayalalithaa for implementing 
₹18,380 crore metro rail project along two routes – the 23km long Washermenpet-
Chennai-Airport, and 22km Central railway station-St Thomas Mount links routes, 
based on a feasibility study in 2003. 
✓ In 2015, seven stations were opened between Koyambedu and Alandur, 

and six more stations between Chennai Airport and Little Mount.  
✓ During the current regime, seven more stations were opened between 

Koyambedu and Nehru Park, and six stations between Nehru Park and 
Central metro rail station.  

✓ Prime Minister Narendra Modi opened seven stations between AG-DMS to 
Washermenpet. 

 
➢ Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami - unveiled the foundation stone for 

various projects of the Public Works Department, worth ₹247.9 crore, 
through videoconferencing. 

✓ The projects will be implemented in 17 districts — Coimbatore, Cuddalore, 
Dindigul, Erode, Kallakurichi, Kancheepuram, Nagapattinam, Pudukkottai, 
Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga, Theni, Tirunelveli, Tiruppur, Tiruvallur, Tiruvarur, 
Villupuram and Virudhunagar. 
✓ The projects include building of check-dams, constructions along river banks 

and the creation of waterbodies. 
✓ The Chief Minister also handed over a copy of a government order to the 

administrators of Nagore Dargah for providing 20 kg of free sandalwood for the 
annual Kanduri festival, also known as Urs festival.  
✓ The wood will be used for the sandal smearing ceremony held as part of the 

annual Kanthuri Santhanakoodu festival at Nagore Dargah.  
✓ The dargah is built over the tomb of Sufi saint Hazrat Syed Shahul Hameed 

in Nagapattinam district.  
 
➢ Greater Chennai Corporation - plans to set up a free dialysis centre in each 

of the 15 zones.  
✓ This will be a public private partnership between the Corporation and the Tamil 

Nadu Kidney Research Foundation (Tanker) 
✓ The corporation will provide the space and take care of electricity costs, while the 

Tanker will manage the functioning of center.  
✓ Equipment will be procured through voluntary organisations like Rotary club 
✓ Currently, such centres are operational in five zones with 70 machines.  
✓ Further, the civic body plans to start centres in Thiruvottiyur, Ambattur and 

Tondiarpet zones before year-end.  



 

3 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

✓ The centres provide relief to people from economically poor backgrounds, 
considering the cost of dialysis in private hospitals.  

✓ They cater to roughly 15% of all dialysis patients in the city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
✓ This is a zero cost model, as the dialysis procedure for patients is paid for through 

the chief minister’s health insurance scheme. 
✓ At private hospitals, every dialysis session costs ₹1,500- ₹3,500, with a patient 

needing two sittings per week. 
✓ In the entire country, 17% of people have chronic kidney disease and every year, 

200 per every million of population are added.  
✓ In Chennai, this translates to around 1,500 patients every year 

 
➢ Ramco Cements - was presented with the Golden Peacock National Training 

award 2020 on July 31.  
✓ Its Alathiyur unit was selected from among 344 companies.  
✓ The award, comprising a trophy and a signed certificate of Justice M.N. 

Venkatachaliah, former Chief Justice of India, was presented to Ramco Cements. 
 
➢ The Chennai police - will start cyber crime cells in 12 places in Chennai from 

August 1, 2020 
✓ The new cells will start functioning at the police station of the 12 Deputy 

Commissioners of Police in the City. 
✓ Using the facilities, public can quickly approach and lodge any complaint related 

to cyber crime.  
✓ Commissioner of Police Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal inaugurated the facility through 

video conferencing on July 31.  
✓ The exponential growth in online transactions and use of social media resulted in 

sharp rise in the number of cyber crimes.  
✓ The cyber crime cells mostly deal with cases pertaining to OTP fraud, cyber 

stalking, harassment of women and obscene, abusive and divisive posts. 
✓ A cyber crime cell was created at Central Crime Branch (CCB) in 2003 at Vepery.  
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➢ On July 31, Tamil Nadu’s fresh Covid-19 infections - dipped marginally for 
the second day with 5,881 cases, while reporting 97 more deaths.  

