
 

1 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 

 

 

TAMIL NADU 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - constituted a special task force to 

monitor the preventive measures taken against the spread of Covid-19 in 
Tamil Nadu on March 17. 

 Chief secretary K Shanmugam has been appointed as the Head of the 29-
member task force 

 The Chief secretary asked all administrative heads to cut down the number of 
official meetings to a bare minimum and choose apps like „Zoom Cloud 
Meetings‟ that will allow videoconferencing of up to 100 people. 

 
 He also highlighted the roles and responsibilities of various departments in 

tackling the Covid-19 disease.  
 The health department will work as the nodal office for the task force. 
 It will assist in establishing control rooms, ensuring availability of kits including 

scanners, masks and disinfectants, offering intensive education, coordinating 
prevention, creating isolation rooms in hospitals and issuing guidelines to 
doctors.  

 The district collectors will have the power to supervise and issue instructions to 
departments and agencies in all districts except Chennai, where Greater 
Chennai Corporation commissioner will exercise these powers. 

 They will ensure social distancing and disinfecting public spaces.  
 The transport department, along with health and police departments, will identify 

and „quarantine‟ patients with flulike symptoms entering or leaving border. 
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 The 29-member task force, meanwhile, will regularly review the compliance of 
Government‟s orders on preventing the spread of the disease. 

 The Special Task Force would include Secretaries of Departments of Health, 
Rural Development, Municipal Administration and Water Supplies, Revenue 
Administration and Disaster Management, Labour and Employment, Transport, 
Information and Technology, Public and Rehabilitation and Industries 

 Other members of the Task Force includes the Commissioner of Revenue 
Administration, the Director General of Police, the Director of Medical Education, 
the Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, the Director of Medical 
and Rural Health Services, the General Manager of Southern Railway, the 
Director of Chennai airport, the Chairman of the Chennai Port Trust, and one 
public health expert each from the government and the private sectors. 

 So far, the state has separated 2645 passengers in home quarantine and 24 
people are on hospital isolation 

 
 The state government - announced that deep sea fishermen will be given 

500 satellite phones at a subsidy of 75%, to prevent their missing during 
turbulent weather while out in the sea 

 Fisheries minister D Jayakumar announced in the assembly on March 17 that a 
sum of ₹3.75 crore had been allocated for this purpose. 

 The Government has also decided to provide motors for the boats of traditional 
fishermen. 

 A total of 1,000 traditional fishermen will get this facility at a subsidy of 40% or at 
the maximum price of ₹48,000.  

 For this purpose the government had sanctioned ₹4.80 crore 
 Also, the recently formed enforcement wing of the fisheries department will get 

new buildings for its units in four districts of the state — Pudukottai, Thanjavur, 
Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli.  

 The wing was allotted a fund of Rs 3 crore to get surveillance equipment and 
other electronic gadgets.  

 The wing has a total of 18 units in the state.  
 All these units will be provided with both the surveillance equipment and the 

electronic gadgets  
 

 Chennai Metrowater – to have its first solar energy plant by mid-May 2020. 
 It will be constructed on the premises of Chembarambakkam water treatment 

plant 
 The water agency has invited expression of interest from bidders through e-

procurement portal for the first time 
 In order to make use of renewable energy and decrease its power expenses, the 

Metrowater has tied up with the National Institute of Wind Energy (NIWE) for the 
project. 
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 The NIWE would provide technical support and help execute the project in 
vacant sites of Metrowater. 

 On an average, the electricity bill comes to nearly 30%-40% of Metrowater‟s total 
expenditure 

 Of the total power requirement of 100 MW to operate water facilities, nearly 25 
MW is planned to be generated through solar plants. 

 The Chembarambakkam facility has a capacity to treat about 530 million litres of 
water drawn from the lake daily. 

STATES 
 On March 17, Maharashtra recorded its first Covid-19 casualty, which was 

the country’s third  
 A 63-year-old man who was undergoing treatment at Kasturba Hospital 

succumbed to the deadly disease in Maharashtra 
 Of the 40 people now in public hospitals in the state, one is critical, seven have 

mild symptoms, and the rest are showing no symptoms. 
 The senior citizen had returned to the city from a business trip in Dubai on March 

5. 
 Earlier, a 76-year-old man from Kalaburagi in Karnataka with a travel history to 

Saudi Arabia and a 68-year-old woman in Delhi, whose son had tested positive, 
died from the infection. 

 
 The Uttarakhand government - invoked the Essential Services Maintenance 

Act (Esma) on health department staff, thereby restraining them from 
taking part in any strike for the next six months. 

 The move is aimed to tackle the spread of novel coronavirus in the state 
 The state has announced that no health department employee, including doctors 

and paramedics, would be allowed to take part in any form of strike for the next 
six months as their services would be needed in combating coronavirus. 

