
 

1 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 

 

 

TAMIL NADU 
 On May 27, Tamil Nadu‟s Covid-19 tally - breached the 18,000-mark after 

reporting 817 new cases, which is the state‟s biggest spike on a single day. 
 The total number of Covid-19 cases in the state now stands at 18,545 
 The death toll increased to 133 with six more fatalities reported on the day.  

 

 
 

 The number of persons discharged after treatment rose to 9,909 
 The total number of active cases in isolation at home or under institutional care 

was 8,500. 
 A total of 567 persons were discharged from various hospitals on the day.  
 Chennai added another 558 cases on the day, taking its total tally to 12,203.  
 The capital city also accounted for 95 of the 133 deaths, reported so far.  
 A total of 5,800 persons were discharged after treatment in the city 
 There were 40 new cases in Tiruvallur, 31 in Chengalpattu, 14 in Kancheepuram, 

13 in Tiruvannamalai, five in Tiruvarur, four in Ariyalur, three in Tiruchi, two each 
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in Cuddalore, Thoothukudi, and one each in Kallakurichi, Madurai, Nagapattinam, 
Ramanathapuram, Thanjavur and Tirupattur.  

 Out of the 817 cases reported, 138 people came from Maharashtra and one 
person from Kerala.  

 Of the six deaths reported, the youngest was a 39-year- old man with 
comorbidities while the oldest was a 79-year-old man  

 
 

 
 

 A total of 131 passengers returned from other countries reported positive till May 
27  

 Another 67 train passengers were kept under railway quarantine after testing 
positive. 

 Till now, a total of 1,122 children aged 0 to 12 have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 On the elder side, a total of 1,627 persons aged above 60 have tested positive till 

date. 
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 Two more testing facilities have been approved for COVID-19 testing — the 
Government Headquarters Hospital, Dindigul, and Krsnaa Diagnostics Private 
Limited, Coimbatore.  

 With this, there are a total of 42 government labs and 28 private labs in the State 
 The state tested 10,661 people in the last 24 hours taking the total number to 4.23 

lakh.  
 
 The Government – will start distributing tokens for the free supply of ration 

items for family cardholders in the state, for the month of June, at their 
doorsteps between May 29 and 31. 

 This was announced by the state Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami in an 
official release 

 According to the CM‟s release, the tokens would bear the specific date and time 
when consumers could go to ration shops and get their supplies, from June 1.  

 The consumers were urged to follow physical distancing norms and wear face 
masks while getting their supplies. 

 All ration cardholders in Tamil Nadu will be given essential items of 1 kg of rice, 1 
kg of toor dal and 1 litre of edible oil „free-of-cost‟ for the month of June.  

 The rice cardholders will get additional supplies, besides the regular rations 
 Earlier, the Government had provided a cash assistance of ₹1,000 and essentials 

such as rice, sugar and edible oil to the 2.01 crore rice cardholders on a free-of-
cost basis in April. 

 Over 98% of ration cardholders received the cash assistance of ₹1,000 and over 
96% cardholders received essentials in April. 

 Since the lockdown continued in May, besides the supplies granted in April, 1 kg 
of toor dal and 1 kg of edible oil was also given additionally to the cardholders.  

 So far, 1.84 crore cardholders have received supplies.  
 Moreover, the Government has also instructed to give an additional 5 kg of rice 

per person, for ration card holders, between April and June. 
 
 On May 27, the Tamil Nadu government - signed Memorandums of 

Understanding (MoUs) with 17 foreign companies to bring a combined 
investment of ₹15,128 crore into the state. 

 The companies are based in Germany, Finland, Taiwan, France, Korea, Japan, 
China, US, Australia, UK and the Netherlands. 

 Once operational, these investments, consisting of both new and expansion 
projects, will generate jobs for 47,150 people in the state. 

