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STATE 

1. Maharashtra sees Cabinet expansion with Ajit Pawar 

returning as Deputy CM 

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) leader Ajit Pawar was 

sworn in on Monday for a record fourth time as the 

Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra in the expanded 

Cabinet of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government. 

The Sena inducted 12 Ministers (eight Cabinet and four 

MoS), while the NCP took 13 Ministers, with nine Cabinet 

and four MoS. The Congress has 10 Ministers (eight 

Cabinet and two MoS). The Cabinet can have 43 

ministerial berths, including a Chief Minister, since the 

size of the Council of Ministers should be 15% of the 

strength of the Assembly, which has 288 members. 

 

2. City records coldest day temperature in 118 years 

With a maximum temperature of 9.4 degrees Celsius, the 

Capital recorded its coldest day temperature on Monday, 

according to data available with the Meteorological 

Department since 1901. The minimum temperature was 

2.6 degrees Celsius, four degrees below normal. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                      

31| December 
 

www.appolosupport.com 

NATIONAL 

1. Outgoing Army Chief Bipin Rawat appointed as India’s 

first Chief of Defence Staff 

The outgoing Army chief, Gen. Bipin Rawat, was on 

Monday appointed as the country‘s first Chief of Defence 

Staff (CDS), a day before he was to step down on 

superannuation. 

Last week, the Union Cabinet approved the creation of the 

post of CDS, who will be a four star General and function 

as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister 

and also as the Permanent Chairman, Chiefs of Staff 

Committee (COSC). The CDS will head the new 

Department of Military Affairs in the Defence Ministry 

and function as a Secretary to Government. 

 

2. PAN-Aadhaar linking deadline extended till March, 

2020: CBDT 

―The due date for linking of PAN with Aadhaar as 

specified under sub-section 2 of section 139AA of the 

Income-tax Act, 1961 has been extended from December 

31, 2019 to March 31, 2020,‖ the department said on its 

official Twitter handle. 

 

3. Overall green cover rises, but north-east records dip 

The forest cover in the country increased by 3,976 square 

kilometres (sqkm) but with the sharpest declines in the 

northeastern States of Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and 

Mizoram, according to the 2019 edition of the India State 

of Forest Report (ISFR) that was made public on Monday. 
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At 712,249 sqkm, the forest cover constituted 21.67% of the 

nation‘s geographical area or 0.12% more than last year. 

The top three States showing an increase in forest cover 

are Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

The total carbon stock of the country was estimated at 

7124 million tons, which is an increase of 42.6 million tons 

from the last assessment. 

 

4. Kerala tops SDG index; Bihar at last rank 

India‘s composite score has improved from 57 in 2018 to 

60 in 2019, thereby showing noticeable progress. The 

maximum gains been made in Goals 6 (clean water and 

sanitation), 9 (industry, innovation, and infrastructure) 

and 7 (affordable and clean energy). All three states that 

were in the ‗Aspirant‘ category (with score/s in the range 

of 0–49)—Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam—have 

graduated to the ‗Performer‘ category (50–64).  

 

Five states—Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Goa, 

and Sikkim—moved up from the ‗Performer‘ category to 

the ‗Front Runner‘ category (65–99). Kerala achieved the 

first rank in the composite SDG Index with a score of 70, 

followed by Himachal Pradesh at 69. Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana, and Tamil Nadu ranked at the third position 

with the score of 67.  

 

The biggest improvers since 2018 are UP (which has 

moved from the 29th position to the 23rd), Orissa (23rd to 

15th), and Sikkim (15th to 7th). While Bihar improved its  
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score from 48 in 2018 to 50 in 2019, it still has a long way 

to go in achieving the targets. 
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5. AFSPA extended in Nagaland for six months 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has declared the 

entire State of Nagaland as a ―disturbed area‖ for six more 

months, under the controversial Armed Forces (Special 

Powers) Act (AFSPA) which empowers security forces to 

conduct operations anywhere and arrest anyone without 

prior notice. The AFSPA has been in force in the Northeast 

since 1958. Nagaland got statehood in 1963. 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

1. Al-Qaeda ally claims responsibility for Somalia blast 

that killed 90 people 

Islamist group al Shabaab on Monday claimed 

responsibility for a bomb blast in Mogadishu that killed at 

least 90 people over the weekend while Somalia said a 

foreign government that it did not identify helped plan 

the attack. 

 

2. Brazil fines Facebook $1.6 million for improper sharing 

of user data 

Brazil's Ministry of Justice said on Monday it fined U.S. 

tech giant Facebook Inc 6.6 million reais ($1.6 million) for 

improperly sharing user data. 
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1. New New Delhi: Triangular Parliament with spires, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan biodiversity park 

A new Parliament building with a triangular edifice with 

three spires, an underground shuttle service to connect all 

offices, a new home for the Prime Minister, an iconic 

installation to mark India at 75 — these are some of the 

features of the Central government‘s ambitious 

redevelopment project of the Central Vista in New Delhi. 

 

In October, Gujarat-based HCP Design, Planning & 

Management Pvt Ltd, headed by Dr Bimal Patel, beat five 

bidders and bagged the project, which is expected to be 

completed by 2024. 

 

2. General Bipin Rawat retires as Army Chief, begins as 

Chief of Defence Staff 

A day before his retirement as Army Chief, the 

government Monday appointed General Bipin Rawat as 

the first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), a post meant to 

enhance the quality of military advice to the political 

leadership through integration of service inputs. 
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3. Sustainable Development Goals: Kerala retains No. 1 

slot, Bihar at bottom, UP is highest gainer 

Kerala retained the top slot while Bihar came out as the 

worst performer in NITI Aayog‘s SDG India Index 2019, 

which assesses each state and Union Territory‘s 

achievement regarding sustainable development goals 

(SDG) such as good health, quality education, gender 

equality, clean water and sanitation, reduction in 

hunger and poverty, among others. 

 

Kerala had the top rank among states with a score of 70, 

while Bihar has lowest score of 50. 

 

4. Pune’s love for stars, sky gazing finds mention in 

Mann ki Baat 

During his hour-long address on December 29, he 

highlighted the works undertaken mainly by two of 

Pune‘s prime astronomy institutes — Inter University 

Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) and 

TIFR-National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA). 

 

5. Forest cover up but large tracts of dense forest have 

turned non-forest 

The biennial State of Forest Report (SFR), released 

Monday by Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar, 

announced an overall gain of 3,976 sq km of forests in 

India since 2017. But hidden in the not-so-fine print of 
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the report is a loss of 2,145 sq km of dense forests that 

have become non-forests in those two years. 

 

The 2019 report also recorded an increase of 1,212 sq 

km in tree cover. The 3,976 sq km increase reported in 

forest cover was largely achieved through a net gain of 

3,661 sq km of open forests in non-forest areas since 

2017. 

 

The top five states to have shown an increase in forest 

cover include Karnataka (1,025 sq km), Andhra 

Pradesh (990 sq km), Kerala (823 sq km), J&K (371 sq 

km) and Himachal Pradesh (334 sq km),‘‘ he said. 

 

The total forest cover of the country is 7,12,249 sq km 

which is 21.67% of the geographical area of the 

country. The tree cover of the country is estimated as 

95,027 sq km which is 2.89% of the geographical area. 

 

Area wise Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover 

in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra. 
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