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TAMIL NADU 
 In Tamil Nadu, Six workers died and 17 others were injured - in a boiler blast 

in Unit V at thermal power station (TPS) II of the Neyveli Lignite Corporation 
in Neyveli on July 1.  

 

 
 

 Earlier, five workers died in another boiler explosion in Unit VI at the same plant 
on May 7. 

 The power station has seven units of 210 MW each, totalling 1,470 MW. 
 Following the mishap, the company has ordered a high-level inquiry headed by 

retired director (technical) of national thermal power corporation (NTPC) P K 
Mohapatra to probe the cause of the accident.  

 The company has also constituted an internal inquiry committee. 
 Further, it has shut all the four 210 MW-capacity units in TPS-II and ordered an 

immediate safety audit. 
 Meanwhile, CM Edappadi K Palaniswami announced ₹3lakh assistance to each 

to the families of the six victims, ₹1lakh each for those who suffered major injuries 
and ₹50,000 each for those with minor injuries. 

 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – JULY 2, 2020 
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 The Centre - has postponed the proposal to grant environmental and 
coastal zone regulation clearance to the state government’s Rs 135 crore 
ambitious project of expansion of Cuddalore port  

 This was because the consultant engaged by the state from Annamalai University 
to undertake environment impact assessment for the project did not have a valid 
‘accreditation certificate’ from National Accreditation Board for Education and 
Training for the last fifteen months. 

 In its recent meeting, the expert appraisal committee (infrastructure) of the Union 
environment ministry noticed the accreditation of the consultant, Centre for 
Environment and Safety, Annamalai University, had expired in February last year.  

 According to the committee, only accredited consultants are eligible to make the 
presentation, as per the provisions of Environment Impact Assessment 
Notification, 2006 

 In this circumstance, the committee postponed the clearance for the project 
 It has sought a valid accreditation certificate and signed copy of the environment 

impact assessment/environment management plan report containing signatures of 
all the team members 

 The state-run Tamil Nadu Maritime Board that operates Cuddalore port has 
proposed the expansion of the port 

 It has planned to enhance the cargo handling capacity with construction of two 
additional berths in the existing breakwaters, besides cargo storage system and 
dredging of 18.73 lakh cubic metre.  

 The Cuddalore port needs to be dredged urgently to make the existing wharf 
become operational for multi-cargo handling for 5.68MTPA of varied cargo of coal, 
fertiliser, cement and containers. 

 Incidentally, the proposal has been deferred by the expert appraisal committee for 
the third time.  

 The first meeting and the detailed presentation of the proposal was made by the 
maritime board and consultant in February 

 During that time, the committee observed there was so many discrepancies in the 
presentation and asked it to submit point-wise compliance of the Terms of 
Reference granted for the environment impact assessment study.  

 In May, the proposal was again deferred when the board did not take part in the 
meeting through video conferencing.  

 On the request from the board, the committee again considered the proposal in its 
June meeting.  

 But this time, the board uploaded an unsigned copy of the environment impact 
assessment report (of the consultant) on the portal, as noted by the Committee 

 
 Tamil Nadu - recorded 3,882 fresh Covid-19 cases on July 1, taking the 

cumulative case tally to 94,049.  
 Out of this, only 39,856 people are still under treatment as ‘active cases’ 
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 As many as 2,852 patients were discharged from hospitals on the day, taking the 
total recovered to 52,926 persons  

 

 
 

 The state reported 63 deaths in the last 24 hours, taking the cumulative toll to 
1,264. 

 The state’s hotspot, Chennai, recorded 2,182 new cases, which recorded 2,000-
plus infections for the third consecutive day.  
 With this, the city’s case tally went past 60,000 to 60,533, which includes 

36,826 who have been recovered and discharged 
 Apart from Chennai, the adjoining districts Tiruvallur (147), Kancheepuram (86) 

and Chengalpet (226) together reported 459 cases 
 With this, Chengalpet’s overall case tally stood at 5,648, followed by 

Tiruvallur (3,978), Madurai (2,858), Kancheepuram (2,067), Tiruvannamalai 
(1,859), Vellore (1,384) and Cuddalore (1,081). 

