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� Tamil Nadu - recorded 76 new cases, including 55 from Chennai
and 53 contacts), taking the total number of cases to 
on April 21. 

� A 70-year-old man, who ha
the death toll to 18. 

� He was referred from a private hospital and admitted to the 
Government General Hospital 

 

 

� On April 21, the state found 
as 26 employees of a private television channel 
family contacts tested positive for 

� Apart from this cluster, two participant
contacts of other people from the cluster 

� Also, there were three people with unidentified source of infection and 10 other 
contacts of those who had already tested positive
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TAMIL NADU 

recorded 76 new cases, including 55 from Chennai
, taking the total number of cases to 1,596

old man, who had tested positive for the virus, died on 

He was referred from a private hospital and admitted to the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government General Hospital on April 19 

he state found a new cluster of cases among media professionals
as 26 employees of a private television channel in Royapuram 
family contacts tested positive for the virus. 

cluster, two participants of the Tablighi Jamaat meeting and 26 
contacts of other people from the cluster also tested positive on the day
Also, there were three people with unidentified source of infection and 10 other 
contacts of those who had already tested positive 
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� As on date, Chennai leads the infections tally with 358 COVID-19 cases, followed 
by Coimbatore with 134 and Tiruppur with 109 cases. 

� As per the state health department, 5,458 people have been tested for the viral 
infection on the day, taking the total number of screened to 47,168. 

� Till now, 178 people were discharged from various government hospitals after two 
consecutive tests done on them showed negative.  

� This takes the total number of people discharged to 635, as on date. 
� A total of 1,917 persons showing symptoms of COVID-19 were admitted to 

isolation wards of hospitals.  
� 22,254 persons have been placed under home quarantine in the state, while 145 

persons are in government quarantine facilities. 
 

� As on April 20, one in every five Covid-19-positive cases in Tamil Nadu - 
was reported in Chennai, making it the largest hotspot in the state.  

� With 303 of the 1,520 across the state, the capital registers an average of 13 
cases a day. 
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� The rate of increase in Chennai is much higher when compared to Coimbatore, 
which has the second largest number of cases, 134.  

� Coimbatore records a daily average of seven cases, while Tiruppur, which has 
109 cases, reports an average of five cases a day. 

� On April 19, Chennai reported 50 cases, which is nearly half of the 105 cases in 
the state.  

� On the next day, when the number of cases in the state dropped to 45, Chennai 
topped the list with 18.  

� On April 21, 55 of the 76 people who tested positive in TN were from Chennai. 
� Meanwhile, to ramp up the isolation facilities, the Chennai Corporation has set up 

112 containment zones in the city areas where residents have tested positive for 
COVID-19 

� Apart from Chennai, the containment zones in other urban areas of the State 
numbered 273, taking the total in urban areas to 385. 

 

STATES 

� On April 21, Rajasthan - announced the decision to stop using the rapid test 
kits in the state 

� Rajasthan was the first state in the country to conduct rapid tests for Covid-19  
� The decision of the state is due to the fact that the test results were inaccurate 

and did not correlate with the results of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test. 
� This also triggered a reaction across the country with many other states 

discontinuing the testing. 
 

 
 

� Meanwhile, following the incident, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
advised all states to stop using the antibody test for Covid-19 for two days until its 
teams investigated the functioning of the kits. 

� The ICMR is investigating the issue as some states had reported huge variations 
— ranging between 6% and 71% — in test results from rapid antibody kits  

� If the test kits were found to be not up to the mark, replacements would be sought 
from the manufacturers, as per ICMR 
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� The move will be a setback to the government’s plan to use rapid tests for 
surveillance and tracking trends, though not for diagnostics. 

� As per the ICMR, out of the total COVID-19 tests conducted so far, 69% were 
asymptomatic cases and 31% symptomatic. 

� Following the decision of ICMR, India’s testing rate has dropped from 35,000-odd 
on April 20 to 27,500 on the next day, as most of the states are using rapid kits for 
testing. 

� The kits had arrived last week after several delays and have been sourced from 
three companies based in China.  

� In the first batch, around 3,00,000 kits already arrived in the country and were 
distributed to various states 

� Totally, 6,50,000 rapid test kits were ordered by the country 
 

� On April 21, Odisha chief minister Naveen Patnaik - announced a financial 
assistance of �50 lakh for each of the families of health professionals who 
lose their lives in the fight against Covid-19.  

� He also announced that the state government will treat them as ‘martyrs’ and give 
them state funeral 

� He also said if the deceased person was a government employee, his or her 
family will continue to receive full salary till the martyr’s age of retirement. 