 The 17 companies with which MoUs have been signed are - Daimler India 
Commercial Vehicles, Polymatech Electronics, Salcomp, Chung Jye Company Ltd 
& Aston Shoes Pvt Ltd, Lai Investment Manager Pvt Ltd, Mando Automotive India 
Pvt Ltd, Dinex, Chennai Power Generation Ltd, IGL India Transplantation 
Solutions Pvt Ltd, Vivid Solaire Energy Pvt Ltd, HDCI Data Centre Holdings 
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Chennai LLP, ST Tele Media, Baettr, BYD India Pvt Ltd, TJR Precision 
Technology Company Ltd, Pillar Industries India Pvt Ltd and Lincoln Electric. 

 

 
 

 The proposed investments are spread across various sectors, including mobile 
components, LNG, auto components, electronics, semiconductor chips, electric 
vehicles, footwear and wind energy, apart from large proposals for data centre 
and R&D units 

 Due to the restrictions imposed in the lockdown, eight investors took part in a 
video conference, while the rest were present in person for the signing ceremony 

 The event was held in the presence of chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami at 
the Secretariat. 

 Among the investments, Chennai is set to attract significant investments in 
establishing data centres 
 HDCI Data Centre Holdings LLP, USA, is planning to invest ₹2,800 crore 

and ST Tele Media, Singapore, investing another ₹1,500 crore to set up 
data centres in Chennai 

 Regarding the expansion of existing projects, Daimler India Commercial 
Vehicles and Finland‟s Salcomp will be investing ₹2,277 crore and ₹1,300 
crore respectively at their units at Oragadam and Nokia Telecom SEZ. 

 Another Rs 350 crore MoU was signed by a joint venture between Taiwan-
based Chung Jye Company Limited and Aston Shoes for setting up a 
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footwear manufacturing unit, which will provide employment to around 
25,000 people. 

 After the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic, the state government had constituted a 
special task force for investment promotion, led by the chief secretary, to attract 
investments into the state 

 It has also set up a committee led by former RBI governor C Rangarajan to 
suggest measures to revive the economy.  

 The government has also announced incentives to boost manufacture of medical 
equipment and supplies relating to Covid-19 in the MSME sector. 

 The state has already granted Rs 102 crore as working capital loans for 799 
MSMEs 

 
 The Teachers Recruitment Board (TRB) - has banned 199 candidates for life 

for involving in a scam in polytechnic lecturer recruitment exams. 
 The candidates were accused of paying money to middlemen to fudge marks in 

the recruitment test conducted in 2017. 
 As per an internal inquiry conducted by the board, the scores of 200 candidates 

were raised by 50 to 100 marks to make them qualify for certificate verification, 
which was the next round process in the recruitment.  

 The board subsequently filed a criminal case in which more than 20 people were 
arrested 

 Following a detailed inquiry, the board then cancelled the 2017 recruitment test 
and announced to conduct a retest in May, before the onset of Covid-19 outbreak.  

 Recently, TNPSC banned 99 candidates for life for involving in malpractices in 
Group IV exams. 

 
 After a month‟s gap, Krishna water from Andhra Pradesh – has reached 

Chennai to meet the capital city‟s drinking water needs. 
 

 
 

 The water has been released into the 152-km-long Kandaleru-Poondi canal on 
May 25 and has reached Kalahasti in Andhra Pradesh.  
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 After passing 60 km, it is expected to reach the inter-State border at Uthukottai in 
Tiruvallur on May 28. 

 Meanwhile, the authorities from Andhra Pradesh assured the release of 0.5 
thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) of water to the city from the Krishna.  

 On May 27, nearly 1,200 cusecs (cubic feet per second) were discharged from 
Kandaleru reservoir. 

 Of the 8 tmcft assured by the Andhra Pradesh government, Chennai has so far 
received 7.55 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) starting from September-end. 

 This was set to help improve the storage level in city‟s reservoirs.  
 The received water would be stored in Poondi reservoir and distributed to 

Chennai from there.  
 The discharge from Kandaleru reservoir was discontinued in mid-April in order to 

discourage irrigation 
 The Metrowater recently increased drinking water supply to 700 million litres a day 

to ensure piped water supply to an additional 1,000 streets in the capital city. 

