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STATE 

1. Opposition plans a grand show of unity at Soren’s 

swearing-in 

Hemant Soren, executive president of the Jharkhand 

Mukthi Morcha, will assume charge as the 11th Chief 

Minister of Jharkhand at the Morabadi ground in Ranchi 

on Sunday. 

 

2. Northeast monsoon enters its last leg in Tamil Nadu 

Since Oct. 1, T.N. has received 45.2 cm of rainfall — 2% 

more than its average 

The northeast monsoon has entered its last leg over the 

State, with the Meteorological Department predicting 

largely dry weather over the next three days. There are 

chances of light rain in some coastal areas till the year-end. 

 

Tamil Nadu may end up with normal Northeast monsoon 

this year, as it has touched its average rainfall for the 

season. It has received 45.2 cm of rainfall, which is 2% 

more than its average of 44.2 cm for the season, since 

October 1. 

 

3. Mosquitoes to be mapped across State 

Mosquitoes and the diseases they transmit have always 

been a major public health concern. The Directorate of 

Public Health and Preventive Medicine plans to map the 
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area-specific prevalence of different breeds of mosquitoes 

to aid in taking up appropriate control measures. 

 

―We continuously monitor breeding of Aedes mosquitoes 

that cause dengue and chikungunya, Culex mosquitoes 

that cause Japanese Encephalitis and female Anopheles 

that cause malaria,‖ he said. 

 

4. Spanish firm takes up waste collection 

Over the last few days, garbage collection and disposal in 

seven zones of the Greater Chennai Corporation has been 

done by a Spanish firm, Urbaser. 

 

 

 

NATIONAL 

1. FPI flows cross ₹1-lakh crore in 2019 

The year 2019 saw foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 

betting big on Indian equities with total inflows breaching 

the ₹1 lakh-crore mark only for the fourth time ever and 

the first since 2013. 

 

According to data from the National Securities Depository 

Ltd. (NSDL), FPIs have been net buyers at a little over ₹1 

lakh crore in the current calendar year, the highest since 

2013 when they net bought Indian shares worth ₹1.13 lakh 

crore. 
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Incidentally, FPIs have been net buyers at more than ₹1 

lakh crore in a calendar year only on four occasions – 

2019, 2013, 2012 and 2010 – with the highest single-year 

flows registered in 2010 at ₹1.33 lakh crore. 

 

 
 

 

2. IMD issues alert as cold wave sweeps north 

With frigid air sweeping through north India, 

temperatures plummeted to the season’s lowest in Delhi 

and neighbouring States on Saturday, with many places 

recording a minimum below 2° Celsius. The cold wave 

was not expected to relent until the New Year. 

 

Dense fog reduced visibility and disrupted air, rail and 

road traffic. In Haryana’s Rewari district, two people died 
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and 12 were injured in a pile-up of 15 vehicles on the 

Delhi-Jaipur highway due to dense fog. 

 

3. Resul Pookutty to produce film on runaway children 

Oscar-winning sound engineer Resul Pookutty on 

Saturday said he was planning to produce a film on 

runaway children in India. 

 

Pukootty, who won the Academy Award for Best Sound 

Mixing for Slumdog Millionaire in 2009, was here to 

attend a programme organised by the Samatol 

Foundation, an NGO working for the uplift and 

rehabilitation of runaway children. 

 

―I was inspired and moved by a book titled Runaway 

Children written by S. Hariharan. I decided to make a film 

on the lives of the children who run away from their 

homes for different reasons.... I am going to produce this 

film,‖ he said. 

 

4. No extra charge on payments via RuPay, UPI from 

January 1 

Digital transactions made using RuPay credit cards, or 

UPI QR codes will not face additional charges for 

merchants or customers from the beginning of next year, 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Saturday. 

 

At 2.4°C, Delhi shivers on second coldest winter morning 

since 1992  
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Saturday morning was the second coldest day in Delhi 

since 1992, with the minimum temperature touching 2.4 

degrees Celsius, five notches lower than the season's 

normal, according to the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD). 

