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TAMIL NADU 
 On May 14, Tamil Nadu - recorded 447 Covid-19 cases, its lowest count in 

the last 10 days and less than 500 cases reported for the first time since 
May 4 

 Overall, there are 9,674 cases in the state now, 82 more than in Gujarat.  
 This brings the state at the second place in the national list, behind only 

Maharashtra 
 On the day, two more people - a 43-year-old man and a 45-year-old woman - 

admitted to the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital with co-morbidities 
succumbed to the infection, taking the state‘s Covid-19 tally to 66. 

 While Chennai reported 363 cases,  there were 15 cases in Tiruvallur, nine in 
Chengalpattu, eight cases each in Kancheepuram and Tiruvannamalai, five in 
Kanniyakumari, four in Perambalur, three in Tirunelveli, two in Madurai and one 
each in Dindigul, Karur, Ramanathapuram, Tenkasi, Theni and Thoothukudi. 

 

 
 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – May 15, 2020 
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 Of the 447 (253 male and 194 female) new patients, 22 persons, who had 
returned from Maharashtra, tested positive for the infection in five districts. 

 According to State Health Minister C. Vijayabaskar, the State‘s mortality rate was 
among the lowest in the country, standing at 0.68%. 

 On May 14, a total of 11,773 people were tested for the infection, nearly 900 less 
than the earlier day‘s testing count.  

 As on date, the positivity rate in the state, which is the number of fresh cases over 
the number of people tested on the day, has dropped to 3.8% from 4.02%.  

 The total number of active cases, including those in isolation at different hospitals 
and other centres, stood at 7,365. 

 Till now, the state has tested 2,91,432 samples for the infection. 
 The state added two more labs - Bioline Laboratory, Coimbatore, and Premier 

Health Centre, Chennai – for testing.  
 With this, Tamil Nadu has 58 authorised Covid-19 testing labs, including 38 

in the government sector alone providing free-of-cost testing. 
 At least 64 persons were discharged across the state, taking the total recovered in 

the state to 2,240. 
 
 On May 14, the Tamil Nadu government - issued revised guidelines for 

testing and quarantining people coming into the State from other places. 
 For persons who travel within the State, testing will be done only for those with 

symptoms and all those travelling will have to undergo home quarantine for 14 
days. 

 Regarding the Persons who arrive from other States/Union Territories, they must 
undergo tests.  
 If they test positive, they need to be taken to a hospital. 

 In case of persons coming from hotspots — Delhi, Gujarat, Maharashtra — even if 
the test is negative, they need to be put up in institutional quarantine for seven 
days.  
 After seven days, if they display no symptoms, they can be in home 

quarantine or continue in government quarantine, as per their decision. 
 Persons travelling from other States (non-hotspot States) who test negative may 

opt for either home quarantine or institutional quarantine for 14 days.  
 The passengers coming from other countries, if they test positive, need to be 

taken to a hospital. 
 The government has exempted certain categories from institutional quarantine 

after initial testing, with an undertaking that if the test result is positive, they will 
immediately admit themselves to a hospital.  
 These are terminally ill persons and individuals requiring immediate medical 

attention in a hospital, persons who are due to attend a funeral and rituals 
associated with death of an immediate family member, pregnant women and 
persons over 75 years of age and requiring assistance. 
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 People entering the State or leaving must apply for passes on 
www.nonresidenttamil.org and tnepass.tnega.org. 

 
 On May 14, Chennai Police commissioner A K Viswanathan - extended the 

prohibitory orders for 15 days under Section 144 of CrPC in the capital city 
 The commissioner exercised his executive magistrate powers and ordered 

promulgatory regulations under Section 41 of the Tamil Nadu City Police Act, 
1888.  

 As per the provisions, there shall not be any processions, demonstrations, fasts, 
human chain, meetings, assemblies within the greater Chennai police jurisdiction 
from May 13 to May 28, inclusive of both days. 

 
 The school education department - has formed a 12-member expert panel to 

suggest ways to compensate the loss of time for schools due to the Covid-
19 outbreak.  

 The committee will be headed by commissioner of school education, Sigy Thomas 
Vaidyan 

 In the academic year 2019-20, more than 30 working days have been lost, and 
several weeks may be lost in the next academic year if the situation doesn‘t 
improve.  

