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� On May 3, Tamil Nadu’s Covid
to cross the 3000 mark and
cases. 

� With this, the state capital has 
disease 

� A 44-year-old man from Coimbatore died at Chennai’s Rajiv Gandhi Government 
General Hospital taking the state’s

 

 

� Apart from Chennai, Villupuram district accounted for 33 patients on the day.
� The other districts to report positive cases were Cuddalore (9), Kallakurichi 

(6), and Coimbatore (4). 
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TAMIL NADU 

Tamil Nadu’s Covid-19 positive count – increased 
cross the 3000 mark and touched 3,023, with Chennai reporting

With this, the state capital has reported 1,458 patients diagnosed with the viral 

old man from Coimbatore died at Chennai’s Rajiv Gandhi Government 
the state’s toll to 30. 

Chennai, Villupuram district accounted for 33 patients on the day.
The other districts to report positive cases were Cuddalore (9), Kallakurichi 
(6), and Coimbatore (4).  
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increased by another 266 
reporting 203 

patients diagnosed with the viral 

old man from Coimbatore died at Chennai’s Rajiv Gandhi Government 

 

 

Chennai, Villupuram district accounted for 33 patients on the day. 
The other districts to report positive cases were Cuddalore (9), Kallakurichi 
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� Ariyalur, Madurai, Tenkasi and Tiruvallur each reported two cases, and 
Tiruvannamalai, Kanniyakumari and Chengalpattu reported one positive 
case each. 

� In a clear sign that the infection rate was rising in Chennai, the doubling rate — 
time taken for the number of cases to double — fell to 4 days from 9 days 
reported on April 27.  

� The number of people tested in the state was more than 10,584 on the day, taking 
the cumulative total to more than 1.4 lakh. 

 

 
 

� On the day, 38 people from across the state were discharged, taking the total to 
1,379 patients 

� However, there were still 1,611 people in hospitals across the state, including 
1,190 in Chennai alone, where 250 patients have been discharged. 
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� The Health Department has added two laboratories to conduct the tests - one in 
the Government district headquarters hospital in Ramanathapuram and the other 
at Dr. Rela Institute in Chennai.  

� Already 35 government and 14 private laboratories are functioning in the 
state. 

� Of the 1,50,107 samples that were taken, as many as 1,45,520 tested negative 
and the testing of 1,564 samples is under process.  

� As on date 37,206 are under home quarantine and 40 are quarantined in 
government facilities 

� Meanwhile, Coimbatore district will now be moved back into the red zone, with 
new cases surfacing in the past two days. 

� On May 1, the Union health ministry had moved the district into the orange 
zone, as the number of active Covid-19 cases had dropped below 15.  

� However, the number of active cases has now gone up to 12 from 7 on May 
1 

� Earlier, a district that was in the red zone had to remain without any positive 
cases for 14 days to enter the orange zone 

� Krishnagiri alone remains as the ‘green zone’ in the state, following the 
reporting of a lone patient as ‘imported case’ in Salem  

� As per the revised guidelines, a district would be eligible to be considered a 
green zone if it didn’t report any fresh cases for 21 days in a raw, compared 
to the earlier 28 days. 

 
� On May 3, the state government - issued a detailed note on standard 

operating procedures (SOP) to be followed while restarting industries, 
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) and construction work 
across the state from May 6. 

� As per the SOP, workplaces should follow norms, which includes –  
� Availability of thermal scanners to screen workers at entry and exit points,  
� Disinfection of premises twice a day  
� Facility to arrange for doctors’ visit or ensure they are available on call at all 

times. 
� All employees must wear their company identity cards at all times 
� Everyone should wear mask before stepping out of their homes 
� Industrial units should not allow employees from containment zones to work 
� Only medically fit employees with no co-morbid conditions are engaged for 

work 
� Companies should arrange for special transportation of employees 
� Not more than 2/4 (depending on the size of the facility) persons should be 

allowed to travel in lifts or hoists. 
� Workplaces shall have a gap of 30 minutes between each shift with 

exception to continuous process units. 
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� For construction activities, it issued additional operative procedures asking 
contractors or builders to make arrangements for hand sanitisation and ensuring 
staggered lunch breaks 

� It also banned use of gutka and tobacco and spitting at construction sites. 
 

 
 

� Earlier, on May 2, the state government allowed industrial establishments in 
special economic zones, export oriented units, IT and IT enabled services, 
hardware manufacturers, spinning mills, textile units and other industries to 
resume production.  

� It also allowed construction activities to resume, with certain riders. 
 