 On July 1, all districts barring Perambalur, recorded fresh cases. 
 Madurai recorded 297 cases, Ramanathapuram registered 100 cases, while 

Salem had 162, and Vellore logged 76 cases. 
 A total of 31,521 samples were tested in the last 24 hours, taking the total figure 

to 12,02,204.  
 As many as 11,47,193 persons have been tested so far.  
 One more government laboratory — the Government Hospital, 

Tiruchengodu, Namakkal district — has been approved for Covid-19 testing, 
taking the total number of testing facilities in the State to 91. 

 
 The Southern Bench of the National Green Tribunal - has held that 

Environmental Clearances (EC) are mandatory for mining leases whether 
major or minor, those that are even less than five hectares area, as per the 
amended Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) notification dated 
January 2016. 

 The bench ruled that existing mining leases, too, will have to get EC and all types 
of mine shall not be permitted to operate without EC irrespective of their size. 
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 As per an earlier notification issued in January 2016, all mining leases, for major 
minerals as well as minor minerals, were mandated to obtain EC after January 15, 
2016 

 Before 2016, the EIA notification issued in 2006 was amended in 2014 to remove 
the distinction between major and minor minerals  

 This notification issued in 2014 had brought any mining lease of non-coal 
products, having less than 5 hectares under the regime of Environmental 
Clearance. 

 As per the bench of Justice K. Ramakrishnan and expert member Saibal 
Dasgupta, all applications for EC that are pending as on March 31, 2016, will, 
however, have to be treated as normal applications and not as ‘violation’  

 Accordingly, the authorities are directed to dispose of the applications as per the 
law 

STATES 
 In a major shift in the Covid-19 treatment and discharge policy, the Kerala 

government - has decided to discharge patients from hospitals after a single 
negative test  

 At present, the patients are being discharged after they are tested negative in two 
consecutive tests within 48 hours. 

 Further, the state government has also revised the timing of follow-up tests.  
 As per the new norms, asymptomatic and patients with mild symptoms 

could be subjected to the follow-up test only on the 10th day after 
admission.  
 They could be discharged, if found negative. 

 For those with moderate and severe symptoms, the test should be 
conducted after 14 days.  
 They also could be discharged, if found negative.  

 Besides, they should have no symptoms three days prior to testing negative. 
 If a patient is tested positive after 10 or 14 days, the repeat tests should be 

done every alternative day until the test results come negative. 
 The ICMR (Indian Council for Medical Research) has issued guidelines 

recommending discharge of asymptomatic patients on the 10th day with or 
without testing, considering that there is less chance for them to be infectious.  
 Until now, the swabs of Covid-19 patients were subjected to follow-up tests 

after seven days.  
 They will be tested within 48 hours if they are tested negative and 

discharged only if both the tests are negative 
 According to the government, the change in discharge guidelines has been made 

on the basis of the recent analysis of epidemiology of patients in the state and 
World Health Organisation guidelines.  

 The Union government has also recommended changes in the discharge policy. 
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 The revised guidelines also want those discharged to avoid non-essential travel 
and social contacts like family visits, weddings and work for seven days 

 
 On July 1, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy - flagged 

off a huge fleet of 1,088 units of ‘108’ ambulances and ‘104’ mobile medical 
units on the eve of National Doctor’s Day 

 

 
 
 The huge line-up of the fleet consists of the 432 ambulances (108) and 656 

mobile medical units (104) 
 In this regard, the state government had invested ₹201 crore on the new units 
 Further, for the first time, 26 neo-natal ambulances were being made available as 

part of the 108 services in the state.  
 
 The Tripura government - has announced a new immunity boosting 

programme for the general public 
 Under the programme, Vitamin C-enriched juice and fruits, especially pineapple 

and lemon, will be distributed among the urban population through self-help 
groups every Saturday.  

 The programme is initially planned to conducted for the entire month of July 
 It is expected to incur an expenditure of ₹1 crore to the government.  
 Teams of the National Urban Livelihood Mission will monitor the scheme 

NATIONAL 
 The Food Ministry – has indicated that the scheme to provide free rations to 

eight crore migrants under the Aatmanirbhar package reached less than 
15% of its target beneficiaries 

 The scheme was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in mid-May 
to support migrant workers without ration cards 
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 Overall, foodgrains were distributed to 1.21 crore people in May, accounting for 
just 15% of the estimated eight crore beneficiaries.  

