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TAMIL NADU 
 On July 3, Tamil Nadu’s Covid-19 count - crossed the one lakh mark, after 

reporting 4,329 fresh cases 
 With this, the state’s cumulative tally stands at 1,02,721, out of which 42,955 are 

under treatment as ‘active cases’ 
 The state reported 64 deaths on the day, taking its overall casualties to 1,385  
 The case fatality rate in the state is among the lowest in the country at 1.3% 

 

 
 

 Tamil Nadu is the second state to cross the grim milestone of one lakh cases after 
Maharashtra (1.9 lakh cases now).  

 The state reported its first case on March 7, when a 45-year-old passenger from 
Muscat tested positive.  
 It took 88 days since then for the state to record nearly 25,000 cases on 

June 3.  
 In the next two weeks, cases doubled to touch 50,000 on June 17 and nine 

days later it reached 75,000.  
 Now, within just a week, the tally breached one lakh cases 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – JULY 4, 2020 
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 Chennai reported 2,000-plus cases for the fifth consecutive day 
 On July 3, the capital city recorded 2,082 new cases, taking its tally to 64,689, out 

of which 23,581 were active cases.  
 Meanwhile, the doubling period —the time it takes for the total cases to double – 

went up to 19 days in Chennai compared to the state’s average of 15 days 
 Chennai’s adjoining districts Chengalpet (330) cases, Kancheepuram (121), 

Tiruvallur (172) together added 623 fresh cases and contributed 13 deaths 
 Madurai reported 287 fresh cases from the south.  
 On the day, another 2,357 persons were discharged from hospitals across the 

State. 
 With this, the total number of persons recovered stands at 58,378 at a recovery 

rate of 57%. 
 During the last 24 hours, a total of 35,028 samples were tested in the State, taking 

the overall figure to 12,70,720. 
 
 SRM Medical College Hospital and Research Centre in Kattankulathur - has 

been chosen as a clinical trial site by the Indian Council of Medical 
Research for the country’s first indigenous COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

 
 

 The hospital will be one of the 12 institutions and the only site in Tamil Nadu 
chosen by ICMR to conduct the human clinical trials of the vaccine (BBV152 
Covid Vaccine) 

 The centre will be mobilizing volunteers, who will be immunised with the vaccine, 
as part of the trials 

 Dr Satyajit Mohapatra, associate professor from the department of pharmacology, 
has been chosen as the principal investigator for the clinical trials at the hospital.  

 SRM research centre was earlier involved in clinical trials for Rotavirus vaccine 
administered for protection against rotavirus infections, which causes severe 
diarrhea 
 The centre was also part of the clinical trials of Pentavalent vaccine 

administered to protect children from five diseases including Hepatitis B and 
Dipertheria, Pertussis and Tetanus. 
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 The Drug Controller General of India recently gave its nod for human clinical trials 
for the vaccine called Covaxin.  

 According to ICMR, the vaccine is derived from a strain of SARS-CoV-2 isolated 
by ICMR-National Institute of Virology, Pune.  

 ICMR and Bharat Biotech International Limited, Hyderabad, are jointly working for 
the preclinical as well as clinical development of this vaccine. 

 
 The Centre - has allocated foodgrain worth ₹5,585 crore for free distribution 

under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) and Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat Package, in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, since April. 

 Further, the Food Corporation of India (FCI) will be issuing another 9.1lakh tonne 
of rice free of cost to Tamil Nadu and Puducherry for the next five months 

 This is as per the recent announcement of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
extending the PMGKAY, a crucial scheme to benefit the poor during the Covid-19 
outbreak, up to November 

 The scheme PMGKAY provides each family a free ration of five kg rice per person 
a month for the next five months.  

 Earlier, at least 35,734 tonnes of free rice were provided to the state for supply 
among migrant workers and non-card holders in May and June under Atma 
Nirbhar Scheme. 
 After the scheme was rolled out in April, the FCI had supplied 5.44 lakh 

tonnes to 3.63 crore beneficiaries in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.  
 Under the scheme, the entire operation starting from the price of the grain 

paid to farmers till payment of commission to the fair price shops is borne by 
the Union government, without any fiscal burden on the state exchequer. 

 On July 3, the Tamil Nadu government announced free ration in July in view 
of the extended lockdown.  
 All ration cardholders can get goods from July 10 from respective PDS 

outlets.  
 Each cardholder is entitled to get 5kg rice, 1 kg of sugar, tur dal and a litre of 

edible oil 
 Since the imposition of the lockdown from March-end, the State government has 

been distributing essential supplies — rice, sugar, dal and edible oil — free of 
cost, besides providing financial assistance of ₹1,000 to rice cardholders since 
April. 