✓ This takes the total caseload in the state to 2,45,859 and the death toll to 3,935 
✓ A total of 5,778 persons were discharged after treatment, taking the total 

recovered to 1,83,956 persons.       
✓ After the discharges, the number of actives cases in the state stands at 57,968. 
✓ Chennai topped the infections list with 1,013 cases 
✓ Its three adjoining districts together added 1,192 cases — Kancheepuram 485, 

Tiruvallur 395 and Chengalpet 334.  
✓ Other districts reporting more than 200 cases includes Ranipet (359), 

Virudhunagar (357), Theni (299), Tuticorin (284) and Tirunelveli (222) 
✓ The Health Department tested 60,276 samples in the last 24 hours, taking the 

total number of samples tested so far to 26,58,138.  
✓ One government laboratory — District Public Health Laboratory, Walajapet — was 

recently approved for testing, taking the total facilities in the state to 120. 
 

STATES 
➢ On July 31, Andhra Pradesh governor Biswabhushan Harichandan - cleared 

the two controversial Bills, seeking three capital cities for Andhra Pradesh 
and abolition of the AP Capital Region Development Authority (CRDA). 

✓ The governor gave his assent to the Andhra Pradesh Capital Region 
Development Authority Repeal Bill 2020 and Andhra Pradesh Decentralisation 
and Inclusive Development of All Regions Bill 2020, which were sent to Raj 
Bhavan on 18th July. 

✓ The repeal of the CRDA paves the way for the formation of the Amaravati 
Metropolitan Region Development Authority. 

✓ As per the new bills, the state’s executive capital will be located in 
Visakhapatnam 

✓ Further, the state’s high court will be shifted to Kurnool, making it the 
judicial capital, and the assembly stays at Amaravati, making it the 
legislative capital.  

✓ This means, Amaravati will no longer remain as the capital city of the State 
✓ For all practical purposes, Visakhapatnam will be the seat of power, with offices of 

the chief minister, the governor, Secretariat and offices of Heads of Department 
located there. 

✓ However, the issue is now pending in AP high court.  
✓ Unless the court clears the legislation, the state cannot go ahead with its plans.  
✓ Farmers from Amaravati have approached the court, challenging the two Bills.  
✓ Only last year the central government had included Amaravati as the capital of AP 

in the revised political map published by the Survey of India. 
✓ Earlier, the government had constituted the GN Rao committee and later roped in 

Boston Consulting Group to study the issue of decentralised administration.  
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✓ A high-power committee consisting of ministers and senior bureaucrats was also 
constituted to study their recommendations and the Bills were prepared 
accordingly. 

✓ Ever since the proposal was mooted by the government in January, the state has 
been witnessing debates and protests.  

✓ Farmers, who have given land to the government under the land pooling scheme 
for the capital to be built in Amaravati, have been holding protests against the 
three capitals proposal 

NATIONAL 
➢ Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - has signed an agreement with Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission (KVIC) for procuring supplies for its 
personnel on July 31 at Rajghat 

 

 
 

✓ With this, ITBP has become the first central paramilitary force to do so. 
✓ According to the agreement, ITBP will be purchasing 1,200 quintals of mustard oil 

from KVIC for ₹1.73 crore. 
✓ The deal seeks to encourage swadeshi products manufactured by the country's 

cottage industry and small-scale manufacturers. 
✓ Earlier in October 2019, a home ministry meeting with Directors general of various 

central armed police forces (CAPFs) had decided that terry-khadi uniform and 
other items of Indian origin should be made available to the CAPFs. 

✓ During the subsequent visit of home minister Amit Shah to the ITBP headquarters 
in December 2019, an exhibition stall was arranged to display KVIC products. 

✓ According to ITBP, rugs or carpets, blankets, towels, yoga kits, hospital bed 
sheets, pickles, mustard oil etc could be purchased for its jawans through KVIC. 