 The committee will identify the gaps in teaching and learning processes.  
 It is expected to concentrate its work towards an action plan by integrating 

technology and other online facilities for the teaching-learning process, to ensure 
uninterrupted and quality education for school children 

 The committee includes directors of school education, elementary education, 
examination, matric schools and representatives of Kalvi TV, parent-teacher 
association, Unicef, TNeGA and an expert from IIT-Madras.  

 The committee was asked to submit its report within 15 days. 
 
 Madurai Medical College attached to Government Rajaji Hospital and 

Tirunelveli Medical College Hospital in south Tamil Nadu - are preparing to 
carry out clinical trials for convalescent plasma therapy to treat Covid-19 
patients. 

 Earlier, both these hospitals have received approval from the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) for the therapy  

 The convalescent plasma therapy involves using antibodies from the blood of a 
recovered Covid-19 patient to treat critically-ill Covid-19 patients. 

 
 Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit - has promulgated an Ordinance to 

facilitate payment of court fee through e-payment 
 This was announced by the Raj Bhavan on May 14. 
 On the day, Tamil Nadu government announced that the deadline for annual/ 

quarterly tax payment under Motor Vehicles Act, 1974, was extended till June 30. 



 

4 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

STATES 
 Jammu and Kashmir and Haryana government - have announced that they 

are planning to provide tap water connections to all the rural households in 
their states by December 2022 

 On May 12, the governments of both states presented their plan to the 
‗Department of Drinking water & Sanitation‘ of the Jal Shakti Ministry. 

 The ministry will be implementing the centre‘s Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) in 
association with the states to ensure that rural households have ‗Functional 
Household Tap Connections‘ (FHTC). 

 Under the mission, Haryana is most likely to get Rs. 290 crores as its share for 
the current financial year.  
 It will be matched by the same amount to be provided by the state as well.  

 Jammu & Kashmir government is also likely to get Rs. 680 crore in the current 
financial year, as per its central share under the Mission  

 Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) is a central government initiative that has been under 
the Ministry of Jal Shakti.  
 The goal of the mission is to provide safe and adequate water through 

individual households taps connections to all the households of India, with a 
special focus on rural India, by 2024-25 

 A fund of 3.5 trillion has been set aside for the purpose and centre and state 
governments will work in collaboration to achieve this mission. 

 

NATIONAL 
 

 On May 14, India’s total Covid-19 count - crossed 80,000 with 3,995 fresh 
cases reported, the second-highest rise in a day. 

 

 
 

 With this, the total number of coronavirus in the country stood at 82,085, as per 
reports from state governments.  
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 This was the fifth consecutive day of over 3,500 cases being reported in the 
country 

 However, the number of casualties fell to double digits after two days, with 99 
deaths reported on the day. 

 Maharashtra again reported a huge surge in cases with 1,602 infections, along 
with the spike in infections from Madhya Pradesh (314 new cases), Rajasthan 
(206) and Gujarat (324), apart from Tamil Nadu (447) 

 Kerala too reported 26 new cases on the day, its biggest surge since the end of 
March. 

 In Delhi, the total Covid-19 count crossed the 8,000 mark to reach 8,470, with the 
reporting of 472 new infections in one of the biggest surge reported by the 
country‘s capital.  
 With nine fresh deaths, the death toll in the state has reached 115 

 With the addition of 44 deaths, Maharashtra breached the 1,000-mark and 
recorded 1,019 Covid-19 deaths, in just over two months since the first Covid19 
case was reported.  
 About 55% of the total deaths have come in last 14 days of May alone. 
 Maharashtra continued to add over 1,000 cases for the ninth day in a row.  
 With 1,602 new cases, the second-highest single-day jump, the total tally of 

infections in the state rose to 27,524 cases.  
 In the last two weeks, a total of 16,883 cases were added, which is 61.33% 

of the total cases. 
 Maharashtra continues to account for around one third of the national count. 

 On the day, Madhya Pradesh‘s Covid-19 count shot up again with 314 new cases 
– the second highest of the outbreak.  
 Indore accounted for the bulk of the cases — 191 in all, taking its count to 

2,299.  
 Just by itself, Indore would find itself on the top 10 list of the country, at ninth 

position, above Andhra Pradesh (2,205). 
 As many as 14 states and Union Territories have not reported any new case in 

the past 24 hours, which includes Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Chandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Puducherry and 
Telangana. 