 
 Tuticorin airport - had performed its first night operation on July 3 
 Last week, the airport was granted 3C IFR licence to operate flights under all 

weather conditions and at night 
 An IndiGo plane from Chennai with 42 passengers on board landed here at 

6.23pm.  
 It took off from the 28-year-old Tuticorin airport at 7pm with 31 passengers. 

 



 

4 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi – quoted a ‘Thirukkural’ couplet on July 3, 
while addressing the jawans in Ladakh 

 By quoting the Thirukkural, the PM highlighted the valour of soldiers and the 
characteristics of an army. 

 

 
 

 The quote reads as -  
 “Maramaanam Maanda Vazhichchelavu Thaetram  

Ena Naanghae Emam Padaikku”  
(Valour, honour, learnings from our predecessors and trust show the true 
characteristics of an army).  

 

 
 

 The PM said that our Indian Army has that, while drawing the attention of jawans’ 
achievements from Kargil to Siachen. 

 Written by Thiruvalluvar, reportedly over 2,000 years ago, ‘Thirukkural’ has 1,330 
couplets.  

 The couplet quoted by Modi at Ladakh is part of the 76th chapter that describes 
the ‘excellence of an army’. 

 Earlier, the PM had quoted Thirukkural couplets on many occasions like at Indo-
Thailand summit in Bangkok and from the ramparts of Red Fort on August 15, 
2019 

 
 Apollo Proton Cancer Centre (APCC) - has been accredited by the Joint 

Commission International (JCI), a global leader in healthcare accreditation. 
 It was the country’s first dedicated advanced cancer centre to receive the 

international accreditation. 
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 Since its launch a year back, it has treated over 200 cancer-affected patients from 
across the globe with proton therapy  

 
 The Indian Railway - has planned to offer 14 routes of 16 sets of trains in the 

Southern Railway after giving in-principle approval for public private 
partnership (PPP). 

 As per initial plan, a total of 12 routes of the Southern Railway have been 
identified 

 Out of these 12, eight routes (not trains) originating from Chennai, two routes via 
Chennai and two routes outside Chennai division, are proposed to be given to 
private operators. 

 The eight routes originating from Chennai are Coimbatore, Kanyakumari, 
Madurai, Tiruchi, Tirunelveli, Mumbai, Mangaluru, and New Delhi. 

 Similarly, two routes passing through Chennai would be the Puducherry-
Secunderabad and Kochuveli-Guwahati. 

 The two routes to be privatised outside Chennai division are Tirunelveli-
Coimbatore and Kanyakumari-Ernakulam. 

 Two trains with Chennai as destination and to be operated by Jaipur and Howrah 
clusters are in the route map.  

 In the Jaipur cluster, a private train from Jodhpur to Chennai and in the Howrah 
cluster, a private train from Howrah to Chennai would be operated. 

 Even though the routes would be privatised, the trains would be operated by the 
loco pilots and guards of the Indian Railways. 

STATES 
 The Gujarat government – has recently launched an online cash aid 

initiative titled ‘At Once Click’ 
 It was launched by the state Chief Minister, Vijay Rupani 
 It will benefit 12,247 Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) and bigger 

industrial units (including the textile industry) in the state 
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 Through the initiative, the government is planning to distribute Rs 1,369 crore of 
financial aid for the MSMEs and bigger industrial units (including the textile 
industry). 

 Out of the allotted budget, Rs 768 crore will be directly transferred into the bank 
accounts of 12,247 MSMEs  

 Bigger industrial units, including textile industries, will be transferred the remaining 
Rs 601 crore under the initiative. 

 
 The Delhi Government jointly with National Centre for Disease Control – has 

commenced the Sero Survey across the National Capital recently  
 The survey is part of one of the five aspects of the revised Covid-19 response 

plan of New Delhi 
 The Survey aims to determine the extent of spread of the Coronavirus disease in 

the national capital 
 Under the survey, around 20,000 residents will be covered from all the 11 districts 

of New Delhi. 
 COVID Kavach ELISA, which was an ELISA (Enzyme-linked immunosorbent 

assay) based antibody kit developed by the National Institute of Virology (NIV) will 
be used for the Survey. 

 Earlier, a pilot Sero Survey was conducted in New Delhi by using the same 
antibody kit in June  

 A Sero Survey is for determining the presence of antibodies in the blood sample 
of an individual. 

 The presence of the Covid-19 Immunoglobulin G (IgG) antibody in the blood 
sample of an individual will suggest past exposure to the coronavirus. 

