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STATE 

1. Establish Pocso courts by Jan. 30: SC 

The Supreme Court has fixed a deadline of January 30, 2020 for 

the establishment of special courts for exclusive trial of offences 

under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso) 

Act of 2012 in Tamil Nadu. It has ordered that at least one 

special court be established in every judicial district that had 

100 to 300 pending Pocso cases and two special courts in 

districts that had more than 300 pending cases. 

 

2. In the year gone by, T.N. has seen Rs. 19,000 cr. in 

investment flow in 

Throughout 2019, Tamil Nadu has been busy signing 

memoranda of understanding (MoUs) to attract investment 

and releasing sector-specific policies, amid a country-wide 

economic slowdown. 

At the beginning of the year, the State held the second 

edition of the Global Investors’ Meet (GIM), during which it 

signed MoUs with as many as 304 companies, securing 

investment pledges worth Rs. 3,00,431 crore. 



                                                                                                                      

26| December 
 

www.appolosupport.com 

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami has said that 

till date, 53 projects resulting from deals inked during 

GIM 2019 have commenced commercial production, 

while another 219 projects are under various stages of 

implementation. 

He has said that post-GIM 2019, in the past 10 months 

alone, Tamil Nadu has attracted 63 projects, with an 

investment of Rs. 19,000 crore, which would create 

83,300 jobs. They include investments from Japan, 

Germany, South Korea, the United States of America 

and the United Arab Emirates. 

 

3. Chennai to get 500 electric bikes 

By the end of January 2020, Chennai will have a fleet of 500 

electric bikes, which can be hired on a rental basis. 

To start with, the bikes will be available in Old 

Mahabalipuram Road (OMR), East Coast Road (ECR), at 

Metro and MRTS stations and popular residential and 

commercial centres. 

The project will be implemented by SmartBike Mobility 

Private Limited in collaboration with Mahindra Susten, a 

part of the Mahindra Group. 
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NATIONAL 

1. All you need to know about the December 26 solar 

eclipse 

Parts of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu will witness on 

December 26 an annular solar eclipse, where the Sun appears 

as a ring (annulus) around the Moon. Solar eclipse is a 

natural phenomenon that occurs when the Moon comes 

between the Sun and the Earth. This annular solar eclipse 

will also be visible from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United Arab 
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Emirates, Oman, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, 

Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam. 

 

2. NITI member bats for 2 GST slabs 

Government think-tank NITI Aayog Member Ramesh Chand 

on Wednesday made a case for only two slabs under the 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime as against the current 

multiple slabs, and said rates should be revised annually, if 

required. 

The GST, which replaced almost all the indirect taxes, came 

into force on July 1, 2017 and the tax rates have been revised 

several times since then. 

Currently, there are four GST rate slabs — 5%, 12%, 18% and 

28%. Several items fall in the exempt or nil duty category. 

Besides, cess is also levied on five goods. 

 

3. Modi launches Atal scheme on groundwater 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday launched the 

Atal Bhujal scheme to strengthen the institutional framework 

for participatory groundwater management and bringing 

about behavioural changes at the community level for 

sustainable groundwater resource management in seven 

States. 

The scheme will be implemented in about 8,350 gram 

panchayats in 78 districts of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar 

Pradesh. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Typhoon Phanfone batters Philippines, thousands hit 

Typhoon Phanfone pummelled the central Philippines on 

Christmas Day, bringing a wet, miserable and terrifying 

holiday to millions in the mainly Catholic nation. 
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1. ATAL STATUE: 

(i) Six months, 35 artistes to give shape to 25-ft Atal 

statue in Lucknow. 

(ii) Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the statue in 

Lucknow on Wednesday. 

(iii) The statue, which weighs 5 tonne, cost nearly Rs 90 

lakh. 

 

2. The central government will provide free WiFi till 

March 2020 to all villages connected through the 

BharatNet broadband service at present  - Telecom 

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad. 

 

3. ATAL BHUJAL YOJANA: 

(i) PM Modi launches Atal Bhujal Yojana for managing 

groundwater. 

(ii) The total budget of the scheme is Rs 6,000 crore out 

of which Rs 3,000 crore will be contributed by the World 

Bank. 
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4. The committee for division of assets between the 

newly formed Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh will 

final report of the Committee is expected by the end of the 

current financial year. 

 

5. MADRAS WASTE EXCHANGE: 

(i) Chennai launches online portal for recyclable scrap. 

(ii) The first of its kind in India, Madras Waste Exchange 

is a web portal that facilitates the trade of recyclable 

waste, both scrap materials and recycled products in 

Chennai. 
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