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� On May 11, Tamil Nadu’s Covid
testing positive 

� Out of 798 cases, 538 of them 
continues to be the hotspot. 

� The state’s capital city, which registered more than 500 cases for the 
second consecutive day, now has a total of 4,371 cases

� It was a record single-day surge for both the State and 
� The day also recorded six deaths 

state toll to 53. 
� As on May 11, the doubling time for cases in 

five days in Chennai.  
� In the past one week, the state’s capital

sometimes nearly three fourths of the state’s daily 
� The positivity rate – the percentage of those turning positive among those tested 

is now at least 6%. 
 

 

� As on May 10, of the 7,204 cases registered in the state, 1,350
Tablighi Jamaat cluster and 2,296 were from the emerging Koyambedu cluster.
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� On May 11, when Chennai recorded 538 cases, its bordering districts also 
reported a high spike.  

� Tiruvallur saw 97 cases, while Chengalpet registered 90 and Kancheepuram 
recorded eight.  

� Most of the 33 cases recorded in Ariyalur were a part of the Koyambedu 
cluster. Tiruvanamalai recorded 10 cases, while Madurai and 
Ramanathapuram recorded four each.  

� Nine other districts had three or fewer cases. 
� The deceased comprised four women and two men, which included - a 32- year-

old woman from Cuddalore admitted in RGGGH in Chennai, a 36-year-old woman 
with medical history and a 65-year-old man with advanced stages of pancreatic 
cancer, a 50-year-old man and a 67-year-old woman with comorbidities admitted 
to RGGGH and a 66-year-old woman with medical background admitted to a 
private hospital in Chennai. 

� On the day, ninety-two patients were discharged from various hospitals, bringing 
the total number of recovered patients to 2,051 in the State.  

� There are 5,895 active cases in the State while 4,273 persons are admitted to 
isolation wards, suspected with symptoms of the viral infection 

� On the day, a total of 63 children were tested positive, taking the total number of 
children affected till now to 427 

� Meanwhile, the State government has now directed all private clinical 
establishments to provide dedicated fever clinics, following guidelines prescribed 
by it  

� So far, the state had authorized only select private hospitals to treat COVID-
19 patients, apart from the Government run hospitals. 

 
� On May 11, the Tamil Nadu government - issued ‘fresh’ guidelines for 

restarting manufacturing industries post lockdown. 
� Incidentally, the Centre’s guidelines were issued incidentally two days after a gas 

leak in Visakhapatnam 
� When restarting units, industries should treat the first week as the trial or test-run 

period, and ensure ‘strict’ adherence to safety protocols.  
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� To minimise the risk, employees who work on specific equipment must be made 
aware of the need to identify abnormalities. 

� The guidelines also mentioned specific norms to be followed for the storage of 
raw material and manufacturing processes  

� The temperature checks should be performed on all employees twice a day, and 
workers showing symptoms are not allowed to report for duty.  

� The importance of hand sanitisers, disease awareness and quarantine and 
physical distancing measures were the other aspects that are to be followed.  

� In case of need, the factories have to prepare accommodation to isolate workers 
� All travelling employees must undergo mandatory 14-day quarantine 
� The factory’s Human resources department will be managing the whole process 

for the individual employees 
 

� The Madras Medical College – has commenced the clinical trial for 
convalescent plasma therapy on May 11 

� On the day, the first donor — a patient who recovered from coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) — came forward to make the blood donation for plasma. 

� The Madras Medical College is part of the Indian Council of Medical Research’s 
multi-centre trial involving other institutes across the country as well 

� It has also obtained the approval for an institutional trial for severe COVID-19 
patients. 

� Apart from the MMC, the ICMR has granted approval for Madurai Medical 
College, Tirunelveli Medical College and Christian Medical College, Vellore, for its 
multi-centre clinical trial. 

 
� The Greater Chennai corporation - has made Mandaveli MRTS (mass rapid 

transit system) railway station a ‘containment zone’ since May 7 
� The announcement has been made after five police personnel who stayed at the 

station tested positive.  
� This is the first instance of a railway station becoming a containment zone in the 

city. 
� There is around 40 personnel staying at and around the MRTS station and 

samples will be collected from them by the civic authorities to check for the 
disease 

� While the five have been moved to a government hospital for treatment, the 
station will continue to be a containment zone for the 28 days. 