� The CM also warned that anyone preventing Covid workers from discharging their 
duties will be booked under the stringent National Security Act (NSA). 

 

NATIONAL 

� India - became the world’s 17th country to record 20,000 Covid-19 cases, 
crossing the grim milestone on April 21, when Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 
West Bengal recorded their biggest single-day rise in infections.  
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� There was an increase in deaths as well, with 49 deaths being reported on the 
day, taking the toll to 645. 

� The total number of cases stood at 20,082 on the day, as per reports from states 
� It has increased by 1,493 during the day — the second highest daily rise 

after 1,613 cases reported on April 19.  
� Over a third of the new cases came from Maharashtra, which reported 552 cases, 

equaling its own record of fresh cases set on April 19. 
� Gujarat (239), Rajasthan (159) and West Bengal (53) also saw the sharpest 

increase for the respective states on the day 
� Gujarat, which has emerged as the biggest Covid hotspot after Maharashtra, 

crossed the 2,000-mark in number of cases and overtook Delhi to claim the No.2 
spot in the country.  

� Compared to 35 days taken by Maharashtra and 45 by Delhi – only two 
other Indian states with more than 2,000 cases – Gujarat reach the grim 
milestone in 34 days.  

� The total tally of cases in the state now stands at 2,178. 
� Maharashtra’s count of coronavirus cases crossed 5,000 on the day. 

� The state’s latest and fastest addition of 1,000 cases has come in just two 
days.  

� Mumbai, which recorded its second highest single-day rise in cases with 
419 fresh detections, mainly contributed to the state’s surge in cases. 

� Maharashtra and Gujarat recorded the maximum 19 deaths each on the day, 
taking their respective tolls to 251 and 90. 

� In Delhi, the number of new cases reported was 75, taking its tally to 2,156.  
� The number of persons who have recovered from Covid-19 in Delhi rose to 

611 with 180 patients being discharged on the day. 
� Rajasthan, too, reported the highest number of cases of Covid-19 in a single day 

on April 20, when 159 persons were found infected with the virus from different 
parts of the state.  

� One person died in Jaipur, taking the toll in the state to 26. 
� West Bengal recorded 53 new cases – its highest single day tally – taking the total 

number of Covid-19 cases in the state to 392.  
� UP reported three fresh deaths, taking its toll to 22, while 106 new cases detected 

in the state, taking the total number of cases to 1,364. 
� In Telangana, 56 fresh cases of Covid-19 were recorded taking the state tally to 

928. 
� In Andhra Pradesh, two more persons died due to the novel coronavirus, raising 

the toll to 22, even as 35 new Covid-19 cases were reported from the southern 
state. 

� Four districts in the country - Mahe in Puducherry, Kodagu in Karnataka, Pauri 
Garhwal in Uttrakhand and Pratapgarh in Rajasthan - have not reported any fresh 
cases in the last 28 days.  
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� With this, there are now 61 additional districts from 23 States/UTs that have not 
reported any fresh cases in the last 14 days 

� The country has registered a recovery rate of 17.48% 
 

� The Centre - allowed shops selling electric fans to open and allowed stores 
selling educational books to operate, during the lockdown.  

� The Ministry of Home Affairs has revised its guidelines on ‘exempted category’ on 
April 20  

� The caregivers for senior citizens, prepaid mobile recharging and some urban 
food processing units are also among the activities exempted from lockdown 
restrictions 

 
 

� Under agricultural and horticulture activities, the operating facilities for 
export/import for seeds and horticulture produce were allowed 

� Under the supply of essential goods category, certain food processing units 
located in urban areas such as bread factories, milk processing plants, flour and 
dal mills would also be exempted.  

� All types of rural food processing plants are already exempted. 
� All these exemptions have been permitted so long as the standard operating 

procedure for social distancing and sanitation are followed, in accordance with the 
previous guidelines. 

� Meanwhile, Union HRD minister Ramesh Pokhriyal announced that states can 
develop their own academic calendar and assessment schedule and decide the 
summer break depending on the locally prevalent situation 

 
� The Ministry of Health – announced a ban on the export of anti-tuberculosis 

(TB) drugs 
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� The supply of anti- tuberculosis (TB) drugs to the central government’s National 
TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) is severely affected following the lockdown 
due to the coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak. 

� This has prompted the Government to intervene and announce a ban on the 
export of drugs. 

� Macleods and Lupin — with factories at Ankleshwar and Bharuch in Gujarat, 
Baddi in Himachal Pradesh and in Daman & Diu — are the leading anti-TB drugs 
manufacturers in the country 

� The production capacity of these factories is affected following the emergency 
measures undertaken following the ‘limited’ availability of manpower and material 
to the pharmaceutical industry. 