 In June, less than 93 lakh people, approximately 11.6%, received the free rations 
under the scheme. 

 On June 30, PM Narendra Modi announced the extension of the Pradhan Mantri 
Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) till November 
 The scheme was launched to provide additional free foodgrains and pulses 

to all ration card-holders from April to May.  
 However, the Aatmanirbhar food package, which was meant to provide free 

foodgrains to migrants and those without ration cards in May and June, was not 
extended. 

 According to the Union Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, the State governments 
have not distributed the full component of food allocated under the Aatmanirbhar 
package, as they did not have that many migrants in need 

 In May, the Finance Minister had said the eight crore estimate had been 
calculated by adding estimates provided by the State governments of people in 
migrant camps and clusters. 

 Andhra Pradesh, Goa and Telangana had 0% distribution, and seven States had 
less than 1%.  

 Telangana lifted its entire allocation of grain under the Aatmanirbhar scheme from 
the Central pool, but did not distribute it to any beneficiary at all.  
 Andhra Pradesh distributed grain to 600 people in May and 800 in June.  
 Gujarat distributed grain to just over 4,500 in May (0.1% of its target) and 

none in June.  
 Jharkhand and Odisha both distributed less than 0.5% of their targets. 

 On the other end of the scale, Rajasthan distributed grain to more than 42 lakh 
people each month, 95% of its estimated target.  



 

7 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 Himachal Pradesh and Haryana distributed more than 50% of their targets, 
while Punjab, Delhi, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh all crossed the 30% 
mark. 

 
 The Union Home Ministry – had designated nine more individuals as 

“terrorists” under the amended anti-terror law that was passed by 
Parliament last year. 

 The nine persons declared terrorists are linked to separatist Khalistani groups that 
seek to establish a separate country for the Sikhs. 

 They are –  
 Wadhawa Singh Babbar, Pakistan-based chief of terrorist organisation 

Babbar Khalsa International 
 Lakhbir Singh, based in Pakistan and chief of terrorist organisation 

International Sikh Youth Federation 
 Ranjeet Singh, based in Pakistan and chief of terrorist outfit Khalistan 

Zindabad Force 
 Paramjit Singh, based in Pakistan and chief of the Khalistan Commando 

Force 
 Bhupinder Singh Bhinda from Germany, who is a key member of Khalistan 

Zindabad Force 
 Gurmeet Singh Bagga from Germany, also an important member of 

Khalistan Zindabad Force 
 Gurpatwant Singh Pannun from the U.S, a key member of the unlawful 

association called Sikh for Justice 
 Hardeep Singh Nijjar from Canada, who is the chief of the Khalistan Tiger 

Force 
 Paramjit Singh from U.K., who heads the Babbar Khalsa International in 

U.K., 
 The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), enacted in 1967, was amended in 

2004, 2008 and 2013. 
 The 2004 amendment was intended to ban organisations for terrorist activities 

 As per the amendment, 34 outfits, including the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the 
Jaish-e-Mohammad, were banned. 

 The UAPA, as amended in August last year, gave the Home Ministry the power to 
designate individuals as terrorists. 

 Earlier, in September 2019, the four individuals designated as terrorists includes 
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar, Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Hafiz Saeed, his 
deputy Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, and underworld don Dawood Ibrahim, who 
planned and executed the 1993 Mumbai serial blasts. 

 
 The Environment Ministry - has announced the reconstitution of the Central 

Zoo Authority (CZA) to include an expert from the School of Planning and 
Architecture, Delhi, and a molecular biologist.  
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 Accordingly, the Director, School of Planning and Architecture, P.S.N. Rao, and 
Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 
(CCMB), Karthikeyan Vasudevan were included in the CZA 
 Further, Abhilash Khandekar, senior journalist and environmentalist, 

continues to be part of the new list of members in the CZA 
 The reconstituted CZA comes into effect on June 30. 
 The CZA is a statutory body chaired by the Environment Minister and tasked with 

regulating zoos across the country. 
 The authority provides guidelines and rules, under which animals may be 

transferred among zoos nationally and internationally. 
 Apart from the chairman, it consists of 10 members and a member-

secretary.  
 Almost all of them are officials in the Environment Ministry and non-

government experts, who are wildlife conservationists or retired forest 
officers. 

