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� Two persons who tested positive for COVID
death toll in the State to five, 

� Meanwhile, 86 new cases were reported, bringing t
571 in the state 

� With this, the Tablighi Jamaat
522. 

 

 

� A 71-year-old man from Ramanathapuram, who was admitted to Stanley 
Government Hospital on April 2

� The results of his blood samples returned positive for COVID
� On April 5, a 60-year-old man, admitted to the same hospital on April 1, tested 

positive for the infection and died 
� Among the 86 new cases

their contacts did.  
� One person had a travel history to Dubai
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TAMIL NADU 

Two persons who tested positive for COVID-19 infection - 
death toll in the State to five, as per the health officials on April 5
Meanwhile, 86 new cases were reported, bringing the total number of cases to 

he Tablighi Jamaat (TJ) cluster’s count in the state went up by 75 to 

old man from Ramanathapuram, who was admitted to Stanley 
April 2, died on April 5.  

The results of his blood samples returned positive for COVID-19 infection.
old man, admitted to the same hospital on April 1, tested 

positive for the infection and died  
86 new cases, 85 cases were either people who travelled to Delhi or 

history to Dubai 
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� The Tamil Nadu government - has sanctioned Rs 22.57 crore to establish 
more quarantine facilities in the state.  

� In addition, the government approved Rs 3.8 crore for the purchase of protective 
gears – masks and gloves – to government employees in the frontline and also to 
carry out mass disinfection exercise. 

� The funds have been sanctioned from the state disaster relief fund to the State 
Police, Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation, Slum Clearance Board and 
Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine. 

� The government has also given approval to the director of public health and 
preventive medicine to procure furniture and necessary equipment, besides taking 
up civil and electrical works to establish quarantine facilities 

� At present, there are five exclusive quarantine facilities, including three in and 
around Chennai, in the state. 

� In a related move, the state government has sanctioned �75.27 crore, from state 
disaster relief fund, for the state police department towards food allowance for 
91,244 police personnel across the state 

� The police personnel were maintaining round the clock vigil and vehicle checks 
along inter-state borders from March 24. 

 

STATES 

� Kerala - showed a remarkable recovery rate of 17% for overall 314 cases so 
far reported by the state since January 30 when the first Wuhan-returned 
case was reported. 

� Initially, it had showed 84% recovery rate for the first 25 persons who were tested 
positive for Covid-19 in the state between March 9 and March 20 

� As on April 5, Maharashtra (35 cases) recorded 5.5% recovery rate and Delhi (18 
cases) had a 4.04% recovery rate 

� Kerala has had only two deaths so far compared to Maharashtra (32), Delhi (6), 
Telangana and Madhya Pradesh (11) each, as on April 4 

� The state has also witnessed faster discharge rate in several cases, with patients 
being discharged within just 10 days, especially those who were tested positive 
between March 28 and March 30  

NATIONAL 
 

� India’s death toll from COVID-19 rose to 83 on April 5 - with 11 fatalities 
being reported since April 4.  

� The number of confirmed infections across the country stood at 3,577 cases, with 
505 new cases  

� Out of this, 274 persons have recovered, as per the Union Health Ministry 
estimates 
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� As per the ministry, last month’s Tablighi Jamaat gathering in Delhi has pushed 
up the doubling rate of cases in India to 4.1 days from the estimated 7.4 days. 

� The number of coronavirus cases also went past 4,000 as states reported 541 
fresh cases on April 5, the fourth straight day of 500-plus infections in the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� On April 4, the ministry had reported that 30% of the total cases in the country so 
far were linked to Tablighi Jamaat event in Delhi. 

� The number of cases has doubled in the past four days, going from a little over 
2,000 on April 1 to more than 4,200 till April 5. 

� The maximum number of cases continued to be reported from Maharashtra at 
748, with 13 fatalities in the past 24 hours. 

� Tamil Nadu followed with 571 cases, reporting two fatalities since April 4. 
� The ministry’s numbers are likely to be at variance with those reported by the 

state governments due to a time lag in collating and cross-checking data. 
 

� The Centre - has decided to provide free testing and treatment of COVID-19 
under the Ayushman Bharat Scheme.  

� The move will benefit more than 50 crore poor and vulnerable beneficiaries across 
India 

� The empanelled hospitals can either use their own authorised testing facilities or 
tie up with an authorised testing facility for the scheme.  



 

4 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

� However, these tests would have to be carried out as per the protocol set by 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) and by private labs 
approved/registered by the ICMR. 

� Similarly, treatment of coronavirus affected persons by private hospitals will also 
be covered under AB-PMJAY scheme  

� The announcement comes after India registered an increase of 302 cases on April 
5 

� As per the health ministry estimates, the total number of positive cases has risen 
to 3,374 in India, which includes 3,030 active cases, 267 
cured/discharged/migrated people and 77 deaths. 

� The Ayushman Bharat scheme (AB-PMJAY) is currently being implemented by 
National Health Authority.  

� Under the scheme, the beneficiaries are provided with Rs 5 lakhs (per 
family). 

� As per the guidelines of the scheme, the insurance amount is shared 
between the centre and the state in the ratio 60:40. 

