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� The Tamil Nadu Government
on March 20 to isolate them and tackle the spread of 

� This shows an increase of nearly 800 cases from 
people under home quarantine

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� The number of patients in hospitals
dropped to 32 on March 20,
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TAMIL NADU 

Government – placed 4,253 people on home quarantine 
March 20 to isolate them and tackle the spread of Covid

an increase of nearly 800 cases from March 19, which stood at
people under home quarantine 

The number of patients in hospitals across the state with symptoms of Covid
on March 20, from 39 a day before. 
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� The two confirmed Covid-19 positive cases — a 20-year-old barber who had 
travelled from Rampur in UP and a 21-year-old student who returned from Ireland 
— were stable and continued to recover in hospital 

� Chennai now has two quarantine facilities for COVID-19 — one at the Institute of 
Public Health (IPH), Poonamallee, and another at the Government Hospital of 
Thoracic Medicine (GHTM) at Tambaram Sanatorium besides isolation wards in 
hospitals. 

� As a precautionary measure, the Tamil Nadu government has virtually shut its 
borders with Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh in a bid to check Covid-19 
from March 21 to 31, except for the passage of essential items. 

� The Government has also announced that Regional transport offices (RTOs) in 
the state will remain shut for driving licence applicants till March 31, to prevent 
crowding at these public places 

 
� The Tamil Nadu Government – announced to grant a monthly stipend of 
�3,000 for a period of two years to young and fresh advocates in the state  

� This was announced by the minister for law, courts and prisons C Ve Shanmugam 
in the state assembly 

� The government has also decided to enhance the advocates’ clerks welfare fund 
from �2 lakh to �4 lakh 

� Besides, the government would take up the conservation and restoration of 
heritage buildings at the district munsif-cum-judicial magistrate court at Vandavasi 
in Tiruvannamalai district and district munsif court in Coimbatore, which is 
famously known as Kuthira Vandi (horse cart) court, at a cost of �10 crore. 

 

NATIONAL 

� The Government – asked both public and private hospitals to set aside 
isolation beds to combat Covid-19 

� The hospital authorities have been asked to prepare isolation facilities, procure 
sufficient numbers of ventilators, highflow oxygen masks and mobilise additional 
manpower to ensure readiness in facing the deadly disease 

� The government has been taking focused steps to ensure preparedness in terms 
of capacity-building and procurement of essential items across the entire country. 

� The hospitals have been advised not to discard any suspected Covid-19 patient 
� In an advisory to hospitals, the Union Health Ministry indicated that all pneumonia 

patients must be notified to the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme so 
that they can be tested for COVID-19 

� As per the current standards, the testing protocol was limited to those who had 
travel history to Covid-19 affected countries or those who had come in contact 
with such people 
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� All hospitals were advised to carry out a preparedness drill on March 22 — the 
day of the “Janata curfew” called by PM Narendra Modi — and the health ministry 
has issued detailed guidelines for the same. 

� The government is also considering to defer the April 1 launch of Census 2021 
and National Population Register (NPR) update, which was scheduled to kick off 
in central Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Meghalaya on 
this date 

� The consumer affairs ministry urged all the state and local governments to exempt 
e-commerce operations, including their warehousing and logistics facilities and 
services, to ensure that there is no shortage of essential items 

 

 

 
 

� The health ministry has invoked Section 10 of the Epidemic Disease Act and 
Section 10 of the Disaster Management Act to take penal action against those 
who escape isolation or did not observe home quarantine  

� The Act has provisions of up to six months of imprisonment or �1,000 fine or 
both, depending on the violation. 

� For clarifications, people are advised to use the toll free number 1075 with their 
queries. 

� Meanwhile, the Maharashtra Government ordered the shutting down of all private 
offices and shops and establishments that provide non-essential services in the 
Mumbai Metropolitan Region, Pune, Pimpri-Chinchwad and Nagpur till March 31 
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� The health ministry reported 223 confirmed cases of Covid-19 on March 20, 
recording a significant jump of 50 cases since March 19.  

� The 223 cases include 191 Indian nationals and 32 foreigners. 
� So far, 173 Covid-19 cases have been hospitalized, out of which, 23 were cured 

and four deaths were reported. 
� On March 20, 57 new cases were being reported by state authorities and 50 by 

the health ministry— by far the highest in a single day 
 

� The Lok Sabha - passed the bill to confer the status of Institution of National 
Importance (INI) on five more Indian Institutes of Information Technology 
(IIITs) at Surat, Bhopal, Bhagalpur, Agartala and Raichur.  

� The status will enable these five institutes to award B. Tech, M.Tech and Ph.D 
degrees as issued by a university or institution of national importance.  

� The bill will now be placed in Rajya Sabha. 
� The IIITs at Bhopal, Surat and Bhagalpur started their academic session from 

2017-18, Agartala in 2018-19 and Raichur in 2019-20.  
� The bill will bring them under the IIIT (Public-private Partnership) Act, 2017, 

similar to the other 15 IIITs established under the scheme through public-private 
partnership. 

� The IIIT Act of 2014 and IIIT (Public-Private Partnership) Act, 2017 were part of 
the Centre’s initiatives to impart the curriculum of information technology. 