 From June 1, the CZA has allowed zoos to take decision on opening them to 
visitors. 

 
 On July 1, the Railways - launched the process to allow private players to 

operate certain trains on its network by inviting Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) for operation of passenger train services on 109 routes with 151 
modern trains. 

 Each train shall have a minimum of 16 coaches 
 

 
 

 This is the first initiative for inviting private investments in running passenger 
trains over the Railways network 

 The move is expected to attract investments of about ₹30,000 crore to the 
Railways. 

 The objective of the initiative was to introduce modern technology trains with 
reduced maintenance, reduce transit time, boost job creation, provide enhanced 
safety, provide world class travel experience to passengers, and also reduce 
demand supply deficit in the passenger transportation sector. 
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 The Delhi-Lucknow Tejas is the first private train allowed to operate by the Indian 
Railways 
 The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC), which is a 

public sector undertaking, was entrusted with running the train 
 Further, two more private trains were allowed to run, which includes 

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Tejas and the Kashi Mahakal Express (between 
Varanasi and Indore). 

 According to the Railways, “majority” of private trains will be manufactured in India 
and designed for a maximum speed of 160 kmph. 

 The private entity, operating the train, will be responsible for financing, procuring, 
operation and maintenance of the trains 

 The “Concession Period” for the project will be 35 years 
 The private entity will pay to Indian Railways fixed haulage charges, energy 

charges as per actual consumption, and a share in gross revenue 
determined through a transparent bidding process. 

 These trains will be operated by drivers and guards of the Railways. 
 The operation of the trains by the private entity shall conform to the key 

performance indicators like punctuality, reliability, upkeep of trains, etc., 
 With a drop in earnings of railways by a massive 58% in the pandemic scenario, 

the Railways, as part of an elaborate cost-cutting plan, has further decided to 
allow sponsorship of trains and stations. 

 
 On July 1, Covid cases in India - crossed the six-lakh mark, just five days 

after the country had breached the half-million mark 
 However, the growth rate and the mortality rate both have declined during the 

intervening period. 
 The growth rate of 3.6% for one lakh cases on June 26 — when India 

breached the half-million mark - fell to 3.5% on the day.  
 Similarly, the growth rate of fatalities dropped from 2.9% to 2.6% in the 

same period. 
 After a gap of two days, fresh cases breached the 19,000-mark once again with 

19,684 patients testing positive for the virus, taking the country’s caseload to 
6,05,068. 

 However, daily fatalities dropped to 434 from the second highest peak of 510 
recorded the previous day.  
 India’s cumulative death toll has risen to 17,837. 

 On the positive side, a total of 3,59,671 people have recovered from the virus. 
 Maharashtra saw the second highest surge in daily cases with 5,537 patients 

testing positive for the virus, taking the state’s caseload to 1,80,298.  
 The highest single-day peak was recorded on June 27 with 6,328 cases. 
 The state breached the 8,000-mark with 198 fresh deaths, pushing the 

cumulative toll to 8,053. 
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 Delhi recorded a marginal increase with 2,442 patients testing positive, compared 
to 2,199 reported a day earlier, taking the state’s caseload to 89,802.  
 With 61 more people succumbing to the virus, the state’s toll rose to 2,803. 

 Telangana recorded its second highest daily peak with 1,018 cases, taking the 
state’s caseload to 17,357. 
 With seven more deaths, the state’s toll rose to 267 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 On July 1, Hong Kong police - made their first arrests under a new national 

security law imposed a day earlier by China’s government 
 

 
 

 Hong Kong police have arrested around 370 people on various charges, including 
unlawful assembly, shouting of slogans against the Chinese government, 
possession of weapons, possession of items advocating independence and 
violating the national security law.  

