
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROUP I INTERVIEW 

PROGRAMME 

 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

27.12.2019 

 

 



                                                                                                                      

27| December 
 

www.appolosupport.com 

 

 

STATE 

1. T.N. CM requests Modi to include State in Atal Bhujal 

Yojana 

The scheme, being implemented at a cost of Rs. 6,000 crore, 

intends to strengthen participatory and sustainable 

groundwater management at 8,350 village panchayats in 78 

districts of seven States, including Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 

Pradesh.  

Pointing to the exclusion of Tamil Nadu, Mr. Palaniswami 

highlighted that 541 of the 1,166 firkas in the State fell under 

„critical‟ and „over-exploited‟ categories in terms of 

groundwater. 

2. Tamil Nadu takes the top spot in Good Governance Index 

 

The Good Governance Index was released by the Union 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions on 

Wednesday. 

 

The State, however, lags behind its competitors in terms of 

commerce and industries 
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Tamil Nadu has topped the Good Governance Index among 18 

big States in the country. The State was ranked among the top 

five in six parameters, including public infrastructure, judicial 

and public security and public health, among others. However, 

it lagged behind its competitors in the ranking for commerce 

and industries. 

  

The Index takes 10 sectors into consideration: agriculture and 

allied, commerce & industries, human resource development, 

public health, public infrastructure & utilities, economic 

governance, social welfare & development, judicial & public 

security, environment and citizen-centric governance. 

Performance in these sectors is measured on the basis of 50 

indicators. 
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3. Shortage of assistant engineers hits routine work in southern 

parts 

 

The absence of lower-level officials, who manage day-to-day 

civic works, including solid waste management, fixing of 

potholes, paving of new roads, streetlight maintenance, local 

infrastructure development, maintenance of parks, 

encroachment removal and awarding planning permits, has 

resulted in the piling up of civic works. 

 

4. Fishing hamlets mark tsunami anniversary 

The anniversary of the 2004 tsunami was observed in many 

fishing hamlets 

Fisheries Minister D. Jayakumar, who participated in a 

remembrance ceremony in Kasimedu, said a total of 8,800 

persons died in Tamil Nadu in the tsunami. 

 

5. Higher Education department has sanctioned a one-time grant 

of Rs. 24.15 crore to the University of Madras to complete a 

multi-storey building on Taramani campus. 

 

 

NATIONAL 

1. NPR: house-to-house verification planned 

Data on parents, place of birth to be gathered; register already 

has data of 119 crore residents 

The Narendra Modi government proposes to update the 

existing National Population Register, which already has an 

electronic database of more than 119 crore residents, by 
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verifying the details of all respondents through house-to-house 

enumeration, according to an official manual on conducting the 

fresh NPR exercise. 

The NPR exercise has become controversial because the 

Citizenship Rules 2003 link the Population Register to the 

creation of a National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) or 

National Register of Citizens. 

 April-Sept. 2020 

Data for the NPR was first collected in 2010, and updated in 

2015. The Modi Government has proposed that the next phase 

of NPR will be conducted along with Census exercise between 

April to September 2020. 

The manual requires the “inclusion of all new residents, new 

households found in the local area during the field work”. 

 

The 2010 NPR form collected details on 15 parameters whereas 

a “pretest” form that was used to collect data on a trial basis 

from 30 lakh people in September this year, sought additional 

details on columns such as “place of birth of father and mother, 

last place of residence” etc.. 

It also added details such as Aadhaar number, voter ID card 

number, mobile phone number and driving license number. 

2.  Former ISRO scientist Nambi Narayanan to get ₹ 1.3 crore 

The Cabinet has decided in principle to give ₹1.3 crore to 

former Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) scientist 
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The amount is in addition to the ₹50 lakh provided by the State 

on the basis of the Supreme Court order and the ₹10 lakh 

recommended by the National Human Rights Commission to 

Mr. Narayanan.  

3. People perform ‘half burials’ of children 

Despite efforts to clear misconceptions surrounding the solar 

eclipse, people in parts of Karnataka continued to follow 

practices that are not founded in science. Among the bizarre 

were cases of children with disabilities being buried neck deep 

in compost pits during the eclipse in Kalaburagi, Vijayapura 

and Tumakuru districts, with the belief that it would cure 

them. 

4.  Revamp of railway freight and passenger fares likely 

The Railways is mulling “rationalising” of charges for both 

passenger and freight services, Railway Board Chairman V.K. 

Yadav said on Thursday. 

5. The Election Commission on Thursday reviewed 

preparations for election to the Delhi Assembly, the term of 

which will end on February 22. 

The current term of the 70-member Delhi Assembly had started 

on February 23, 2015, after the Aam Aadmi Party won 67 seats 

in the elections held on February 7, 2015. 

6.  Kerala Cabinet clears seat revision in LSGIs 

All urban and rural local bodies will have one more member 

The Cabinet has decided to promulgate an ordinance for 

amending the Kerala Panchayati Raj Act and the Kerala 
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Municipality Act for revising the number of seats in all local 

self-government institutions (LSGIs). 

All urban and rural local bodies will have one more member. 

At present, the minimum number of members in a grama 

panchayat has been fixed at 13 and the maximum at 23. 

 

7.  Kerala plans detention centre for foreigners; set for 

headcount 

 

8. Students leading crowds to carry out arson and violence is 

not leadership, the outgoing Army chief, General Bipin Rawat, 

said on Thursday, in an apparent reference to the protests 

across the country against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act 

(CAA). 
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9. Different stages of the annular solar eclipse as seen from 

Dindigul in Tamil Nadu on Thursday. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

Oil nears $68, highest in three months 

The roughly 17-month trade war between U.S. and China has 

hit the global growth and demand for oil, weighing on crude 

prices for most of the year. 

The roughly 17-month trade war between U.S. and China has 

hit the global growth and demand for oil, weighing on crude 

prices for most of the year. 
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Oil rose towards $68 a barrel to its highest in over three months 

on Thursday, buoyed by a report showing lower U.S. crude 

inventories, hopes of an end to the China-U.S. trade dispute 

and OPEC-led efforts to constrain supply. 
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1. 1. Good Governance Index: 

(i) Tamil Nadu tops among big states 

(ii) Puducherry best-governed UT 

(iii) Tamil Nadu has topped the Good Governance Index 

released by the Centre, followed by Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh. 

 
 

2. Earthquake Disaster Risk Index:  

(i) Ratnagiri at high risk for casualties  

(ii) Mumbai, Pune in „high exposure‟ category 
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(iii) The report, prepared by National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) 

 

 

3. The Kerala cabinet on Thursday approved a 

recommendation that former ISRO scientist Nambi Narayanan 

be paid Rs 1.3 crore as compensation for his unlawful arrest. 

4. 2019 December could be the second coldest for Delhi since 

1901. 

5. Calcutta HC issues interim stay on deportation of 

Rohingya couple to Myanmar. 
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