STATES 
 On May 27, the Karnataka government - said it would soon launch a „State 

Health Register‟ project to maintain the health database of all its citizens  
 It is a first-of-its-kind initiative in the entire country 
 The register will serve as a robust and standardized health repository of all the 

citizens in the state 
 This project will be implemented first in Chikkaballapur district of the state. 
 It will have 50% partnership of private hospitals. 
 The government would undertake a survey of all 6.5 crore people in the state  
 For the purpose, it will use a team of PHC officials, revenue officials, education 

department staff and ASHA karyakartas 
 The officials will visit each and every household to collect the health data of all 

members of the family. 
 
 The Karnataka government – is planning to open up malls, hotels, 

restaurants and cinema halls after May 31, when Lockdown 4.0 ends, in 
case the centre approves the same. 

 Except the malls, big standalone stores, such as Lifestyle and Shoppers Stop, 
have already reopened in Bengaluru, signalling the resumption of local commerce 
and business.  

 On Bengaluru‟s high street, Brigade Road, nearly 60% of outlets, including Levi‟s 
and One-Plus, have also restarted operations. 

 Hotels and restaurants have started preparations to resume business from next 
week in anticipation of getting permission 

 Also, the state is planning to open thousands of places of worship in Karnataka on 
June 1, subject to the approval of the Centre.  
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 Chief Minister Yediyurappa said that besides temples, mosques and churches will 
also open.  

 Earlier, on May 26, the government had said that all temples, including the 34,000 
managed by the muzrai department, would open after Lockdown 4.0. 

 
 The UP government – is planning to sign MoUs with Indian Industries 

Association and National Real Estate Development Council for employment 
of 7.5 lakh people annually to provide jobs to lakhs of returning guest 
workers. 

 The two organisations will reach out to industries and builders to collect 
information about labour demand 

 They would also collect the details of the workers‟ experience and skill sets 
 The details will be shared with the government which will connect workers listed in 

its database with industries that have manpower requirements. 
 
 On May 27, Madhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan - rolled 

out a massive exercise to create a database on migrant labourers who have 
returned back to the state during the lockdown period 

 The database would be used by the government to reemploy them in the state 
and help them wherever they go in search of work. 

 Some 6.5 lakh migrants have returned to Madhya Pradesh during the Covid-19 
lockdown, after losing their jobs with the former employers 

 On May 27, the migrant survey started at the panchayat level.  
 With this „skill register‟, the MP government proposes to develop a two-way portal 

 One half of the portal will provide information about the workers and also 
deal with prospective employers who could give them jobs 

 The other half of the portal will bring skilled workers and employers together 
and bridge them with „Rozgar Setu‟ (employment bridge) scheme 

 Rozgar Setu scheme aims to provide jobs to skilled workers.  
 Shram Siddhi Abhiyan has been launched to provide work to unskilled labourers 
 The Government is expected that around 10-13 lakh workers will return to MP 

because of reverse migration due to the Coronavirus crisis. 
 The State CM asked officials to work out a short-term plan to provide immediate 

work to skilled migrant workers 
 The portal will have related information on each migrant worker‟s educational 

qualification, skill, employment history, last pay, expected monthly salary and the 
sector in which the labourer is willing to work. 

 
 On May 27, Goa - again changed the standard operating procedure (SOP) for 

people entering the state, after a cabinet meeting 
 Now, it has removed the option of 14 days of home quarantine 
 As per the new SOP, all entrants will have to submit a Covid-19 certificate from an 

ICMR-approved lab issued 48 hours prior to arrival or pay ₹2,000 and get tested. 
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 Chief Minister Pramod Sawant said the altered SOP will be valid till June 3.  
 Passengers who enter the state will be tested and sent home, where they will 

have to self-quarantine themselves from their family till their result is out 
 As per the flight and other bookings, it was estimated that 4,000 people would 

enter Goa every day. 
 Goa Chief Minister also mentioned that it is the only state that has conducted 

13,000 COVID-19 tests on all the people who have entered the borders 
 

NATIONAL 
 India - crossed the grim milestone of 1.5 lakh Covid-19 cases on May 27 

after reporting 6,366 fresh cases, taking the country‟s total case count to 
1,54,141.  