 The immune system develops the antibody Immunoglobulin G (IgG) in the blood 
and other body fluids for protection against bacterial and viral infection 

 The antibody IgG develops in 7 to 12 days after an infection or immunization. 
 
 Tripura Government – is all set to launch an ambitious scheme named 

‘Mukhyamantri Matru Pushti Uphaar’ in the state  
 Under the scheme, nutrition Kits will be distributed to pregnant and lactating 

women to fight malnutrition 
 The Central Government’s ‘Pradhan Mantri Matru Bandana Yojana’ is another 

similar scheme, which will also be applicable in the state for pregnant and 
lactating women 

 The objective of the new scheme launched by the State Government is to reduce 
infant and maternal mortality in the state.  

 The nutrition kit will be provided to the pregnant women from the Primary Health 
Centers after the checkup 

 A pregnant woman will be eligible for 4 such nutrition kits 
 Each nutrition kit would cost Rs 500 to the State Government. 
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 Through the scheme, at least 40,000 women would be benefited in the state every 
year 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi - has launched a 125-day campaign to provide 

employment to migrant and daily wage workers in Uttar Pradesh. 
 The campaign is called ‘Atma Nirbhar Uttar Pradesh Rojgar Abhiyan’. 
 It was launched through video conferencing in the presence of UP Chief Minister, 

Yogi Adityanath  
 During the occasion, the PM announced that 5000 tool kits will also be distributed 

under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Initiative in the state. 
 The mega job scheme launched by Prime Minister is part of the Garib Kalyan 

Rojgar Abhiyaan that was launched on 20th June 2020 by the PM 
 The new campaign will focus on providing employment in a total of 31 districts of 

Uttar Pradesh.  
 There are more than 25,000 returnee migrants in each of these 31 districts 
 The state has witnessed a return of more than 3 million migrant workers following 

the loss of employment in urban cities of the country post lockdown 
 Under the campaign, suitable work will be provided to these returnee migrants 

based on the skill set of the workers 
 25 works related to public infrastructure and for improvement of livelihood 

opportunities have been chosen for the campaign, which includes the construction 
of rural houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, plantation drives, 
construction of roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana etc 

NATIONAL 
 The JEE (Main and Advanced) and National Eligibility cum Entrance Test 

(UG) for admission to engineering and medical courses - have been 
postponed to September following the surge in Covid-19 infections across 
the country.  

 The decision was taken on July 3 based on a recommendation of the expert 
committee set up by the HRD ministry, headed by IIT-Delhi director Prof V 
Ramgopal Rao 

 Computer-based multi-session JEE (Main) will be conducted from September 1-6 
while JEE (Advanced) —for admission to IITs—will be held on September 27.  

 The pen-paper mode NEET-UG will be held on September 13. 
 After the initial postponement, JEE (Main) was earlier scheduled from July 18-23 

while NEET-UG was slated for July 26 and JEE (Advanced) for August 23 
 Around nine lakh aspirants have registered for the JEE (Main) exam, while 16 

lakh have registered for NEET-UG exams. 
 The National Testing Agency conducts both NEET and JEE-Main, although JEE-

Advanced is run by the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs). 
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 In another development, on July 3, the Council for the Indian School Certificate 
Examinations (CISCE) announced a reduction of up to 25% in syllabus for 
Classes X and XII board exams in 2021  

 The reduction has been announced taking into account the learning disruption 
due to closure of schools during the coronavirus-induced lockdown. 

 
 The Union Health Ministry – has announced the revised guidelines for home 

isolation of very mild/pre-symptomatic/asymptomatic cases, following a 
surge in these cases 

 As per the new guidelines, patients under home isolation can be discharged after 
10 days of onset of symptoms and no fever for three days.  

 After that, the patient will be advised to isolate at home and self-monitor their 
health for the next seven days. 

 There is no need for testing after the home isolation period is over 
 However, patients with immune-compromised status (like HIV, transplant 

recipients, cancer therapy) are not eligible for home isolation 
 Also, patients over 60 years and those with co-morbid conditions such as 

hypertension, diabetes, heart disease, chronic lung/liver/kidney disease and 
cerebro-vascular disease among others shall only be allowed home isolation after 
proper evaluation by the treating medical officer 

 As per the guidelines, the patients should be clinically assigned as very mild/mild, 
moderate or severe and accordingly admitted to Covid care centre, dedicated 
Covid health centre or dedicated Covid Hospital respectively. 