� The station falls under Teynampet zone (zone 9), which has the fourth highest 
number of cases in the city, among the 15 zones.  

� The top three infection zones in Chennai are Royapuram (zone 5, 676 cases), 
Kodambakkam (zone 10, 630 cases) and Thiru-Vi-Ka Nagar (zone 6, 556 cases). 
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� Tamil Nadu’s two ‘delicate’ handicraft products — the Thanjavur Netti 
Works (pith works) and Arambavur wood carvings — were granted the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the GI registry on May 12.  

� For the Thanjavur Netti works, the Tamil Nadu handicrafts Development 
Corporation (Poompuhar) applied for the GI tag on behalf of the artisans involved 
in the trade 

� In the case of Arumbavur wood carvings, it was filed by Poompuhar in association 
with the Arumbavur Wood Carvers’ Handicrafts Industrial Cooperative Society 
Limited and the Arumbavur Temple Car and Woodcarving Artisans Welfare 
Society. 
 

Thanjavur Netti Works 
 

� Netti (pith) is obtained from a hydrophyte plant called Aeschynomene Aspera 
� The plant is found in lakes and marshy lands around the Thanjavur region and 

Mannargudi.  
� Traditionally and hereditarily, artisans make models of the Brihadeeshwara 

temple, Hindu idols, garlands, door hangings and decorative pieces, using the 
pith. 

 

 
 

� The artefact created out of the pith looks similar to the ones made in marble and 
elephant’s tusk.  

� They shine elegantly but are brittle and break easily, unless kept carefully.  
� Hence, most models are preserved inside a glass box. 

 

Arumbavur wood carvings 
 

� Arumbavur Wood Carving is done at Arumbavur and around the Veppanthattai 
taluk of Perambalur district.  

� The wood carvings are mainly constructed out of wooden logs of Indian siris (Poo 
Vaagai, Albizia lebbeck), mango (Mangifera indica), lingam tree (Mavilangam), 
Indian ash tree (Othiyan – Odina wodier), rosewood, neem tree (Vembu – 
Azadirachta indica). 

� The Arumbavur wood carving is an art form and a temple architecture drawing 
inspiration from mythology and mythical deities.  
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� The Arumbavur artisans employ great skill in measuring geometric proportions 
and scale of wood and detailing required, from a single block of wood 

� The carvings are generated for various wooden sculptures, ranging from hand-
sized carvings to temple chariots and temple cars carrying idols of Hindu gods. 

 

   

� The artisans obtain the supply of fine wood in large quantities from Pachamalai 
Hills and Thanjavur-Kumbakonam belt. 

� The Arumbavur artisans also make pooja room interiors, designed doors, panels, 
temple flagstaff and images of gods, but are best known for their temple cars 
(rathas) 

� The GI tag offers exclusive rights over the product to its owners 
� The tag offers an assurance of quality and distinct feature for a product, which is 

essentially attributable to its geographical origin. 
 

STATES 

� Telangana’s famous Telia Rumal made in Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district – has 
got the GI recognition from the Chennai-based GI registry on May 12  

 
 

 
 

� The Consortium of Puttapaka Handloom Cluster had applied for the GI tag, on 
behalf of the artisans involved in the rumal work.  
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� Telia Rumal cloth involves a number of intricate handmade craft with cotton loom 
displaying a variety of design and motifs 

� It is predominantly made in three particular colours — red, black and white.  
� The process of preparation uses gingelly oil and natural vegetable dye which 

gives it a distinct and unique quality in the form of its texture and smell. 
� Telia Rumals are simple in design, but needs skillful application, with the weft, 

warp and double Ikat technique and geometric patterns.  
� Earlier, much of these Telia fabrics were used by Muslim nobles in Hyderabad.  

� These rumals were also called Asia Rumal 
� A large quantity of these Telia Rumals was also exported to Persian Gulf, 

Middle East, Aden, East Africa, Singapore and Burma.  
� Until 1930s, these Telia Rumals were woven in Chirala and the surrounding 

villages in Guntur. 
 