 The doubling time of coronavirus cases in the last three days was 13.9 days, 
while it was 11.1 in the past two weeks.  

 Consequently, the recovery rate continues to improve and was 33.6% on the day, 
up from 32.83% a day before. 

 Meanwhile, health minister Harsh Vardhan inaugurated a country’s first ever 
fully automated high end testing machine ‘Cobas 6800’ for conducting real-
time PCR testing for Covid-19 at the National Centre for Disease Control, 
Delhi.  

 The machine can process 1,200 samples in 24 hours.  
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 The machine was developed by Roche Diagnostics. 
 The RT-PCR tests are being used to confirm COVID-19 infection as it is more 

accurate. 
 However, RT-PCR takes minimum of 5 to 6 hours to produce results. 
 The country has been testing 90,000-100,000 samples every day for the last few 

days. 
 The BRICS’s New Development Bank has decided to provide USD 1 billion 

emergency assistance loan to India to support its efforts to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus outbreak in the country. 

 The New Development Bank (NDB) was set up by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa) countries in 2014.  

 It is currently headed by veteran Indian banker K V Kamath. 
 
 Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman - unveiled the second set of measures 

of the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ stimulus package on May 14 
 The second tranche of the nearly ₹3.2 lakh crore package focused mostly on 

migrants included rental housing facility for migrant workers, free foodgrain for 
those without ration cards and loan schemes for farmers and street vendors. 

 

 
 

 Earlier, the government unveiled the first tranche of the nearly ₹6-lakh-crore 
package focusing mostly on the poor and lower middle class and Micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) on May 13 

 Addressing the problem of shortage of foodgrains to the migrants, the Centre 
announced free grain and a kilo of chana dal for these families for the next two 
months.  

 The Centre would bear the ₹3,500-crore cost of distributing eight lakh tonnes of 
wheat and rice and 50,000 tonnes of chana dal to the migrant families 
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 The move to provide free foodgrain for migrant workers is an extension of 
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY), announced on March 
27 

 As per the PMGKY, an additional free rice or wheat allocation of 5 kg per 
person, and 1 kg of pulse per household was to be provided every month 
from April to June 

 This will benefit around 80 crore people who are having ration cards and 
covered by the National Food Security Act (NFSA). 

 The ―one nation, one ration card‖ or the ration card portability scheme will use 
Aadhaar facility to enable the beneficiaries getting their foodgrain quota from the 
public distribution system from anywhere in the country. 
 This will be highly beneficial for the migrant workers, who can access 

subsidized food in other places too, away from their native home village 
region.  

 According to the Finance Minister, the facility should be operational by 
March 2021. 

 The Government is planning to implement the ration card portability scheme 
to benefit 67 crore NFSA beneficiaries in 23 connected States to use their 
cards at any ration shop in the country  

 This means, the government hoped to cover 83% of beneficiaries — a 
number equal to 67% of the population — by August 1, 2020 

 

 
 

 Another major announcement by the FM is the government‘s decision to launch 
affordable rental housing complexes or workers‘ hostels, meant to provide social 
security to the urban poor and students, on a PPP basis. 
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 The FM also announced that the banks will be disbursing loans of Rs 5,000 crore 
to around 50 lakh street vendors.  

 Farmers, including those in the fisheries and dairy business, will be issued Kisan 
Credit Cards as part of a drive to provide another Rs 2 lakh crore into the farm 
sector.  

 The NABARD is being asked to step up refinance support by Rs 30,000 crore 
over and above the Rs 90,000 crore that it normally disburses annually. 
 This will be immediately helpful to small and marginal farmers for the post-

harvest Rabi work and for preparatory work for Kharif crops 
 The Government has also announced an interest subsidy support worth 2% 

for MUDRA-Shishu Loan payees for a period of 12 months.  
 This will provide relief of Rs 1500 crores to MUDRA-Shishu loan payees and 

expected to benefit 3 crore loan holders 
 The Government will also provide a plan to infuse Rs 6,000 crores of CAMPA 

(Compensatory Afforestation Management and Planning Authority) funds in to the 
economy.  
 This will help in creating job opportunities in rural and semi-urban areas 

 Meanwhile, the Government has increased the minimum wage from 182 to 202 
per day through MNREGA, benefiting the migrant workers  

 Also, it is planning to amend the labour code with a slew of measures such as 
keeping all jobs have been opened for women workers including the night shift 
works and ensure an equal basic minimum wage for all category of workers 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 12, 2020 announced the launch of 
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package to revive the stalled economy due to the 
nationwide lockdown imposed to contain COVID-19 outbreak.  

