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TAMIL NADU 
 On July 9, the State government - reversed its decision of barring tahsildars 

from issuing income and asset certificates to candidates of the 
economically weaker section (EWS) in the general category. 

 However, the document should state that it is meant only for seeking admission to 
Central educational institutions or employment in the Central government 

 With this, the situation has been restored to the original decision of the State 
government taken in May 2019 

 As per the earlier decision, Collectors are empowered to issue the certificates to 
persons belonging to the EWS for the purpose of education and employment in 
the Central government 

 
 Tamil Nadu stands 26th in the country - in terms of providing piped water 

connections under the centre’s ambitious scheme ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ 
 The state has provided just 955 household piped water connections in the first 

quarter under the central government’s flagship programme, Jal Jeevan Mission 
 Telangana tops the entire country with 6.38 lakh connections, followed by Bihar 

(2.57 lakh), Maharashtra (2.13 lakh) and Madhya Pradesh (2.09 lakh) 
 The mission aims to provide safe drinking water to every rural household through 

functional tap connections. 
 The Tamil Nadu government provided only 1.2% of the targetted 13.86 lakh 

household tap connections last year.  
 The Union government, however, had allotted ₹1,290.54 crore in the past two 

years to the state for the mission, and the state had also allotted an equal share. 
 But, it was found that only 17% of the 1.26 crore rural households in the state 

have tap connections till date.  
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 In its annual action plan presented to the ministry on May 15, the state 
government unveiled its ambitious plan to provide 33.94 lakh this year and the 
rest in the subsequent years. 

 The state has allotted ₹2,264.74 crore to 35 districts, except Chennai, to provide 
a minimum of 19.74 lakh house connections during this period. 

 The delay in implementing the programme is noteworthy, since only five out of 
12,525 village panchayats in the state lack water supply schemes. 

 
 A four-feet tall huge burial urn with its lid intact - has been unearthed by 

archaeologists at the Adichanallur site in Tuticorin district.  
 

 
 

 With this, 10 urns of different sizes have been discovered in this ancient site 
during this phase of excavation, which began on May 25. 

 A group of archaeologists led by director of excavation, Tamil Nadu 
archaeological department, J Bhaskaran, is carrying out the excavation.  

 The first urns were found around June 8, in which skeletal parts in various 
quadrants were also found.  

 The latest urn along with two others was found in a place called Parambu 
Puliankulam on the banks of the Tamirabarini river. 

 The urns have been made of black-red pottery 
 Last year, it was submitted in the Madras high court that the ancient civilization 

that thrived at the Adichanallur site was said to have existed between 905 BC and 
696 BC 

 It was based on the carbon dating done on artefacts previously unearthed in 
Adhichanallur 

 Adichanallur was last excavated during the year 2004-2005 and again taken up 
this year. 

 
 On July 9, Tamil Nadu - recorded 4,231 new Covid-19 cases, after recording 

less than 4,000 cases for three consecutive days 
 With this, the state’s overall caseload has gone up to 1,26,581.  
 Out of the total cases, Chennai continued to stay at the 1,200-mark for the third 

day running with 1,216 cases, taking its overall tally to 73,729 
 With 65 deaths reported on the day, the toll increased to 1,765.  
 Of the 65 deaths, 23 were in Chennai and nine in Madurai. 
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 The State’s recovery rate stood at 61% with 3,994 persons discharged after 
treatment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Of these, 2,700 were discharged in Chennai alone.  
 As on date, a total of 78,161 persons were discharged in the State, while 46,652 

persons were under treatment as ‘active cases’ 
 A total of 42,369 samples were tested on the day, the highest number to be tested 

on a single day.  
 With this, the total number of samples tested so far has gone up to 14,91,783 
 Apart from Chennai, Tiruvallur led the daily count with 364 cases, while 

Virudhunagar and Madurai followed with 289 and 261 cases respectively. 
 Kallakurichi, which had so far reported around 544 cases, witnessed a huge spike 

with 254 people testing positive.  
 Other districts like Virudhunagar (289), Tuticorin (196), Chengalpet (169), 

Tirunelveli (110), Coimbatore (98), Theni (90) and Trichy (93) and continued to 
report more cases on the day. 