 
 On July 3, India – has reported another record high of Covid-19 positive 

infections, with 23,526 new cases reported during the day.  
 The death toll from the virus has risen to 18,662 with 446 fatalities recorded on 

the day. 
 Covid-19 cases in the country stood at 6,49,708, having crossed the 6 lakh mark 

just two days ago, as per data collated from state governments.  
 Meanwhile, the recovery rate crossed 60%, with more than 3.93 lakh patients 

having been declared cured.  
 Maharashtra recorded a new high of 6,364 infections on the day, overtaking 6,330 

cases reported a day earlier. 
 At least seven other states reported their biggest single-day jump in cases 
 It was led by a massive increase of 1,892 in Telangana and 1,694 in Karnataka, 

followed by Uttar Pradesh (972 new cases), Gujarat (687), Bengal (669), Odisha 
(561) and Kerala (211). 

 Delhi’s reported 2,520 cases, taking its caseload to over 94,600.  
 Karnataka reported its biggest single-day spike of 1,694 new cases, taking the 

total number of infections in the state to 19,710, 
 Among the top 10 states that have seen the pandemic spreading faster with 

positivity rate, or total confirmed cases per 100 tests, of 5% and above during the 
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last 14 days include Telangana (25%), Maharashtra (22%), Delhi (16.4%), Tamil 
Nadu (11%), Gujarat (11%), Haryana (8%), Karnataka (6%), West Bengal (5%) 
and Odisha (5%). 

 In another development, schedule international passenger flights will now remain 
suspended till the month-end, except for those allowed by the government on a 
case-to-case basis. 
 This restriction shall not apply to international all-cargo operations and 

flights specifically approved by DGCA. 
 These flights were suspended on March 22 this year and the DGCA had 

recently said they would remain suspended till July 15. 
 
 On July 2, the Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 

Prakash Javadekar - inaugurated the unique ‘Urban Forest’ at the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG) office park in New Delhi. 

 
 

 
 

 The forest has been created by planting at least 12,000 samplings of 59 
indigenous species of trees. 

 The greenery at the Urban Forest will have 30 times the surface area of a single-
layered lawns 

 The unique Urban Forest has been created with the purpose to reduce high air 
pollution levels and to improve the Air Quality Index (AQI) in the National Capital  

 The Miyawaki method (invented by Japanese Botanist Akira Miyawaki) was used 
for growing the forest. 

 Under this method, the Urban Forest will be able to increase the moisture by more 
than 40% and reduce the surrounding temperature by up to 14 degrees 

 The size of the Urban Forest is little over 1 acre and with minimal maintenance, 
the Urban Forest will be self-sustainable by October 2021 

 On the World Environment Day on 5th June 2020, Nagar Van Scheme was 
announced under which a target was set for the development of 200 Urban 
Forests in the upcoming five years over the country. 
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 The Indian Council of Medical Research’s (ICMR’s) regional centre at 
Assam’s Dibrugarh- Regional Medical Research Centre (RMRC) - has 
successfully isolated the SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) virus strain. 

 With this, RMRC Dibrugarh has become the 4th laboratory in India to isolate the 
cell of the novel coronavirus.  

 The isolation paves way for further Covid-19 related studies like the development 
of a potential vaccine, development of therapeutic antibodies, testing 
effectiveness against disinfectants etc. 

 There are 2 types of strains of the novel Coronavirus - L type and S type. 
 RMRC scientists have confirmed that they have isolated the L-type strain of 

the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
 The S type strain has slowly been disappearing from across the world. 
 The virus strain isolated is of A2a mutation type, which is the most dominant 

type of novel coronavirus 
 Until the month of April 2020, 10 different types of mutation of the virus have 

been identified by scientists across the world 
 RMRC Dibrugarh is the 3rd Government Laboratory to successfully isolate the 

Covid-19 virus strain, after National Institute of Virology (NIV) Pune and CSIR’s 
Hyderabad based Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology.  

 Hyderabad based Bharat Biotech is the only private laboratory in India to have 
isolated the strain of the virus. 

 
 The World Bank group – has announced a loan of $750 million for the Micro 

Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in India on 30th June 2020 
 The loan has been approved under Emergency Response Program by the Board 

of Executive Directors of the World Bank Group 
 The amount will be disbursed through Small Finance Banks (SFBs) and Non-

Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) for around 15 lakh (1.5 million) MSMEs in 
the country. 

 The loan amount will be sanctioned by the lending arm of the World Bank Group- 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). 

 The loan amount has a maturity period of 19 years, which includes a grace period 
of 5 years 

 This is the 3rd loan amount sanctioned by the World Bank Group under 
Emergency Covid-19 response to India. 