 While it took 109 days to breach the mark of one lakh cases, it took just nine days 
to cross the level of the next 50,000 cases, indicating a huge spurt in fresh cases. 

 The country had reported 185 deaths on the day, taking the total death toll to 
4,525. 

 

 
 

 Maharashtra continues to contribute a major chunk of these cases, accounting for 
nearly 37% of the country‟s caseload. 

 It has provided 2,190 fresh patients on the day, taking the total tally to 56,948 
cases 
 With 105 fresh casualties, Maharashtra also became the first state in India 

to register triple-digit deaths in a single day, taking the state‟s cumulative toll 
to 1,897  

 India‟s total death of 185 on the day is the second highest after the record 199 
deaths which were registered on May 5. 

 Mumbai recorded 32 deaths on the day and Maharashtra has recorded 202 
deaths in just the last two days 

 In another positive development, 67,597 or nearly 44% of the patients have 
recovered from the virus across the country. 
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 After Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu reported the highest caseload, 817, while both 
Delhi and Gujarat crossed the 15,000-mark on the day.  

 The Covid-19 crisis in Delhi turned more serious on the day after recording 792 
new cases in a single day — the highest so far.  
 More than a dozen staff of AIIMS has also tested positive, on a disturbing 

sign. 
 With this, the state‟s total tally has crossed the 15000-mark to reach 15,257. 
 The previous highest surge in fresh cases in Delhi, 660, happened on May 

22.  
 The city also reported 15 more Covid-19 deaths, taking the total death toll to 

303 
 Meanwhile, Gujarat reported another 376 fresh patients, taking its cumulative 

cases to 15205. 
 After Maharashtra, Gujarat recorded maximum deaths, 23, taking the state‟s 

toll to 938.  
 Ahmedabad district alone accounts for 764 of these deaths, indicating the 

serious trend in the city. 
 Telangana recorded six deaths and 107 cases on the day, the highest in a day, 

taking its total case tally to 2,098. 
 One death and 134 fresh cases were reported in Andhra Pradesh. 
 Meanwhile, the coronavirus cases continued to go up in Kerala with 40 more 

testing positive. 
 

 
 

 Among new cases, nine had come from abroad while 28 were non-resident 
Keralites (NoRKs). 

 Of the 1,003 COVID-19 cases reported by the State so far, 542 had recovered. 
 In Karnataka, three more persons died, raising the total fatalities to 47.  
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 The State recorded 135 new COVID-19 cases on the day, and the total 
stood at 2,418. 

 The Country‟s recovery rate stands at 42.4%, with a fatality rate of 2.86%, as 
against the world average of 6.36% 

 On May 27, the health ministry issued an advisory allowing reuse of goggles after 
proper disinfection 
 However, the equipment will have to conform to prescribed Bureau of Indian 

Standards (BIS) specifications. 
 After use of PPE kit, all its components are discarded safely as bio-medical 

waste 
 The goggles are a crucial component of Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) kits and are useful for eye protection 
 
 The Centre - is planning to redefine “migrant workers” and plans to register 

them to enable access to social security and health benefits under the 
Employees‟ State Insurance Corporation. 

 The new measures are proposed under an updated „Code on Social Security‟ 
which the labour ministry will introduce in the Union Cabinet.  

 The Centre is planning to enact a law on this by the end of the year. 
 The move follows large-scale migration of lakhs of workers - both in the informal 

and formal economy sectors - during the lockdown 
 

 
 

 At present, the outdated Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act, 1979 applies to 
establishments with five or more inter-state guest workers and to contractors 
involved in their hiring 

 The proposed legal framework will be applicable to individual guest workers who 
earn up to a specified amount 
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 It also includes even domestic helps in its framework. 
 These workers will enjoy benefit of portability across the country and be entitled to 

be given the fare to go home once every year 
 A key element of the plan is to allot an Unorganised Worker Identification Number 

(U-WIN) to unorganised sector workers 
 This practice was earlier prescribed through a law in 2008 but has not made 

much progress.  
 The Centre is now looking to make the framework attractive for workers 

registration by introducing social security benefits, such as pension and 
healthcare, while also asking them to specify if they are migrants. 

