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� On April 29, Tamil Nadu 
for the second consecutive 
total 104 cases reported

� Apart from Chennai, there were four cases in Chengalpattu, three in 
Kancheepuram, two in Villupuram and one in Tiruvallur

� As on date, the total casualties in the state rose to
more deaths - a 65-year-old cancer 

 

 

� The 26-year old woman had died in labour at Chennai’s Government Kasturba 
Gandhi Hospital on April 28
the next day. 

� The 65-year-old blood cancer patient had contracted the infection at the Adyar 
Cancer Institute and died at the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital on 
April 29 

� Of the 94 positive cases in Chennai, 89 had a contact history.
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TAMIL NADU 

Tamil Nadu - recorded more than 100 Covid-19 positive 
consecutive day, with Chennai contributing
reported on the day 

Apart from Chennai, there were four cases in Chengalpattu, three in 
Kancheepuram, two in Villupuram and one in Tiruvallur 
As on date, the total casualties in the state rose to 27 with the reporting of 

old cancer patient and a 26-year-old woman 

woman had died in labour at Chennai’s Government Kasturba 
April 28, but her swab sample tested positive for Covid

old blood cancer patient had contracted the infection at the Adyar 
died at the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital on 

Of the 94 positive cases in Chennai, 89 had a contact history. 
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� With this, Chennai’s Covid-19 count has gone up to 768 cases, the most in the 
State 

� On the day, eight more children were tested positive for COVID-19, taking the 
count in the 0-12 age group to 129 — 71 boys and 58 girls. 

� A total of 82 persons were discharged after treatment across the State, taking the 
number of persons discharged to 1,210. 

� The number of samples tested stood at 8,087, the highest so far.  
� With this, 1,09,961 samples have been tested so far. 
� In addition to the 41 testing facilities in the State, three more laboratories in the 

government sector have been approved for testing COVID-19 — the Government 
Medical College Hospital, Omandurar Estate, Sivaganga Medical College Hospital 
and Virudhunagar Medical College Hospital.  

� With this, there are 33 government testing facilities and 11 in the private 
sector. 

� Meanwhile, the Tamil Nadu government has set up 15 Field Support Teams (FST) 
consisting of IAS, IPS, Tamil Nadu police, district revenue officers, and officers 
from local body and health and family welfare department 

� These FSTs are deputed for Chennai, Tiruppur, Coimbatore, Madurai and 
Salem corporations 

� They will undertake key social functions such as management of 
containment zones, provision of essential services in the containment area, 
contact tracing and testing. 

� Six zones of the Greater Chennai Corporation that have at least 40 patients 
— Tondiarpet (zone 4), Royapuram (zone 5), Thiru-Vi-Ka Nagar (zone 6), 
Anna Nagar (zone 8), Teynampet (zone 9) and Kodambakkam (zone 10) — 
have been assigned an FST each. 

� In Chennai, the number of mobile testing units will be increased from the existing 
three to 10, to test more number of samples. 

� Until April 23, a total of 187 out of 388 blocks in the state were categorised as 
green blocks where there are nil cases in 28 days.  

� While 173 blocks categorised as orange blocks where less than 15 cases 
reported, and the 28 blocks are under red category.  

� Based on the severity of Covid-19, the blocks are categorized as Red, 
Orange (Amber) and Green 

� Red category - blocks which has more than 15 cases or doubling time of 
less than four days 

� Orange category – blocks which has less than 15 cases or no new cases in 
the last 14 days 

� Green category – blocks which has nil cases in the last 28 days 
� Meanwhile, officials from departments of health, revenue administration and 

disaster management and Tamil Nadu e-governance agency have mapped and 
colour-coded areas, based on the number of Covid-19 positive cases 
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� The green zones will be allowed to reopen first and then amber with severe 
restrictions and red will be allowed only if the parameters turn green. 

� Krishnagiri continued to be in the green zone with no positive cases 
� Four districts — Kanniyakumari, Ramanathapuram, Ranipet and Perambalur — 

moved from the red zone to orange, as on date. 
� With this, the number of districts in the orange zone increased to 11, while 25 

districts continue to be in the red zone  

 

 
 

� Meanwhile, the Government has announced that, after the end of the intensive 
lockdown in Chennai, Coimbatore and Madurai corporations, grocery, vegetable 
and fruit shops will be allowed to be operate between 6am and 5pm for one day 
on April 30.  