 The first was $1 billion approved in the month of April 2020 for support to the 
health care sector 

 Later, another $1 billion has been allotted in May 2020 for providing food benefits 
and cash transfers to the financially weaker sections of the society.  

 With the current sanction, the World Bank Group has committed a total of $2.75 
billion under the Covid-19 response program to India. 

 The MSME sector is under severe financial stress due to lack of exports and 
domestic businesses, following the implementation of Covid-induced lockdown. 
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 On 30th June 2020, the first edition of Fisheries and Aquaculture Newsletter 
- was launched under the name of ‘Matsya Sampada’. 

 

 
 

 The newsletter was launched by the Union Minister of Animal Husbandry, 
Dairying and Fisheries, Giriraj Singh. 

 It will be published on a quarterly basis from the first quarter of 2020-21. 
 The first edition of the newsletter carried the operational guidelines for the 

PMMSY scheme along with other developments in the sector. 
 The newsletter will serve as a means of communication for educating and 

providing the latest information and developments related to the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector to all the stakeholders involved in the sector. 

 With an investment of Rs 20050 crore, the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 
Yojana (PMMSY) was launched in May 2020. 

 Under the scheme, 55 lakh (5.5 million) jobs are expected to be created over the 
next 5 years 

 Also, a target has been set for an additional 7 million (70 lakh) tonnes of fish 
production every year. 

  
 NITI Aayog – has recently launched a behaviour change campaign named 

‘Navigating the New Normal’  
 

 
 

 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is a partner for the behavior change campaign. 
 The aim of the campaign is to develop an appropriate Covid-safe behavior in the 

country, such as by making people adapt to wearing masks as a part of their daily 
routine. 
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 Until a vaccine is developed, it is essential for the citizens of the country to adopt 
certain behavioral changes in their everyday life by practicing hand hygiene, 
wearing masks, etc. 

 The behaviour change campaign has been designed under the guidance of the 
Empowered Group 6 that addresses issues related to Covid-19 response 
activities through effective solutions and formulation of plans 

 The behaviour change campaign has two parts - 
 The Web Portal (http://www.covidthenewnormal.com/) - which contains 

behavioral norms required for being COVID-safe. 
 Media Campaign - through which advertisements, animation for children, 

virtual awareness campaigns on social networking sites, etc will be 
propagated. 

 
 The world’s first Yoga University outside India - was launched recently at 

United State’s Los Angeles city.  
 

 
 

 The university will be known by the name - Vivekananda Yoga University. 
 It was launched as a part of the commemorations for the 6th International Yoga 

Day. 
 The university will offer various programs based on the ancient traditional Indian 

practice of yoga with a combination of scientific principles and modern research 
approaches. 

 For offering yoga-based higher education programs, the approval and official 
recognition for the launch of the university was received in November 2019 from 
California’s Bureau of Private Post-secondary Education. 

 Chancellor of SVYASA- Swami Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana 
(Deemed University at Bengaluru for the study of yoga), Dr. H R Nagendra will be 
the first Chairman of the Vivekananda Yoga University.  
 SVYASA was founded in the year 2002 
 It is the first Yoga University of India and also of the World 

 The first day of classes for the fall 2020 semester of the University will commence 
on 24th August 2020 

 Online Master’s Program in Yoga (M.S Yoga) will also be offered by the 
University. 
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 Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal - launched YUKTI 2.0 initiative 
recently, which is a logical extension of the earlier version of ‘YUKTI’ 

 The YUKTI web portal initiative was earlier launched on 11th April 2020 in line with 
the mission of making AtmaNirbhar Bharat. 

 

 
 

 YUKTI stands for ‘Young India combating COVID with Knowledge, Technology, 
and Innovation’. 

 The YUKTI 2.0 portal is for the Higher Education Institutes of the country. 
 Through the portal, the objective will be to acquire innovations and technologies in 

a holistic and comprehensive way from startup incubators that have commercial 
potential 

 The portal will help in establishing a market place where these young innovators 
will be connected with investors. 

 For this, initiatives like YUKTI are essential to convert the young idea into 
enterprises. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 A new free trade agreement between the United States, Mexico, and Canada 

– came into effect from 1st July 2020 onwards.  
 It replaced the earlier 26-years-old free trade agreement between the three 

countries- North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with certain changes 
 The new free trade agreement has been ratified by all three countries. 
 All three signatories of the new trade agreement have referred it by different 

names 
 United States called it USMCA- the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, 

while the Canadian Government has referred to as CUSMA and in Mexico by T-
MEC. 
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 NAFTA 2.0 was signed by the Head of the States of the three countries on the 
sideline of the 2018 G20 Summit in Argentina. 