 Two more testing facilities — the District Headquarters Hospital, Perambalur, and 
GeneTeq Immuno-Molecular Lab Pvt Ltd, Salem — were approved for testing.  

 With this, the State has 100 testing facilities — 53 in the government sector and 
47 in the private sector. 

 In another announcement, the Greater Chennai Corporation announced that it will 
seal commercial establishments for 14 days if they are found to be not enforcing 
norms on physical distancing and wearing of masks. 

 On July 9, the Tamil Nadu government accepted the demand from IT industry and 
permitted up to 10% of employees to work from office in Greater Chennai police 
limits 

 The move will benefit large IT players such as TCS, HCL, Cognizant and IBM 
among others that have thousands of employees 
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 Earlier, the state government had permitted 50% of employees of IT/ ITeS 
companies to work from office, while announcing working norms from July 6 for 
various industries in Greater Chennai police limits 

 But it capped the maximum number of employees to 80. 
 Meanwhile, the Tamil Nadu government has informed the Madras high court that 

it has decided to permit private educational institutions to collect fees for lockdown 
period in three installments.  

 They would be allowed to collect in the months of August, December and April 
2021, as per the State 

NATIONAL 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - plans to launch a new pan-

India serological survey to estimate the true prevalence of the Covid-19 
infection 

 This will be a follow-up to the first survey conducted in mid-April across 60 
districts in 21 states 

 The organisation is yet to make public the details of the first survey, which found 
that 0.73% of the population may have been exposed to the virus. 

 Besides, the ICMR announced that it is analyzing the data of at least 22,000 
samples that were collected as part of the sero-survey conducted in Delhi 
between June 27 and July 5 

 This sero-prevalence survey was conducted across 11 districts by the Delhi 
government and National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)  

 ICMR said sero-prevalence survey – similar to one conducted in Delhi – will also 
be conducted in other states. 

 These surveys are conducted by detecting Immunoglobulin G (IgG) antibodies.  
 The detection of presence of these antibodies enables estimation of the incidence 

of the infection 
 These IgG antibodies start appearing after two weeks of the onset of the viral 

infection and last for several months even after a Covid-19 patient has recovered 
 The findings of these surveys will help the government and ICMR assess the 

extent of the spread of Covid-19 in India or in specific areas 
 They would also help to evaluate the evolving trend of the infection which may be 

crucial in research as well as framing future policy interventions 
 
 On July 7, the Union Labour and Employment Ministry - published the draft 

rules framed for the implementation of the Code on Wages Act, 2019 
 The Act guarantees minimum wages to all and defines how the wages will be 

calculated. 
 The Ministry has invited suggestions from the public for a period of 45 days.  
 The Code on Wages was the first of the four codes proposed by the government 

as a part of its labour law reforms that was passed by Parliament in August 2019. 
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 The Centre - has extended the deadline for distribution of free food grains 
allocated to State governments under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission by 
one more month till August 31. 

 The mission was aimed at providing free food grains to migrant workers and 
others, who didn’t have ration cards 

 Under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Package, 5 kg of free food grains per person and 1 
kg of free whole gram per family has been distributed to migrant labourers, 
stranded and needy families, who are not covered under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) or State scheme PDS cards. 

 The scheme was launched on May 15 
 As per the data provided by department of consumer affairs, food and public 

distribution, out of 8 lakh tonnes allotted to the States, only 6.39 lakh tonnes has 
been picked up 

 Out of this too, only 2,32,433 tonnes of food grains was given to 2.24 crore 
beneficiaries in May and to another 2.25 crore beneficiaries in June 

 Meanwhile, the government has set aside around 20 million tonnes of food grains 
for free distribution to Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority Household 
(PHH) cardholders up to November in the country. 

 
 The Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs - has sent out a reminder to all e-

commerce portals to ensure that the “country of origin” of the products 
being sold by them should be mentioned as part of mandatory declarations. 

 The move is seen as a part of concerted efforts by the government to have 
‘country of origin’ declarations on these websites.  

 On July 8, the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
held a second meeting on the topic after the initial consultation two weeks ago, 
which was attended by close to 30 e-commerce players. 

 The Ministry in its reminder invoked the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) 
Rules, 2011. 

 These rules make it mandatory for all manufacturers to declare the package name 
and address of the manufacturer, common and generic name of commodity, net 
quantity, month and year of manufacturing, MRP and consumer care details. 