 Through this exercise, the Centre plans to create an Aadhaar-linked national 
database, which can be accessed by the Centre and states for welfare schemes. 

 
 The UGC – has asked the universities and colleges to immediately set up 

grievance cells, latest by May 30, 2020 
 The cell shall address various issues faced by students due to the disruption of 

academic activities during Covid-19 pandemic. 
 The University Grants Commission wrote to the heads of the institutions, 

reiterating its April guidelines on examination and academic calendar on May 26. 
 The grievances may also pertain to academics, examinations, admissions, fee, 

salary of faculty, etc. 
 The students have represented several grievances to UGC regarding completion 

of syllabi, technical glitches during online classes, conduct of face to face classes, 
infrastructural constraints, examinations, issues related to back papers, admission 
processes, collection of compulsory non-refundable deposits, etc 

 The UGC wanted to widely publicise the measures taken by the university/ state 
government, so that there is no communication gap between the students and 
higher education institutions/ governments 

 
 The centre - has asked state governments to hold talks with private 

laboratories to reduce the price of the COVID-19 test. 
 Earlier, the government has fixed an upper ceiling of ₹4,500 for the reverse 

transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) test for the detection of Covid-
19  

 In this regard, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) Director General 
Balram Bhargava has written to all the States and the Union Territories to 
negotiate with the approved private laboratories and introduce cheaper price on a 
„mutually‟ acceptable basis 

 The decision was taken following the availability of indigenous testing kits and 
supplies in local markets. 
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HIGH COURT VERDICT 
 On May 27, the Madras high court - declared former Tamil Nadu CM 

Jayalalithaa‟s niece J Deepa and nephew J Deepak as “class-II legal heirs” 
entitled to inherit all her assets.  

 

 
 

 The division bench of Justices N Kirubakaran and Abdul Quddhose suggested to 
the state government not to waste public money on converting her Poes Garden 
residence into a memorial 

 Instead, it said that partly it can be converted as a memorial and the rest could be 
made use of as the CM‟s official residence  

 Since the bungalow, spread over 10 grounds in the posh locality, was reported to 
be worth over ₹100 crore, the judges felt it to be a waste of public money. 

 Recently the State government promulgated an ordinance to take over the 
bungalow temporarily. 

 The High Court cautioned that if the former CM‟s residence was converted into a 
memorial, every other party that would come to power in the State might use 
public money to convert the residences of their leaders into memorials. 

 The bench specified that Jayalalithaa‟s legal heirs should be consulted by the 
government with adequate notice before acquiring the property.  

 It also directed the state to provide round-the-clock security to Deepa and Deepak 
at their cost. 

 For this, the court asked the duo to liquidate any of the properties of Jayalalithaa 
that they have inherited and put the proceeds in a fixed deposit with a nationalised 
bank to pay for the expenses incurred on security provided by the state. 

 The court also directed Deepa and Deepak to allot a few properties left behind by 
their aunt according to their discretion and create a registered public trust in the 
name of Jayalalithaa for charity.  

 They are required to report the status of the public trust to the court within eight 
weeks. 

 J Jayalalitha, the former AIADMK supremo, who faced a disproportionate assets 
case, passed away on December 5, 2016. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
 France, Italy and Belgium – stopped using the hydroxychloroquine drug to 

treat patients suffering from Covid-19, amid questions about the safety of 
the antimalaria drug. 

 Earlier, in March, France allowed the use of HCQ in specific situations for hospital 
treatment of Covid-19. 

 HCQ is used to treat lupus and rheumatoid arthritis, apart from treating Malaria 
 

 
 

 Belgium‟s medicine agency said the drug can only be used for the ongoing clinical 
registered trials to evaluate the drug, considering the potential risks associated 
with its usage. 

 The moves by three of the countries hardest hit by coronavirus infections and 
deaths follow a WHO decision on May 25 to stop a large trial of HCQ due to 
safety concerns. 

 Earlier, the medical journal Lancet has reported patients administered HCQ had 
increased death rates and irregular heartbeats. 

