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� Tamil Nadu – recorded 600 fresh infections on May 8, with the state’s capital 
reporting 399 Positive cases for Covid

� With this, the total number of infections in the state has gone up to 6,009, out of 
which 1,589 were linked to the Koyambedu cluster

� On the day, the State also 
 

 

 
� On May 7, a 78-year-old man from 

RGGGH, a 56-year-old man admitted 
man with comorbidities at Tirunelveli Medical College Hospital
infection. 

� Chennai, the worst hit city in the state
single-day jump of 399 cases
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TAMIL NADU 

recorded 600 fresh infections on May 8, with the state’s capital 
reporting 399 Positive cases for Covid-19.  
With this, the total number of infections in the state has gone up to 6,009, out of 

1,589 were linked to the Koyambedu cluster 
also reported three deaths, pushing the toll to 40.

 

man from Tambaram man with comorbidities admitted to 
old man admitted to the same hospital and an 

man with comorbidities at Tirunelveli Medical College Hospital 

worst hit city in the state, crossed the 3,000-mark with its highest 
day jump of 399 cases and finished with 3,043 cases.  
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� On May 8, Chennai’s neighbouring Tiruvallur recorded 75 cases, Kancheepuram 
8 and Chengalpet 26.  

� The Koyambedu cluster also left 34 people in Cuddalore infected.  
� There were 21 cases reported in Villupuram, 11 in Tiruvannamalai, eight 

each in Kancheepuram and Kanniyakumari, four in Tirunelveli, three in 
Virudhunagar, two each in Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri and Madurai, and one 
each in Ramanathapuram, Tenkasi, Theni, Tirupattur and Tiruchi. 

� On the day, the State has tested 13,980 samples from its 52 sample testing labs, 
36 in the government sector providing free-of-cost testing.  

� With this, a total of 2,16,416 samples were tested through RT-PCR, making 
it the highest testing number in the entire country 

� A total of 58 people have recovered from the disease on the day, taking the total 
discharged in the state to 1,605. 

� There are 4,201 people, as on date, admitted to various isolation wards in the 
state  

� The State’s mortality rate stands currently at 0.68%. 
� Meanwhile, the ICMR gave permission to government hospitals to start two 

clinical trials – using plasma therapy and broad spectrum antiviral Remdesivir.  
� The Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital (RGGGH), Rajaji 

Government General Hospital in Madurai and Tirunelveli Medical College 
will soon start plasma therapy trials on critically-ill Covid-19 patients 

� The Omandurar multispecialty hospital and RGGGH will start trials with 
Remdesivir, now being recommended as the most probable drug of choice. 

� In a related move, Tamil Nadu is ordering 10 lakh more RT-PCR (reverse 
transcription-polymerase chain reaction) testing kits to ramp up testing across the 
State.  

� The State presently has 1.2 lakh RT-PCR testing kits. 
 

STATES 

� On May 8, Jharkhand government – announced a ban on the manufacture, 
storage, distribution or sale of Pan Masala containing Magnesium 
Carbonate in the state for a period of one year.  

� Prior to enforce the ban, the state had collected 41 samples of Pan Masala 
belonging to different brands from different districts under the provisions of the 
Food, Safety Standards Act, 2006 

� The state had tested and analysed these samples during the year 2019-20 
� The results were found to contain Magnesium Carbonate as an ingredient.  
� The order also mentioned that consumption of pan masala can lead to acute 

hyper magnesia and also cardiac arrest in some cases, as per scientific research 
evidences. 
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NATIONAL 

� India’s Covid-19 count – is rising fast to touch 60,000 mark as on May 8, 
after new infections reporting more than 3,000 for the third consecutive day 

� Overall, 3,317 fresh cases were reported from the states in the past 24-hours, 
slightly lower than the count of the last two days.  