 Further, in 2017, new provisions were added for e-commerce websites such as 
Amazon, Flipkart etc., 
 Accordingly, it has been made compulsory for the e-tailers to display the 

mandatory information along with “declaration of country of origin or 
manufacture or assembly” and a clear mention of expiry date. 

 In case of any violation, for the first offence, a penalty up to ₹25000 can be 
charged, while for the second offence, the fine may be extended up to ₹50,000. 

 Any subsequent offences can attract a jail term of one year. 
 
 
 



 

6 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 On July 9, India – reported a record 26,550 fresh cases of Covid-19 and a 
death toll of 477 

 With this, the country’s overall coronavirus caseload rose to just under 8 lakh, with 
more than 7.94 lakh cases reported till date, while 21,578 people had so far 
succumbed to the virus, as per data collated from state governments.  

 The number of those who had recovered had increased to 4.95 lakh, while the 
number of active cases too had risen to more than 2.77 lakh.  

 On the day, new cases jumped to their second-highest numbers in Maharashtra, 
where 6,875 infections were detected, Uttar Pradesh (1,248) and Bihar (704).  

 At least six states witnessed their highest single-day rise in numbers — Karnataka 
(2,228 new cases), Andhra Pradesh (1,555), Bengal (1,088), Gujarat (861) and 
Odisha (577).  

 Gujarat also became the third state in the country to record more than 2,000 
deaths from the virus, after Maharashtra and Delhi. 

 Bengaluru, once praised for its efficient Covid-19 management, reported more 
fresh cases in 24 hours than Mumbai and Chennai.  

 Bengaluru reported 1,373 fresh cases, while Mumbai had 1,268 and Chennai 
1,216.  

 A day after becoming only the fourth state in the country to record more than 
2,000 cases in a day, Karnataka’s daily count remained higher than Delhi’s 
(2,187) for the second day running.  

 Meanwhile, Bengal became the ninth state to report 1,000 cases in 24 hours. 
 India has one of the lowest cases per million (538) and deaths per million (15) 

compared with the global average of 1,453 and 68.7, respectively 
 This was announced by the Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan after chairing 

the 18th meeting of the Group of Ministers (GoM) on Covid-19. 
 Within the country, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Karnataka, Telangana, 

Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat contributed to around 90% of the 
active caseload and 49 districts accounted for 80% of active caseload currently.  

 Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal 
accounted for 86% of total deaths, and 32 districts accounted for 80% deaths 

 

 
 



 

7 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 As per the health ministry estimates, people above 45 years of age — comprising 
25% of India’s population — are most at risk from coronavirus infection, 
accounting for 85% of Covid-19 deaths so far.  

 Within this age group, most deaths (71%) are among those in the 45-74 age 
group 

 Further,  as per the data, people between 30-44 years and 45-59 years — 
comprising 37% of the population — registered 43% of Covid-19 deaths 

 The current recovery rate has improved to 62.09%, up from 47.40% on May 31 
and 26.59% on May 3 

 
 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (Irdai) - has proposed 

creating a “pandemic risk pool”, aiming to provide risk cover related to the 
virus 

 

 
 

 A pool refers to the practice of insurance companies coming together and 
providing funds to meet claims arising out of any particular insured risk in 
proportion to the business they do.  

 In this manner, claim payout will be equally shared among all pool participants.  
 This method is followed when there is too much uncertainty about the risk for any 

insurer to take a decision, like in nuclear risks, or when the losses are high and 
companies are reluctant to issue policies, as in motor third-party insurance. 

 On July 6, the insurance regulator said that it had formed a nine-member 
working group with Irdai members, reinsurers and insurers  

 The group will be headed by Irdai executive director Suresh Mathur.  
 The panel will study the rationale for setting up a pandemic risk pool 
 It will also recommend the structure and operating model for the pool 
 According to insurers, none of the business interruption risks arising out of the 

Covid-19 pandemic are covered till now. 
 In this regard, the regulator said there is a need for a long-term solution as some 

risks like business interruptions, material damages and large-scale unemployment 
would result in huge losses — much beyond the capacity of government 
insurers/reinsurers. 