The air quality in the city also plummeted to ―severe‖ 

category and is expected to remain at that level on Sunday 

and Monday, according to government-run monitoring 

agency System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting 

and Research (SAFAR). 

 

5. Vijay Kumar appointed Kashmir IGP 

Vijay Kumar, an Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of the 

1997 batch, was appointed the Inspector-General of Police 

(IGP), Kashmir, on Saturday. 

 

Mr. Kumar has received three gallantry medals from the 

Central government for his role in anti-terror operations.  

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

1. One dead, more than 2,500 evacuated as Cyclone Sarai 

lashes Fiji 

One person was killed in Fiji and one is missing as tropical 

cyclone Sarai battered the South Pacific nation with strong 

wind and heavy rain, authorities said on Sunday. 

 



                                                                                                                      

29| December 
 

www.appolosupport.com 

2. Samoa ends measles state of emergency as infection rate 

slows 

The South Pacific island nation of Samoa has lifted a six 

week-state of emergency after the infection rate from a 

measles outbreak that has swept the country started to 

come under control. 
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1. Centre to focus on increasing share of natural gas in 

energy basket: Union minister 

The Centre will focus on increasing the share of natural 

gas from 6 per cent to 15 per cent in India’s energy 

basket, Union Minister for Petroleum, Natural Gas, and 

Steel, Dharmendra Pradhan, said in Pune on Saturday. 

Pradhan made the comments after performing the 

ground-breaking ceremony of a CNG filling station of 

Torrent Gas at Jategaon near Pune on Saturday. 

 

2. Kashmir I-G who oversaw Article 370 scrapping 

replaced 

The Jammu and Kashmir administration on Saturday 

appointed Vijay Kumar as the new Inspector General (I-

G), Kashmir. The 1997-batch IPS officer replaces 

Swayam Prakash Pani, who will take office as Inspector 

General (Armed) Police. 

Kumar has served as Superintendent of Police in 

Awantipora, Kulgam and Kupwara districts of 

Kashmir, and as Deputy I-G (DIG), South Kashmir, and 
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DIG, Traffic. He has also served in CRPF as DIG, 

Commando Battalions for Resolute Action (CoBRA), on 

deputation in 2015. 

Kumar was repatriated to the J&K cadre earlier this 

year and appointed IGP (Armed) in June 2019. 

 

3. MaharashtraFarmers whose loan dues exceed Rs 2 

lakh not eligible for waiver 

FOUR DAYS after the Maharashtra Cabinet approved 

farm loan waiver of up to Rs 2 lakh, the state 

cooperation department on Friday issued a government 

resolution (GR) stating that farmers with an 

outstanding amount of more than Rs 2 lakh as on 

September 30 will not be eligible for the waiver. 

The Jyotirao Phule Farmer Loan Waiver Scheme is 

likely to benefit around 40 lakh farmers. It is estimated 

to put an additional burden of Rs 30,000 crore on the 

government. 

 

4. J&K to observe Accession Day as public holiday, 

parties slam new calendar 

In a first, Jammu and Kashmir will observe a public 

holiday on October 26 to mark Accession Day. 

Maharaja Hari Singh, the last Dogra ruler of the 

erstwhile princely state of Jammu and Kashmir, had 

signed the Instrument of Accession on this date in 1947. 

This comes after the J&K and Ladakh authorities 

dropped Martyrs’ Day and the birth anniversary of 

National Conference founder Sheikh Abdullah, on July 
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13 and December 5, respectively, from its list of 

gazetted holidays. 

 

5. Article 370, citizenship Bill among top Google 

searches in India this year 

A breakdown of Google searches in 2019 for ―370‖, 

―CAB‖, ―NRC‖, and ―Ayodhya‖ shows that people in 

almost half the states searched for ―CAB‖ more than 

any other term this year. 

The 10th-most searched phrase was ―PM Kisan 

Yojana‖. 

 
 

6. Will consult states before NRC… may or may not use 

NPR data for it: Law Minister 
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