 The arrests were made as thousands of people marched on the streets on the 
23rd anniversary of Britain’s handover of Hong Kong to China in 1997.  

 For the first time, police banned this year’s annual march.  
 The new legislation makes secessionist, subversive, terrorist activities and any 

foreign intervention in the city’s internal affairs as ‘illegal’  
 Hong Kong’s leader Carrie Lam strongly endorsed the new law in a speech 

marking Wednesday’s 23rd anniversary of the handover of the territory — officially 
called the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region — from British colonial rule. 

 As per Britain, the security legislation “is a clear and serious violation” of the Sino-
British Joint Declaration, the agreement that paved the way for the former British 
colony’s handover to Chinese rule. 

 He also announced that residency rights for up to 3 million Hong Kong residents 
eligible for British National Overseas passports will be extended to five years from 
the current six-month limit.  

 After five years, they could apply for settled status and then apply for citizenship 
12 months after that 
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 Russian voters - approved changes to the constitution that will allow 
President Vladimir Putin to hold power for another two six-year consecutive 
terms after his current term expires in 2024, until 2036 

 

 
 

 As per the votes received during the referendum, 77.95% of Russian citizens 
have voted in support of the amendments to the 1993 Constitution of Russia. 

 However, 21.23% of the Russian citizens voted against the amendments. 
 For the first time in Russia, polls were kept open for a week from 25th June to 1st 

July 2020 to improve voter turnout amid the coronavirus pandemic 
 By the time polls closed in Moscow and most other parts of western Russia, the 

overall turnout was at 65% 
 The constitutional referendum was proposed by the President of Russia Vladimir 

Putin during his address to the Federal Assembly on 15th January 2020 
 A total of 206 amendments had been proposed and Russians had to vote a 

“yes” or a “no” to the reforms as a whole. 
 As per one of the amendments, the term of the current (Vladimir Putin) and former 

(Dmitry Medvedev from 2008-2012) President of Russia will not be counted in 
2024 
 It means, these terms (current and the previous terms) will be reset or 

counted from 0 from 2024 so that either of them can be elected as the 
President again in 2024 

 A term of the President of Russia is of 6 years 
 At present, a person can serve as the President of Russia for a maximum of 

two consecutive terms 
 The reforms include some other conservative and populist measures — like 

guaranteed minimum pensions, an effective ban on gay marriage and introduction 
of a reference to Russia's ancestral "faith in God". 

 Initially planned for April 22, the referendum was postponed by the Covid-19 
pandemic 

 Vladimir previously served as Russia’s President for two consecutive terms till 
2008 

 Later, Putin chose Dmitry Medvedev as his successor, who won a landslide 
victory in the March 2008 presidential elections. 
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 In March 2012, Vladimir Putin was again elected as Russia’s President for a third 
term.  

 He nominated Medvedev to serve as prime minister. 
 Further in 2018, Putin was chosen for the fourth and second consecutive term as 

the country’s President. 
 His term is supposed to end in 2024. 

 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 
 India and China - have broadly agreed to restart the gradual troop 

disengagement from ‘friction points’ in Galwan Valley and Gogra-Hot 
Springs areas of eastern Ladakh 

 However, there has been no breakthrough as yet in defusing the major troop 
confrontation at Pangong Tso 
 At Pangong Tso, PLA soldiers have built a large number of fortifications as 

well as occupied the ‘Finger-4 to 8 area’ (mountainous spurs separated by 
8-km distance) on the north bank of the lake since early May. 

 The move follows after the 12-hour marathon meeting between 14 Corps 
commander Lt-General Harinder Singh and South Xinjiang Military District chief 
Major General Liu Lin at Chushul on June 30.  
 This was the third such meeting since June 6. 

 After agreeing to the disengagement plan for Galwan and Hot Springs during the 
June 6 and 22 meetings between the corps commanders, the PLA did not act 
accordingly. 

 It has to be recalled that the Indian soldiers were subjected to a pre-meditated 
attack near PP-14 in Galwan Valley on June 15, in which 20 Indian soldiers led by 
Colonel Santosh Babu and an unspecified number of Chinese troops were killed. 