NATIONAL 

� On May 3, the Covid-19 count crossed 40,000 cases in the country - with 
fresh infections hitting another new high of 2,667 cases on a single day, 
overtaking the 2,564 recorded on May 2 

� The country has now recorded 42,456 Covid cases, of which 11,442 have 
recovered and 1,390 have died, according to the latest data from state 
governments. 

� Delhi (427 new infections), Gujarat (374), Punjab (330), Tamil Nadu (266), 
Haryana (66) and J&K (35) reported their highest jump in cases in a single day. 

� With this, India was one among 16 countries that have crossed the figure of 
40,000 cases. 

� In terms of total cases, three other countries are comparable to India — the 
Netherlands, Peru and Belgium, with confirmed infections from 40,000-49,900. 
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� Meanwhile, the worst-hit state, Maharashtra, continued to report a dip in cases.  
� The state recorded 678 new cases, down from 790 on the previous day, and 

significantly less than the peak of 1,008 reported on May 1. 
� Delhi’s total Covid-19 count has touched 4,549 after the reporting of 427 new 

cases, with the death toll standing at 64. 
� In the past two days, Punjab’s Covid-19 count has increased nearly 200%, going 

from 585 cases on May 1 to 1,102 on May 3 
� Punjab has now attained the unwanted distinction of becoming first state in 

the region and 10th in the country to cross the four-figure mark of 1,000  
� Haryana, where the pandemic had so far remained limited, also witnessed a big 

surge in cases, with 66 recorded on the day, along with five Covid-19 deaths. 
� Three persons died due to Covid-19 in Rajasthan taking state’s toll to 71, while 

114 others were tested positive for the disease, taking the state’s Covid-19 tally to 
2886. 

� Gujarat, the second worst-affected state in the country, recorded 374 new cases 
and 28 deaths, both highest in a single day for the state.  

� Of this, Ahmedabad alone reported 274 new cases and 23 deaths.  
� The state’s cumulative tally has now reached 5,428 and its death toll is 290 

� Andhra Pradesh reported 58 new cases on the day, taking the tally to 1583. 
� In Telangana, 21 new cases of Covid- 19 were recorded taking the overall tally in 

the state to 1,082.  
� On the happier note, Kerala reported no positive case on the day.  

� Till date, 499 positive cases have been reported in the state, of which 401 
people have been discharged.  

� Jammu and Kashmir recorded 35 fresh cases of Covid-19 taking its tally to 701.  
� The number of Covid-19 cases in Bihar has now reached 517 with 36 more 

people, testing positive for the disease. 
� Overall, more than 11000 people have recovered in the country which is nearly 

26% of the total number of persons affected by the disease. 
� Meanwhile, the government plans to step up its Covid-19 testing capacity to 

conduct one lakh tests a day each for rapid antibody (blood-based tests) and the 
more definitive RT-PCR by May-end, for increased surveillance and to rule out 
wider spread. 

� A total of 10,46,450 samples were tested through RT-PCR as on May 3, 
while the number of confirmed Covid-19 cases was 39,980.  

� At present, an average of 75,000 RT-PCR tests is conducted in a day.  
� However, rapid antibody tests have been totally discontinued after kits from 

two Chinese company failed validation tests by ICMR 
� India is one of 11 countries that have tested over one million samples 
� However, at just 758 tests per million of population, India ranks at the 

bottom, amongst the countries that have tested the lowest fraction of their 
population. 
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� According to Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan, the country’s doubling rate is 
steady at 12 for the past three days, 11.7 for the last seven days and 10.4 for the 
last 14 days. 

 
� The country’s 35 largest urban agglomerations (UA) – have reported around 

75% of all Covid-19 cases and deaths reported in India, while around 66% of 
cases and deaths reported from just 13 of them 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� As on May 3, the number of cases reported from these 35 largest urban centres 
added up to 28,761, which was 72% of the 39,980 cases reported in the country.  

� In the same manner, 981 of the 1,301 deaths, or about 75%, were in these urban 
centres.  

� These UAs are spread across 16 states and the national capital territory of Delhi.  
� The 13 UAs with the largest number of cases, each with over 500, accounted for 

26,483 cases, or about 66% of the national total.  
� With respect to the tolls, excluding the data for Kolkata which was not available, 

they accounted for 915, or 70% of India’s total. 
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� An urban agglomeration is defined as a continuous urban habitation that 
surrounds a city or the continuous geographical stretch of two or more contiguous 
cities.  

