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STATE 

1. New criminal rules of practice for Tamil Nadu, Puducherry from 

2020 

The year 2020 will mark a new beginning for the functioning of all 

criminal courts across Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, as the Madras 

High Court has decided to do away with its age-old Criminal 

Rules of Practice — framed way back in 1948 — and implement 

new rules, which address contemporary needs and permit the use 

of new technologies, with effect from January 1. 

 

2. Amid Net shutdown, CM opens free Wi-Fi hotspot 

On a day when Delhi saw suspension of mobile services, including 

Internet, for the first time, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal presided 

over the inauguration of free Wi-Fi hotspot installation at the ITO 

bus stop here as part of the Aam Aadmi Party government‟s 

flagship project aimed at providing free public access to Internet 

across the Capital. 

 

 

NATIONAL 

3. IPL auction: KKR breaks the bank for Cummins with Rs.15.50 

crore bid 

As expected, pacers ruled the roost as the eight franchisees 

splurged a combined sum of Rs.140.30 crore on 62 players who 

were sold during the 13th Player auction of the Indian Premier 

League on Thursday. 
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4. While Australia‟s Pat Cummins attracted a historic bid of Rs.15.50 

crore from Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in a five-way battle — the 

highest amount ever paid for an overseas cricketer and the second-

highest across IPL auctions — Chris Morris, the South African 

pace-bowling all-rounder, joined him in the three-member league 

of players with nine-digit pay packets after a successful bid of 

Rs.10 crore by Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB). 

Separating the duo in the list of the highest expensive signings for 

the day was Cummins‟ compatriot Glenn Maxwell, the first big 

major signing of the day, with Kings XI Punjab bagging him for 

₹ 10.75 crore. 

 

Pacers Sheldon Cottrell (KXIP, ₹ 8.50 crore) and Nathan Coulter-

Nile (MI, ₹ 8 crore) from West Indies and Australia respectively 

rounded up the top-five. 

 

5. HC dismisses Nirbhaya convict’s plea 

The Delhi High Court on Thursday dismissed the plea of one of 

the four convicts facing the gallows in the Nirbhaya gang rape-

and-murder case that claimed that he was a juvenile at the time of 

the offence in December 2012. 

 

6. NITI Aayog seeks ideas on population policy 

Government think tank NITI Aayog will hold a national 

consultation on population stabilisation on Friday to explore ways 

to strengthen the country‟s population policy and family planning 

programmes. 

 

7. Ration cards to look similar across country 

The Centre has designed a standard format for ration cards as it 

moves ahead with „one nation, one ration card‟ initiative and has 

asked State governments to follow the pattern while issuing fresh 

ration cards. 
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Currently, the central government‟s ambitious initiative is being 

implemented on a pilot basis in a cluster of six States. It wants to 

implement this facility across the country from June 1, 2020. 

 

8. RBI to conduct ‘Operation Twist’ to manage yields on Dec. 23 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will simultaneously buy and sale 

government securities worth Rs. 10,000 crore each on December 23 

under its open market operations — a move aimed at managing 

the yields.  

Operation Twist is a move taken by U.S. Federal Reserve in 2011-

12 to make long-term borrowing cheaper.  

 

9. Tata Motors unveils Nexon Electric SUV 

Tata Motors has unveiled the Nexon Electric Vehicle (EV), which 

will be commercially launched in January 2020. 

Targeted at personal car buyers, this EV is powered by Ziptron 

technology and is expected to be priced between Rs. 15 lakh and 

Rs. 17 lakh. The company calls it „India‟s own Electric SUV‟ . 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

10. U.S. probe of Saudi oil attack shows it came from north 

The United States said new evidence and analysis of weapons 

debris recovered from an attack on Saudi oil facilities on 

September 14 indicates the strike likely came from the north, 

reinforcing its earlier assessment that Iran was behind the 

offensive. It added that the United States had identified several 

similarities between the drones used in the raid and an Iranian 

designed and produced unmanned aircraft known as the IRN-05 

UAV. 
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11. Industrial Security Annex opens Indian private partnerships for 

U.S. defence firms 

The Industrial Security Annex (ISA), signed between India and the 

U.S. at the second 2+2 dialogue in Washington, will open the door 

for U.S. defence companies to partner with the Indian private 

sector for several multi-billion dollar deals in the pipeline, 

especially the deal for 114 fighter jets. The two sides also took 

stock of the steps being taken to operationalise the foundational 

agreement, the Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (COMCASA). 

 

12. U.S. House impeaches President Donald Trump 

Donald Trump on Wednesday became the third U.S. President to 

be impeached as the House of Representatives formally charged 

him with abuse of power and obstruction of Congress in a historic 

step that will inflame partisan tensions across a deeply divided 

America. 

 

13. Portugal sets up Gandhi prize 

Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa on Thursday announced 

the setting up of a Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize while 

attending the second meeting of the National Committee for the 

Commemoration Mahatma Gandhi‟s 150th Birth Anniversary, 

chaired by President Ram Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
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14. Post-Millennials turn millionaires at IPL auction 

Yashasvi Jaiswal (left) and Kartik Tyagi (right). Both went to 

Rajasthan Royals for Rs 2.4 crore and Rs 1.3 crore respectively. 

Meanwhile India Under-19 captain Priyam Garg was taken by 

Hyderabad for Rs 1.9 crore. 

 

15. IPL 2020 Auction: Australia’s Pat Cummins, Glenn Maxwell 

headline big payday 

IPL Auction 2020 witnessed Australian cricketers fetch big 

money with pacer Pat Cummins becoming the most expensive 

foreign buy ever after Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) secured his 

services for Rs 15.50 crore on Thursday. 

 

16. Parineeti Chopra dropped as ‘Beti Bachao’ ambassador? 

Haryana Congress leaders on Thursday took on Manohar Lal 

Khattar-led Haryana government over alleged removal of actor 

Parineeti Chopra from the post of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 

campaign‟s state brand ambassador. Parineeti, who is from 

Haryana‟s Ambala town, had recently condemned police action 

against students in Delhi. 

 

17. NITI Aayog set to start drafting roadmap for population 

stabilisation 

“The recommendations from the consultation will contribute to 

a NITI Aayog working paper to help achieve India‟s vision of 
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attaining population stabilization, as voiced by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on 15 August 2019,” said an official statement 

by the Aayog. 

India with a current population size of 1.37 billion is the 

second-most populous country in the world. India‟s birth rates 

are falling but the population continues to grow due to the fact 

that more than 30 per cent of the population is young and in the 

reproductive age group. 
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