� With this India’s Covid-19 count has reached 59,714 – just 286 short of 60,000.  
� The day’s death toll stood at 93, taking the overall casualties in the country just 

short of 2,000 at 1,983. 
� Maharashtra, which recorded 1,089 new cases, also accounted for the day’s 

highest death toll of 37, of which 25 were from Mumbai alone. 
� The infection numbers remained high in Tamil Nadu (600), Gujarat (390) and 

Delhi (338) too.  
� Meanwhile, West Bengal, Odisha, Karnataka and Jharkhand recorded their 

highest single-day tallies with 130, 51, 48 and 22 new cases, respectively. 
� On the day, Gujarat recorded 24 deaths, followed by West Bengal (9), Madhya 

Pradesh (8) and Rajasthan (4).  
� Three deaths each were reported from UP and Tamil Nadu, two from Delhi and 

one each from Haryana, Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir. 
� Overall, Maharashtra has recorded the highest number of Covid-19 deaths with 

731 followed by Gujarat which has recorded a total of 449 deaths till date.  
� The total coronavirus infections in Gujarat now stands at 7,403 as 390 more 

cases were recorded on the day 
� Andhra Pradesh reported three deaths and 54 new Covid-19 cases, taking the 

state’s  tally to 1887, and the death toll to 41 
� In the single biggest jump of Covid-19 cases so far, Odisha recorded 51 positive 

cases, taking its total tally to 270. 
� In Rajasthan, the death toll touched 103 with four more persons succumbing to 

the disease in the state, while 152 others were tested positive for Covid-19.  
� With this, the total number of cases in the state had increased to 3579. 

� On the day, Bihar recorded 24 new cases taking the state’s tally to 574.  
� J&K reported 30 new positive cases, all from Kashmir division, taking its tally to 

823. 
� Meanwhile, the Health Ministry noted that currently there are 216 districts which 

have not reported any cases till date. 
� In 42 districts, no new case has been reported in the last 28 days, while 29 

districts have had none in 21days.  
� Apart from these, 36 districts have not reported any case for 14 days and 46 

none for the last seven days, 
� The recovery rate from the disease has improved to 29.36%, as compared to 

around 13% in the middle of April. 
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� In the meantime, the doubling rate over the last one week has dropped from 12 
days to 10, due to a sharp rise in positive cases in states like Maharashtra, 
Gujarat and Delhi 

 
� The Indian council of medical research (ICMR) – has proposed to start a 

study in about 75 districts of the country that have the maximum number of 
Covid-19 cases to check whether community transmission has begun. 

� The health ministry has also asked states to test at least 250 samples of severe 
acute respiratory illness (SARI) and influenza like illnesses (ILI) from each district 

� The testing will be done as part of active surveillance to monitor ‘community’ 
spread of the infectious disease. 

� The study was initially planned to be conducted through rapid antibody test kits by 
the ICMR.  

� However, it was later postponed when these kits showed errors and variations in 
results.  

� Now, the council is planning to use ELISA (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay) 
test kits to commence the study. 

� The ELISA test kit is almost same like the rapid antibody test kit as it detects 
antibodies in the blood to find out if an individual is infected with coronavirus or 
not.  

� But these kits are yet to be validated by ICMR. 
� Meanwhile, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has also 

commenced a multi-centre clinical trial called PLACID trial — “Phase-II 
Open-Label, Randomised Controlled Trial” 

� The trial will assess the safety and efficacy of Convalescent Plasma therapy to 
control COVID-19 associated complications  

� The study has received approval from the COVID-19 National Ethics Committee 
(CONEC) on April 29.  

� ICMR has shortlisted 21 institutes for PLACID trial, which includes five hospitals in 
Maharashtra; four in Gujarat; two each in Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh; and one each in Punjab, Karnataka, Telangana and 
Chandigarh 

� In another move, the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
has obtained approval for two clinical trial drugs- ‘phytopharmaceutical’ and 
‘favipiravir’ to treat COVID-19.  

� The approval has been provided by the Drug Controller General of India 
(DGCI). 

� Favipiravir is a drug used in Japan, China, and other countries for the 
treatment of influenza 

� Phytopharmaceutical is a herbal medicine extracted from plants, which has 
already been tested as medicine for dengue. 
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� As part of the Vande Bharat Mission, two flights — one from Singapore and 
another from Riyadh — landed in Delhi and Kairapur airport in Kerala on 
May 8 

 

 
 

� Meanwhile, Operation Samudra Setu launched by the Indian Navy to evacuate 
Indians stranded abroad also kicked off from the Maldives on May 8.  