NATIONAL 

� On May 11, India’s Covid-19 positive count - surged past 70,000, just two 
days after crossing the 60,000 milestone 

� Maharashtra continued to report above 1,000 new cases for the sixth day running, 
while Tamil Nadu added its highest single-day number of cases at 798. 

 

 
 

� Overall, the day’s count of new cases across the country was 3,607, much lesser 
than a record high of 4,308 registered on May 10 

� As on date, India now has 70,799 Covid-19 cases, according to the latest 
numbers reported by states, with Maharashtra reporting nearly one third of all 
cases.  

� Just four states — Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Delhi — have 66% of 
India’s Covid count.  

� Gujarat (347) and Delhi (310) also reported high numbers on the day, just like the 
past few days 
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� The death toll from the virus came down to 82 on the day after remaining at 113 
for two consecutive days.  

� Maharashtra recorded the highest 36 deaths, taking its total toll to 868, with 
Mumbai alone accounting for 528. 

� The state had recorded 1,230 fresh cases on the day  
� Delhi did not record any new death, while it reported 310 fresh cases of 

coronavirus, taking the tally to 7,233.  
� Gujarat also recorded 20 fresh deaths and 347 new cases on the day.  

� With this, the state’s death toll crossed the 500 mark with total number of 
patients succumbing to coronavirus now standing at 513.  

� Till April 30, the state had reported only 214 deaths, whereas it has reported 
the next 299 in 11 days, adding the last 100 in just four days.  

� Ahmedabad district alone has accounted for 251 deaths, or 84% of the 
state’s total toll. 

� In Odisha, 37 people tested positive for Covid-19, taking the overall positive count 
in the state to 414. 

� Assam recorded two Covid-19 positive cases, taking the state’s coronavirus count 
to 64.  

� Meanwhile, seven positive cases were reported in Kerala, of which five came from 
migrant workers and one from Kuwait.  

� As many as 519 persons were tested positive in state since the outbreak 
began in January and 27 patients are currently under treatment.  

� With 38 new cases, the Covid-19 count in Andhra Pradesh has also crossed the 
2,000 mark while the death toll stood at 45 

� For a first time in the state, the cumulative recoveries (998) outnumbered 
the active cases (975) 

� In Rajasthan, five persons died while 174 others were tested positive for the viral 
infection, taking the state’s toll to 113 and the cumulative infections to 3,988 cases  

 
� On May 11, PM Narendra Modi - held a video conference with all the Chief 

Ministers of states and union territories to discuss the strategies to be 
followed in the country’s battle against COVID-19.  
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� This was the fifth meeting convened by the PM with all the Chief Ministers since 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

� Following the meeting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the nation at 8 
pm on May 12.   

� During his address, the PM is likely to make an announcement regarding the 
nationwide lockdown, which was extended for the second time till May 17, 2020 

� The nationwide lockdown began on March 25, 2020 and extended for the first 
time till May 3rd and then till May 17th.  

 
� The Union Health Ministry - has issued new guidelines to increase COVID-19 

testing and sampling at the district level 
� The Ministry has initiated facility based surveillance in all districts and a more 

focused population-based ‘sero-survey’ of high and low risk groups in select 
districts. 

� The surveillance will be in addition to routine testing as per current guidelines 
� The move is aimed at monitoring the prevalence and spread of Covid-19 in the 

country 
� Apart from this, it will also check for community transmission in any part of the 

country. 
� A ‘sero-survey’ involves testing of blood serum of a group of individuals for the 

presence of antibodies 
� The district level ‘sero-survey’ will be conducted by the Indian Council of Medical 

Research and the National Centre for Disease Control in association with other 
stakeholders and state health departments.  

� The facility-based surveillance is an expansion of the testing of flu and other 
serious respiratory cases in hospitals, which is being carried out by the 
government.  

� The enhanced exercise will be conducted across 10 health facilities —six public 
and four private — from each district. 

� For the sero-survey, population groups will consist of low and high risk 
populations.  

� The low-risk group will include outpatient attendees and pregnant women, while 
the high-risk population consists of healthcare workers. 

