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� Tamil Nadu added 96 more patients
the total number of cases 

� 84 of those who tested positive were from the 
total count from the cluster

� Of the remaining 12 patients, three of them had inter
� The other nine included a doctor from Nagapattinam.

 

 

� Erode reported the highest number of cases 
patients, while in Tirunelveli, 16 persons 

� With 163 cases, Chennai continued to top the list of patients followed by 
Coimbatore with 60 patients

� Meanwhile, a 61-year old man, who had been cured of the viral infection at the 
Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital on 
arrest and died in the isolation ward on 
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TAMIL NADU 

Tamil Nadu added 96 more patients - to the coronavirus positive list
the total number of cases in the state to 834, as on April 9 
84 of those who tested positive were from the ‘single source’ event

cluster to 763. 
Of the remaining 12 patients, three of them had inter-state travel history.
The other nine included a doctor from Nagapattinam. 

Erode reported the highest number of cases on the day with the reporting of 
patients, while in Tirunelveli, 16 persons were tested positive on April 9
With 163 cases, Chennai continued to top the list of patients followed by 

patients 
old man, who had been cured of the viral infection at the 

Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital on April 6, suffered a massive cardiac 
arrest and died in the isolation ward on April 9. 
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� Of the 799 patients admitted to various hospitals, 6 of them are sick and one of 
them is on ventilator support at a private hospital 

 

 
 

� The Government has notified atleast 137 private medical college hospitals for 
Covid-19 treatment. 

� A total of 32,371 beds in isolation wards are kept in ready condition to treat Covid-
19 patients in public and private hospitals. 

� Meanwhile, the state had placed orders to procure four lakh rapid test kits for 
quick screening and expected the arrival of 50,000 kits by April 9.  

� The Union government will also supply 20,000 kits on April 10, to support the 
state’s effort in monitoring the viral disease. 

 
� Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - announced �10 lakh solatium to 

government staff who die during Covid-19 relief work  
� This applies to police personnel, sanitary workers, staff of revenue and municipal 

administration department.  
� The Chief Minister has also announced that a member of the family will also be 

provided a job based on their educational qualification 
 

� The Puducherry government - has rolled out a new mobile application 
platform to help trace, track and contain the spread of COVID-19.  

� The platform ‘NAADI’ was developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing, Ministry of Electronics and IT 
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� It consists of two mobile apps – 112++ India for citizens and nCoV Satark for 
health agencies. 

 

STATES 

� Odisha chief minister Naveen Patnaik - announced the extension of the 
ongoing lockdown in the State up to April 30 to contain the Covid-19 
pandemic  

� He also announced closure of schools in the State till June 17. 
� With this, Odisha became the first state to extend the 21-day national lockdown. 
� The state has also decided to request the Centre to extend the national lockdown 

and not restart train and flight services in the near future 
� The Odisha government is planning to test at least one lakh people for Covid-19 

using rapid testing kits. 
� The state has reported 44 positive cases since March 15, when it first detected its 

first case.  
� The death toll in the state stands at one. 
� Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced a complete lockdown for a period 

of 21 days on March 24, 2020 to combat the spread of COVID-19 virus.  
� The lockdown was supposed to end on April 14. 

 
� The Delhi government – has announced to launch ‘Operation SHIELD’ at 21 

locations identified as ‘containment zones’ in the national capital 
� This was announced by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on April 9 
� The operation involves sealing, identifying and quarantining people, doorstep 

delivery of essential items and door-to-door checking of people 
� The name ‘SHIELD’ refers to various activities under its various letters -  

� S-Sealing of the immediate area after geographical marking 
� H-Home quarantine of all in the area 
� I-Isolation and tracing of people who have been first and second contacts 
� E-Essential supplies delivered at the doorstep 
� L-Local sanitisation and disinfection 
� D-Door-to-door checking 

� The operation intends to isolate the people having symptoms of the novel 
coronavirus infection and subject them to testing after taking samples 

� Recently, the Delhi Government had also launched 5T plan that is being 
implemented all over Delhi.  

� The 5Ts include Testing, tracing, Treatment, teamwork and tracking and 
monitoring 
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NATIONAL 

� India’s Covid-19 count - increased sharply on April 9, with states confirming 
781 new cases on a single day 

� It is the highest single day tally reported till now and 30% more than the previous 
highest of 598 recorded on April 8 

� Maharashtra led the list with 229 fresh cases — the first time any state has 
reported more than 150 new cases — followed by Tamil Nadu (96), Rajasthan 
(80), Gujarat (76) and Delhi (51). 

 

 
 

� As many as 31 deaths were reported in the country, taking the pandemic’s toll to 
232.  