 In the past, the regulator had promoted the ‘terrorism pool’ in the aftermath of 9/11 
when global reinsurers withdrew terrorism cover.  
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 Then, the ‘motor third-party pool’ was created when private insurers were accused 
of choosing business in motor and avoiding loss-making third-party cover for 
commercial vehicles.  

 The most recent pool — the nuclear one — was created to enable private nuclear 
power plant operators to obtain protection after reinsurers refused to give cover 
without inspection of sensitive areas of the plant. 

 
 Digital transactions in the country - jumped to 4,572 crore, or close to 46 

billion, surpassing the target for fiscal 2020 
 This was announced by the ministry of electronics and information technology 

(Meity) in a letter sent to bank chiefs last week. 
 The overall transactions grew 46% over the previous year highlighting the focus 

on digital payments, which the government has been pushing since 
demonetisation in 2016.  

 The target set by the government for fiscal 2020 was little over 40 billion 
transactions, which was exceeding by 14%.  

 The target for the current financial year is expected to be over 46 billion 
transactions 

 This is largely due to the effect of the coronavirus outbreak, which has already 
impacted remittances. 

 Meity has also shared a ‘scorecard’ on the performances in terms of digial 
payments 

 Accordingly, the top five lenders in the country were ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Yes 
Bank, IndusInd Bank and Fino Payments Bank.  

 Fino is the only payments bank among the top league of banks. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 On July 9, the World Health Organisation - said that it was setting up an 

independent panel to review its own handling of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the response by governments worldwide.  

 The decision was announced by WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus in a 
virtual meeting with representatives of its 194 member states. 

 The announcement follows strong criticism by President Trump’s administration, 
which accused the WHO of being “China-centric”, and US formal notification on 
July 7 that it was withdrawing from the UN agency in a year’s time 

 At their annual assembly in May, WHO member states agreed to an independent 
probe into the UN agency’s coronavirus response, following repeated U.S. 
attacks. 

 The Independent panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response will be headed 
by former New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark and former Liberian president 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. 

 The other panel members will be decided by the co-chairs. 
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 The resolution, tabled by the European Union, called for an “impartial, 
independent and comprehensive evaluation”. 

 The panel will stage one mission briefing per month to give updates, while it will 
provide an interim report to an annual meeting of health ministers in November 
and present a “substantive report” next May. 
 

 On July 9, the WHO - released new guidelines on the transmission of the 
novel coronavirus that acknowledge some reports of airborne transmission 
of the virus, but didn’t confirm the spread through the air. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In its latest transmission guidance, the WHO admitted that there were some 

reports regarding the Covid-19 outbreak related to indoor crowded spaces such 
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as during choir practice, in restaurants or in fitness classes, suggesting the 
possibility of aerosol transmission 

 But the WHO said more research is “urgently needed to investigate such 
instances.” 

 After earlier denials, on July 7, the WHO said there is evidence emerging of the 
airborne spread of the coronavirus, after over 230 scientists across the world 
urged the global body to update its guidance. 

 The novel coronavirus has killed at least 5,49,701 people since the outbreak 
emerged in China last December. 

 At least 12,066,880 cases of Covid-19 have been registered in 196 countries and 
territories.  

 Of these, at least 6,431,400 are now considered recovered. 
 Earlier, the WHO’s response to the 2014 Ebola crisis was also widely criticised.  
 The pandemic killed some 11,000 people mostly in the West African countries of 

Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
 
 On July 9, Australia - said that it was suspending its extradition treaty with 

Hong Kong in response to a new security law imposed there last week. 
 It had also announced other measures to attract more businesses from the Asian 

financial hub, provoking an angry response from Beijing. 
 Hong Kong students, graduates and workers in Australia on temporary visas will 

have the opportunity to stay and work for an extra five years and apply for 
permanent residency after that time. 

 Future student visas would also be offered for five years 
 There are 10,000 Hong Kong citizens in Australia on student visas or temporary 

work visas, with a further 2,500 outside Australia and 1,250 applications on hand, 
as per the government.  

 Hong Kong applicants would also be prioritised under Australia’s Global Talent 
Scheme and business visa programme 

 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 
 On July 9, Nepal - stopped the transmission of all Indian private news 

channels except Doordarshan’s news channel DD News, accusing them of 
telecasting reports hurting the country’s national sentiment. 