 A year later, a revised version of the deal was signed on 10th December 2019 

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 Dubai based IOC Middle East FZE-subsidiary of Indian Oil Corporation 

Limited (IOCL) and Bangladesh’s Beximo LPG Limited’s UAE based holding 
company RR Holdings Ltd – signed an agreement for a Joint Venture LPG 
project in Bangladesh 

 As per the agreement, a 50:50 Joint Venture company (JVC) would be formed for 
setting up a LPG business in Bangladesh 

 The agreement signing event was virtually launched by Dharmendra Pradhan 
(Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas). 

 The JV Company will commence the process by acquiring the existing LPG 
assets of Beximco LPG Limited.  

 Then, it will start setting up a large LPG terminal in one of the deepwater port of 
Bangladesh 

 The LPG market in Bangladesh has registered five-fold growth over the last five 
years. 

 
 The foundation stone for the first Hindu Temple in Pakistan’s capital city 

Islamabad - was laid recently  
 

 
 

 The temple, devoted to Lord Krishna, is the first to be constructed in Islamabad  
 The name of the temple will be Shri Krishna Mandir, as decided by the Islamabad 

Hindu Panchayat. 
 The construction of the temple would cost Rs 10 crore (in Pakistani Rupee), which 

will be entirely borne by the Pakistan Government  
 The 20,000 sq ft plot for the temple was allotted back in January 2017 to the 

Islamabad Hindu Panchayat by the Capital Development Authority (CDA). 
 After Islam, the second largest religion in Pakistan is Hinduism 
 As per Pakistan Hindu Council, the total Hindu population of Pakistan is 8 million 

(80 lakh) as of 2018. 
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PERSONALITIES 
 2011 Pulitzer Prize winner Dr Siddhartha Mukherjee and Harvard University 

Economics Professor Raj Chetty - were named among the 38 immigrants to 
be honoured as the ‘2020 Great Immigrants’ by the Carnegie Corporation, 
USA. 

 

 
 

 Dr Siddhartha Mukherjee has served at New York-Presbyterian Hospital as a 
physician and as the Associate Professor of Medicine at the Columbia University. 
 He was conferred the country’s fourth highest civilian award of Padma Shri 

in 2014 
 Dr Mukherjee, a noted biologist, oncologist and the author was awarded 

Pulitzer Prize for his book: The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of 
Cancer in 2011 

 Raj Chetty was chosen as the recipient for the award for his efforts in launching a 
real-time economic impact monitor of Covid-19. 

 The ‘Great Immigrants’ honour has been conferred every year since 2006 by the 
Carnegie Corporations of New York 
 The winners name will be released ahead of the Independence Day of the 

United States on 4th July 
 Though the award, the Company Carnegie Corporations honors the legacy 

of its founder Andrew Carnegie 
 Andrew Carnegie was an immigrant from Scotland to the United States 
 He rose to become a leading industrialist from poverty and further 

established a philanthropic fund to support education programs across the 
United States 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 India’s topmost medical research body, Indian Council of Medical Research 

- sets August 15 deadline for world’s 1st Covid-19 vaccine, Covaxin 

 The ICMR has selected 12 institutes across the country to conduct the human 
trials for the vaccine 
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 The research body has ordered these institutions to secure necessary approvals 
from internal committees by July 7 with a warning that “non-compliance will be 
viewed very seriously”. 

 The vaccine has been jointly developed by ICMR and Hyderabad-based Bharat 
Biotech (BBIL) 

 

 
 

 Clinical trials includes a process of tightly monitored inoculation among sets of 
volunteers to test whether a vaccine is safe and works – a process that takes over 
10 years, on an average 

 Covaxin is yet to enter the clinical trials phase 
 However, 18 vaccine candidates across the world have already entered that 

stage. 
 Bharat Biotech is among seven Indian firms working on Covid-19 vaccines.  
 It was the first to get the regulatory nod to begin phase 1 and phase 2 human 

trials on June 29. 
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 The Sars-CoV-2 strain that causes Covid-19 was isolated in ICMR-National 
Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune, and transferred to Bharat Biotech on May 9. 

 

 
 
 The company then developed the indigenous and inactivated vaccine at its 

Biosafety level- 3 high containment facility which is located in Genome Valley in 
Hyderabad. 

 Bharat Biotech has developed several vaccines earlier, with the use of Vero Cell 
culture platform technologies.  