✓ Initially, three items—carpets, towels and blankets — were identified for 
procurement in the first phase and the process of procuring them has been 
initiated. 
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✓ For cotton carpets, ITBP has been identified as the nodal agency to procure them 
for all CAPFs.  

✓ It will be purchasing around 2.5 lakh carpets at a cost of ₹17 crore for the CAPFs  
 
➢ The government - has extended the suspension of scheduled international 

flights from July end to August 31. 
✓ However, travel will continue to take place within the air bubbles created with the 

US, Germany and France.  
✓ The most recent transport bubble agreement is the one with Kuwait “to uplift 

stranded passengers both to/from India”, according to the DGCA.  
✓ The continued suspension of scheduled international flights, however, does not 

apply to international all-cargo operations and flights specifically approved by the 
regulator. 

✓ The announcement comes as the fifth phase of Vande Bharat Mission is 
scheduled to begin from August 1st to repatriate stranded Indians from 23 
countries.   

✓ Under phase 5 of the mission, a total of 792 flights have been scheduled, which 
includes 692 international flights and 100 domestic flights.  

✓ India had suspended scheduled international passenger flights on March 22 due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

✓ Since then, the DGCA has approved over 2,500 repatriation flights by foreign 
carriers to uplift stranded passengers to/from India.  

✓ Under the Vande Bharat Mission, Air India and AI Express have uplifted 2,67,436 
stranded passengers and other charters have uplifted 4,86,811 stranded 
passengers during the period from May 6 to July 30, 2020. 

✓ The aviation ministry says resumption of schedule international flights will be 
considered once domestic flights reach the 50% mark of the originally approved 
summer schedule.  
✓ Schedule domestic flights were allowed to resume on May 25, after a two-

month suspension 
✓ As on date, airlines are operating at about 30% of the summer schedule. 

 
➢ Niti Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) - has launched AIM-iCREST 

program in association with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
Wadhwani Foundation 

✓ It is an incubator capabilities enhancement program for a robust ecosystem, 
intended to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the country. 

✓ The first-of-its-kind initiative aims to create an ecosystem of high performing 
startups.  

✓ It will focus on supporting the start-up entrepreneurs in knowledge creation and 
dissemination, as well as in developing a robust and active network. 
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✓ It will additionally provide training to the entrepreneurs, through the technology-

driven platforms and processes. 
 
➢ On July 31, Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh Tomar - announced that 

the central government will fund 112 agricultural startups in the 1st phase 
with an amount of Rs. 11.85 crores in 2020-2021. 

✓ The funds will be provided under the Innovation and Agri-entrepreneurship 
Development Programme which was launched under the revamped Rashtriya 
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY). 

✓ The startups will be selected by different knowledge partners and agribusiness 
incubators in the area of food technology, agro-processing, and value-addition. 

✓ The funds will be released in installments and the selected start-ups will be 
trained for two months at 29 agribusiness centres spread across the country. 

✓ The government has already identified 5 knowledge partners as centres of 
excellence and 24 RKVY-RAFTAAR agribusiness incubators across India after 
proper selection procedure 

 
➢ On July 31, India - recorded its single-day highest jump in Covid-19 cases 

with 57,151 fresh infections, taking the total caseload to 16,94,918, as per 
data collated from state governments 

✓ This was the fourth straight day of daily cases above 50,000. 
✓ The entire month of July was the deadliest month of the pandemic in the country 

that saw 11.1 lakh cases and 19,122 deaths. 
✓ India conducted a record 6,42,588 tests in a single day to check Covid-19, taking 

the total tests to 1.88 crore till now.  
✓ Andhra Pradesh reported 10,376 new cases, higher than Maharashtra’s count 

(10,320) for the second time in the past three days.  
✓ The state’s overall caseload crossed 1.4 lakh, as it overtook Delhi to take the third 

position among states with the highest cumulative cases, behind Maharashtra (4.2 
lakh) and Tamil Nadu (nearly 2.5 lakh). 
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✓ Andhra Pradesh was also among eight states that recorded their highest single-

day jump in cases on the day.  
✓ The others were Uttar Pradesh (4,453 new cases), Bihar (2,986), Bengal 

(2,496), Assam (2,112), Telangana (1,986), Kerala (1,310) and Punjab 
(665).  