� Greater Mumbai or Delhi with its satellite towns are examples.  
� Mumbai, Delhi and Ahmedabad are the country’s worst-hit urban 

agglomerations. 
� Greater Mumbai has reported 9,445 cases so far 
� It is followed by Delhi UA (Delhi, Ghaziabad, Noida, Faridabad and Gurgaon), 

which reported 4,473 cases.  
� Ahmedabad UA, which consists of the Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar spread, is 

placed next with 3,610 cases.  
� The other three UAs that reported over a 1,000 positive cases were Indore, 

Chennai and Pune. 
� Jamshedpur is the only UA among these 35 which has reported zero cases so far. 
� In Delhi, West Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra, these UAs alone accounted for 

over 90% of the cases. 
 

� Prime Minister Narendra Modi – is expected to participate in the virtual 
summit of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) to be held on May 4 

� The meeting has been called by the current chair of NAM, President Ilham Aliyev 
of Azerbaijan.  

� Azerbaijan is the president of the grouping till 2022 
� During his talk in the summit, the Prime Minister is expected to outline India’s 

coronavirus strategy  
� The UN Secretary-General António Guterres and WHO Director General Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus are also expected to address the summit. 
� This would be the first time that PM Narendra Modi will be attending the NAM 

summit since taking over as the Prime Minister in 2014. 
� Earlier, PM Modi became the first full-time Indian prime minister to skip the NAM 

summit in 2016 and again in 2019.  
� The decision to skip the meetings was hinted towards India’s shift from the non-

alignment movement to multi-alignment.  
� India was represented by the vice president in the last two summits in 2016 in 

Venezuela and 2019 in Azerbaijan.  
� Former PM, Manmohan Singh had participated at the Tehran NAM meet in 2012. 
� The NAM represents the biggest grouping of countries outside the United Nations 

that are not officially aligned to any major power bloc  
� It has 120 developing countries from Asia, Africa and Latin America under 

its fold, representing 55% of the world’s population 
� The NAM was established in 1961 in Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
� It was the brainchild of three world leaders- the then Indian PM Jawaharlal 

Nehru, Yugoslavian President Josip Broz Tito and Egyptian President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser.  
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� It was established as per the principles agreed at the Bandung Conference 
in 1955 

� The main aim of the movement is to stay non-aligned to any superpowers, 
especially during the Cold War 

� During that time, 2 power blocs were forming - NATO led by the United 
States and Warsaw led by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).  

� The formation of NAM is based on five major principles which include 
mutual respect, mutual non-aggression, equality and mutual benefit, mutual 
non-interference in domestic affairs and peaceful coexistence. 

 
� An ayurveda medicine, Zingivir-H tablet – has been approved for testing as 

a potential medicine in the treatment of Covid-19 patients  
� The tablet is currently used for treating viral fevers, acute viral bronchitis and other 

respiratory infections 
� It has got approval from the clinical trial registry of India (CTRI) for clinical trials on 

patients testing positive for Covid-19. 
� The drug was developed by Kerala-based Pankajakasthuri herbal research 

foundation 
� It has strong anti-viral properties and is effective against Respiratory Syncytial 

Virus (RSV) and influenza virus.  
� The RSV is an RNA virus and the Covid-19 virus is also an RNA virus  

� Hence, there is an anticipation that the drug may work against Covid-19  
� Already, several medical colleges have approved the clinical trials through their 

ethical committees and the first results are expected to be available by the second 
week of May 

� The in vitro experiments done at the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology has 
proven that there are no side-effects with the usage of drug in the human cell. 

� Later, the approval was received from the institutional ethic committee (IEC), 
based on which CTRI, which comes under the Indian council for medical research 
(ICMR), also gave approval for the trials 

 
� The Indian Air Force – has performed 3 formations of Su-30MKI, MiG-29 and 

Jaguar fighter jets along with a flypast of C-130 transport aircraft on Rajpath 
in Delhi on May 3 

� Such a flypast and formations are generally done only during the Republic Day 
parade. 

� The display was part of the efforts of the armed forces to show appreciation to all 
Covid-19 warriors.  

� Similar fighter jets carried out flypasts over several cities across the country, while 
military helicopters showered petals on hospitals treating COVID-19 patients. 

� Two C-130J transport aircraft flew from Srinagar to Kanyakumari on the 
north-south leg. The east-west leg was performed by three Su-30MKI jets 
from Dibrugarh to Ahmedabad 
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� In all, 35 aircrafts of IAF were utilised — 10 fighters, four transport aircraft 
and 20 helicopters.  