� However, the shops will continue to operate between 6am and 1pm on May 1 
 

� The Central government - has brought the Cauvery Water Management 
Authority under the Jal Shakti ministry 

� The authority is an independent entity that was functioning earlier under the 
Ministry of water resources, river development and Ganga rejuvenation.  

� After the formation of the Jal Shakti ministry in May 2019 to deal with water-
related issues, the erstwhile ministry of water resources is now just a department 
under the new ministry. 

� Similarly, the Management boards of all other rivers like Godavari and Krishna, 
which were earlier functioning under the erstwhile water resources ministry, have 
also been brought under the water resources department of Jal Shakti ministry. 

� The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) was set up by the Centre in 
June 2018 - under section 6A of the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 - 
based on a Supreme Court directive of February 2018 
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� The main task of the authority is to resolve the Cauvery water sharing dispute 
among Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala and Puducherry.  

� The authority comprises chairman and eight members. 
 

� The Labour department - has developed an exclusive, portal to keep track of 
guest workers in Tamil Nadu.  

� The portal is the first-of-its-kind in the entire country 
� The main objective of the portal is to maintain a real time data of the guest 

workers in the state 
� The collectors of various districts in the state have been instructed to collect data 

of the guest workers in their respective districts and enter them in the portal 
� About 1.34 lakh guest workers are currently registered with the labour department 
� Information on guest workers will help the government to reach out to them and 

provide them relief measures as per the Building and Other Construction Workers 
Act 1996, Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and 
Conditions of Service) Act 1979 and other labour laws. 

� The portal will be having five to six types of information on each migrant labourer 
including their Aadhaar number.  

� So far, the authorities have identified around 5 lakh guest workers and uploaded 
the data of a total of 4.50 lakh labourers in the portal.  

� Tiruppur, Chennai and Coimbatore districts have the highest number of workforce 
from other states. 

 
� Union minister of railways, commerce and industry, Piyush Goyal - 

conveyed appreciations of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to ‘Karur Medical 
College Hospital’ for effective handling of Covid-19 cases 

� The Union minister also congratulated ESI hospital in Coimbatore, apart from 
Erode and Kilpauk Medical College. 

� On April 29, Goyal called the hospitals that have been doing reasonably well in 
the fight against Covid-19 by effectively treating and curing patients besides 
keeping the mortality significantly low. 

� The lone positive patient from Karur district is expected to be discharged after 
cure on April 30 

� With this, Karur finds itself in a reasonably good position with no new cases over 
the last 12 days. 

 
� For the first time in the country, the Coimbatore postal division - has 

released postal envelopes with a Covid-19 franking slogan. 
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� The slogan ‘To fight against Covid-19 pandemic, wear face mask at workplace’ is 
printed on 300 exclusive envelopes enclosed in presentation packs.  

� These envelopes will be available for sale at the Philatelic Bureau at the Good 
Shed Road Post Office. 

� They are expected to be part of philatelic collections as they cannot be used for 
posting. 

� Franking is a system that is used in bulk postal orders.  
� No stamps are required on such envelopes, which has the value of the stamp, the 

name of the post office and the coronavirus theme printed on it 
� The envelope was released on the eve of the annual World Day for Safety and 

Health at Work, observed on April 28 
� This is the second set of philatelic products released by the postal division on the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

STATES 

� On April 29, Punjab - became the first State in the country to announce that 
it would extend the lockdown till May 17 

� This was announced by Punjab chief minister, Amarinder Singh, who extended 
the lockdown in the state by two more weeks after May 3 

� Though the curfew period has been extended, the state has decided to relax 
curfew between 7-11 am on all days. 

� However, strict lockdown restrictions will continue in the containment and red 
zones. 

� The shops dealing in personal care services such as barber shops and saloons 
will continue to remain closed.  

� The Government has announced a limited easing of lockdown restrictions from 
April 30 in non-containment and non-red zones but with strict adherence to safety 
protocols.  

� This limited easing of restrictions will be in place for all registered shops, except 
those in multi-brand and single-brand malls, which can operate with 50% staff 
strength from April 30 from 7am to 11am everyday 

� The CM also said that the situation will be reviewed after two weeks to decide on 
more relaxations 

� Meanwhile, the West Bengal government also announced the continuation 
of lockdown till the end of May in the state 

� But, it has decided to allow small shops and selective sectors to resume business 
from May 4 in the green zone. 

� Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced the nationwide lockdown from 
March 25 to check the spread of coronavirus in the country.   

� The lockdown was extended on April 14 for another two weeks till May 3, 2020.  
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NATIONAL 

� On April 29, the country reported 1,635 infections, taking the total number of 
Covid-affected people to 33,045 

� On the grim side, India recorded 68 more deaths, taking the countrywide toll to 
1080.  

� Out of 68 casualties, Maharashtra alone accounted for 32 of them – the state’s 
highest figure in a single day so far  

 

 
 

� On the brighter side, more than 8,000 people or 24% of the patients have 
recovered from the disease. 

� In Delhi, which reported two deaths, the number of fresh cases dipped 
significantly at 125 as against 206 cases registered a day earlier. 

� Gujarat reported 16 fresh deaths, followed by 10 in Madhya Pradesh, three in 
Rajasthan, two each in Tamil Nadu and Bengal and one in Karnataka. 

� In Maharashtra, the number of fresh cases dropped to 597 from 729 reported a 
day before.  

� With 475 fresh cases, Mumbai contributed to 80% of the cases in the state.  
� While Mumbai’s total tally is 6,644, Maharashtra’s tally is moving closer to 

the 10,000-mark at 9,915. 
� Mumbai, which recorded its highest single day toll at 26, accounted for 80% 

of the 32 deaths in the state.  
� The death toll of the state now stands at 432 while that of Mumbai at 270 

� Gujarat became the second state after Maharashtra to cross the 4,000-mark with 
308 fresh cases reported in the last 24 hours, taking the state’s count to 4082.  

� Gujarat recorded 16 deaths, three lower than the previous day, taking the 
state toll to 181.  

� On the positive side, a record 93 patients were discharged in the state on 
the day, taking the total number of patients recovered to 527 
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� Rajasthan recorded 74 fresh cases – lower than the 102 patients testing positive a 
day ago – taking the total infected cases in the state to 2438.  

� With three deaths, all of them from Jaipur, the state toll has reached 55. 
� Andhra Pradesh reported 73 new cases, taking the state’s tally to 1332 
� Bihar recorded 37 new cases, taking the tally to 403 
� Jharkhand recorded just two cases for the second consecutive day, taking the 

state tally to 107. 
� In Odisha, six more persons, tested positive, taking the total number of infected 

persons to 125. 
� Jammu and Kashmir recorded 16 fresh cases, all of them from the Valley, taking 

the tally to 581. 
 

� India’s doubling rate of Covid-19 positive cases - has improved further in 
last three days to an average of 11.3 days with only 0.33% people on 
ventilator support 

� This was announced by health minister Dr Harsh Vardhan on April 29. 
� He also announced that the country’s mortality rate of coronavirus patients is 

around 3% even as the global mortality rate is around 7% 
� About 86% of Covid-19 patients who have succumbed to the deadly virus so far 

also had co-morbid conditions like acute diabetes and hypertension 
� The country is currently testing around 60,000 samples per day and striving hard 

to increase the capacity to 1 lakh tests per day 
� For the purpose, at least 288 government laboratories are working along with 97 

private lab chains with around 16,000 sample collection centres  
 

� On April 29, the home ministry - allowed the inter-state movement of 
migrant workers by road in accordance with protocols to be worked out by 
states receiving the workers and those where they are currently located. 

� The announcement is seen as a major relief for migrant workers and other people, 
like students, pilgrims and tourists, stranded for the past five weeks due to the 
nationwide lockdown 

� However, public transport, including trains and buses, continue to remain 
suspended 

� These workers have spent the past few weeks in temporary shelters and 
accommodation arranged by state and UT governments, NGOs and employers 
with food being provided at camps. 

� States and UTs will designate nodal officers to send and receive stranded people, 
who will need to be registered by nodal authorities. 

� After their return, the workers will have to be scanned and isolated, and in cases 
of suspected symptoms, quarantined 

� For this purpose, such people may be encouraged to use Aarogya Setu app 
through which their health status can be monitored and tracked. 
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� Buses shall be used for transport of groups of people and the vehicles will be 
sanitised and follow safe social distancing norms in seating.  