 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 

➢ On July 31, the Supreme Court - barred the registration of BS-IV vehicles till 
it decides the issue of sale of such vehicles during the lockdown period. 

✓ A bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra pulled up the automobile dealers 
association by saying that a large number of BS-IV vehicles were sold during the 
lockdown in the last week of March as well as after March 31 

✓ It had sought all the details of vehicles sold either online or through direct sale 
during the lockdown period in the last week of March. 

✓ The bench, also comprising of Justices B R Gavai and Krishna Murari, posted the 
hearing on the matter to August 13 

✓ The observation of the apex court came in a plea of the automobile dealers 
association, which wanted the dealers to be allowed to return unsold inventory of 
BS-IV vehicles to the manufacturers so that they could be exported to other 
countries, which still allow BS-IV compliant-vehicles 

✓ On March 27, the apex court had permitted sale of 10% of unsold BS-IV vehicles 
to make up for six days lost due to the nationwide lockdown which was imposed 
on March 25 

✓ India had switched from BS-IV to BS-VI emission standards on April 1 
✓ BS refers to Bharat stage emission standards, which are set by the central 

government to regulate the output of air pollutants from motor vehicle engines.  
✓ The standards and timeline for implementation of the standards are set by 

the Central Pollution Control Board.  
✓ The Bharat Stage IV emission norms were enforced in the entire country 

since April 2017.  
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✓ In 2016, the Indian Government had decided to skip BS5 altogether and 
implement BS 6 by the year 2020. 
✓ The BS-VI compliant engine will require BS6 fuel and the main difference 

between BS-VI and BS-IV grade fuel is in the terms of Sulphur and Nitrogen 
Oxide content.  

✓ The sulphur content in BS-VI fuel is almost 5 times lesser than in BS-IV fuel. 

INTERNATIONAL 
➢ In a world’s first, the Australian government – announced its plan to force 

Google and Facebook to pay for their news content 
✓ The country will give three months time for Google and Facebook to negotiate 

with Australian media businesses regarding a ‘fair pay’ for news content.  
✓ Australia has released a draft of a mandatory code of conduct on July 31 
✓ With this, Australia aims to succeed where other countries have failed in making 

the global digital giants pay for news extracted from commercial media 
companies.  

✓ Reacting to the move, Google said Australia’s draft code was a heavy-handed 
step that could impede the digital economy. 

✓ Google and Facebook would be the first digital platforms targeted by the proposed 
legislation but others could follow 

✓ The draft noted that if the US-based platforms could not agree on pricing after 
three months, arbitrators would be appointed to make a binding decision.  

✓ The draft will be open to consultation until August 28, with the legislation to be 
introduced to parliament soon after.  

✓ Apart from the payment terms, the draft code also covers issues including access 
to user data and transparency of algorithms used to rank and present media 
content. 

 
➢ On July 31, the French drugmaker Sanofi - said that it had secured an 

agreement of up to $2.1 billion to supply the US government with 100 million 
doses of its experimental vaccine, the largest such deal announced to date.  

✓ With this, the US administration has invested more than $8 billion in Covid-19 
vaccine projects 
✓ Under the deal, Sanofi and its partner, UK pharma firm GlaxoSmithKline, will 

receive federal funding to pay for clinical trials as well as for manufacturing 
the vaccine.  