 The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan package combined with previously announced 
PMGKY package amounts to Rs 20 lakh crore, which is around 10% of India‘s 
GDP. 

 
 The Indian Railways - has announced the cancellation of regular passenger 

train service including Mail, Express, Passenger and Suburban Services till 
June 30, 2020.  

 It has said that all tickets which were booked for normal trains before the 
lockdown for the travel period up to June 30 stand cancelled 

 However, the Shramik Special trains or the 15 pairs of special trains started on 
May 12 will continue. 

 As per the Railways, a total of 800 Shramik Specials were run from various States 
till May 14, transporting over 10 lakh people.  

 Additionally, for the special trains, so far over 1.25 lakh tickets worth ₹45.30 crore 
have been booked for the travel of more than 2.34 passengers. 

 The Railways also said that there will be full refund of fare as well, if a passenger 
is found having Covid symptoms during screening before boarding the special 
train 
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 The Indian Railways has started getting the destination address of all passengers, 
who book train tickets from May 13, for the purpose of contact tracing, if required 
later.  

 This will be a permanent feature for all future rail travel in the country, as India 
gets ready for a long battle against Covid-19. 

 The regular mail, express, passenger and suburban services of the Indian 
railways had been suspended on March 25 after the announcement of the 
nationwide lockdown by the PM to contain the spread of coronavirus in the 
country. 

 
 The government – has announced the expansion of the National Food 

Security Act coverage to nearly 8 crore guest workers, who may not have 
ration cards, to get monthly 5kg free foodgrains for May and June. 

 Each such migrant workers family would also be provided with one kilogram of 
pulses (chana dal) in these two months 

 The Centre has set aside a funding of ₹3,500 crore for this purpose, as 
announced by the Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on May 14. 

 These guest workers are now not covered under the National Food Security Act 
(NFSA), the scheme that entitles nearly 82 crore beneficiaries to get highly 
subsidised foodgrains.  

 They are, however, entitled to free grain and pulses under the PM Garib Kalyan 
Ann Yojna. 

 This literally means that all the poor and migrant workers will fall under the free 
grain scheme of NFSA till June 2020. 

 In the next two months, nearly 8 lakh tonnes of wheat and rice will be distributed 
for free to migrants besides the chana dal. 

 As per the government estimates, over 67 million tonnes of rice and wheat was 
available with Food Corporation of India (FCI) and over 12.7 lakh tonnes of pulses 
including 2.4 lakh tonnes of chana dal, was available with Nafed. 

 
 The Department of personnel and training (DoPT) – has prepared a draft 

framework for ‘work from home’ (WFH) protocol for the Central Government 
employees 

 The framework seeks to facilitate smooth remote operation of e-office in all central 
ministries and departments 

 As of now, about 75 ministries and departments are actively using the e-office 
platform with 57 of them achieving more than 80% of their work in e-office 

 The comments of all ministries and departments have been sought on the draft by 
May 21. 

 As per the proposed WFH framework, the DoPT may provide option of WFH to 
eligible officers/staff for 15 days in a year as a matter of policy 

 During the WFH period, employees would be provided with the logistic supports in 
the form of laptop/desktop by the respective Ministries/Departments. 
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 They may also get reimbursement for Internet services that they would use while 
working from home. 

 As per the draft WFH norms, no classified information shall be handled through e-
office 

 The National Informatics Centre may evaluate the existing security protocol for 
remote access of classified file/information in consultation with the home ministry 

 Further, the NIC may propose suitable norms for handling classified information in 
e-office to the employees 

 The ministries may use the inventory of laptops on rotational basis for officers to 
work from home. 

 There are 48.34 lakh Central government employees. 
 