� The inter-state movement by private vehicles can also take place but with due 
permission and with both the sender state and receiving state in agreement. 

� States and UTs falling on the transit route will allow passage of such people. 
� Earlier, similar norms for safe transportation of workers within state/UTs were 

prescribed in the April 19 order of the MHA. 
� Uttar Pradesh was one of the first States to arrange for the return of stranded 

migrant workers to return to their homes. 
� Following Uttar Pradesh, States like Punjab, Odisha, West Bengal and 

Maharashtra were coordinating inter-State movement of migrant workers. 
 

� The University Grants Commission (UGC) – has announced guidelines on 
examinations and academic calendar in view of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

� As per the guidelines, new academic session will begin in universities from 
September 1 and from August 1 for those already enrolled 

� The pending university exams are to be conducted in July. 
 

 
 

� The admissions for the 2020-21 session will be conducted between August 1-31 
� It has also been recommended that universities may adopt alternative and 

simplified modes and methods of examinations to complete the process in a 
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shorter period of time like reducing the time from 3 hours to 2 hours as well as 
offering flexibility of both online and offline exams. 

� As per the guidelines, if normalcy fails to return, grading of students could be 
composite of 50% marks on the basis of internal evaluation and 50% marks on 
the basis of performance in previous semester (if available). 

� In case of unavailability of previous semester marks, 100% evaluation may be 
done on the basis of internal assessment 

� In such a situation, students may be allowed to improve their grades in special 
exams during next semester. 

� The guidelines were based on the recommendations of two expert committees, 
including a panel headed by Central University of Haryana Vice Chancellor, R.C. 
Kuhad. 

� In view of the uncertain situation, higher educational institutions have been given 
the freedom to implement these guidelines by making alterations, additions or 
modifications to deal with any particular situations in the best interest of students, 
the institution and the entire education system. 

� The new guidelines also includes –  
� a six-day week pattern to be followed by universities,  
� development of virtual classroom and video conferencing facilities, 
� preparation of e-content/elab experiments and upload on their websites and  
� training of faculty in information and communications technology (ICT) for 

use of online teaching tools so that they complete about 25% of the syllabus 
through online teaching. 

� For the remaining 2019-20 academic year, the teaching would continue through 
distance learning and online tools like video-conferencing, social media, emails 
etc till May 31.  

� Activities like project work, internship reports, e-labs, completion of syllabus, 
internal assessment, assignment and placement drive will be conducted from 
June 1-15. 

� The examinations will be conducted between July 1-31and results will be declared 
on July 31 (for terminal exams) and August 14 (for intermediate papers). 

� UGC has also granted extension of six months to students of MPhil and PhD. 
� Meanwhile, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has announced that 

the pending examinations for Class X and Class XII would be conducted post 
lockdown. 

 
� India - continues to be on the ‘Priority Watch List’ of the United States Trade 

Representative (USTR) for lack of adequate intellectual property (IP) rights 
protection and enforcement 

� This was announced by the USTR in its Annual Special 301 Report, released on 
April 29. 

� The same assessment was made in the 2019 report. 
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� As per the report, India remained one of the most challenging economies for IP 
enforcement and protection, using the same language it has used previously.  

� Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine and 
Venezuela are also on the Priority Watch List. 

 
� The 13th edition of Aero India - will be held from February 3 to 7, 2021.  
� This was announced at the event site of the Ministry of Defence 
� The venue remains unchanged again — Air Force Station, Yelahanka 
� Aero India is an international military and civil air show, organised by the Defence 

Ministry 
� It is conducted once in two years. 

 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 

� On April 29, the Supreme Court - ruled that single window ‘National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test’ (NEET) will be mandatory for admissions to 
medical and dental courses, offered by private unaided minority medical 
and dental colleges. 

� The apex court held that national interest should be above a religious and 
linguistic minority community’s right to administer educational institutions 

� A bench of Justices Arun Mishra, Vineet Saran and M R Shah noted that there is 
no violation of the rights of unaided/aided minority to administer institutions by 
prescribing of uniform examination of NEET for admissions in the graduate and 
postgraduate professional courses of medical as well as dental science 

� The bench observed NEET as a standardisation of admission process devised in 
national interest, considering the malpractices of granting illegal admission by 
virtually selling the seats affecting the rights of meritorious students 

� Earlier, in 2013, an SC bench headed by Justice Altmas Kabir had struck down 
NEET through a controversial judgement.  