 The top military meeting focused on the “agreement” between Indian and Chinese 
foreign ministers during their June 17 conversation that “the overall situation 
would be handled in a responsible manner” and both sides would “sincerely’ 
implement the disengagement understanding of June 6” 

 As per the proposed disengagement plan, the rival troops will gradually move 
back 2.5 to 3 km in phases to de-escalate tensions at the face-off sites 
 Later, there will be withdrawal of the massive military buildup along the LAC. 

 The PLA has deployed well over 20,000 soldiers from its 4th Motorised Infantry 
Division and 6th Mechanised Infantry Division as well as ‘reserves’ from the 
Western Theatre Command along the LAC in eastern Ladakh, especially in the 
strategically-located Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO)-Depsang sector. 
 It has been involved in blocking Indian patrols beyond the ‘Bottleneck’ area 

in Depsang after intruding deeply into Indian territory 
 Also, the PLA has simultaneously stepped up activities in the middle 

(Uttarakhand and Himachal) and eastern (Sikkim and Arunachal) sectors of 
the 3,488-km LAC.  
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 India has undertaken ‘mirror deployments’ by inducting three additional infantry 
divisions (each has 10,000-12,000 soldiers), artillery guns, surface-to-air missile 
systems, tanks and armoured vehicles in eastern Ladakh alone, along with 
deploying fighter as well as attack and heavy-lift helicopters in forward bases 

 At present, the country’s defence establishment is finalising a plan to send 
a dozen new highspeed interceptor boats armed with the latest surveillance 
gear to Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh 

 The Indian Army have 17 QRT (quick-reaction team) boats for patrolling the lake 
located an altitude of 13,900-feet since 2012-2013 

 But, it is not a match for the heavier Type-928B patrol boats being used by the 
People’s Liberation Army there 

 The new highspeed interceptor boats may have to be dismantled and airlifted by 
C-17 Globemaster-III aircraft to Leh and then taken forward from there to reach 
the lake 

 The 134-km-long Pangong lake, two-thirds of which is controlled by China as it 
extends from Tibet to India, has been a major source of friction between the two 
countries over the years. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 Lepidopterists in Arunachal Pradesh - have identified two more new 

butterfly species. 
 The researchers have provided specimens and photographic inputs for the 

Butterfly Research Centre in Uttarakhand’s Bhimtal to confirm the two species. 
 

 
 

 One of them, the Striped Hairstreak, was first observed by Japanese 
entomologists in Hainan province of China.  

 The other, Elusive Prince, has a Vietnamese background and was thought to be 
the more familiar Black Prince found in the Eastern Himalayas. 

 The scientific name of the Elusive Prince is Rohana tonkiniana, named after 
Tonkin in North Vietnam, where it was first reported. 

 With this, India now has 1,327 species, up from 1,318 in 2015 
 The Striped Hairstreak (Yamamotozephyrus kwangtugenesis) was located in 

Vijaynagar bordering Myanmar while the Elusive Prince was found in Miao on the 
periphery of the Namdapha National Park in Arunachal Pradesh 



 

14 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 The Rohana genus had been represented in India by two species — the Black 
Prince (Rohana parisatis) and the Brown Prince (Rohana parvata).  
 In the former, the male is black and the female is brown while in the latter, 

both male and female are brown. 
 The recording of the two butterflies follows the “rediscovery” of the Assam 

Keelback, a non-venomous snake from the Gelling area of Arunachal Pradesh 
after 129 years. 

APPOINTMENTS 
 On July 1, Shrikant Madhav Vaidya – was appointed as the Head of Indian 

Oil Corporation (IOC), the country’s largest oil refiner and fuel retailer with 
more than 55% share of the market. 

 

 
 

 Vaidya was a chemical engineer from the National Institute of Technology (NIT), 
Rourkela 

 He succeeds Sanjiv Singh, who superannuated on June 30.  
 As director (refineries) before his elevation, Vaidya led the upgrade of the 

company’s refineries as per the standards of BS-VI fuels. 
 Earlier, as executive director (refinery operations) at Indian Oil, he was 

instrumental in expansion of several refineries and petrochemical projects.  
 His other achievements were supplying cleaner shipping fuel, introduction of 

special winter-grade diesel for the high-altitude Himlayan regions and expanding 
IOC low-carbon offerings with projects for biofuels and 2G/3G ethanol-blended 
fuels at its refineries. 