� These include 15 from Maharashtra, and three in Delhi 
� The virus outbreak in Maharashtra now accounts for 20% of all cases in India and, 

more worryingly, more than 40% of all coronavirus deaths.  
� The state’s case fatality rate (CFR) rose from 6.2% on April 8 to 7.1% on April 9, 

more than double that of India’s 2.9%. 
� Gujarat also recorded its biggest spike with 76 new cases in the last 24 hours, 

representing 29% of the total cases registered so far.  
� Ahmedabad, a national Covid-19 hotspot, has so far announced 143 cases, 

more than half of Gujarat’s total.  
� In Rajasthan, 80 fresh cases for Covid-19 were reported, which is also the highest 

single day tally for the state.  
� The total count of the infected persons with the virus has surged to 463. 

� India has reported a fairly low rate of infection at 3.8 cases per million with the 
cases getting doubled once in every 4.5 days, according to Dr Harsh Vardhan, 
Union Health Minister 

� The ICMR has announced that the rate of positive cases has ranged between 3-
5% of the total 1.3 lakh samples tested till now. 
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� The Centre - has announced that all Covid-19 related protective wear, N95 
masks and ventilators will henceforth be procured centrally by the health 
ministry and then distributed to the states, instead of states buying it 
themselves. 

� The decision to centralize procurement was taken by the Empowered Group for 
ensuring availability of essential medical equipment in its meeting held on April 1. 

� The various essential medical equipment includes items such as personal 
protective equipment (PPE), masks, gloves and ventilators 

� The group that took the decision was one of 11 empowered groups constituted by 
the government in the last week of March  

� These groups were constituted to suggest measures to improve healthcare and 
get the economy on track among other things. 

 
� The Centre - announced a sanction of �15,000 crore to states under the 

‘India Covid-19 Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness 
Package’ 

� The 100% Centrally-funded scheme will be utilised for immediate COVID-19 
Emergency Response (�7,774 crore) and the balance amount for medium-term 
support between 1-4 years.  

� The funding will be provided under a mission mode approach. 
� The COVID-19 response package will be used for strengthening the national and 

state health systems and strengthening the pandemic research and multi-sector 
national institutions 

� Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced the healthcare package 
worth Rs 15000 crore in his television address to the nation on March 24, 2020. 

� The amount will be used to acquire emergency medical gear and equipment 
including personal protective equipment, isolation beds, ICUs and ventilators. 

� It would also be used to increase testing facilities and training of medical and 
paramedical staff. 

� Meanwhile, the Centre has sent 10 multi-disciplinary teams to 9 states, including 
Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka, MP, Maharashtra, Telangana 
and UP to support preparedness and containment steps 

� The teams will work closely with state governments and district administrations to 
support hospital preparedness, ventilator management and containment 
measures 

 
� The Government – has extended the data collection period for the 7th 

economic census by 6 another months, that is, till 30th September 2020 
� The announcement of the extension was made by the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation (MoSPI). 
� The economic census is the only authenticated source of information on the 

country’s large unorganized sector. 
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� The Seventh Economic Census has already been commenced on July 29 last 
year but the data collection got extended by another 6 months due to a slower 
pace of listing. 

� The economic census has been held after the gap of five years.  
� For conducting the survey, MoSPI has partnered with CSC e-governance 

Services India Ltd. 
� Under the provision of the Collection of Statistics Act, 2008, the data is collected 

by means of door-to-door surveys of each household and commercial 
establishment by engaging around 1 million people in the fieldwork 

� Indian Economic census is the census that counts the entrepreneurial units that 
are involved in any economic activities related to the agricultural or non-
agricultural sector. 

� The sectors that are taken for the census must be engaged in the production or 
distribution of goods or services. 

� The government launched a planning scheme ‘Economic Census and Surveys’ in 
1976.  

� The Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) has undertaken the first economic 
census in the collaboration with the Directorate of Economics & Statistics (DES) in 
1977. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

� The State of New York, the viral epicenter of United States - recorded a new 
single-day high of 799 Covid-19 deaths on April 9, ending the day with a toll 
of 7,067 till date. 

� The US has over 432,500 cases and over 14,830 deaths till now. 
� Spain’s coronavirus death toll slowed on April 9 

� After two days of increases, the daily death toll decreased on April 9 to 683 
people in the previous 24 hours, taking the total to 15,238.  

� Confirmed cases in Spain rose to 152,446 from 146,690. 
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� In Italy, the virus-ravaged region of Lombardy crossed the 10,000-death mark, 
accounting for 300 of the 610 deaths nationwide over the past 24 hours 

� Overall, Italy has the world’s highest coronavirus death toll, at 18,279. 
� Meanwhile, Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson spent a third night in intensive 

care unit in a London hospital 
� Britain reported 881 more fatalities due to Covid-19, bringing the country’s 

toll to 7,978, as on April 9 
� The total number of cases stood at 61,516. 