 On May 14, President Ram Nath Kovind - announced that he will be taking a 

30% salary cut in his ₹5 lakh monthly package for one year.  
 The decision is one among a range of austerity measures announced by the 

Rashtrapati Bhavan 
 The domestic tours of the President will be substantially reduced, guest lists as 

well as food menu at official ceremonies will be reduced, and plans to purchase a 
new presidential limousine (estimated to cost ₹10 crore) have been deferred. 

 The move is expected to provide a 20% cut in annual expenses and an annual 
savings of nearly ₹45 crore to the Government exchequer. 

 The President will restrict domestic travel and rely on technology to cut costs and 
engage with a wider audience.  

 The Rashtrapati Bhavan will also intensify efforts to attain greater fuel and energy 
efficiency.  

 The fleet of cars used to drive the President to ceremonial functions will now be 
shared with the ministry of external affairs and the prime minister‘s office, where 
cars of a similar make are available for the use of state guests. 

 
 The second phase of Vande Bharat Mission starting May 16 - will see India 

bringing back 32,000 citizens home 
 Until May 14, 12,000 Indians had returned to the country on 56 flights from 12 

countries. 
 In addition, 904 Indians were repatriated from Maldives by INS Jalashwa and INS 

Magar on May 10 and 12 respectively.  
 The mission is the largest and most complex exercise ever undertaken by the 

government for the repatriation of Indian nationals stranded overseas. 
 Under Vande Bharat Mission, the foreign ministry has announced a schedule for 

229 repatriation flights until June 3 
 Simultaneously, the government is working on Mission Sagar, which has seen 

India sending naval ship Kesari to Maldives, Mauritius, Madagascar, Comoros 
and Seychelles.  
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 The ship has been sent in response to the request for assistance from these 
countries. It carries two medical assistance teams, consignment of essential 
medicines for Covid-19 treatment and other food items. 

 The mission is inspired by the PM‘s vision of Sagar — ‗security and growth 
for all in the region‘. 

 
 On May 14, the Union Minister Shripad Y Naik - announced that CSIR and 

Ayush Ministry have been working together on four Ayush formulations for 
the treatment of COVID-19.  

 The trials will start within one week and the results of the test are expected to 
come within three months.  

 Earlier, the Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan had also announced that Ayush 
and ICMR will be working together on four different Ayush formulations.  
 The age-old Ayush medicine formulations chosen as candidates for the trial 

are Yashtimadhu, Ashwagandha, Guduchi & Pippali, and Ayush-64.  
 The clinical trial initiative will be undertaken jointly between the Ministry of 

Ayush, the Ministry of Health and Welfare, and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology via Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) along 
with the technical support of the Indian Council of Medical Research. 

 The four Ayush formulations which will be tested were earlier invented for malaria 
treatment.  
 The AYUSH-64 drug was used extensively in 1984 in West Rajasthan and 

in 1995 in Assam for treating over 13,000 malaria affected people. 
 Ashwagandha leaf is usually consumed to increase immunity of the body 

against cold, cough and viral infections 
 Guduchi, which is an Ayurvedic root, possesses antipyretic, anti-cancer, 

anti-oxidant properties.  
 It helps to fight respiratory issues and also heal digestive problems 
 Yashtimadhu, which is a stem, is used to heal sore throat, irritation in the 

throat and cough.  
 Apart from this, it also has ulcer fighting properties 
 The roots of Pippali, which is a medicinal herb, are used to improve blood 

circulation and treat asthma. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
 On May 13, the World Health Organisation – has warned that the 

coronavirus that causes Covid-19 could become endemic like HIV, even as 
the UN warned that the pandemic will spark a major global mental health 
crisis 

 Meanwhile, the European Union‘s medicines agency suggested that a vaccine for 
the COVID-19 could be ready in year 
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 The UN is exploring digital means of conducting its annual meeting, as world 
leaders are unlikely to come or meet in person in New York where the UN 
General Assembly is scheduled to meet this year in September. 
 The September session was to mark the 75th anniversary for the United 

Nations 
 Meanwhile, in the US, an additional 3 million people filed for unemployment 

benefits in the past week, bringing the number of jobless Americans since the 
pandemic began two months ago to 36 million – close to 23% of the US 
workforce. 
 The U.S. is the country hardest-hit by COVID-19, reporting a total of more 

than 84,000 deaths. 
 Meanwhile, Republican-run Texas, among the first to end the lockdown, has 

reported five consecutive days of 1000+ infections, casting a shadow on the 
whole reopening exercise. 