✓ The company expects to begin clinical trials to test for safety in September. 
✓ Meanwhile, on July 31, the WHO reported a record increase in global coronavirus 

cases, with the total rising by 2,92,527, apart from 6,812 deaths.  
✓ The biggest increases were from the US, Brazil, India and South Africa.  
✓ The previous WHO record for new cases was 2,84,196 reported on July 24.  
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✓ In a related development, Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam postponed the elections 
to its legislature, following the surge in Covid-19 cases 

✓ The elections due to be held on September 6 were postponed now, dealing a 
blow to the pro-democracy oppositions 

 
➢ Russia - is planning to launch a mass vaccination campaign against the 

novel coronavirus in October 2020 
✓ It became the first nation in the world to successfully complete the human trials of 

COVID vaccine in July.  
✓ As per preliminary results, Russia's COVID vaccine has proven to be effective. 
✓ The Russian COVID-19 vaccine has been created by the Gamaleya Institute in 

Moscow. 
✓ The potential Russian vaccine candidate is currently undergoing its phase 2 

clinical trials.  
✓ The phase 3 of clinical trials of the potential COVID vaccine will begin from August 

4th.  
✓ The final local regulatory approval for the vaccine to be put into public use is 

expected by August 10.  
✓ Then, the vaccine will be administered to health workers, doctors and teachers 
✓ On June 18, Russia had given its approval to conduct the human trials of two 

potential vaccine candidates 
✓ The first vaccine is in the form of a solution for intramuscular administration and 

the second one is in the form of a powder for the preparation of a solution for 
intramuscular administration. 

✓ According to the World Health Organisation, there are at least 21 vaccines that 
are undergoing human trials across the world.  

✓ India has also begun clinical trials of its two potential vaccine candidates- Bharat 
Biotech and ICMR's COVAXIN and Zydus Cadila's ZyCov-D. 

✓ The registrations for the human trials of the Indian vaccines began on July 7.  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
➢ India's top drug regulator, Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 

(CDSCO) - to grant permission to the Serum Institute of India (SII) to 
conduct phase two and phase three clinical trials of the Oxford COVID 
vaccine candidate in India. 

✓ On July 25, the SII had submitted its application to the Drugs Controller General 
of India (DCGI) to get permission to conduct phase 2 and phase 3 trials of the 
potential vaccine in India 

✓ The SII will perform an observer-blind, randomised controlled study involving 
around 1,600 volunteers to determine the safety and immunogenicity of the 
vaccine candidate 'Covishield'. 

✓ The clinical trials of the potential vaccine began on April 23, 2020. 
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✓ Recently, the Oxford COVID vaccine entered its third and final stage of human 
clinical trials in UK, Brazil and South Africa, which is expected to be completed in 
September 

✓ The phase 1 and phase 2 trials of the vaccine, ChAdOx1 nCoV-19,  showed 
promising results 

✓ The vaccine triggered a strong immune response, stimulating the bodies of the 
volunteers to produce both antibodies and killer T-cells, potentially offering a 
double protection against COVID-19. 

✓ The world's largest vaccine manufacturer, Serum Institute has partnered with 
AstraZeneca and Oxford to manufacture their COVID Vaccine candidate 

✓ The Pune-based institute has said that it will start manufacturing the vaccine even 
before the final approval so that it has sizeable volumes are ready once the 
vaccine gets all the required permissions. 

✓ India is readying five sites across the country for the final phase of human trials of 
the Oxford COVID Vaccine. 

✓ The vaccine, if successful, is expected to be available for the Indian population by 
the first quarter of 2021.  

 

DEFENCE 
➢ Air Marshal V R Chaudhari, who was commissioned into the IAF’s fighter 

stream in 1982 - will take over as the new Western Air Command (WAC) 
chief on August 1.  

 

 
 

✓ WAC chief Air Marshal B Suresh, who was commissioned as a fighter pilot in the 
IAF in 1980 and went on to serve in critical posts, superannuated after a career 
spanning almost 40 years on July 31. 