 
� On April 21, Union Health Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan - launched the ‘COVID 

India Seva’ platform 
 

 
 

� ‘COVID India Seva’ is an interactive platform which seeks to establish a direct 
channel of communication with the public during the Covid-19 outbreak. 

� The initiative will provide transparent e-governance delivery in real-time 
� It will facilitate the answering of citizen queries swiftly, especially in crisis 

situations like the ongoing coronavirus outbreak 
� People can pose queries @CovidIndiaSeva and get answers in almost real time, 

through the platform. 
� A team of trained experts will provide authoritative public health information 

swiftly, helping to build a direct channel for communication with citizens 
� Of late, several portals have been launched by the Centre to assist the country’s 

fight against COVID-19.  
� This includes iGOT (Integrated Government Online Training) portal, which 

provides training course to doctors and other medical staffs. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 

� On April 20, U.S. President Donald Trump - has said he will temporarily 
suspend immigration in order to protect Americans’ jobs. 
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� In this regard, the US President will sign an executive order soon to safeguard the 
US Citizens 

� While Mr. Trump did not clarify the scope — in terms of visa categories or time — 
of this planned order, it will likely temporarily stop new green cards and work visas 

� The move is seen a big blow to prospective immigrants and immigrant families in 
the US who aspire for the so-called American dream, making the country the most 
powerful demographic magnet in the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The US receives about 1.1 million legal immigrants into the country every year, 
more than any other country.  

� Of this, about 600,000 are new arrivals and about 500,000 are status adjustments 
of people already in the country. 

� The announcement will affect the careers and lives of more than three million 
guest workers and students — nearly a million from India — very soon 

� The State Department issued 4,62,422 immigrant visas in the 2019 fiscal year — 
down from just over 6,17,752 in 2015, whereas U.S. Citizens and Immigration 
Services granted permanent residence to nearly 5,77,000 individuals. 

� According to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), about three 
out of four current H1-B visa holders (approximately 310,000 out of 420,000) are 
hailing from India. 

� The US currently has more confirmed coronavirus cases (800,000) and more 
deaths due to the virus (42,500) than any other country. 

 
� As on April 21, globally, over 2.5 million people were affected and 170,000 

people have died - of the coronavirus pandemic 
� In Singapore, PM Lee Hsien Loong extended a lockdown by four weeks, until 

June 1, to check a sharp rise in Covid-19 cases. 
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� On the day, Hong Kong, which has been battling a second wave of infections, 
extended a range of social distancing measures to May 7 

� It has reported no new virus infections for the first time a day before only, 
since early March.  

� Meanwhile, Austria, Britain and some US states, including Georgia, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, West Virginia and Colorado, announced plans to gradually 
reopen in the coming days and follow a hybrid lockout regime  

� Boeing and at least one other American heavy equipment manufacturer have also 
resumed production, after the temporary suspension  

 
� Pakistan - has quietly removed almost 3,800 names from its terror watch 

list, despite being on the FATF’s enhanced grey list  
� The move raises serious concern that top terrorists are being protected by the 

country 
� Pakistan’s terrorist watch list, ‘Proscribed Persons List’, had about 7,600 names 

initially, but it has been reduced to almost half now. 
� Pakistan removed 1,069 names from the ‘Proscribed Persons List’ and placed 

them on the country’s ‘Denotified List’, a term used in Pakistan to signify an official 
removal.  

� Since March, about 3,800 names were removed from the Proscribed Persons List, 
without explanation or notification to the public 
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� Until 2019, Pakistan had told FATF that all of its about 7,600 terrorists were under 
close monthly monitoring of its police stations with their bank accounts being 
frozen  

� Pakistan’s case is expected to be reviewed by the FATF meeting, which is 
scheduled in June.  

� Following the Covid-19 outbreak, the FATF plenary is expected to be postponed 
until September, which will keep Pakistan in the enhanced grey list until then.  

� In the last review, Pakistan was found to have made progress on 14 out of 27 
points, it was supposed to execute. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 

� Popular messaging application, WhatsApp – has decided to ‘double’ the 
number of callers who can participate in group video conversations from 
the existing four to eight people 

� The update is already available to a few customers, with a public rollout expected 
in 1-2 weeks 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The Facebook-owned entity has been making changes amid the Covid-19 
outbreak, when people are spending more time on its app. 

� WhatsApp has been witnessing a rise in messaging, voice and video calls during 
the lockdown 

� It has over 400 million monthly active users in India 
� Earlier this month, WhatsApp announced new restrictions on users who can 

forward messages to just one person or group at a time, in case the message has 
been previously forwarded 5 times or more.  