� Iran’s Health Ministry announced 117 new deaths on April 9, taking the total to 
4,110. 

� 1,634 new cases were also identified, bringing the total number of confirmed 
cases to 66,220 in the country 

 

PERSONALITIES 

� Indian billionaire Mukesh Ambani, who has a net worth of $44.3 billion - is 
the top-ranked Indian in Forbes world billionaires’ list. 

� The Reliance Industries Chairman was ranked 17th, according to the latest Forbes 
34th annual world's billionaires list. 

 

 
 

� Radhakishan Damani, who is the founder of the DMart supermarket chain, is the 
next-ranked Indian in the coveted list of billionaires. 

� Damani, who is referred to as India’s retail king, is ranked 65th of the Forbes list 
with a net worth of $16.6 billion 

� The third Indian on the list is HCL Technologies Founder Shiv Nadar who is 
ranked at the 114th position with a net worth of about $12.4 billion 

� Amazon Founder and CEO Jeff Bezos has maintained his top slot as world's 
richest man for the 3rd year in a row, with a net worth of $113 billion, followed by 
Bill Gates at the second position with assets of $98 billion 

� Bernard Arnault, Chairman and CEO of luxury magnate LVMH (LVMHF), is 
ranked as the third-wealthiest person in the world with $76 billion fortune.  

� At $67.5 billion, Warren Buffett is ranked at fourth place. 
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� The total combined net worth of this year's billionaires is $8 trillion, down from 
$8.7 trillion in 2020 

� This year, Forbes ranked 2,095 billionaires in the world, which is 58 fewer than 
last year 

� There are 241 women billionaires included on the 2020 list 
 

� Vallabhbhai Vasrambhai Marvaniya - has developed a ‘Madhuban gajar’, 
which is a biofortified carrot variety with high contents of Beta-Carotene & 
iron. 

 

 
 

� Marvaniya is a farmer scientist, hailing from the Junagarh district of Gujarat 
� Madhuban Gajar is a biofortified carrot variety that is highly nutritious 
� It has been developed through the selection method with iron content (276.7 

mg/kg) and higher Beta-Carotene content (277.75 mg/kg). 
� The new carrot variety has been cultivated in over 1000 hectares of land in 

Gujarat along with other states such as West Bengal, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh 
& Rajasthan in the last 3 years. 

� The validation trials have been conducted on this variety of carrot by the National 
Innovation Foundation (NIF), India at the Rajasthan Agricultural Research Institute 
between 2016-2017 

� The NIF is an autonomous institute under the Department of Science & 
Technology,  

� In 2017, Marvaniya has been awarded a National Award by the President of India 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

� He was also conferred with Padma Shri in 2019 for his extraordinary contribution 
to the field of agriculture, especially carrots. 

 
� US democratic candidate, Bernie Sanders - dropped out from the race of 

U.S. Presidential elections 2020 on April 8. 
� His decision enables former Vice-President Joe Biden to be named as the 

nominee of the Democratic Party against the Republican candidate, President 
Donald Trump in the next US elections. 

� Joe Biden is an American politician and a member of a democratic party.  
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� He served as 47th Vice President of the United States from 2009 to 2017. 
� In October 2015, Biden made an announcement that he will not run for the 2016 

presidential elections. 
� He announced his 2020 presidential candidacy on April 25, 2019. 
� US Presidential Elections 2020 are scheduled to be held in November 2020. 

 

PLASMA THERAPY FOR CORONAVIRUS 

TREATMENT – A REPORT 

� The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - finalized the protocol for 
practising convalescent plasma therapy for the treatment of critically ill 
COVID-19 patients on April 10, 2020. 

� India may soon begin clinical trials to explore the method of ‘plasma therapy’ as a 
potential treatment for severe COVID-19 cases 

� Following this, the medical research council will now seek approval from the 
Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) before conducting any further clinical 
trial. 

� Kerala may become the first Indian state to start the clinical trials of the therapy 
among COVID-19 patients after receiving the DGCA nod. 

� The therapy will only be used to treat only the critically-ill patients, who are on 
ventilator support. 

� In the therapy, the antibodies of the person who has recovered from the virus are 
taken and transfused into the critically-ill person to help boost his/ her immune 
system. 

� The plasma therapy was used earlier to treat patients during the outbreak of 
diseases like Ebola, SARS and MERS. 

� Countries like US, China and South Korea have adopted the technique to treat 
seriously ill coronavirus infected patients, leading to improved conditions.  
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