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� Tamil Nadu - registered an increase 
more people testing positive, taking the total number
in the state to 67 cases 

� Of the 17 patients, 10 are from Erode, 
Madurai and Karur districts.

� 25 of the 67 persons who have tested positive for the coronavirus disease in 
state are either directly or indirectly linked to two Thai nationals who had tested 
positive on March 21. 

� The two Thai nationals are undergoing treatment at IRT, Perundurai. 
� They were part of a large group of people from countries including Thailand, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Mya
visited the State for an annual pilgrimage

� According to data released by the state health department, so far 24 people have 
tested positive in Erode, 22 in Chennai, six in salem, four in Madurai, two in 
Chengalpet and one in Coimbatore. 

 

 

� Districts such as Kancheepuram, Karur, Ranipet, Thanjavur, Tiruveveli, Tirupur, 
Vellore and Virudhunagar have one cases each.

� In all, 2,09,234 persons have been screened and 3,420 persons have c
the 28-day quarantine in the state
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TAMIL NADU 

registered an increase in Covid-19 cases on March 30
more people testing positive, taking the total number of ‘positive’ infections

 
Of the 17 patients, 10 are from Erode, 5 from Chennai, and 1 each 
Madurai and Karur districts. 

of the 67 persons who have tested positive for the coronavirus disease in 
ectly or indirectly linked to two Thai nationals who had tested 

are undergoing treatment at IRT, Perundurai. 
They were part of a large group of people from countries including Thailand, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, France and Congo, who had 
visited the State for an annual pilgrimage 
According to data released by the state health department, so far 24 people have 
tested positive in Erode, 22 in Chennai, six in salem, four in Madurai, two in 
Chengalpet and one in Coimbatore.  

Districts such as Kancheepuram, Karur, Ranipet, Thanjavur, Tiruveveli, Tirupur, 
Vellore and Virudhunagar have one cases each. 
In all, 2,09,234 persons have been screened and 3,420 persons have c

quarantine in the state 
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� A total of 74,533 persons, including passengers from other countries, are put 
under home quarantine for 28 days in the State.  

 

 
 

� Chennai accounts for the highest number of persons under home quarantine at 
16,767 cases 

� A total of 17,089 beds and 3,018 ventilators have been made available in 
government and private hospitals.  

� There are now 14 SARS-CoV-2 testing labs across the State, including private 
labs.  

� Apart from this, the government has sought approval from the Centre for setting 
up three more labs in the state. 

 
� Tamil Nadu governor Banwarilal Purohit - has donated �1 crore each to 

Prime Minister’s citizen assistance and relief in emergency situations fund 
(PM-Cares) and Tamil Nadu chief minister’s public relief fund. 

 

 
 

� The funds were released from the Governor’s Discretionary Grant. 
� There are two types of Grants provisioned in the Constitution of India namely - 

Statutory Grants and Discretionary Grants. 
� The Statutory Grants are the grants that are defined by Article 275 and are 

charged on Consolidated Funds of India. 
� They are mainly used on the welfare of scheduled tribes of the country. 
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� The Discretionary Grants are the grants that are allocated by Central and State for 
the welfare of the public. 

� They may be provided under Union Ministers or Governors or Vice Presidents.  
� These grants are discretionary and needs no obligations to make such grants. 

 
� The implementation of ration card portability scheme in Tamil Nadu - has 

been put on hold 
� This was announced by the food minister R Kamaraj on March 30. 
� The roll out of the ration card portability scheme was scheduled to be introduced 

from April 1 across the state 
� As part of the “one nation one ration card’ scheme of the central government, 

Tamil Nadu introduced the scheme in Tirunelveli and Tuticorin districts on a pilot 
basis.  

� Following its success, the government had announced in the assembly that intra-
state portability of ration card would come into operation from April 1. 

� Under the initiative, eligible beneficiaries would be able to avail their entitled food 
grains under the National Food Security Act from any Fair Price Shop (FPS) in the 
country using the same ration card. 