� The survey will include a total of 200 samples per week and 800 samples per 
month. This will include at least 100 samples per week and 400 per month from 
the selected districts from the high-risk population.  

� For the low-risk population, 50 samples per week and 200 per month are to be 
collected from outpatient attendees (non-ILI patients).  

� The agencies will use a combination of RT-PCR and Elisa antibody kits for these 
surveys. 

� The pool testing will be adopted while testing these collected samples. 
� In the method of pool testing, more number of swabs of the collected samples will 

be tested together for the virus to save time.  
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� The individual swabs will be tested separately, only when the pool test run shows 
positive results 
 

� The Ministry of Health - also announced further changes in its discharge 
policy and revised the home isolation guidelines for very mild/pre-
symptomatic cases.  

� As per the new guidelines, there is no need for testing after the end of the home 
isolation period for such cases. 

� It states that the isolation of patients will end after 17 days of the onset of 
symptoms and if there is no fever for 10 days. 

� The caregiver and all close contacts of such cases should take 
hydroxychloroquine drug prophylaxis and as prescribed by the treating medical 
officer. 

� The eligibility for home isolation includes that the person should be clinically 
assigned as a very mild or pre-symptomatic case by the treating medical officer 

� Such cases should have the requisite facility at their residence for self-isolation 
and also for quarantining the family contacts. 

� A caregiver should be available to provide care on a 24x7 basis.  
� A communication link between the caregiver and hospital should be present for 

the entire duration of home isolation 
� The Aarogya Setu app should be downloaded on the mobile and it should remain 

active at all times (through Bluetooth and Wi-Fi).  
� The patient is required to agree to monitor his health and regularly inform his 

health status to the District Surveillance Officer for further follow-up by teams. 
� Additionally, utensils and dishes used by the patient should be cleaned with 

soap/detergent and water wearing gloves. 
� Also patients should at all times use triple layer medical mask and discard it after 

eight hours of use or earlier if they become wet or visibly soiled 
 

� The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - has issued new guidelines 
for reporting of novel coronavirus deaths in the country 

� As per the new norms, Covid-19 should be recorded as an “underlying cause of 
death” when leading to pneumonia, cardiac injury and clotting in the bloodstream, 
among others. 

� Also, a patient may have many co-morbid conditions, but only those that have 
contributed to death should be recorded 

� The deaths with inconclusive test results, in which Covid-19 symptoms are 
present, should be recorded as “probable Covid-19” fatalities. 

� Moreover, all state health authorities have been advised to use a software 
developed by the health research body for accurate reporting of Covid-19 deaths. 

� The guidelines state that co-morbidities such as chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease or asthma, chronic bronchitis, ischemic heart disease, cancer and 
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diabetes increase the risk of developing respiratory infections and lead to 
complications for a person infected with Covid-19 virus. 

� However, these conditions are not considered as the underlying cause of death as 
they have not directly caused death. 

� The deaths with the presence of symptoms, but for which test results are awaited, 
should be recorded as suspected deaths 

� The deaths recorded by testing negative but have Covid-19 symptoms should be 
mentioned as clinically epidemiologically diagnosed Covid-19. 

� The ICMR guidelines also lists separate forms where a health facility or a medical 
practitioner has to mention the sequence of events leading to death, which 
includes the immediate cause of death, cause of death antecedent to immediate 
cause, underlying cause of death and the manner of death, among others. 

 
� The Centre - has empanelled more than 1,000 hospitals under Ayushman 

Bharat since April 1, taking the total number of hospitals under the scheme 
to more than 21,541 across the country. 

� The move is aimed at providing more medical services for treatment of both Covid 
and non-Covid patients in these hospitals 

� The private hospitals account for 78.4% of the new empanelment, while the share 
of public hospitals stands at 56% of the total empanelment, as per the data from 
National Health Authority (NHA). 

� Since April 1, out of 1,006 hospitals empanelled, 789 hospitals are in the private 
and rest in the public sector. 