✓ The change of guard at the critical WAC, which stretches from Bikaner to Ladakh, 
was announced amidst the ongoing military confrontation with China 

✓ The WAC is the most important of the IAF’s five operational commands – 
Western, Eastern, Central, South Western and Southern Air Commands 

✓ It controls important airbases like Srinagar, Leh, Thoise, Awantipur, Ambala, 
Amritsar, Halwara, Bikaner, Nal and Udhampur, among others, on the fronts with 
China and Pakistan.  
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ECONOMY 
➢ On July 31, Apple – briefly surpassed Saudi Aramco to become the world’s 

most valuable listed company 
✓ The stocks of iPhone maker-Apple hit a record high on the day after reporting 

blockbuster quarterly results 
✓ Apple’s stock surged to $412, putting its market cap at nearly $1.8 trillion. 
✓ Saudi Aramco, which had been the most valuable publicly listed company since 

going public last year, had a market capitalization of $1.760 trillion as of its last 
close 

 

OBITUARY 
➢ Sa Kandasamy (80 years) - Tamil writer and documentary filmmaker  

 

 
 

✓ Born in 1940 in Mayiladuthurai, Kandasamy started writing at an early age.  
✓ A prolific Tamil writer and critic, Kandasamy was a keen observer of the cultural 

and social landscape of Tamil Nadu.  
✓ In 1998, his novel ‘Visaranai Commission’ — dealing with the death of an innocent 

bus conductor in police custody —won the Sahitya Akademi award for the best 
Tamil novel.  

✓ Kandasamy’s documentary titled ‘Kaval Deivangal,’ which was based on his 
studies on the south Indian terracotta, won the first prize at the Angino Film 
Festival held in Cyprus in 1989. 

✓ Kandasamy has written more than 15 books including novels and short stories.  
✓ In the literary world, his name became inseparable from his first novel 

Chayavanam, depicting socio-economic transformation through the destruction of 
a thick forest area for the construction of a sugar factory set in 1960s 

✓ In Tamil Saivite bhakti literature Chayavanam, a village near Poompuhar, is 
referred to as Chaikkadu. 
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✓ ‘Arumugasamiyin Adugal’, ‘Perum Mazhai Naatkal’, ‘Rambaiyum Naachiyaarum’ 
and ‘Thakkaiyin Meethu Naangu Kangal’ are his other works. 

✓ Kandasamy also directed documentaries on famous personalities in literature and 
art, including those of S. Dhanapal, sculptor-painter, and Tamil writers 
Jayakanthan and Ashokamitran.  

✓ He also shot a documentary on Prapanchan. 
 

SPORTS 
➢ Commonwealth Games medalist Babita Phogat and Kabaddi player Kavita 

Devi - have been appointed as Deputy directors in the Sports and Youth 
Affairs Department of Haryana. 

 

 
 

✓ The two sportpersons have been appointed under the Haryana Outstanding 
Sportspersons (Recruitment and Conditions of Service) rules, 2018. 

✓ Phogat had earlier served as a sub-inspector in Haryana Police.  
✓ She resigned in 2019 when she joined politics and lost the 2019 assembly 

polls contesting from Dadri assembly constituency in the state 
✓ Babita has won three successive Commonwealth Games medals including 

gold in 2014 and silver each in 2010 and 2018.  
✓ She also won a bronze medal in the World Championship held in 2012 and 

represented the country in the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
✓ Kavita Devi was a member of the India national Kabaddi team that won the gold 

medal at the 2014 Asian Games in Incheon, South Korea.  
✓ She is also a five-time international medalist and a 17-time medalist for 

Haryana at the national level 
✓ The appointment comes two years after Kavita Devi and Babita Phogat moved the 

Punjab and Haryana High Court over not being given ‘A’ category posts as per the 
state’s sports policy. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
➢ India - is celebrating 25 years of mobility on July 31, 2020 
✓ July 31 marks the day the first mobile call was made in India.  
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✓ The country’s first mobile call was made by the then West Bengal Chief Minister 
Jyoti Basu to Union Communications Minister Sukh Ram on July 31, 1995 on 
handheld sets  

 

 
 

✓ The first mobile call was made using Nokia handsets, reportedly on a Nokia 2110 
model 
✓ The network was Modi Telstra’s MobileNet service which was a joint venture 

between India’s B.K Modi Group and Australia’s Telstra.  
✓ The mobile call was made between two locations - Calcutta (now Kolkata) 

and New Delhi.  
✓ More specifically, it took place in the Writer’s Building in Calcutta and in 

Delhi’s Sanchar Bhavan 
✓ That cellular call inaugurated MobileNet services in Calcutta.  

