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STATE 

1. Jharkhand election verdict today 

Overall voter turnout in this assembly poll was estimated 

at 65.23% compared to 66.53% to 2014. 

Results of Jharkhand Assembly elections held in five 

phases are set to be declared on Monday with the ruling 

BJP finding itself in a spot of bother to retain power in the 

mineral rich State. 

 

2. 13 newly elected Karnataka legislators take oath 

Thirteen newly elected legislators, including 12 who won 

on the BJP ticket, were administered oath here on Sunday 

by Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri. 

 

3. Arunachal to mark schools as ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ 

Arunachal Pradesh will soon have schools marked ‘hard’, 

‘soft’ and ‘medium’. Geography, lack of infrastructure and 

reluctance of teachers to work beyond their comfort zones 

are the reasons for this categorisation, officials said. 
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NATIONAL 

1. Food inflation spike transient, says RBI Governor 

Shaktikanta Das 

It is over three years now from when the Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) was first constituted. The term of the 

present MPC will end in 2021. How has been the 

experience with the MPC? 

On the whole, the inflation targeting has worked well, in 

many senses. Number one, it is a committee-based 

approach, so more minds are going into decision-making. 

There are three external experts which bring in outside 

perspective. This definitely improves the quality of 

decision-making and the outcome or final decision itself. 

Since then the MPC is in place, by and large inflation has 

remained within the target. Of course, one can argue that 

headline inflation is impacted by so many factors to which 

RBI has no influence. But at the end of the day, inflation 

has remained around 4% over the last three years so that 

the targets have been maintained. Without a target, we 

had a situation about five or six years ago when CPI 

[consumer price index] inflation was 10%. 

 

2. New Vande Bharat trains to be faster, safer 

The new rakes for Vande Bharat trains have been designed 

for faster, safer and more energy-efficient operations. The 
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Integral Coach Factory here on Sunday floated global 

tenders to procure electrics for 44 rakes. 

The new train set with the capability to reach speeds of 160 

kmph in 140 seconds would save running time by 20% by 

virtue of its improved acceleration and light-weight body. 

 

3. Railway unveils new signalling system 

The Railways will roll out its new signalling system from 

April 2020 onwards. It is expected to make train travel faster 

and safer, a senior official said. The implementation will 

begin with four sections of about 640 route kilometres with 

an estimated cost of around Rs. 1,810 crore. 

 

4. Officers Training Academy in Gaya to shut down 

It is not closure. It is relocation,” a senior source said. The 

OTAs in Chennai and Gaya are under-utilised now because 

the intake has increased through other schemes like the 

Technical Entry Scheme (TES). 

The OTA, Gaya, was set up in 2011. The officer cadets there 

will be trained at the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

1. India, Iran agree to accelerate Chabahar development 

Days after his visit to Washington, External Affairs Minister 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar met with Iranian Foreign 

Minister Javad Zarif for a meeting of the 19th India-Iran joint 

commission, including talks on the Chabahar port, during a 

visit that could see him dealing with concerns of Indian 

expatriates over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act as well. 

 

2. Pakistan foreign ministry appoints Aisha Farooqui as 

new spokesperson 

 

 

3. Ecuador declares emergency after Galapagos fuel spill 

The Galapagos archipelago, a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, is home to one of the most fragile ecosystems on 

the planet. 

 

Ecuador activated emergency protocols on Sunday to 

contain the environmental impact of a fuel spill in the 

Galapagos Islands, after a barge carrying 600 gallons of 

diesel fuel sank, officials said. 
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1. An Andhra district uses tech to make police 

accessible, especially for women 
Prakasam Superintendent of Police has won the seventh 
G-Files governance award for Spandana project. 
The annual G Files award is given to civil servants for 

innovative reforms in governance.  

 

2. Slowdown, high NPAs take toll as PSU banks’ market 

share sees 4 per cent decline 
While the share of private banks in total credit rose to 34.7 
per cent as of September 2019 compared with 31 per cent 
in September last year, the share of public sector 
undertaking (PSU) banks contracted from 61 per cent in 
September 2018 to 57 per cent by September 2019. 

 

The outstanding credit of PSU banks showed a rise of just 

1.84 per cent from Rs 55.5 lakh crore in September 2018 to 

Rs 56.6 lakh crore in September 2019, according to data 

from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
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3. India, Iran agree to speed up work on Chabahar 
Jaishankar, who is on a two-day visit to Iran, co-chaired 
the 19th Joint Commission Meeting with Zarif. He is 
also expected to call upon Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani. 
The Chabahar port — jointly being developed by India, 

Iran and Afghanistan — is considered a gateway to 

golden opportunities for trade with central Asian 

nations by the three countries. It is located on the 

Indian Ocean in the Sistan and Baluchestan province of 

Iran 
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December 23 – National Farmer’s day 
Birthday of the former Prime Minister (5thPM) Chaudhary 
Charan Singh 
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