� Three years later, SC had allowed review petitions to revive NEET.  
� But, it was not decided then whether the tests could apply to unaided private 

medical and dental colleges set up by religious and linguistic minority 
communities 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

� On April 29, the US - passed the grim milestone of losing more people to 
coronavirus in three months than soldiers it lost in nearly two decades of 
the Vietnam War, with the death toll from the pandemic crossing 59,000 on 
the day. 

� Approximately 58,220 US troops were killed during the Vietnam War. 
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� Globally, more than 3.16 million people were affected by the deadly virus, which 
has claimed nearly 2.25 lakh lives till now.  

� Meanwhile, the number of lives lost in Britain due to the pandemic has overtaken 
Spain and France  

� As on date, Britain stands third in the grim list of casualties after US and Italy.  
 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 

� The 11th session of Petersberg Climate Dialogue – was held on April 28, 
2020, through the video conference.  

� The dialogue witnessed the participation of 30 countries, including India  
 

 
 

� The dialogue was conducted to discuss the methods of managing the societies 
and economies after COVID-19 pandemic. 

� Representing the country, the Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Prakash Javadekar attended the Dialogue and talked about the 
importance of climate technology to be made available at an affordable cost. 

� The event was hosted by Germany, and co-hosted by the United Kingdom (UK). 
� The United Nations Secretary-General Antoni Guterres, in his remarks, proposed 

six climate-related actions for climate-resilient growth. 
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� The Secretary-General asked countries to come up with strategies to reach net-
zero emissions by 2050 

� He also mentioned the common framework for action - 2030 agenda for 
sustainable development and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 

� Maharashtra Medical education department and scientists from the Haffkine 
Research Institute - are planning to conduct a multi-centre clinical trial to 
test the efficiency of tuberculosis vaccine BCG (Bacillus Calmette-Guerin) 
to treat Covid-19.  

� The 121-year-old institute’s trial is targeting patients who are moderately ill with 
Covid-19 and is likely to be carried out in small batches.  

� It will be conducted at state-run medical colleges and has already been approved 
by the state and the institutional ethics committees. 

� The trial is awaiting the Drug Control General of India’s (DCGI) nod to commence 
� The BCG vaccine is widely given to infants and neonates to prevent tuberculous 

meningitis. 
� Globally, several countries, including Germany, China, US and UK are conducting 

trial in several stages to develop vaccine for the Covid-19  
� The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is also undertaking various trials 

to assist the global efforts in developing a vaccine to prevent the pandemic.  
 

PLASMA THERAPY – A REPORT 

� In India, Plasma therapy trials - have already started in some states, like 
Maharashtra, UP and Madhya Pradesh, on a very small scale involving only 
one or a couple of patients 

� Other states and UTs are either awaiting approval from the ICMR or have got 
approval but have not yet started administering plasma from infected patients who 
have since recovered. 

� In Maharashtra, just one patient has been on plasma treatment since this week 
� Plasma therapy is the transfusion of antibody-rich blood plasma from recovered 

Covid-19 patients into those who are ill with the infection. 
� In Madhya Pradesh, private hospitals are running the plasma therapy clinical 

trials. 
� Punjab had recently allowed a private hospital to conduct plasma therapy 
� Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have received permission for plasma 

therapy trials but have not yet begun.  
� Karnataka has collected plasma from two recovered Covid patients but this has 

not yet been administered as none of the seven patients in ICUs across the state 
are eligible under the therapy protocol 
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� The therapy protocol specifies two prerequisites - the patient should be on 
ventilator support and low oxygen saturation  
 

WHAT IS HERD IMMUNITY? – A REPORT 

� The term ‘Herd immunity’ - was widely in news in late-March when British 
PM Boris Johnson fell sick with the coronavirus.  

� The UK was among a handful of countries considering ‘herd immunity’ as a 
strategy against the Covid-19, at the time.  

� As per the concept, the plan was to let enough people fall sick and become 
immune so that the virus would not be able to find new hosts. 

� The term ‘herd’ refers to the entire community, thereby indicating that when the 
entire community gets affected, they become ‘immune’ to the disease 

� But now, Sweden claims its capital, Stockholm, could have herd immunity in a few 
weeks.  

� It means people in Stockholm could mingle freely with only a small risk of 
infection. 
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