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STATE 

1. Plea in HC to include NOTA for local body elections 

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court on Friday sought a 

response from the State government and the State Election Commission 

on a public interest litigation petition that sought a direction to include 

the option of „None of the Above‟ (NOTA) during the upcoming and all 

forthcoming local body elections. 

 

2. G.N. Rao panel recommends „three capitals‟ for State 

The expert committee on development strategies for Andhra Pradesh 

led by retired IAS officer G. Nageswara Rao recommended that the 

Secretariat, the Chief Minister‟s camp office, summer Assembly and a 

High Court (HC) Bench be set up in the Visakhapatnam metropolitan 

region, the State legislature, HC Bench and the Governor and Ministers‟ 

quarters in the „Amaravati-Mangalagiri complex‟ and the HC and allied 

courts in Kurnool as per the Sribagh Pact. 

 

3. AAP launches campaign for Assembly polls 

The Aam Aadmi Party on Friday formally launched its campaign for the 

upcoming Assembly elections here with the slogan „ Acche Beete Paanch 

Saal, Lage Raho Kejriwal (Five Years Went Well, Carry on Kejriwal)‟. 

 

4. SEC final list for local body polls released 
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Tamil Nadu Election Commission has declared that in the final list, 

2,31,890 candidates will be contesting in the rural local body 

elections on December 27 and 30. 

According to a release, 3,02,994 nominations were received to 

contest for 91,975 posts — village panchayat ward member, 

panchayat president, union ward and district ward member posts 

— in 27 districts across the State. 

 

5. Expansion of Cabinet likely next week 

The tripartite government of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) will go for 

a full-fledged expansion of its Cabinet early next week. 

As many as 29 ministers are likely to take oath, with the Shiv Sena 

keeping 10 ministries, the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 11 and the 

Congress eight, sources in the government said. The Cabinet currently 

has a strength of six, and with another 29, the council of ministers will 

stretch to 35. Maharashtra can have 43 ministers. 

 

6. Kalakshetra art fest 

The 66th Annual Art Festival of the Kalakshetra Foundation was 

inaugurated on Friday by Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of State for 

Culture and Tourism. 

The festival, which is being organised on Kalakshetra premises, will be 

held from December 20 to January 1. 

Earlier in the day, the Minister launched a 4D virtual reality film on 

Swami Vivekananda — Tears of Vivekananda . 

 

7. „Clean Air Action Plan‟ 
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PMK founder Dr. S. Ramadoss on Friday said that „Clean Air Action 

Plan‟ should be chalked out and implemented in Chennai to combat the 

effects of global warming. 

In a statement, Dr. Ramadoss said pollution in Chennai had exceeded 

300 micrograms/cubic metre PM 2.5 levels while it should not have 

exceeded the upper limit of 40 microgram/ cubic metre PM 2.5 levels. 

 

NATIONAL 

8. Massive preparations for J&K Investors Summit 

The Jammu and Kashmir administration has embarked on massive 

preparations to organise the „J&K Global Investors Summit-2020‟ next 

year to attract investors to the Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh, 

where buying land was restricted prior to revocation of Article 370 and 

35A. 

 

9. Army to sign deal for six Apache attack helicopters 

The deal for six AH-64E Apache attack helicopters for the Indian Army, 

estimated to cost around $930 million, is likely to be signed early next 

year, Army sources said on Friday. These are in addition to 22 Apaches 

being inducted by the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

10. Trump seeks immediate trial in Senate after impeachment 

U.S. President Donald Trump pressed his Republican allies on Thursday 

to exert rigid control of his Senate trial and ensure a swift exoneration, a 

day after he was impeached in a historic rebuke by the House of 

Representatives. 
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The House voted along party lines on Wednesday to charge Mr. Trump 

with abuse of power for pressuring Ukraine‟s President to investigate 

his potential White House challenger in 2020, the veteran Democrat Joe 

Biden. 

 

 

 

 

1. Boundary talks: Chinese foreign minister, NSA Doval to meet 

today 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and National Security Adviser Ajit 

Doval will hold boundary talks here on Saturday under the framework 

of Special Representatives dialogue, the Ministry of External Affairs has 

said. 

Wang‟s visit to India will be the first high-level one from China after the 

Modi-Xi informal meeting in October as well as after New Delhi pulled 

out of the RCEP following a meeting of the group‟s leadership in 

Bangkok recently. 

“The 22nd meeting of the Special Representatives (SR) for India-China 

boundary question will be held in New Delhi December 21,” an MEA 

statement said. 

Doval and Wang are the designated Special Representatives of the two 

countries for the boundary talks. 
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2. Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal is set for first vote in new 

Parliament 
 

Boris Johnson‟s Brexit bill faces its first vote Friday in the House of 

Commons as the prime minister seeks to drive the legislation through 

Parliament and take the U.K. out of the European Union on Jan. 31. 

 

After Johnson‟s Conservatives swept to victory in last week‟s general 

election, the vote at about 2:30 p.m. is largely a formality, because all 

Tory candidates vowed to back it. The legislation will then be set to 

progress through the remaining parliamentary steps in January, after a 

Christmas recess. 
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