 These vaccines developed by the company are ussed to prevent diseases such 
as Rotavirus, Polio, Rabies, Japanese Encephalitis, Zika, and Chikungunya. 

 
 On July 3, Ahmedabad-based Zydus Cadila Healthcare Ltd - has received 

approval from Drugs Controller General of India (DGCI) to start Phase I and 
II human trials for its Covid-19 vaccine candidate  

 The new vaccine under development has been named as ‘ZyCoV-D’ 
 It had showed a “strong immune response” in animal studies, and the antibodies 

produced were able to completely neutralise the wild type virus 
 Globally, over 100 candidates are being tested on humans but no vaccine has yet 

been approved 
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 Russian Company- S.P. Korolev Rocket and Space Corporation Energia 

(also known as RSC Energia) - has announced that it will take the first 
tourist for a spacewalk in 2023.  

 The announcement came after RSC Energia has signed a deal with Space 
Adventures in this regard 

 Space Advertures is a space tourism company based in the US 
 RSC Energia is a part of the Roscosmos (Russia’s space agency). 
 As per the joint agreement between two companies, two tourists will be sent to the 

International Space Station (ISS) in the year 2023  
 Out of the two tourists, one will come from RSC Energia and another one will be a 

cosmonaut from Roscosmos. 
 From the year 2001 to 2009, Space Adventures along with the Russian Space 

Agency has taken eight tourists to the ISS. 
 In 2001, Dennis Tito, a businessman from the US, had become the world’s 

first paying space tourist and space explorer. 
 Since 2009, no other space tourist program has been conducted by any 

agency. 
 So far, all Human Space Flight missions until 30th May 2020 were 

conducted with the help of Russian crew spacecraft Soyuz. 
 On 30th May 2020, Falcon 9 rocket of SpaceX successfully carried two astronauts 

of NASA to the ISS. 
 Further, SpaceX in February 2020 has also signed an agreement with Space 

Adventures. 
 Under the agreement, both the companies have planned to carry a space tourism 

trip next year.  
 The number of space tourists for the trip will be 3. 

 

DEFENCE 
 The Indian Navy - has inducted an indigenously developed Maareech 

capable Advanced Torpedo Decoy System recently. 

 
 

 The induction will provide a huge boost to the Indian Navy’s anti-submarine 
warfare capabilities. 
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 A Torpedo is a self-propelled underwater missile that can be launched from a 
surface vessel, submarine, and airplane. 

 During a Torpedo attack, the Torpedo Defence System helps in detecting a 
torpedo and further applying countermeasures that are required for protecting it 
from the attack. 

 The Anti-Torpedo Decoy System has been designed and developed at the two 
main laboratories of DRDO - Naval Science & Technology Laboratory (NSTL) and 
Naval Physical & Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL)  

 The manufacturing of the Anti-Torpedo Decoy System will be undertaken by 
Bengaluru headquartered state-owned company Bharat Electronics Limited 
(BEL). 

 

ECONOMY 
 Intel Capital, the investment arm of US chipmaker Intel Corp-  has 

announced an investment of Rs 1,895 crore to buy a 0.39% stake in Jio 
Platforms 

 With this, it had become the 11th investor to pick up a stake in the Reliance 
Industries Limited-owned Jio platforms in the last 11 weeks.  

 Foreign investors — such as Facebook and Saudi Arabia’s PIF — now own a 
quarter of Jio, after agreeing to invest Rs 1.17 lakh crore into the company 

 

Investors  
Investments 
(Rs. Crore) 

Facebook 43, 573.62 

Silver Lake Partners 5,655.75 

Vista Equity Partners 11,367.00 

General Atlantic 6,598.38 

KKR 11,367.00 

Mubadala 9,093.60 

Silver Lake Partners 4,546.60 

Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority 

5,683.50 

TPG 4,546.80 

L Catterton 1,894.50 

PIF 11,367.00 

Intel 1,894.50 

Total 1,17,588.45 
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 Intel Capital joins the list of marquee firms that have invested in Jio Platforms, 
taking the total investment to ₹1,17,588.45 crore 

 The recent announcement comes two weeks after Jio’s parent RIL said that PIF’s 
Rs 11,367-crore investment marks the end of the digital company’s current phase 
of induction of financial partners. 

 On July 3, the company launched JioMeet, a video conferencing app to take on 
Zoom and Google Meet. 