 
� The Tamil Nadu government - has decided to procure 14.57 lakh kits with 

rice, dal and oil to be distributed to workers in the unorganised sectors 
� Each kit will contain 15kg rice, 1kg dal and 1kg edible oil 
� It will be distributed to registered members of the welfare boards for workers in the 

unorganised sectors.  
� The move is expected to cost the exchequer �93.21 crore.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The commodities will be procured through the state civil supplies corporation.  
� The kits will be distributed to 14,57,526 registered members of the welfare boards 

through the district collectors concerned.  
� The beneficiaries include 24,274 registered and 40,000 non-registered interstate 

migrant labourers in the state 
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� As many as 92,445 pensioners and family pensioners in Tamil Nadu construction 
workers’ welfare board and drivers in unorganised sector will also get benefitted 
by the move. 

 

NATIONAL 

� The number of deaths and the new cases of Covid-19 - surged to a new 
single-day high on March 30 

� On March 30, 11 people were reported to have dead due to the infection and 157 
fresh cases were announced by the states. 

� The coronavirus toll in the country is now 43 while the total number of cases has 
risen to 1,280, as per reports till March 30.  

 

 
 

� Telangana reported the maximum five deaths followed by Maharashtra (three), 
Madhya Pradesh (two) and West Bengal (one) on March 30. 

� The previous highest single-day count of cases was on March 29, when 130 new 
infections were reported from the states.  

� On March 30, Kerala confirmed the maximum of 32 new cases, followed by 25 
cases in Delhi, 17 each in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu and 16 new Covid-19 
from UP.  

� The health ministry has confirmed total 1,251 cases and 32 deaths so far. 
� Kerala’s total tally of 234 remains the highest in the country.  
� Maharashtra has reported 220 cases so far and also the mortality in the state due 

to Covid-19 is also high. 
 

� The Indian Railways - has modified 20,000 coaches to accommodate 3.2 
lakh people as on 31 March, 2020 

� It is still in the process of modifying around 5,000 more coaches to add 80,000 
more beds. 

� One single coach is expected to support 16 beds of isolation.  
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� Also, only non-AC coaches are being converted into quarantine coaches 
� There are around 18 railway zones in the country with each zone preparing its 

own separate quarantine wards. 
� Recently, the Indian Railways commenced special parcel services to prevent the 

uninterrupted flow of essential supplies in the country. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 

� The United States - has extended its lockdown guidelines to April 30 after 
President Donald Trump accepted expert projections that 1,00,000-2,00,000 
people could die of coronavirus infection 

� The United States had more than 1,50,000 Covid-19 cases reported by March 30, 
with more than 2,500 deaths 

� Spain overtook China as the nation with the third highest number of reported 
infections in the world, after the US and Italy 
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� With a population of only 47 million people to China’s 1.4 billion, Spain’s tally of 
infections reached 85,195, an 8% rise from the previous day 

� Spain also reported 812 new deaths, raising its overall confirmed death toll 
to 7,340. 

� Italy reported that more than 800 people had died in the past day, bringing the 
country’s death toll to nearly 11,600.  

� It added over 4,000 new infections, but also a record 1,590 cured and the 
total number of cases crossed 1,00,000. 

� Cases across Africa rose close to 5,000 in 46 countries with Zimbabwe beginning 
a three-week lockdown on March 30. 

� China, on March 30, reported 31 new Covid-19 cases, with just one among them 
being domestic infection. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 

� Women researchers in Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi - have developed 
a new test method for Covid-19.   

� The team has already patented the method. 
� A group of women scientists at the Department of Molecular and Human 

Genetics, Institute of Science, Banaras Hindu University, have developed a novel 
test method based on RT PCR (Reverse Transcriptase Polymerase Chain 
Reaction) for the testing of Covid-19 disease. 

� The team includes four researchers- Dr. Geeta Rai, Dolly Das, Khushbupriya and 
Hiral Thakar 

� Through this low-cost method, the results would be available within 5-6 hours 
� This RT PCR qualitative-based detection method for Covid-19 guarantees 100% 

accuracy, low cost, rapid detection, no requirement for a probe or high cost 
machines. 