� INS Jalashwa, with 698 passengers, is expected to reach Kochi on May 10 in the 
first round and proceed to Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu.  

� Another repatriation flight from Bahrain, with 177 passengers and five infants, was 
scheduled to reach Cochin International Airport Ltd on the day. 

� The passengers of these flights were sent to quarantine at various hotels, after 
completing the screening process. 

� Earlier, under the mission, two flights had landed at Kochi and Kozhikode airports 
on May 7 from Abu Dhabi and Dubai, respectively. 

� On May 9, around 360 stranded Indian nationals will arrive in Chennai from Dubai 
in two flights. 

� On the same day, around 250 Indian students and tourists stranded in the UK will 
board the first repatriation flight from London to Mumbai. 

� The flight from London to Mumbai marks the first of seven Air India routes 
organised by the government to six Indian cities over the next week 

� Meanwhile, as per the Government records, 4 lakh Indian nationals have 
registered for repatriation to India, out of which only 67,833 are completed 
registration with all formalities and also paid up for his travel.  

� Of the total applied, 34% of these registrations are by students and another 
30% by migrant workers.  

� There are also 9,250 short-term visa holders faced with visa expiry.  
� These were followed by 5,531 Indian nationals facing a medical emergency, 

while the tourists stuck abroad made 4,147 registrations. 
� The residents of Kerala account for 25,246 registrations, followed by Tamil 

Nadu at a distant second with 6,617 registrations. 
� In Phase-I, a total of 27 flights are scheduled to take off from the Gulf countries 

and 7 flights from Bangladesh 
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� While the first week will see focus on the Gulf, the second week will send another 
37 flights on its repatriation mission to Europe, Central Asia and Russia.  

� This will include countries like France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Ukraine where many students are stranded 

� In a related transportation move, the Indian Railways said it had so far run 251 
Shramik special trains, transporting about 2.61 lakh migrant workers and families 
stranded in different parts of the country  

 
� On May 8, the Union Human Resource Development (HRD) minister Ramesh 

Pokhriyal - said that the CBSE Class X and XII exams, postponed due to the 
lockdown, would be held between July 1 and 15 

� The pending papers will be held before the JEE (Main) and NEET-UG.  
� The Class X exams for six subjects will be conducted only for students of 

northeast Delhi which was hit by riots in February.  
� On April 1, CBSE had announced that it would conduct exams for only 29 main 

subjects of the 41 pending Class X and XII board exams.  
� Earlier, CBSC was not able to conduct exams on eight dates after March 18 due 

to the Covid-19 induced lockdown 
 

� On May 8, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) - imposed an interim fine of 
�50 crore on LG Polymers, the South Korean company, for the gas leak in 
Vishakhapatnam  

� The company owns the chemical factory in Andhra Pradesh, whose Styrene gas 
leak claimed 11 lives and left hundreds affected. 

 

 
 

� In this regard, a bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, 
issued notice to the Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, the Central Pollution 
Control Board and the Union Ministry of Environment, seeking their response by 
May 18. 

� The tribunal also set up a five-member committee under former Andhra Pradesh 
high court judge, Justice B Seshasayana Reddy to probe the gas leak incident as 
well as sequence of event 
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� The committee will assess causes of failure and identify people/authorities 
responsible for the mishap and fix liability by examining the extent of 
damage to life, public health and environment.  

� The committee has been asked to submit its report before the next hearing, 
which is fixed on May 18. 

� The district magistrate, Vishakhapatnam, and regional office of Andhra 
Pradesh state pollution control board will be providing the logistic support to 
the committee in its fact-finding mission. 

� As per the environment ministry’s preliminary investigation, the plant was found to 
violate green rules as far as its functioning under expanded capacity is concerned 

� Meanwhile, one more person died in the leakage tragedy at the plant, taking the 
toll to 12 

 

HIGH COURT VERDICT 

� On May 8, the Madras high court - ordered immediate closure of all 3,850 
Tasmac shops in the state till end of the lockdown 

� The verdict was announced after finding fault with the authorities for blatant 
violation of conditions laid down by it to resume liquor sale on May 7 

� A division bench of Justice Vineet Kothari and Justice Pushpa Sathyanarayana 
held that the norms for social or physical distancing and wearing of masks were 
not followed.  