 
� Four of the culprits in the Nirbhaya case - were hanged by the neck to death 

at 5.30am on March 20. 
� The fifth culprit, Ram Singh, was found hanging in his jail cell in March 2013, four 

months after the incident 
� The sixth convict, who was a juvenile, was let off earlier as part of a reformation 

process. 
� The execution of Pawan Gupta, 25, Vinay Sharma, 26, Akshay Kumar, 31, and 

Mukesh Kumar, 32 was the first mass hanging in Tihar Jail. 
� The last hanging in the jail was that of Parliament attack convict Afzal Guru, who 

had been hanged by a jail official 
� Pawan Jallad is the executioner who has performed the hanging 
� The execution of the these four convicts got delayed three times previously, as 

they were using all the legal remedies available to be freed from the sentence. 
� The death sentence was awarded to the four convicts by a Delhi court on 

September 13, 2013 
� The first death warrants were issued by a trial court on January 7 for January 22 

hanging but it was postponed by the court to February 1 and then further 
postponed to March 3. 

� On March 5, the trial court issued fresh death warrants for March 20. 
� A Nirbhaya fund was set up by the Centre in 2013 to fund women’s safety 

initiatives, following the recommendations of J S Verma committee 
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INTERNATIONAL 

� The world’s fastest supercomputer and IBM’s massive machine, called 
‘Summit’ - identified 77 unique chemicals that can keep the coronavirus 
from infecting a host. 

 

 
 

� A normal computer would have taken months to do this analysis, whereas it only 
took Summit a few days to arrive at the combinations. 

� Within that short time period, the team of the US department of energy (DOE) 
examined more than 7 lakh viral genomes and simulated more than 8,000 
different compounds 

� Summit was developed to solve the world’s toughest problems when DOE first 
commissioned it in 2014.  

� It can compute over 200 quadrillion calculations per second with the power of 200 
petafolds to back it up.  

� In comparison to the world’s fastest laptop — the Summit is a million times more 
powerful with processors stacked up to six feet high 

 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 

� Nepal - has announced a contribution of 10 crore Nepali rupees for the 
SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Fund.  

� The announcement was made by Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli  
� Oli had participated in the video conference on March 15 in which Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi proposed the fund and said the contribution to it be voluntary. 
 

OBITUARY 

� Pradip Kumar ‘PK’ Banerjee (83 years) 
� Pradip Kumar ‘PK’ Banerjee, a two-time Olympian, is one of the greatest 

footballers ever produced by this country 
� He represented India in 36 official matches and captained the country in six of 

them, scoring 19 goals. 



 

6 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

� PK made his international debut on December 18, 1955, against Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka) in the Quadrangular Cup in Dhaka. 
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� He was part of three consecutive Asian Games — 1958 (Tokyo), 1962 (Jakarta, 
where India won gold) and 1966 (Bangkok) — and holds the record of scoring 
maximum number of goals (six) for India. 

� He represented the country in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, in which India 
eventually finished fourth.  

� PK captained the National side in the 1960 Rome Olympics and scored the 
equaliser against France in a 1-1 draw. 

� At the domestic level, he won the Santosh Trophy thrice each for Bengal (1955, 
1958 and 1959) and Railways (1961, 1964 and 1966). 

� PK was the first footballer to be bestowed with the Arjuna Award in 1961 
� He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1990.  
� He was conferred with the FIFA Fairplay Award in 1990 and the FIFA Centennial 

Order of Merit in 2004. 
� PK coached India in four editions of the Asian Games (including the 1970 

Bangkok Asiad where the team won bronze), five Merdeka Cups, two editions of 
the Nehru Cup and other international tournaments. 

� He was the coach when India participated in Tehran (1974), New Delhi (1982) 
and Seoul (1986) Asian Games. 

� As a coach at the club level, he won 30 trophies for East Bengal and 23 for 
Mohun Bagan.  

� He was Bagan’s coach when it held Cosmos (USA) that had the legendary Pele in 
the ranks, to a 2-2 draw. 

� PK also served as a Technical Director for the Tata Football Academy from 1991-
97 and was a noted commentator. 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 

� World Sparrow Day - March 20, 2020 
 

 
 

� The observance of the day aims to raise awareness about this bird and to 
conserve it. 

� Sparrow is a common bird in India but it has reached the verge of extinction in 
urban areas. 

� The first World Sparrow Day was celebrated in 2010 
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� The Nature Forever Society of Indian environmentalist Mohammad Dilawar 
started the celebration of this day
sparrows. 

� There are 26 species of sparrow worldwide 
� in the last 40 years, sparrow numbers have decreased by 60% in India,

recent survey by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
 

Covid-19 – An update as on March 21, 2020
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The Nature Forever Society of Indian environmentalist Mohammad Dilawar 
the celebration of this day to highlight the rapid decline in 

There are 26 species of sparrow worldwide and 5 of them are found in India.
in the last 40 years, sparrow numbers have decreased by 60% in India,
recent survey by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

An update as on March 21, 2020
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The Nature Forever Society of Indian environmentalist Mohammad Dilawar 
the rapid decline in the population of 

5 of them are found in India. 
in the last 40 years, sparrow numbers have decreased by 60% in India, as per a 

An update as on March 21, 2020 

 