� The highest empanelment is in states of Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Assam, 
Punjab, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 

� The NHA had recently launched a new ‘express empanelment’ scheme, called 
‘Hospital Empanelment Module (HEM) Lite’ - to bring larger number of private 
hospitals under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB 
PM-JAY) platform  

� Under the new mechanism, hospitals can empanel themselves for a temporary 
period of three months through ‘online’ system available on the Ayushman Bharat 
website 

� With this new scheme, patients suffering from serious illnesses, such as cancer, 
cardiac issues and diabetes that require continuous treatment, will be able to 
continue getting inpatient services.  

 
� Indian Railways – has not decided to run Shramik Special trains with full 

capacity 
� Earlier, it has set aside the middle berth ‘vacant’ to maintain social distancing and 

ran the trains with atleast 90% occupancy. 
� It has also decided to increase passengers in these special trains, particularly with 

broad-bodied LHB coaches, from the existing 1,200 to around 1,700 
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� Henceforth, the railway zones will also provide three stoppages in the destination 
state, other than the final stop at the request of the state government concerned. 

� The guidelines were changed now, as almost all the stranded guest workers, 
students and tourists who travelled so far were asymptomatic and most of them 
have followed the norms. 

� Till May 11, the railways had transported at least 6 lakh stranded guest workers, 
students and tourists in 513 trains to their own districts 

� The Shramik special trains were launched on May 1. 
 

� The railway’s commercial arm, IRCTC - started booking tickets ‘online’ on 
May 11, for a dozen special trains to be launched from May 12 

 

 
 

� Within three hours of the start of booking, approximately 30,000 tickets were 
booked for more than 54,000 passengers. 

� The first eight trains to be operated includes three from New Delhi — one going to 
Dibrugarh, another to Bengaluru and a third one to Bilaspur — one each from 
Mumbai Central, Howrah, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru and Patna to Delhi.  

� Another nine trains will start their trip on the next day. 
� As per the guidelines announced by the Railways, all passengers with confirmed 

tickets will need to reach railway stations at least 90 minutes prior to scheduled 
departure of any special train, similar to the domestic air travel. 

� The passengers also need to carry less luggage with them and bring their 
own food  

� However, IRCTC made provision for limited eatables such as dry and ready-
to-eat food and packaged drinking water on payment basis.  

� They will have to carry their own blankets with them as railways won’t 
provide linen, blankets and curtains.  

� However, the temperature inside AC coaches shall be “suitably regulated” to 
keep the passengers comfortable. 

� The booking for these trains can be done through IRCTC for maximum 
seven days in advance and no waitlist or RAC tickets will be issued.  
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� The railways allowed booking for all berths including the middle berth in 3AC 
coaches, as per the revised home ministry guidelines  

� Only ‘asymptomatic’ passengers with confirmed tickets will be allowed to 
enter the station after proper thermal screening. 

� However, the passengers will have to comply with the health protocol of the 
destination state after reaching.  

 
� On May 11, the Centre – has announced the release of another �6,195 crore 

to 14 states, as recommended by the 15th finance commission. 
� This is the second EMI of the post-devolution revenue deficit grant 
� The biggest chunk of the grant will go to Kerala, which will get �1,276 crore.  
� Himachal Pradesh will get �952 crore, while Punjab will get �638 crore, Rs 631 

crores will go to Assam, Rs 491 crore to Andhra Pradesh, Rs 417 crore to West 
Bengal and Rs 423 crore to Uttarakhand. 

� Other States which will benefit are Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and Tripura.  

� Tamil Nadu will receive Rs 335 crore as per the announcement 
� The grant would be providing the respective states a substantial amount as 

additional resources during the corona crisis, as per the finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman  

� The funds will be used for sample collection, quarantine facility, screening and 
setting up of additional testing laboratories. 

� The funds will also be used for purchase of PPE (Personal Protection Equipment), 
thermal scanners, air purifiers, ventilators, consumables in government hospitals 

� The first equal installment of the grant was issued by the finance ministry to the 
states on March 14, 2020. 

� The grant is a mechanism that has been provided by the Finance 
Commission for compensation of any form of loss by the states from the 
centre. 