 On May 14, France announced an 18-billion-euro ($19.4 billion) plan to support 
restaurants, hotels and other tourist facilities which have been closed since mid-
March 

 Italy‘s Premier Giuseppe Conte promised a massive package of tax cuts to help 
businesses and families. 

 Japan PM Shinzo Abe announced the lifting of an ongoing state of emergency in 
most parts of the country ahead of schedule.  

 In New Zealand, malls, stores and eateries reopened. 
 On the day, two Rohingya have become the first to test positive for Covid-19 from 

the vast refugee camps in Bangladesh that is the home for almost a million people 
 Bangladesh has prepared a huge field hospital in three weeks to treat the 

coronavirus infected patients in the country.  
 The South Asian nation has reported nearly 18,000 infections and 269 

deaths from the viral disease despite a countrywide lockdown. 
 Coronavirus had first emerged in Wuhan, China in 2019 and has since infected 

more than 4.2 million people and has killed 3,00,000 people worldwide. 
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CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 India - participated in a meeting of foreign ministers of Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on May 13, 2020.  
 

 
 

 The eight-member SCO meeting took place via video conference and was 
convened by the current chair, Russia. 

 The foreign ministers from all eight countries, including China and Pakistan, 
participated in the meeting 

 The meeting focused on sharing of information that will help to contain COVID-19, 
particularly in the areas of medical equipment, medicine, and the pharmaceutical 
sector. 

 The External Affairs Minister, S Jaishankar represented India at the meet  
 The other topics of discussion were on the preparation of the SCO summit in St. 

Petersburg that has been scheduled for June 9-10. 
 The upcoming 75th anniversary of World War 2 victory along with the 75th 

anniversary of the United Nations was also discussed by the SCO member 
countries.  

 Earlier in November 2019, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had represented India 
at the SCO summit in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

 Shanghai Cooperation organisation is an economic, political and security alliance 
that was launched on September 19, 2003 with 6 member countries 
 The membership was later expanded to 8 countries, when India and 

Pakistan were inducted in SCO on June 9, 2017. 
 It is the largest regional organisation in the world in terms of population and 

geographical coverage, covering three-fifths of the Eurasian Continent and 
nearly half of the human population. 

 The eight members of SCO are India, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
China, Russia, Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 

 The observer states of the organization are Iran, Belarus, Afghanistan and 
Mongolia. 
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PERSONALITIES 
 Indian liquor baron, Vijay Mallya - has lost his application to appeal in UK's 

supreme court and faces extradition within the next 30 days  
 His application was rejected by the London High Court on May 14, 2020 

 

 
 

 The High Court Judges -Lord Justice Irwin and Justice Elizabeth Laing- ruled that 
there was no point of law of general public importance to be involved in their 
decision. 

 Earlier, the High Court rejected his appeal against an extradition order provided 
by the Westminster Magistrates' Court on April 20 

 India has been seeking Mallya‘s extradition from the UK so that he can face 
charges of fraud and Rs 9,000 crore money laundering in relation to the 
unrecovered loans of his now-defunct Kingfisher Airlines.  

 Mallya now has just one escape route left from his extradition to India - the 
European Court of Human Rights.  

 He can obtain an emergency injunction, known as interim measures pursuant to 
Rule 39, from the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), the international 
court in Strasbourg, France.  

 Earlier, UK Home Secretary Sajid Javid signed the order to extradite Indian 
business tycoon Vijay Mallya from the UK to India on February 3, 2019. 

 

DEFENCE 
 The Army - is planning to convert its famous 61st Cavalry, the only active 

serving horse cavalry regiment in the world, into a regular armoured 
regiment with tanks 

 The aim of the move was to transform the Jaipur-based 61st Cavalry into ―a 
combat force‖ from its present role of being ―largely a ceremonial unit‖ that also 
engages in sporting activities like polo. 