 The development comes after some Indian channels aired reports critical of Prime 
Minister K P Sharma Oli and his government. 

 However, the Nepal government did not officially announce halting the telecast of 
the Indian news channels. 

 Back in November 2015, Cable TV Operators of Nepal has blocked 42 Indian 
Channels from broadcasting in Nepal 

 The move was attributed to the Nepalese Government accusing the Indian 
Government of slowing or stopping cross border traffic along the Nepal Border. 



 

11 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

DEFENCE 
 The Indian Army - has directed all its personnel to remove 89 apps, 

including Facebook and Instagram, from their mobile phones by July 15.  
 The apps also include the 59 Chinese apps banned by the government recently. 
 The order was issued by the Indian Army to prevent leakage of sensitive 

information, misuse of data and also due to security considerations 
 The list of 89 apps that the 1.3 million-strong Indian Army has ordered all officers 

and soldiers to delete include news aggregator Dailyhunt, social network 
Sharechat, and entertainment application Hungama. 

 However, these apps — besides social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram 
and Snapchat and games such as PUBG — were not part of the 59 apps banned 
by the government last week. 

 The apps banned by the ministry of electronics and information technology 
(MeitY) like TikTok, WeChat, UC Browser and NewsDog last week were 
completely or majority-owned by Chinese individuals or corporations.  

 The Army’s ban includes firms based across the world, from US (Facebook, 
Snapchat, Zoom) to Sweden (Truecaller). 

 In a lot of these apps the location of the user may be available, which may be 
risky when defence personnel are serving in border or sensitive locations, leading 
to unintentional flow of information from its personnel. 

 The decision of the Army comes nearly a week after the Indian government 
ordered the blocking of 59 Chinese apps for “engaging in activities which are 
prejudicial to sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India, security of state 
and public order.” 

 
 The government – announced its plan to increase the budget allocation for 

the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) to ₹11,800 crore during the ongoing 
fiscal to boost infrastructure development in border areas. 

 The announcement came during the inauguration of six new bridges in the border 
region of Jammu and Kashmir through a video link by defence minister Rajnath 
Singh on July 9. 

 The annual budget of BRO, which ranged from ₹3,300 crore to ₹4,600 crore from 
2008 to 2016, was hiked to ₹8,050 crore in 2019-2020.  

 This will give “a major boost” to ongoing projects and will expedite the 
construction of strategic roads, bridges and tunnels along the northern borders 
with China 

 The proposed move comes at a time when India and China are locked in an 
escalating troop confrontation in eastern Ladakh along the LAC. 

 Four of the new bridges have been built on the Akhnoor-Pallanwala road in 
Jammu district, while the other two are on the Tarnah Nallah in Kathua district.  
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 With spans ranging from 30 to 300 meters, the bridges have been constructed at 
a cost of ₹43 crore by the BRO. 

 The bridges will not only facilitate movement of the armed forces in the 
strategically important sectors, but also contribute towards the overall economic 
growth of these border areas. 

 
 India – is expected to take a decision on whether to include Australia in the 

Malabar exercises with Japan and the U.S. at a Defence Ministry meeting 
early next week 

 The decision, if taken, could bring all Quad countries together as part of the 
annual war games 

 Earlier, on June 3, after years of reluctance, India said it was open to Australia’s 
inclusion in the Malabar as an observer. 

 Australia’s inclusion would be seen as a possible first step towards the 
militarisation of the Quad coalition, something that has been opposed by China in 
the past. 

 Once the government takes a decision to include Australia, as per procedure, the 
other partner nations — Japan and the U.S. — have to be informed to secure their 
consent, after which a formal invitation would be extended to Australia.  

 Japan and the U.S. have been keen on Australia’s inclusion for and have been 
pushing India to consider it. 

 The Malabar exercise, which has been delayed this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, should take place towards the end of 2020.  

 The inclusion of Australia in the exercises would mark a major shift for India’s 
Indo-Pacific plans. 

 Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992 
 It was later expanded into a trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015. 
 In April 2017, Australia has requested for observer status in the trilateral exercise.  
 Since then, Australia has made repeated requests to join the exercises and in 

January 2018 
 However, India did not include Australia in the exercises in 2018 and 2019. 

 