� The revenue deficit covers the gap between revenue and expenditure of a 
state 

� According to Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2003, the 
states should maintain revenue deficit of zero. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

� On May 11, Russia reported a new surge in virus cases with 11,656 fresh 
cases, taking its tally past Italy’s and making it the fourth highest in the 
world after Britain, Spain and the United States 

� The official Covid-19 positive infections in the country now stand at 221,344.  
� With 94 deaths, the toll also rose to 2,009 
� However, on the day, President Vladimir Putin announced a gradual easing of 

lockdown measures despite surge in cases 
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� Similarly, fears of new infections were reported in Germany, where new clusters 
were linked to three slaughterhouses; in Wuhan, the Chinese city where the virus 
started; and in South Korea, where a single nightclub customer was linked to 85 
new cases. 

� In France, where regional restrictions were imposed, some schools and shops 
reopened and some hair salons were fully booked.  

� But in Paris and elsewhere, restaurants and theaters remained closed, and 
masks were still mandatory in public. 

� In Germany, the gradual easing of movement restrictions continued with more 
children returning to classrooms 

� Spain has now moved to the next phase of a gradual exit from one of Europe’s 
strictest lockdowns 

� Roughly half of Spain’s 47 million people came out of strict confinement, 
beginning to socialise, shop in small stores and enjoy outdoor seating in 
eateries and bars.  

� But residents of the two largest cities, Madrid and Barcelona, remained 
under tighter controls. 

 

 
 

� In Australia, popular beaches are opened again for exercise with children across 
Sydney returning to their school. 

� However, China reported that one person had tested positive for the virus in 
Wuhan. Elsewhere, there were five more cases reported on May 11, all from the 
same residential compound. 
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� And neighbouring South Korea announced its highest number of infections for 
more than a month driven by a cluster in a Seoul nightlife district.  

� Officials reported 35 new cases as on the night of May 10.  
� Following the surge, the government has pushed back hard, halting school 

reopenings and reimposed restrictions on nightclubs and bars.  
� New Zealand will phase out its lockdown over the next 10 days, although some 

restrictions will remain 
� The number of coronavirus cases in the six Gulf Arab states surpassed 100,000 

on May 11, with 557 deaths 
� Saudi Arabia, the largest Gulf state with a population of about 30 million, 

has the highest count at more than 39,000 infections and 246 deaths. 
� Qatar has recorded a steady increase in cases to 23,623 while the number 

of deaths stood at 14 
� The UAE total has so far reported 18,198 infections with 198 deaths. 

 
� On May 11, Saudi Arabia - announced it was tripling value-added tax (VAT) 

on basic goods, raising them to 15% from the existing 5% from July 1 
� The kingdom has also decided to cut spending on major projects by around $26 

billion following the economy slide due to the coronavirus pandemic and low oil 
prices.  

� Saudi citizens will also lose a bonus cost-of-living allowance from June 1, which 
had been implemented in the kingdom in 2018  

� Also, the kingdom has also lost revenue from the suspension of pilgrimages to the 
holy cities of Mecca and Medina, which were closed to visitors due to the virus. 

� The new measures are the most drastic yet by a major Gulf Arab oil producer 
since oil prices plunged by more than half in March, indicating that neighbouring 
countries may also seek to impose higher taxes on residents this year.  

� As of May 11 evening, the kingdom has reported over 39,000 infections and 246 
deaths, according to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Centre.  

� On top of it, the IMF now forecasts the country’s GDP will fall 2.3% this year and 
projects that all six energy producing Gulf Arab states will be in economic 
recession this year. 

� Last month, the kingdom announced a unilateral ceasefire in Yemen after five 
years of war in the clearest indication that Riyadh seeks to avoid its expensive 
military intervention. 

� The kingdom saw a record $24 billion monthly drop in its foreign reserves in 
March to $479 million. 

� Saudi Arabia is one of the leading exporters of crude oil and its economy is 
heavily dependent on oil for revenue.  

� Oil prices fell to a historic low in April 2020 due to the travel bans imposed by 
different countries.  

 

 



 

15 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

SPORTS 

� On May 11, Sania Mirza - became the first Indian to win the Fed Cup Heart 
Award for her successful return to the tennis court after motherhood.  

� Sania won the award for Asia/Oceania zone after securing a whopping 10,000 
plus votes out of the total 16,985 cast for this year's three regional Group I 
nominees. 