 However, it plans to retain its fleet of 200-odd horses, some in Jaipur and others 
in Delhi 

 The 61st Calvary is likely to be rechristened as the 61st Armoured Regiment 
based at Jaipur 
 It will have three ―independent squadrons‖ of T-72 tanks 
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 The 61st Cavalry was raised in August 1953 after amalgamating the horse-
mounted cavalry units of the erstwhile princely states of British India. 

 At present, the ceremonial President‘s Bodyguard based at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
and the 61st Cavalry are the only horse-mounted units in the Army 

 The 12-lakh strong Army has around 1,100 Russian-origin T-90S main-battle 
tanks as well as 124 indigenous ‗Arjun‘ and 2,400 older T-72 tanks in its more 
than 65 armoured regiments.  

 Each armoured regiment typically has three squadrons of 14 tanks each under it. 
 
 The Defence ministry - has successfully filed a patent for a low-cost PPE 

suit developed by the Indian Navy. 
 The move is seen as a major step towards the rapid mass production of 

indigenous medical personal protective equipment (PPE), an urgent requirement 
in battling the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic in the country 

 

 
 

 The patent for the PPE was filed by the Intellectual property facilitation cell (IPFC) 
of the Ministry of Defence, in association with National research development 
corporation (NRDC), an enterprise under the Science and technology ministry 

 The naval doctor, who developed the PPE, is serving at the Institute of Naval 
Medicine in Mumbai.  



 

16 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 A pilot batch of the PPE suit has already been produced at the naval dockyard, 
Mumbai 

 

ECONOMY 
 Amazon founder Jeff Bezos - could become the world’s first trillionaire (with 

$1,000 billion) in just 6 years by 2026. 
 The 56-year old Bezos is already the world‘s richest person with a net assets 

worth of $143 billion  
 Chinese real estate tycoon Xu Jiayin is second on the list, while India‘s Mukesh 

Ambani is at the fifth place on the list. 

 
 

 These findings were revealed by Comparisun, a research platform for small 
businesses 
 The analysis was based on its projection on the average percentage of 

annual expansion recorded over five years and then extrapolating it to future 
years. 

 For the analysis, Comparisun analysed market caps of NYSE‘s most valued 
firms as well as the top 25 richest people according to Forbes rankings. 

 Amazon recorded sales of over $75 billion in January-March 2020, up from $60 
billion in the year-ago period. 

 The demand is expected to remain high due to warnings of a second wave of the 
virus and more lockdowns.  

 Amazon had reported revenue of $281billion in 2019, even before the current 
global crisis 

 The total assets of Bezos, founder of the world‘s biggest online retailer, grow 
year-to-date by nearly 25%, or over $28 billion, to the current figure of $143 
billion, according to Bloomberg‘s Billionaire Index.  

 According to Comparisun, Bezos‘ net worth increased by an average of 34% over 
five years. 
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 The World Economic Forum (WEF) - announced that India has moved up 
two positions and is ranked at 74th place on the annual global energy 
transition index, released on May 13, 2020. 

 

 
 

 India has shown improvement in key parameters of economic security, economic 
growth, and environmental sustainability to achieve a better ranking. 

 Sweden has acquired a top position on the Energy Transition Index (ETI) for the 
third consecutive year 

 It is followed by Finland and Switzerland in the top three. 
 Out of G20 countries, only France at 8th rank and UK at 7th rank have been in the 

top 10 
 China is ranked at 78th rank, while the US (32th), Brazil (47th), Canada (28th), 

and Australia (36th) have been either stagnant or have shown a decline. 
 The index ranks 115 countries on the performance of their energy systems across 

the main parameters of environmental sustainability, economic growth and 
development and energy security and access indicators as well as their readiness 
for the transition to sustainable, secure, affordable, and inclusive energy systems. 

 As per the 2020 rankings, 75% of the countries have shown improvement 
 Overall, 94 out of 115 have shown progress since 2015 in their environmental 

sustainability. 
 However, the steady improvements were shown by only 11 out of 115 countries 

since 2015, indicating the complexity of energy transition. 
 China, Argentina, India, and Italy have shown consistent improvement over time, 

along with the Czech Republic, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Hungary, Oman, and 
Kenya  

 The progress of Canada, Lebanon, Chile, Malaysia, Turkey, and Nigeria have 
declined since 2015 
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TAMILNADU’S COVID-19 PROGRESS – A REPORT 

 

 