 The development comes a day after some OBC employees in the department 
were planning to join the strike against the Supreme Court‟s ruling on 
reservations in promotion 

NATIONAL 
 The Government - asked private hospitals to reserve beds for isolation of 

patients with the symptoms of coronavirus 
 It had also issued separate guidelines for testing and notifying of positive 

patients by private institutions including hospitals and laboratories on March 17. 
 The guidelines issued by the government also include clinical management of 

the disease and protocol for handling of bodies of the deceased.  
 The government has also decided to include private laboratories to strengthen 

the testing network. 
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 The price of testing is expected to range between Rs 9,000 and Rs 12,000. 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is planning to establish 51 

testing centres apart from the private sector operated ones. 
 These centres will be authorized by National Accreditation Board for Testing and 

Calibration Laboratories (NABL).  
 Already, there are 72 ICMR labs doing the tests 
 The private labs have been asked to collect samples from doorsteps to avoid risk 

of infection.  
 These labs should ensure appropriate biosafety and biosecurity precautions, 

while collecting samples.  
 Alternatively, a disease-specific separate collection site may be created, as per 

the guidelines. 
 Once the validation process is complete, private labs are likely to start testing 

from next week. 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research has requested the labs to do the tests 

free of cost 
 Positive Covid-19 cases rose to 137 on March 17 including three deaths, 

according to the estimates provided by the Health ministry.  
 Maharashtra continues to top the list at 36, followed by Kerala with 24, Uttar 

Pradesh at 14 and Karnataka at 11. 
 The Government has raised the price of platform tickets from Rs10 to Rs 50 at 

important stations and Rs 20 at smaller stations to deter crowds 

 
 Afghanistan, Philippines and Malaysia have been added to the list of nations 

from where direct flights to India were suspended till the month-end.  
 Air India has suspended all flights between India & Europe, while IndiGo and 

GoAir, too, have cancelled international flights. 
 ICMR will share SOPs for laboratory testing and provide positive controls for 

establishing the test as soon as the private laboratory concerned has procured 
the primers, probes and reagents.  

 Adoption of commercial kits for testing should be based on validations conducted 
by ICMR, National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune 
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 According to the World Health Organisation‟s estimates, only 20% patients 
progress to severe and critical illness and require supportive care interventions, 
such as oxygen and ventilation. 

 The readiness was dependent on risk assessment taking into account age, travel 
history, contact tracing and co-morbidities of samples which have been collected 
so far.  

 With 137 positive cases detected so far in the country, over 5,700 people who 
have come in contact are under surveillance.  

 Besides, 69,436 people are under community surveillance 
 

 
 Earlier on March 16, the government had banned the entry of passengers from 

European Union countries, Turkey and the UK till March 31. 
 The Union Culture Ministry on March 17 ordered the closure of all 3,691 

Centrally-protected monuments and ancient sites as well as those maintained by 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 The home ministry – announced in Lok Sabha that 12,426 immovable 

properties across 23 States/UTs in the country, valued at nearly 1 lakh 
crore, and enemy shares of 302 companies are currently under the 
custodian of enemy property of India. 

 These enemy properties were once owned by persons who migrated to Pakistan 
and China decades ago 
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 MoS (Home) G Kishan Reddy shared the details of enemy properties in written 
reply to a question in the Lok Sabha 

 As per the Minister, the maximum of these enemy properties were located in UP 
(5,936), followed by West Bengal (4,301), Delhi (659) and Goa (295).  

 After the Indo-China war of 1962 and Indo-Pakistan war of 1965, the Enemy 
Property Act was enacted in 1968 to regulate such properties and spell out the 
powers of custodian. 

 „Enemy property‟ refers to any property belonging to, held or managed on behalf 
of an enemy, an enemy subject or an enemy firm. 

 
 The Lok Sabha– passes two bills, one on aircrafts and another on 

termination of pregnancy, on March 17 
 The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 was tabled in the lower house of the 

Parliament by Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri. 
 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020, which seeks to 

amend the 1971 Act, was passed by a voice vote.  
 The bill seeks to extend the upper limit for permitting abortions from the present 

20 weeks to 24 weeks for “special categories of women” which include rape 
survivors, differently-abled and minors. 

 The House also passed another bill, which seeks to improve India's aviation 
safety ratings. 

 The Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 provides statutory backing to three 
regulatory bodies - the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), bureau of 
civil aviation security (BCAS) and the aircraft accident investigation bureau 
(AAIB), which were set up under executive order.  

 The bill seeks to exclude the aircraft belonging to the country's armed forces 
outside the purview of the Aircraft Act, 1934. 

 It also proposes to increase the fine amount for violations of new rules from Rs 
10 lakh to Rs 1 crore. 

 Further, the Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 allows the central government to 
cancel licences, certificates or approvals granted to an individual under the Act if 
the person contravenes any of the act‟s provisions 

 The bill also proposes the compounding of certain offences under the Act, which 
includes flying to cause danger to any person or property and contravention to 
any directions issued by the Director General of the regulatory bodies 

 Further, the bill proposes that only courts equivalent or superior to a magistrate 
of the first class or metropolitan magistrate may hear the offences under the Act. 