� IAF helicopters dropped flower petals on 20 cities and 58 hospitals across India. 
 

 
 

� Navy personnel on board India’s sole aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya expressed 
their gratitude by forming a human chain saying “Indian Navy salutes corona 
warriors” 

� In all, 25 warships across 9 port cities, including the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, were illuminated from 7.30 p.m. to midnight on May 3. 

� Apart from this, four mission-deployed ships took part to express their 
appreciation, while 15 helicopters and aircraft showered flower petals and 
flypast in coastal cities. 

� Coast Guard ships were illuminated at 25 locations covering the entire 
coastline of the country including Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
and Minicoy islands 

� A total of 46 ships and 10 helicopters took part in the event. 
 

� The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Road Research 
Institute – launched the Kisan Sabha application on May 1, 2020.  

 

 
 

� The application aims to connect farmers to freight transportation management and 
supply chain in the midst of COVID-19 lockdown. 

� It will be highly helpful to the farmers, who are presently facing difficulty in 
transporting their harvest to the market or procuring seeds or fertilizers during the 
nationwide lockdown. 
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� The Kisan Sabha application provides the most economical and timely logistics 
support to the farmers. 

� The application also minimizes the interference of the middlemen and directly 
connects the farmers with the institutional buyers.  

� It will also help people in the agriculture services sector such as dealers of 
fertilizers and pesticides to help out more farmers. 

 
� The Centre - has announced the formation of Central Public Health teams to 

investigate 20 districts in 10 States which have registered the maximum 
Covid-19 cases 

 

 
 

� The chosen districts and cities include - Mumbai, Pune and Thane in 
Maharashtra; Ahmedabad, Surat, and Vadodara in Gujarat; Indore and Bhopal in 
Madhya Pradesh; Chennai in Tamil Nadu; Hyderabad in Telangana; Kolkata in 
West Bengal; Kurnool, Guntur, and Krishna in Andhra Pradesh and South East 
and Central Delhi . 

� These teams consists of experts from the National Centre for Disease Control 
(NCDC), AIIMS, JIPMER and the All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health 
among others 

� Following the review, the teams will submit reports to the State health authorities 
with recommendations. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

� Globally, more than 2.5 lakh people - have been killed and 3.4 million 
infected worldwide by the Covid-19 virus, as on date. 
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� There are signs that the pandemic is slowing down in some parts of the United 
States. 

� The toll from Covid-19 infections in US crossed 67,000, while the number of 
infections has soared over 11.4 lakhs 

� On May 3, Pakistan’s COVID-19 tally crossed 19,000 after 989 new patients were 
diagnosed in 24 hours. T 

� A total of 23 patients died in this period, taking the total toll to 440.  
� On the day, Russia recorded its highest daily rise in cases with 10,633 new 

infections, bringing the total to 134,687.  
� The death toll rose to 1,280 on the day.  

� Bangladesh also confirmed its highest single-day jump, with 665 new cases on 
the day. 

� China has reported 14 new cases taking the number of cases to 82,877 while 
over 4,630 people have died. 

� The country is seeing a surge in visitors to tourist spots after domestic travel 
restrictions were relaxed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� As on date, Afghanistan reported more than 2,700 confirmed infections and a 
death toll of 85, which is suspected to be much higher, following more random 
coronavirus tests in Kabul reporting positive 

� Kids in Israel returned to school on Sunday after two months of distance learning.  
� Iran plans to reopen mosques and schools in 132 areas from May 4 
� On a brighter side, from the US to countries in Europe and Asia, people in many 

parts of the world are emerging from their homes as restrictions begin to ease 
� From May 4, after a two-month lockdown, Italians will be allowed to stroll in parks 

and visit relatives.  
� Restaurants can open for takeaways and wholesale stores can resume business 
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� Elsewhere in Europe, Germany will continue its easing, while Slovenia, Poland 
and Hungary will allow public spaces and businesses to partially reopen. 

� Face masks will be mandatory on public transport in Spain, where people were 
allowed to go outdoors to exercise and walk freely after a 48-day lockdown. 