 US regulators have also advised against taking the drug because of health risks, 
but President Trump is said to have still taking the drug  

 According to WHO, a panel would be set up by mid-June to evaluate the drug‟s 
use in its multi-country trial.  

 Meanwhile, South Korea reported 40 new cases on the day, its biggest daily jump 
in nearly 50 days. 

 Also, the country reported its first two cases of a rare, life-threatening syndrome in 
children linked with the new coronavirus.  
 The symptoms of “Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome in Children” are 

similar to toxic shock and Kawasaki disease.  
 Similar cases have been reported in France, Italy, Spain and Britain and the 

US. 
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 In another development, the European Union (EU)‟s executive unveiled a €750 
billion plan to support battered economies due to the coronavirus crisis 
 Under the proposal, the European Commission would borrow the funds from 

the market and then disburse two-thirds in grants and the rest in loans 
 As per the initial plan, much of the money will go to Italy and Spain, the two 

EU nations worst affected by the pandemic. 
 The plan has to be approved by all 27 member states and the European 

Parliament. 
 The recovery fund package comes in addition to the EU‟s long-term budget 

for 2021-27, which the Commission proposed should be set at €1.100 trillion 
($1.21 trillion).  

 

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 On May 27, U.S. President Donald Trump - said that he had offered to help 

India and China resolve their tensions at the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 
 Indian and Chinese troops have faced off at atleast four points along the LAC, 

including Pangong Tso (lake), Demchok and Galwan Valley in Ladakh and Naku 
La in Sikkim 

 In these areas, Chinese soldiers are reported to have occupied vast lands 
patrolled by Indian troops, constructing tents and building trenches. 

 This is the first time an American official has offered to be the third party between 
India and China publicly. 

 Earlier, the U.S. has offered to mediate between India and Pakistan on multiple 
occasions in the past 

 Trump‟s comments were also surprising as the Centre has not said that the 
situation at the LAC was serious in any way so far  

 The Indian government has already stressed that “established mechanisms” were 
being applied to resolve the issue. 

 Trump‟s offer comes at a time when the U.S. and China themselves have 
tensions between them on several fronts, including trade relations and 
transparency regarding the origin of Covid-19.  
 And just recently, U.S. said it could impose sanctions on both Beijing and 

Hong Kong, if China were to go ahead and impose a national security law 
on Hong Kong. 

 Neither the Ministry of External Affairs nor China‟s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
responded to Trump‟s statement.  

 India has, in the past, rejected all offers of third party mediation on any bilateral 
issues. 

 Earlier on May 27, China said both sides would resolve the standoff bilaterally. 
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CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 The biannual Army Commanders Conference (ACC) - began on May 27 
 The conference will have discussions led by the Army chief and the seven 

commanders 
 It will have a specific session devoted to each command over the next three days. 
 The continuing tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) are likely to top the 

agenda with more than 5000 troops deployed at multiple points from Daulat Beg 
Oldie to other areas in Ladakh. 

 The sessions by the Northern and Eastern Commands would be of particular 
interest as they cover the border with China.  

 The situation along the Line of Actual Control in Pakistan and the counter-terrorist 
operations in Kashmir can also be expected to be discussed at the conference 

 The ACC was originally scheduled for April, but was postponed owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

 It will now be organised in two phases- first will be from May 27 to May 29 and the 
second one will be in the last week of June 2020. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) - has signed an 

agreement with Reliance to develop a new RT-LAMP COVID-19 diagnostic 
kit.  

 This was announced by CSIR Director-General Dr Shekhar Mande on May 27, 
2020.  

 The COVID-19 RT-LAMP is an expansion for „Reverse Transcriptase-Loop 
Mediated Isothermal Amplification test‟ 

 It is a nucleic acid-based test, which will be carried out using nasal or throat swab 
samples from the patients.  

 The new diagnostic kit will be cheap and will provide a quick result.  
 It is expected to cost just Rs 200 and the results will be generated in less than an 

hour.  
 The test has been successfully demonstrated using synthetic templates. 