 The aircraft belonging to the Indian Air Force, Navy or the Army will be exempted 
from the provisions of the Aircraft Act 

 The Aircraft Act, 1934, regulates the manufacture, possession, use, operation, 
sale, import and export of civil aircraft and licensing of aerodromes.  
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SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 The Supreme Court - upheld the right of serving Short Service Commission 

(SSC) women officers of the Navy to be granted permanent commission 
(PC) on a par with their male counterparts on March 17. 

 The Supreme Court quashed the government‟s decision to restrict it to only 
specified branches, stressing on the need to overcome all such discrimination. 

 A bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud and Ajay Rastogi noted that gender 
discrimination cannot be allowed in the Navy on the “illusory” ground that male 
officers are more suited for certain duties by virtue of their physiological 
characteristics 

 The court said engagement of women in the Navy in regard to the grant of PCs 
is to governed by Regulation 203 which did not discriminate on the basis of 
gender.  

 It dismissed the contentions of the Centre that sailing in the Indian Navy is not a 
proper job for women and there were practical difficulties in granting PC to 
women officers due to various reasons, including absence of toilet facilities in 
certain class of ships, especially those of Russian origin 

 The Permanent Commission provides an officer the option of serving the nation 
until his/ her retirement. 

 Till now, the Indian Navy recruited unmarried male and female candidates for its 
Short Service Commission (SSC) in the Education branch and only unmarried 
males for its Permanent Commission (PC) in the Executive branch. 

 The Supreme Court had ruled in February 2020 that women officers in the Short 
Service Commission (SSC) of the Indian Army will be eligible to take up the 
command posting and permanent commission. 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Bangladesh - celebrated 100th birth anniversary of Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman on March 17, 2020 
 Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi participated in the celebrations through 

video conferencing. 

 
 Sheikh Mujbur Rahman is called the father of Bangladesh.  
 He was the first president of Bangladesh and later he served as the Prime 

Minister of Bangladesh between 1971 and 1975.  
 He was assassinated in 1975. 
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PERSONALITIES 
 Former State Bank of India (SBI) chairperson, Arundhati Bhattacharya – is 

announced to head the Indian operations of Salesforce, one of the world’s 
leaders in customer relationship management (CRM) software 

 
 The $17-billion US company announced that Bhattacharya will join on April 20 as 

chairperson and CEO for India.  
 Bhattacharya served SBI for 40 years, after joining the bank as a probationary 

officer. 
 She retired from India‟s biggest bank, SBI, in October 2017 
 In 2016, she was listed as the 25th most powerful woman in the world by Forbes. 
 Bhattacharya is on many boards including those of Reliance Industries, Wipro, 

and Piramal Enterprises.  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 A team of researchers of the Precision Vaccines Program (PVP) at Boston 

Children’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School in the US - are developing 
a vaccine for the elderly to guard against the novel coronavirus.  

 The team is planning to combine the spike protein of the novel coronavirus with 
known vaccine „adjuvants‟.  

 In general, adjuvants are agents which are added to a vaccine to boost the 
recipient‟s immune response to produce more antibodies and longer-lasting 
immunity. 

 Currently, the antigen that is being used for vaccine development is the spike 
protein from the novel coronavirus .  

 This protein sits on top of the spikes on the virus and mediates coronavirus entry 
into human cells.  

 The antibodies developed by the immune system act against this spike protein to 
prevent further infection.  

 The research is being funded by the USNIH, specifically the National Institute of 
Allergy & Infectious Diseases (NIAID) in US.  

 

DEFENCE 
 Tejas, the made in India Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) - completed its 

maiden test on March 17, 2020 after Final Operational Clearance (FOC) 

 
 This first flight of LCA Tejas was held in Bangalore 
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 The aircraft was commanded by Air Commodore, A. Muthana, who is also the 
Chief Test Pilot of HAL 

 HAL completed the test flight within a record 12 months of the issuance of the 
Drawing Applicability List (DAL) 

 The LCA Tejas was accorded FOC by the military aviation certifying agencies in 
February 2019. 

 Earlier, Tejas had completed a major test to join the Navy on September 13, 
2019 

 Tejas became the first aircraft in the country to achieve the milestone of 
performing arrested landing at the coastal test facility in Goa by officials of 
DRDO and Aeronautical Development Agency 

 This fighter aircraft has been designed and developed by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) and Aeronautical Development Agency.  

 Tejas is part of the 45th Squadron 'Flying Daggers' of the Indian Air Force. 
 
 African Lion, the annual military exercise organized by US-Africa 

Command (AFRICOM) - was called off to minimize the risk of exposure to 
deadly COVID-19 

 
 African Lion was scheduled to take place from March 23 to April 04 in Morocco, 

Senegal, and Tunisia with 3,800 US troops from Marine Corps, US Army, Air 
Force, and US Navy.  

 The African Lion also had a plan to include 5,000 troops from Morocco. 
 It is the largest military exercise done by US Army in Africa 
 African Lion is an annual military exercise that has been designed to improve 

mutual understanding, technologies, and transfer of knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