� South Korea will further relax social distancing rules from May 6, allowing a 
phased re-opening of businesses 

 
� Russia – is planning to launch its first Arktika-M satellite to monitor the 

Arctic climate and environment towards the end of 2020. 
� Tentatively, the launch is planned on December 9, 2020 
� Apart from this, the second Arktika-M satellite is also under development, which is 

scheduled for launch in 2023. 
� The first Arktika-M spacecraft is currently undergoing radio-electronic testing and 

is under the development process. 
� The satellite will reportedly be launched using a Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket with the 

Fregat booster. 
� The Arktika-M is a remote-sensing and emergency communications satellite.  
� It will be helpful in collecting meteorological data from the polar regions of the 

Earth.  
� The data will further help in improving weather forecasts and enable scientists to 

study climate change in a better way 
� The territory stretches of Russia spans along the Arctic Ocean over a few 

thousands of kilometers. 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 

� The researchers in the Texas A&M University in US - are planning to 
conduct the trial of BCG vaccine for boosting the immunity of Covid-19 
patients 

� The University will conduct the late-stage clinical trial of widely-used BCG 
tuberculosis vaccine among hundreds of frontline medical workers to tackle the 
Covid-19. 

� Texas A&M is the first US institution cleared by the federal agencies to perform 
the clinical trial on humans 

� The BCG, which is also used to treat bladder cancer, could be widely available for 
use against the viral disease in the next six months 

� However, BCG vaccine, which has the ability to strengthen your immune 
response, is not meant to cure coronavirus  

� The healthcare workers will be the first people eligible for the trial, which is set to 
begin this week 
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ECONOMY 

� For the first time in 18 years, India - became a net copper importer country 
between April - January 2020  

� To manage the local demand, India imported 69% more refined copper at 
1,32,445 tonnes between the period, with imports from Japan nearly doubling.  

� India already has a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Japan. 
� There is a 5% import duty on import of finished copper products but India enjoys a 

preferential tariff of 0.9% on imports of cathodes from Japan under the FTA 
� The local copper makers preferred imported copper over domestic cathode due to 

lower duties under FTA with Japan, which accounted for 77% of the total imports 
during April-January 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The country’s largest smelter plant run by Sterlite, part of the billionaire Anil 
Agarwal controlled Vedanta group, in Tuticorin was shut down in May 2018 by the 
Tamil Nadu state government following the claims of pollution and subsequent 
public unrest, which left 13 dead.  

� Due to its closure, India’s refined copper production fell by a sharp 40% to 4.57 
lakh tonnes in FY19.  

� The production fell a further 60% at 3.37 lakh tonnes during the period April-
January 2020, when compared with the last year’s production in the same period 

� All three refined copper producers namely – Hindalco Industries, Vedanta and 
Hindustan Copper reported fall in production during the period 

� India was a net exporter of copper till 2017-18. 
 

� A high-level panel on National Infrastructure Pipeline - has sought the 
government’s review of the base price for 5G spectrum auctions 

� The panel held that the reserve price for airwaves auction proposed by the 
Department of telecom (DoT) is much higher than other countries and hence the 
telecoms might not be interested to invest. 



 

14 | Page         044

 

� This was the view of the task force comprising top officials
submitted to finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman last week

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The committee included economic affairs secretary Atanu Chakraborty, who 
retired last week, NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and expenditure secretary T V 
Somanathan.  

� It has prepared a pipeline for investments of around Rs 111 lakh crore over five 
years. 

� The DoT has suggested a base price of Rs 492 crore per MHz and was hoping to 
mobilize at least Rs 5.8 lakh crore

� However, the high base price could harm the government’s plan of 
inclusive and affordable 5G services to all sections of 

� It could also stand in the way of achieving 
Policy goals.  

� To achieve this, the authorities should rationalise all elements of spectrum pricing 
for the auction, including base price, period 
rates, as per the Committee’s report.
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The committee included economic affairs secretary Atanu Chakraborty, who 
retired last week, NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and expenditure secretary T V 

It has prepared a pipeline for investments of around Rs 111 lakh crore over five 

DoT has suggested a base price of Rs 492 crore per MHz and was hoping to 
at least Rs 5.8 lakh crore in the process 

the high base price could harm the government’s plan of 
inclusive and affordable 5G services to all sections of the population in the country
It could also stand in the way of achieving the National Digital Communications 

the authorities should rationalise all elements of spectrum pricing 
for the auction, including base price, period of payment of charges and interest 

, as per the Committee’s report. 
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as per the report 

The committee included economic affairs secretary Atanu Chakraborty, who 
retired last week, NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and expenditure secretary T V 

It has prepared a pipeline for investments of around Rs 111 lakh crore over five 

DoT has suggested a base price of Rs 492 crore per MHz and was hoping to 

the high base price could harm the government’s plan of providing 
the population in the country 

the National Digital Communications 

the authorities should rationalise all elements of spectrum pricing 
of payment of charges and interest 

 


