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STATE 

1. Govt. planning to increase number of districts to 25 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister wanted to set up 

Executive capital at Visakhapatnam, Legislative capital at 

Amaravati and Judicial capital at Kurnool and increase the 

number of districts to 25 to ensure decentralised 

development. 

 

2. Over 18,000 elected unopposed to local bodies 

As many as 18,570 candidates, including a large number 

of women, have been elected unopposed to posts in rural 

local bodies in the State. 

According to data compiled by the Tamil Nadu State 

Election Commission, 18,137 candidates have been elected 

unopposed as ward members of village panchayats. As 

many as 2.09 lakh nominations were filed for 76,746 posts 

of ward members of village panchayats. A total of 1,994 

nominations were rejected and 18,818 withdrawn. 

Of the 9,624 posts of panchayat president, candidates for 

410 posts have been elected unopposed. Twenty-three 

candidates have been elected unopposed as ward 

members of panchayat unions. Many of those elected 

unopposed to the posts are women. 
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3. Jagan launches scheme for weavers in State 

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on Saturday 

launched Nethanna Nestham at Dharmavaram of 

Anantapur district. 

The scheme aims to extending an aid of Rs. 24,000 every 

year for each handloom weaver family that is currently 

running a loom. 

Speaking at a public meeting organised to launch the 

scheme, Mr. Jagan Mohan Reddy said many handloom 

weavers were under great severe financial distress. 

Under the scheme financial aid will be provided to 85,000 

families for five years. 

 

4. Assam plans to bring in land rights laws 

Indigenous communities in Assam may soon be 

prevented from transferring land to the non-indigenous, 

according to Assam‟s Health and Finance Minister 

Himanta Biswa Sarma. 

 

5. Crop loans up to Rs. 2 lakh to be waived: Uddhav 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on 

Saturday announced a waiver of crop loans up to Rs. 2 

lakh pending till September 30. 

While the government has not announced the total 

amount to be waived and the number of farmers to benefit 

from the package, Finance Minister Jayant Patil said the 

amount could be more than Rs. 20,000 crore. 

Other decisions announced by Mr. Thackeray include 

launching the Shiv-Bhojan scheme under which a full 
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meal will be made available at Rs. 10. “Initially, the 

scheme will start in 50 centres across the State. 

 

6. Rajasthan bags four prizes for NREGA 

Rajasthan has bagged four prizes for its performance 

under the National Rural Employment Guarantee 

(NREGA) Scheme. The prizes were given by the Union 

Minister of Rural Development Narendra Singh Tomar to 

zila parishad and panchayat officials of Kota, Dungarpur, 

Bhilwara and Jaisalmer districts. 

 

7. T.N. tops in coverage under micro-irrigation 

Of 3.64 lakh hectares, State accounts for 1.39 lakh hectares 

Tamil Nadu has emerged as the topper in coverage of area 

under micro-irrigation (MI) this year. 

Of about 3.64 lakh hectares brought under MI, Tamil 

Nadu accounts for around 1.39 lakh hectares, accounting 

for 38% of the total coverage in the country, according to 

the website of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 

Yojana (https://pmksy.gov.in), a scheme aimed at 

improving on-farm water use efficiency through a number 

of measures such as MI. 

Gujarat comes next to Tamil Nadu with a coverage of 

77,858 hectares and Andhra Pradesh, 52,027 hectares. 

Maharashtra comes fourth with around 36,831 hectares 

and Uttar Pradesh with 25,680 hectares. 
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NATIONAL 

1. Plan to build new Parliament building takes off 

A 9.5-acre plot, now meant for recreation, is proposed for 

the new structure 

A 9.5-acre plot opposite the Parliament House is likely to 

be used for the construction of a new Parliament building. 

On Saturday, the government acted to change the use of 

the plot, meant for recreation presently, to “Parliament 

House” in Delhi‟s Master Plan-2021. 

The Parliament building was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens 
and Sir Herbert Baker who were responsible for the overall 
construction and planning in Delhi. 
First foundation stone was laid as early as 12 February 1921. 
It took 6 years to complete and the whole project cost around 
Rs 83 lakh. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

1. India, China to intensify boundary settlement 

India and China will intensify the quest for the settlement 

of the boundary question. A press statement from the 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said that during the 

meeting of the Special Representatives of both sides held 

here on Saturday, officials resolved to respect each other‟s 

sensitivities for the sake of better ties. 

The 22nd round of the Special Representative-level 

meeting was led by the Indian National Security Advisor 

Ajit Doval and the Chinese State Councilor and Minister 



                                                                                                                      

22| December 
 

www.appolosupport.com 

of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi. The Ministry of External 

Affairs said, the officials underlined the importance of 

approaching the boundary question from the “strategic 

perspective” of India-China relations. 

 

2. European Council President calls PM Modi, talks India-

EU ties 

The Prime Minister expressed confidence that India-EU 

partnership will be further strengthened under the 

leadership of Mr. Michel. 

Recalling his meeting with him in New York on the 

sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly this 

year, Mr. Modi mentioned that India was committed to 

making progress on issues of mutual interest, including 

Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA), 

connectivity partnership, Europol, Euroatom, counter-

terrorism and climate change. 
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1. Maharashtra govt announces farm loan waiver up to 

Rs 2 lakh 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on 

Saturday announced an unconditional crop loan waiver 

of up to Rs 2 lakh on outstanding loans taken from 2015 

to September 30, 2019. The scheme, to be called 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule Farmer Loan Waiver Scheme, 

was announced by Uddhav in the Assembly on the 

concluding day of its winter session. 

 

2. Here lies your data 
At 10 GB per month per phone, Indians use the most 
data in the world. As that graph shoots up and govt 
introduces a Bill supporting its push for localisation, 
The Indian Express takes stock of the country‟s data 
centre market that is scrambling to catch up 
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3. Amid CAA anger, Assam readies land rights for its 

indigenous people 
The announcement comes months after the state cabinet 
approved the New Land Policy, 2019, saying it paved 
the way for protection of land rights of “indigenous 
people” of Assam. Since Independence, Assam has had 
four land policies — in 1958, 1968, 1972 and 1989. 
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