� Moreover, the bench said that the cap on number of bottles to be sold to each 
buyer and the selling conditions based on age, as mentioned in the Court 
guidelines, were also not followed. 

� However, the judges said it is open to the state government and Tasmac to 
deliver liquor to homes during the lockdown 

� In this regard, as per the order, the 30,000-odd contractual employees of Tasmac 
could be used for the purpose after due medical examination. 

� There is currently no legal provision for home-delivery of alcohol in the country, 
except in West Bengal and Punjab 

� Earlier, on the same day, the Supreme Court suggested that the Centre/States 
could undertake home delivery or indirect sale of liquor to stop crowding during 
lockdown 

� The verdict was pronounced by a bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan  
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

� On May 8, Italy - became the third country in the world to report over 30,000 
deaths from the coronavirus, registering 243 new fatalities against 274 on 
the day before.  
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� Only the US and Britain have seen more deaths from the virus.  
� The new infections fell slightly to 1,327 from 1,401 a day earlier, taking the total of 

confirmed cases to 217,185, the third highest global tally behind those of the US 
and Spain. 

� On the day, Russia registered more than 10,000 new COVID-19 cases for the 
sixth day in a row. 

� It had reported 10,669 new cases over the past 24 hours, fewer than the 
record of 11,231 on a day earlier and bringing the total to 1,87,859.  

� The country also recorded 98 new deaths, taking the total to 1,723.  
� Russia ranks fourth in Europe in terms of the total number of cases, behind 

Britain, Italy and Spain. 
� Meanwhile, the WHO said the coronavirus could kill between 83,000 and 1,90,000 

people in Africa in the first year and infect between 29 million and 44 million in the 
first year if it is not contained. 

 

PERSONALITIES 

� The term of Bollywood actor Dia Mirza as the National Goodwill 
Ambassador of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) - has 
been extended another two years till the end of 2022. 
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� The environmentalist and actor-producer is also the Advocate for United Nations 
Sustainability Development Goals (SDG) 

� Dia has been serving as UNEP’s Goodwill Ambassador since 2017.  
� She spearheaded several campaigns including #BeatPlasticPollution and circular 

fashion.  
� The #BeatPlasticPollution was one of her first big campaigns as UNEP 

ambassador 
� The campaign was instrumental in the call by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 

make the country single-use plastic-free by 2022.  
 

DEFENCE 

� On May 8, the Ministry of Defence - signed the �1,200 crore deal with Tata 
Power SED (strategic electronics division) 

� The agreement is for the upgradation of 37 airfields of IAF, Navy and Coast Guard 
with modern infrastructure and equipment 

� The modernization is expected to help fighter and aircraft operations of the 
services in poor visibility and adverse weather conditions. 

� This contract is a follow-up to the Phase-I of Modernisation of Air Field 
Infrastructure (MAFI) 

� Under the �1,220 crore Phase-I of the project, 30 IAF airbases were to be 
upgraded as per the contract with Tata Power SED in March 2011. 

� This phase involves the installation and commissioning of modern airfield 
equipment like Cat-II instrument landing systems (ILS) and Cat-II air field 
lightning systems (AFLS), among others. 

� Under the first phase, frontline IAF airbases on both the western and 
eastern fronts with Pakistan and China were upgraded to boost IAF’s 
operational capabilities.  

� The Bhatinda airbase was the first to be modernised under the first phase of 
MAFI. 

 

ECONOMY 

� US private equity firm, Vista Equity Partners – to invest in billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani's digital unit, Jio Platforms, owned by the Reliance Industries (RIL) 

� This is the third transaction done by RIL in less than three weeks 
� The US-based tech-focused company will pay �11,367 crore ($1.5 billion) for 

2.32% stake in Jio Platforms 
� It will be the biggest investment of Vista outside US and its first in Asia. 
� The deal will make Vista the largest shareholder of Jio after Facebook (9.99%) 

and parent RIL (86.54%).  
� With this, RIL has raised a total of Rs 60,596 crore ($7.9 billion), boosting its 

efforts to pay its debts. 
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� RIL plans to clear Rs 1.75 lakh crore of its net debt by the end of this financial 
year. 