� It has to be recalled that the Pune based Mylab has recently developed the 
country’s first diagnostic kit for coronavirus 

 
� IIT Guwahati - is setting up a research centre for analysing the coronavirus 

disease in its campus. 
� It has been providing real-time PCR (polymerase chain reaction) machines for the 

diagnosis of the virus to Guwahati Medical College and Hospital 
� It is also developing WHO specified masks and hand sanitisers for the hospital 
� The IIT is also developing several state-of-the-art technologies which include 

robot-based drug / food carrying unit to work in isolation wards and robot-based 
screening units, biodegradable and reusable protective gear and hospital beds 
including ICU beds, among others. 

� In addition, the departments of mechanical engineering and electronics and 
electrical engineering have started to produce large and high capacity autoclave 
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machine, handheld temperature measuring units, ventilators, med
disposal in the isolation wards, and shower for disinfection. 

� The departments of chemistry and bioscience and bioengineering are 
the development of prototype protective gears with antiviral and superhydrophobic 
coatings  

� The department of chemical engineering is 
based medical textile.  

� The department of design has 
shield including head gear which can be scaled up immediately.

 
� On a trial basis, a vaccine 

being given to healthcare workers in Melbourne to 
protect them against the coronavirus. 

� The bacillus Calmette-Guerin or BCG
years.  

� It is a common immunotherapy for treating early
� It also trains the body’s first line of immune defence to better fight infections
� The trial is done based on 

research, at the Murdoch 
� Around 4,000 hospital health care workers have 

month trial in Australia 
� They will be randomly vaccinated starting 

and TB, or the flu shot only
� Similar research is going on in Netherlands

 

� The postponed 32nd edition of 
next year and run until August 8, 2021

� This was announced by the head of the Tokyo 2020 organising committee 
March 30. 

� The Games were postponed last week 
history of the modern Olympics. 

� The move was seen as a big
up to the event and raised $3 billion from domestic sponsors.

� Also, the Paralympic Games 
next year. 
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machine, handheld temperature measuring units, ventilators, med
disposal in the isolation wards, and shower for disinfection.  
The departments of chemistry and bioscience and bioengineering are 

prototype protective gears with antiviral and superhydrophobic 

ent of chemical engineering is developing biodegradable plastic

The department of design has come out with a prototype 3D printed full face 
shield including head gear which can be scaled up immediately.

vaccine that’s been used to prevent tuberculosis
being given to healthcare workers in Melbourne to check whether it
protect them against the coronavirus.  

Guerin or BCG shot has been used widely for about 100 

a common immunotherapy for treating early-stage bladder cancer
the body’s first line of immune defence to better fight infections

The trial is done based on a study led by Nigel Curtis, head of infectious diseases 
research, at the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in Melbourne.
Around 4,000 hospital health care workers have volunteered to be part of a six

will be randomly vaccinated starting March 30 against seasonal influenza 
and TB, or the flu shot only 

imilar research is going on in Netherlands too. 

SPORTS 

edition of Olympic Games - will now begin on July 23 
next year and run until August 8, 2021 

the head of the Tokyo 2020 organising committee 

The Games were postponed last week - the first such delay in the 124
history of the modern Olympics.  

seen as a big blow for Japan, which invested $13 billion in the run
up to the event and raised $3 billion from domestic sponsors. 

the Paralympic Games is scheduled to run from August 24 to September 5 
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machine, handheld temperature measuring units, ventilators, medical waste 

The departments of chemistry and bioscience and bioengineering are focusing on 
prototype protective gears with antiviral and superhydrophobic 

biodegradable plastic-

a prototype 3D printed full face 
shield including head gear which can be scaled up immediately. 

that’s been used to prevent tuberculosis - is 
check whether it will 

shot has been used widely for about 100 

stage bladder cancer  
the body’s first line of immune defence to better fight infections 

a study led by Nigel Curtis, head of infectious diseases 
Children’s Research Institute in Melbourne. 

volunteered to be part of a six-

against seasonal influenza 

will now begin on July 23 

the head of the Tokyo 2020 organising committee on 

the first such delay in the 124-year 

blow for Japan, which invested $13 billion in the run-

is scheduled to run from August 24 to September 5 

 