 

DEFENCE 
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) - formally inducted into service the first Light 

Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk-1 in Final Operational Clearance (FOC) 
standard on May 27  

 It had operationalised its second LCA squadron No. 18 „Flying Bullets‟ at Air Force 
Station Sulur, near Coimbatore. 
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 Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal (ACM) R.K.S. Bhadauria received the first 
FOC standard LCA from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in an event held at 
the Sulur station. 

 

 
 

 Before the ceremony, ACM Bhadauria flew a sortie on an IOC aircraft from the 
No. 45 squadron „Flying Daggers‟. 

 Four more FOC aircraft are in advanced stages of production and testing and are 
expected to join the squadron soon 

 Apart from all the capabilities of the Initial Operational Clearance (IOC) aircraft, 
the FOC variant comes with additional features such as air-to-air refuelling 
capability, close combat gun, additional drop tanks, Beyond Visual Range (BVR) 
missile capability, updated avionics and flight control software suite 

 The FOC certificate for the LCA was handed over during „Aero India‟ at Bengaluru 
in February last year. 

 The handover and induction of the LCA in FOC standard got delayed due to 
COVID-19 and the lockdown restrictions. 

 The first LCA squadron with IOC standard aircraft was operationalised in July 
2016.  

 Till now, the IAF has placed orders for 20 IOC standard aircraft and 20 FOC 
standard aircraft including eight twin seater trainers.  

 The trainer variant of LCA has not been handed over to the IAF yet. 
 The No. 18 Squadron was originally formed on April 15, 1965 and got number 

plated on April 15, 2016 
 It was flying the Mig-27 aircraft then, which were now retired.  
 The Squadron was resurrected on April 01 this year at Sulur.  
 The No. 18 squadron participated in active combat during 1971 war 
 Flying Officer Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon was posthumously awarded the 

highest gallantry award „Param Vir Chakra‟ for his heroic efforts during the 
war. 
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 Meanwhile, HAL is setting up a second assembly line in collaboration with the 
private industry to increase the production rate of the LCA from current eight to 16 
to meet delivery timelines. 

AWARDS 
 Quarraisha Abdool Karim, a South African HIV researcher - has been 

awarded one of France‟s top science prize, Christophe Merieux Prize 
 Quarraisha discovered a topical gel, which could stop many women catching the 

virus 
 

 
 

 She won the half a million-euro award for her work for the Durban-based Centre 
for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa 

 

SPORTS 
 The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president Narinder Batra - has been 

appointed as a member of the Olympic Channel Commission.  
 

 
 

 Batra became an IOC member in June last year 
 
 The Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF) - has nominated former World 

champion S. Mirabai Chanu for the Arjuna Award. 
 Mirabai is one of the rare athletes who bagged the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 

Award in 2018 even before getting the Arjuna Award. 
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 She won the World title in 2017 and CWG gold in 2018 
 Mirabai also claimed gold medals in three Olympic qualifying events — EGAT 

Cup, Commonwealth championships and Qatar Cup — last year. 
 
 Olympic-bound athletes – resumed training at the National Institute of 

Sports, Patiala and the Centre of Excellence, Bengaluru from May 27, after 
getting the due approval  

 While Patiala hosts athletes and weightlifters, Bengaluru has the men's and 
women‟s hockey teams and a few athletes. 

 However, only elite athletes - who have either already qualified for the Olympics 
or part of the national camp and on the verge of qualifying - would begin in the 
initial stage  

 Equipments would be self-sanitised by athletes after use, maintain social 
distancing and follow the staggered schedule provided for training. 

 The Sports Authority of India cleared sporting activities for elite athletes, subject to 
ministry, SAI and NSF Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
 World Hunger Day – May 28 

 

 
 
 The World Hunger Day is an initiative of the Hunger Project. 
 Globally, 820 million people are affected with inadequate food security.  
 According to the UN, around 2 billion are to come under poverty and face hunger 

by 2050 
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 In order to eliminate hunger, the Sustainable Development Goal of “Zero Hunger” 
was included 

 In India, still 69% of deaths of children under 5 happens due to malnutrition 
 India is currently ranked at 102nd position in Global Hunger Index. 
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