 

SPORTS 
 Shashank Manohar, the chairman of the International Cricket Council (ICC) 

since November 2015 - decided to step down on July 1 after two two-year 
terms at the helm. 

 The governing body’s deputy chairman Imran Khwaja will assume the 
responsibilities of the chair until a successor is elected 

 A process for the election to appoint Manohar’s successor will be approved by the 
ICC board within the next seven days 



 

15 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 After the approval, the processes for nomination and election for the next ICC 
chairman will begin. 

 

 
 

 The incumbent England & Wales Cricket Board (ECB) chairman Colin Graves is 
once again the front-runner for the coveted post. 

 
 Flamboyant Indian all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja - has been named as India’s 

most valuable Test player in the 21st century by the Wisden magazine.  
 

 
 

 With an MVP rating of 97.3, the 31-year-old Jadeja was also rated as the second 
most valuable Test player worldwide 

 Earlier, Sri Lankan legend Muttiah Muralitharan was announced as the most 
valuable test player of the 21st century. 

 Jadeja made in test debut in 2012 
 He has played in 49 Tests, scoring 1,869 runs with one century and 14 fifties to 

his name.  
 He has also picked up 213 Test wickets. 
 His batting and bowling average differential of 10.62 runs was adjudged the 

second best of any player this century to have scored more than 1,000 runs and 
taken 150 wickets. 
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INDIA’S FERTILITY RATE ANALYSIS - REPORT 
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NEW POLICE COMMISSIONER OF CHENNAI – 
A REPORT 

 Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal, a 1994-batch officer - has been appointed as the 
new Commissioner of Police, Chennai. 

 

 
 

 Aggarwal, a native of Punjab, was a law graduate who became an IPS officer at 
22 years of age. 

 Agarwal served as superintendent of police (SP) in Theni and Tuticorin and was 
deputy commissioner of police (DCP) at Flower Bazaar in Chennai and south 
Chennai traffic before moving out of the state on central deputation. 

 He returned to the state as Inspector General of police and was posted to the 
CBCID 

 He later served as police commissioner before being promoted as Additional 
Director General of police and posted to the commando school in the Chennai 
Boat Club area. 

 While serving as the ADGP (Operations), Aggarwal played a crucial role in 
handling the issue of migrant workers during the initial days of the Covid-19 
lockdown in the State. 
 He formed small teams to list down the labourers district-wise and organised 

their food and shelter in coordination with the respective employers and 
district administrations. 

 At least 4 lakh migrant workers were later sent to their respective States on 
Shramik Special trains as part of his efforts. 

 Before this, he was first deputed to Tirunelveli to supervise the enforcement of 
prohibitory orders and manage the police force in preventing the spread of Covid-
19 in the southern districts in April 

 He was then nominated as nodal officer for North Zone of Chennai to assist the 
police in combating Covid-19. 

 Aggarwal had also served as Additional Commissioner of Police (South), 
Chennai, and Commissioner of Police in Madurai and Tirunelveli 
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 While heading the Special Investigation Division of the Crime Branch-CID, 
Aggarwal formed to investigate the series of communal murders in which leaders 
of Hindu organisations were targeted and murdered a few years ago. 

 He was given the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister’s Police Medal for Excellence in 
Public Service on August 15, 2018.  

 He was the recipient of the Police Medal for Meritorious Service and the Chief 
Minister’s Medal for Outstanding Devotion to Duty. 

 Aggarwal served as Deputy Inspector-General of Police in the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, Chandigarh, for about seven years. 

 He replaces ADGP A.K. Viswanathan, who has been transferred and posted 
as ADGP, Operations, Chennai. 

 Viswanathan had completed three years as the Chennai police chief, the longest 
tenure of an officer in the post in recent years.  

 It was during his tenure that thousands of surveillance cameras were installed in 
the city under the ‘Third eye’ initiative, which served to monitor anti-social 
elements and helped in detecting several crimes and in the regulation of traffic.  

 In 2017, he received the President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