� On April 22, RIL announced that it had obtained a �43,574-crore ($5.7-billion) 
investment from Facebook 

� Later, on May 4, RIL announced that US-based private equity firm Silver Lake 
was investing a sum of Rs 5665.75 crore ($750-million) for a 1.15% stake in Jio 
Platforms 

� The Vista deal provides an equity valuation of �4.91 lakh crore for Jio, similar to 
the value assigned by Silver Lake’s investment and at a 12.5% premium to 
Facebook’s deal.  

� Jio’s valuation, when compared with listed companies, makes it the fourth most 
valued in India after HDFC Bank, TCS and RIL and ties it with consumer products 
major HUL. 

� Vista, founded by Robert Smith and Brian Sheth in 2000, manages assets worth 
$57 billion 

� This is the maiden investment of Vista in India 
� However, the portfolio companies of Vista have a significant presence in the 

country with over 13,000 employees. 
� The global network of companies owned by Vista collectively represents the 

fifth largest enterprise software company in the world. 
� Earlier, the firm had pledged one million dollars to assist the Akshaya Patra 

Foundation to deliver meals to Indian school children in September 2017.  
 

SPORTS 

� On May 8, FIFA and the International Football Association Board (IFAB) - 
made an amendment to Law 3 in Soccer rules, allowing a maximum of five 
substitutions instead of the regular three  
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� As per the new rules, each team will have a maximum of 3 opportunities to make 
substitutions during the game, including at half-time 

� The amendment will be applicable to the competitions scheduled to be completed 
in 2020 

� On May 8, South Korea’s K-League kicked off amid reports that players were told 
to avoid excessive goal celebrations, handshakes, close talking and even blowing 
their noses 

� Germany’s Bundlesliga too had already announced its resumption within a week 
� The International Football Association Board (IFAB) is the Zurich-based body 

which codifies the rules in football 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 

� World Migratory Day - May 9 
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� Every year, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) marks the World 
Migratory Day on second Saturday in May and October

� The day intends to create
and their habitats. 

� Theme 2020 - Birds Connect ou
� The theme mainly focuses on ecological connectivity and integrity of ecosystem.
� The World Migratory Day was first introduced in 2006 at the Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild animals.
� The main problem faced by the migratory

around 1 million species are facing extinction due to the loss of connectivity
� In some countries, the connectivity pathways are lost due to lack of conservation 

steps, urbanization, pollution, global warming, etc
� Migratory birds connect different countries and 

essential to conserve these species.
� The man-made structures

threats to more than 350 species of migratory birds, especially
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Every year, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) marks the World 
on second Saturday in May and October 

The day intends to create awareness about the need to conserve migratory birds 

Birds Connect our World 
The theme mainly focuses on ecological connectivity and integrity of ecosystem.
The World Migratory Day was first introduced in 2006 at the Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild animals. 
The main problem faced by the migratory birds is the ‘ecological connectivity’, as 
around 1 million species are facing extinction due to the loss of connectivity
In some countries, the connectivity pathways are lost due to lack of conservation 
steps, urbanization, pollution, global warming, etc. 
Migratory birds connect different countries and hence, cooperation among them is 
essential to conserve these species. 

made structures, such as buildings and wind turbines,
threats to more than 350 species of migratory birds, especially 
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Every year, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) marks the World 

awareness about the need to conserve migratory birds 

The theme mainly focuses on ecological connectivity and integrity of ecosystem. 
The World Migratory Day was first introduced in 2006 at the Convention on the 

birds is the ‘ecological connectivity’, as 
around 1 million species are facing extinction due to the loss of connectivity 
In some countries, the connectivity pathways are lost due to lack of conservation 

cooperation among them is 

, such as buildings and wind turbines, pose great 
 at night. 

 