� After winning the award, Sania dedicated it to the entire country and pledged to 
donate the $2000 prize money to Telangana Chief Minister's Relief Fund to 
support the fight against coronavirus. 

� Sania returned to competitive tennis in January 2020, after giving birth to her son, 
Izhaan, in October 2018 

 

 
 

� She instantly achieved success by clinching the women’s doubles title at Hobart 
International alongside Nadiia Kichenok. 

� Sania, who made a comeback to Fed Cup after four years, helped India qualify for 
the play-offs for the first time in history 

� The Fed Cup heart award is an International Tennis Federation (ITF) initiative to 
recognise those Fed Cup players who represent their countries with distinction, 
show exceptional courage on court and demonstrate outstanding commitment to 
the ideals of the competition. 

 
� On May 11, the sports ministry - granted recognition to 54 national 

federations, after leaving out the governing bodies of archery, golf and 
gymnastics while dropping paralympics and rowing from the list. 
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� The recognition has been granted only till September 2020, even though the 
annual recognition is normally for the calendar year and was already delayed. 

� The ministry granted fresh recognition to the All India Carrom Federation as well. 
� The Paralympic Committee of India (PCI), Rowing Federation of India (RFI) and 

School Games Federation of India (SGFI) were the ones that were not granted 
fresh recognition. 

� While the PCI and RFI were suspended for violating the National Sports Code, the 
Sushil Kumar-led SGFI was de-recognised for mismanagement. 

� The ministry continued to deny recognition to the Archery Association of India 
(AAI), the Indian Golf Union (IGU), the Gymnastics Federation of India (GFI) and 
the Taekwondo Federation of India. 

� The Archery Association of India held its long-delayed elections in January 2020 
and is headed by union minister Arjun Munda. 

� However, it failed to change its constitution because of the coronavirus-forced 
national lockdown 

 
� Deepa Malik, the first Indian woman to claim a medal in the Paralympic 

Games - has retired from active sports 
 

 
 

� The information was made public on May 11, even though she took the decision 
before becoming the Paralympic Committee of India president earlier this year  

� The 49-year-old Deepa, who won silver in shot put F53 category in the 2016 Rio 
Paralympics, was elected PCI president in the elections held in February as per 
the direction of Delhi High Court. 

� The PCI was not granted recognition by the sports ministry till September 2020 
� Deepa was conferred with the country’s highest sporting honour — the Rajiv 

Gandhi Khel Ratna — last year. 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 

� International Nurses Day – May 12 
� The day marks the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, hailed as ‘the Lady 

with the lamp’ 
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� It is celebrate every year to honour and show the gratitude to the significance and 
service of nurses in medical industry. 

� Theme 2020 - Nurses: A Voice to lead-Nursing the World to Health 
� The International Council of Nurses (ICN) organises the celebration of the 

International Nurses Day every year. 
� The ICN is a federation with more than 130 nurse associations, representing more 

than 20 million nurses all over the world. 
� It was founded in 1899 and associated with the World Bank, International Labour 

Organization and WHO 
� This year 2020 is celebrated as the ‘Year of Nurse and Midwife’, as it marks the 

200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale. 
� This is being observed by the World Health Organization in order to achieve 

Universal Health Coverage 
� Also, the ‘State of World’s Nursing Report ‘was launched by WHO in association 

with Nursing Now Campaign and the International Council of Nurses on World 
Health Day every year. 

� The report provides a detailed insight about the nursing workforce globally. 
� As per the report released this year, there are 36.9 nurses per 10,000 people with 

variations in different parts of the world.  
� The number of nurses in Americas is 10 times more than that of Africa.  
� In America, there are 83.4 nurses per 10,000 people and in Africa there are 8.7 

nurses per 10,000 people. 
� According to the report, there are 1.56 million nurses in India, with 67% of them 

being professional nurses. 
� In our country, Nurses comprise of 47% of medical staff, while the doctors 

constitute 23.3%, dentists constitute 5.5% and pharmacists constitute 24.1% of 
medical staff  

� Florence Nightingale was called the ‘Lady with the Lamp’, as she used to make 
rounds through the camps with a lamp. 
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