 
� The government’s dedicated WhatsApp chatbot ‘MyGov Corona Helpdesk’- 

has been used by more than 2 crore users 
 

 
 

� The chatbot is aimed at providing timely updates and helping citizens clear their 
questions on COVID-19, 

� Artificial Intelligence chatbot company Haptik Infotech Pvt. Ltd., which is 87% 
owned by Reliance Jio, developed the MyGov Corona Helpdesk.  

� According to Haptik, more than 55 million messages have been sent by over 20 
million users 

� The chatbot was launched by the government on March 20. 
 

� The government - plans to double the number of samples tested by 
government laboratories through real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-
PCR) process in every three days  
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� The scope of testing will be further widened by a number of other tests, including 
those used for tuberculosis along with the newly-sanctioned rapid antibody tests 
for diagnosis of suspected cases. 

� The RT-PCR process is considered mandatory for accurate results, as per the 
ICMR guidelines  

� Now, the ICMR had recommended the use of the Truenat beta CoV test on 
Truelab Workstation as a screening test.  

� It has also approved the use of US-FDA approved RT-PCR systems such as 
GeneXpert and Roche COBAS- 6800/800 in emergency situations. 

� At present, government labs under the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) are testing over 10,000 samples a day.  

� This is expected to reach 20,000 in about three days and increase further over the 
next few weeks as per the government plan. 

� Apart from this, around 250 TrueNat machines and 200 CB-NAAT machines 
(more popular as GeneXpert) used for tuberculosis testing will be deployed for 
testing Covid-19 suspects 

� TrueNat and CB-NAAT are cartridge-based nuclei acid amplification tests, 
with a single machine able to perform around 12 tests a day. 

� Truenat is a small machine that is battery operated and requires limited 
training 

� It can easily give the result between 30-60 minutes. 
� The cost of a test on Truenat is Rs 1000 to Rs 1500. 
� Today there are total of 800 Truenat machines in India, out of which 457 are 

in Andhra Pradesh. 
� There are also two Roche’s COBAS-6800 machines, while orders for two more 

have been placed.  
� The four machines can test up to 5,000 samples every day. 

� This plan was drawn up by the empowered group on testing and isolation 
� It was approved by the Prime Minister’s Office, after it was discussed in detail in 

the joint meeting of the empowered groups on April 4 chaired by the Prime 
Minister. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

� The State of New York - saw a record 630 deaths in a single day, with the 
entire United states reporting over 3,00,000 infections on April 5 

� Globally, over 1.2 million people around the world have tested positive for the 
disease and 65,272 have died, since the virus first emerged in China late last 
year, 

� Over 45,000 global deaths have been reported in Europe alone 
� The number of infected cases in UK rose to 48,388 on April 5 from 41,903 a day 

earlier.  
� The total deaths were 4,942 against 4,313 reported on April 4 
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� Queen Elizabeth II will make a rare, “deeply personal” speech on April 5 to 
urge people to rise to the challenge posed by the virus, and thank 
healthcare workers 

 

 
 

� Italy recorded its lowest daily death toll from the coronavirus in over two weeks 
and saw the number of critical care patients decline for the second day. 

� Worst-hit Italy cheered after its number of intensive care virus cases 
dropped for the first time — from 4,068 on April 3 to 3,994 on April 4. 

� Spain, which is under a near-total lockdown, saw a second successive daily fall in 
coronavirus-related deaths with 809 fatalities. 

� In Spain, deaths from Covid-19 rose to 12,418 on April 4 — the second 
highest worldwide after Italy 

� The total number of registered infections rose to 130,759 from April 4 figure 
of 124,736 

� In Canada, the number of people killed by Covid-19 has jumped by just over 20% 
to 258 in a day 

� Mainland China reported 30 new COVID-19 cases on April 4, up from 19 a day 
earlier as the number of cases involving travellers from abroad as well as local 
transmissions increased 

� The mainland has now reported a total of 81,669 cases, while the death toll 
has risen by three to 3,329. 

 

ECONOMY 

� The insurance regulator, IRDAI - has now given a 60-day grace period for 
the policyholders whose premiums fell due in March and April 2020 



 

7 | Page         044

 

� Earlier, a 30-day grace period was granted by IRDAI for those premiums
fell due in March 2020 

� The policyholders of unit-linked insurance plans (ULIPs) whose contracts mature 
in March, April or May can postpone closure/maturity of the policy for up to 5 
years. 

� This is allowed for unit
� This is because the policyholders might 

maturing in this time period as the mark
� So it is possible the net asset value (NAV) of the ULIP might have gone 

down considerably, leading to the loss of policyholders
 

� The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
it will henceforth accept 

� The announcement was made by the labour ministry on April 5, 2020.
� The move enables all the PF account members to rectify their birth date in EPFO 

records using their Aadhaar card
� This will also ensure that their account is KYC compliant.
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day grace period was granted by IRDAI for those premiums

linked insurance plans (ULIPs) whose contracts mature 
or May can postpone closure/maturity of the policy for up to 5 

This is allowed for unit-linked policies maturing up to May 31, 2020
This is because the policyholders might stand to lose if their policies are 
maturing in this time period as the markets have been performing badly.
So it is possible the net asset value (NAV) of the ULIP might have gone 

, leading to the loss of policyholders 

The Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) – has announced that 
accept the Aadhaar card as a valid birth proof 

The announcement was made by the labour ministry on April 5, 2020.
all the PF account members to rectify their birth date in EPFO 

records using their Aadhaar card to submit their claims and other processes
ensure that their account is KYC compliant. 
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