 Intel Cap has pegged Jio’s valuation at Rs 5.16 lakh crore.  
 This is similar to the valuation assigned by other financial investors.  
 It will help Jio as it plans to go public in the future.  
 The share-sales in Jio and other fund-raise programmes have helped RIL emerge 

net-debt free 
 
 A UK government consortium involving a Bharti arm - has won the bid for 

OneWeb, which develops satellite technology in the UK and the US 
 

 
 

 Bharti’s overseas arm, Bharti Global would invest $500 million as part of the 
acquisition, with the U.K. government contributing a similar amount for the project. 

 Bharti Global operates out of London, and its investment portfolio spans telecom, 
technology, hospitality, transportation and energy.  
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 One-Web was formed in 2012 with a mission to provide high speed and low 
latency wireless broadband access across the globe, especially in rural areas 
through a constellation of satellites in low earth orbit. 

 Bharti was one of the founding members of OneWeb and had a strategic stake in 
the company. 

 The deal will enable the company to complete construction of a global satellite 
constellation that will provide enhanced broadband service around the world 

 Bharti Global and the UK government will each get a 45% stake in OneWeb with 
existing investors retaining 10%.  

 The deal, which is subject to the US court approval and regulatory clearances, is 
expected to close before the end of the year. 

 
 Apollo Tyres - has announced the commissioning of its new manufacturing 

plant in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh recently  
 An investment of Rs 3,800 crores has been set aside for setting up the state-of-

the-art manufacturing facility that is spread over 256 acres 
 Globally, this is the 7th manufacturing unit of Apollo Tyres and the 5th in India. 
 The facility will be established as per a 2016 Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) signed between the State Government of Andhra Pradesh and Gurugram 
headquartered Apollo Tyres Limited 

 The foundation stone of the manufacturing plant was laid on 9th January 2018 by 
the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. 

 The plant has a modular layout and uses Information Technology-driven systems 
and robotics. 

 By 2022, the company has set a per-day target to roll out 15,000 passenger car 
tyres and 3,000 truck-bus radials through the plant. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Indra Mani Pandey - was appointed as the next Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of India to UN in Geneva 
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 The 1990 batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer will serve as India’s 
permanent representative to the United Nations and other International 
Organizations in Geneva, Switzerland 

 Indra Mani Pandey is currently serving as the Additional Secretary in the Ministry 
of External Affairs 

 He will succeed 1983 batch Indian Foreign Services Officer Rajiv Kumar Chander.  
 Rajiv Kumar Chander was appointed as to the post on 30th May 2017 
 In a nearly three-decade career, Indra Mani Pandey has also served as the Joint 

Secretary in the Ministry of External Affair’s Disarmament and International 
Security Affairs division 

 He has also been a part of Indian missions in Kabul (Afghanistan), Cairo (Egypt), 
Damascus (Syria), Muscat (Oman) and Islamabad (Pakistan). 

 Earlier, T.S. Tirumurti was appointed as the Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of India at the United Nations in New York on 29th April 2020 

 T.S. Tirumurti replaced Syed Akbaruddin. 

AWARDS 
 Technical partners of MyGov Corona Helpdesk, JioHaptik Technologies 

Limited – conferred with two awards for their AI (Artificial Intelligence) 
enabled technology solution at the virtual Global Leadership Summit and 
Festival of AI & Emerging Technology, CogX 2020. 

 The awards won are under following categories -Best Innovation for Covid-19-
Society & People’s Choice Covid-19 Overall Winner 

 In a record span of 5 days, the AI-enabled MyGov Corona Helpdesk was 
designed to get the latest information related to Covid-19. 

 The helpdesk was developed after collaboration between the teams of MyGov, 
WhatsApp, and JioHaptik Technologies Limited. 

 The platform has processed more than 41 million (4.1 crores) conversations as on 
date and received above 76 million (7.6 crores) messages. 

 Further, more than 28 million people have accessed the platform till date. 
 CogX is held annually in London, United Kingdom.  

 It is one of the largest events in AI in the world. 
 The first CogX event was held in the year 2017. 

SPORTS 
 On 30th June 2020, the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) - has launched 

its mobile application ‘NADA INDIA’  
 The new mobile App aims to create a bridge with the athletes under which 

information on prohibited substances would be provided easily through the App 
 It was launched by the Union Minister of State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports 

Kiren Rijiju. 
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 The mobile App was already released on platforms such as Google Play Store on 
12th January 2020 

 However, the official launch of the application was delayed till now. 
 Information on medicines that are commonly prescribed and used by athletes will 

be available in the application 
 Further, through the App, Registered Testing Pool (RTP) athletes under NADA 

can update their whereabouts 
 This will ensure a smoother and quicker process for conducting tests as per 

availability of dope control officers 

COVID SCENARIO IN TAMIL NADU - REPORT 
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