� Also, the home ministry’s Cyber Coordination Centre announced recently that the 
application “Zoom” is not a safe platform and advised government employees not 
to use it because of security concerns and privacy lapses.  

� The US-based ‘Zoom’ App is widely being used to conduct school classes and 
also to do ‘conference’ call with multiple employees for official work 
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� The monthly downloads of video-calling application ‘Zoom’ have increased 17-fold 
from 500,000 in February to over 8.7 million in March, topping the Google app 
store in the country. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

� Dr Sudarsanam Babu, a 1988 graduate of the Indian Institute of Technology 
Madras - was appointed to the United States of America’s ‘National Science 
Board’ on April 20.  

 

 
 

� The Indian-American is from the prestigious Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
(ORNL). 

� The members are appointed for a period of six years. 
� Dr Sudarsanam Babu has over 21 years of experience in the field of advanced 

and additive manufacturing, physical metallurgy and modeling of computational 
materials. 

� He is currently serving as the Director of Bredesen Center for Interdisciplinary 
Research and Graduate Education. 

� Dr. Sudarsanam Babu holds a doctoral degree in materials science and 
metallurgy from the University of Cambridge. 

� He is the third alumnus from IIT, Madras to currently occupy the Board.  
� The other two alumni are Sethuraman Panchanathan and Suresh V. Garimella.  
� Panchanathan is from the Arizona State University and Garimella is from the 

University of Vermont.  
� Sethuraman is expected to become the Director of another prestigious institution, 

the National Science Foundation, soon. 
� One of his predecessors is Subra Suresh, another alumnus of the Institute who is 

currently the president of Nanyang Technological University. 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 

� World Earth Day– April 22 
� The day is observed all over the world to spread awareness for Earth’s well-being 

and to encourage people to support environmental protection. 
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� This year, the day will mark the 50th Anniversary, as it was being observed since 
1970 

� Theme 2020 – ‘Climate Action’ 
� World Earth Day encourages people to take more efforts for the protection of 

nature and to thank mother earth for its rich environment. 
� This day also helps in focusing on the condition of the planet and to work together 

to save its climatic conditions 
� World Earth Day is coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network and is 

celebrated in more than 193 countries. 
� On this day in 1970, millions of people in New York came to the streets and 

demanded stronger environmental legislation.  
� The event was organized by Denis Hayes, a 25-year-old graduate. 
� On the World Earth Day, 2016, the famous Paris Agreement was signed by more 

than 120 countries.  
� The main aim of the agreement was to keep the increase in global temperature 

below 2 degree Celsius as compared to that of the pre industrial levels.  
� It also aims to make efforts to limit the increase in global temperature to 1.5 

degree Celsius. 
� The celebration of this day was first proposed by peace activist, John McConnell  

 

OIL PRICES CRASHING BELOW ZERO DOLLARS – 
A REPORT 

� For the time first in history, the US oil prices - turned negative on April 20, 
2020.  

� The prices of West Texas Intermediate (WTI), the American benchmark for best 
quality of crude oil in the world, crashed below $0 mark to -$40.32 a barrel in New 
York. 

� The West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude for May delivery finished down from 
$55.90 to -$37.63 a barrel, falling by almost 306%.  

� This is the lowest-ever crude oil price in the history of mankind.  
� The last time the oil prices crashed was right after World War II. 
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� In the current scenario, while the supply of crude oil is regular, the demand has 
fallen.  

� As a result, the global supply of crude oil is more than global demand, leading to a 
condition in which the price of the commodity falls. 

� The situation also means that sellers have to pay buyers to get rid of their crude 
stocks 
 

 
� WTI oil is traded as ‘futures contracts’ in the NYMEX (New York Mercantile 

Exchange)  
� In NYMEX, traders buy and sell ‘monthly futures’ such as, for instance, May 

futures, June futures and so on.  
� The sellers of such futures will have to deliver a barrel of crude oil at the 

contracted price in the contracted month just as buyers will have to take delivery 
at the contracted date. 

� As with all trading in commodities, there’s a huge speculative participation in oil 
futures trading too. 
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� Hence, speculators buy and sell contracts with no intention of taking delivery (in 
the case of buyers) or offering delivery (in the case of sellers) of the phy
on the contracted date.  

� These speculators have to 
failing which they will have to take physical delivery of the crude oil on the 
contracted date. 

� On April 20, the speculators who had taken 
release their “positions” leading to the massive fall in prices. 

� This was because the futures contracts are set to expire 
� The reason for this may be due to the 

physical delivery and could have
delivery-based traders backing out 

� In reality, it would be a combination of both categories of traders. 

SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS 
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