✓ The company was one of the eight companies licensed to provide cellular 
services in India.  

✓ Two licences were awarded each for the four metropolitan cities. 
✓ For the Modi-Telstra JV network operator, which later became Spice, establishing 

the network itself was a massive cost, soon after premiering in 1995.  
✓ Back in the early days, call rates reportedly cost ₹8.4 per minute which was 

for both incoming and outgoing.  
✓ During heavy mobile traffic hours, the cost would go up to ₹16.8 per minute.  
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✓ The phones themselves weren’t affordable, either – they would cost upward of Rs 
40,000 

✓ Today, India has around 450 million users of ‘feature phones’ – a term for non-
internet-enabled mobile phones, and close to 400 million users of ‘smartphones’ – 
with internet-connectivity that puts the world at the feet.  

✓ The telephony costs are next to a fraction of what it was back then in 1995 – 
calling comes for free, while data costs less than Rs 4 per gigabyte. 

✓ India is also the second largest country for mobile users after China.  
✓ In this aspect, major credit can be attributed to Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Jio 

which brought the “free calls and highspeed 4G data” culture since its entry in 
September 2016.  

✓ India is now the highest data-consuming country in the world 
 

WHAT IS ICARUS? – A REPORT 
➢ The testing of the new ‘wildlife’ tracking approach from ISS by name 

‘ICARUS’ – has begun  
✓ ICARUS, referring to International Cooperation for Animal Research Using Space, 

will be used to track animals ‘collectively’ across far larger areas. 
✓ It is the most important technological advance in tracking animals around Earth 
✓ The International Space Station, orbiting some 240 miles above the planet, will be 

joining the effort to monitor the world’s wildlife — and revolutionise the science of 
animal tracking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

✓ A large antenna and other equipment aboard the orbiting outpost are being tested 
and expected to become fully operational this summer. 
✓ These equipment were installed by spacewalking Russian astronauts in 

2018 
✓ The new approach will provide a wider data about not only the location of an 

animal, but also about its physiology and environment 
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✓ This will assist scientists and conservationists and provide more detailed 
information on the health of the world’s ecosystems. 

✓ ICARUS has also shrunk the size of the transmitters the animals wear.  
✓ As part of the initiative, researchers will attach ‘miniature’ solar-powered bio-

loggers to an array of animals and insects, like locusts, songbirds and baby 
tortoises 

✓ These ‘mini’ sensors weighing just 5 grams can be attached to creatures 
that weigh less than 100 grams also.  

✓ In fact, 70% of birds and 65% of mammals are too small to be fitted with 
existing tracking technology 

 

 
 

✓ The new sensors’ advanced design also allows them to collect far more data by 
monitoring an animal’s physiology and weather data.  

✓ The initiative will allow researchers to track flocks of birds as they migrate over 
long distances due to climate change and habitat destruction 

✓ ICARUS could also help track animals vulnerable to poaching 
✓ This space-based approach is led by Martin Wikelski, the director of migration 

research at the Max Planck Institute for Animal Behaviour in Germany.  
✓ It has been funded primarily by DLR, the German space agency.  

✓ The power of this new approach is also based on the fact that the space station 
can pick up the signals of animals almost anywhere on the planet.  

✓ And while other conservation projects have tracked sharks, birds and other 
migratory species, this initiative aims to be useful for any species. 

✓ In Europe, studies show that around 30% of migratory songbirds have 
disappeared and ICARUS could throw light on what happened to these species.  

 

 


