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STATE 

1. Cho. Dharman wins Sahitya Akademi Award for chronicling 

ordinary life in Sool 

Tamil writer Cho. Dharman has won the 2019 Sahitya Akademi 

Award for his novel Sool , depicting the life of the ordinary people, 

traditional knowledge, agricultural practices and water 

management. 

The story takes place in Urulaikkudi, the native village of Mr. 

Dharman, and he has captured the destruction of the waterbody 

( kanmaai ) in the language of the Karisal bhoomi (rain-fed areas) 

of Kovilpatti. 

 

2. Tamil film short-listed for international award 

A Tamil film by Arun Karthick titled “Nazir”, which revolves 

around the life of a salesman in a textile shop and the uncertainties 

that he faces, is among the ten films short-listed for the 

Tiger/Special Jury awards at the International Film Festival 

Rotterdam. A release says the film is a candid portrayal of a man 

reduced to second class citizen as a Muslim in a country 

characterised by rising Hindu nationalism. 

 

NATIONAL 

1. GST Council votes for 28% GST on all lotteries 
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The GST Council broke its tradition of taking decisions by 

consensus at its 38th meeting on Wednesday, with a first time 

vote on a proposal to tax all lotteries at the uniform rate of 28%.  

 

There have been widespread concerns about the shortfall in tax 

revenue at a time of economic slowdown and lower 

consumption. In the first eight months of this financial year, 

only about 50% of GST collection targets and 60% of 

compensation cess collection targets have been achieved. 

 

2. Tribunal reinstates Mistry as Tata Sons executive chairman 

Three years after Cyrus Pallonji Mistry was unceremoniously 

removed from the post of executive chairman of Tata Sons, the 

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) on 

Wednesday ruled that the decision was “illegal”, paving the 

way for his reinstatement. 

 

The replacement of the present „executive chairman‟ and the 

reinstatement of Mr. Mistry will, however, come into effect after 

four weeks, during which Tata Sons has the option to challenge 

the tribunal‟s verdict before the Supreme Court. 

 

3. No stay on Citizenship Act implementation, says SC 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday refused to stay the 

implementation of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 

2019, which fast-tracks citizenship by naturalisation process for 

“illegal” migrants from six religious communities, other than 

Muslims, who have fled persecution from Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Afghanistan. 

 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sharad A. Bobde instead orally 

suggested to the government to publicise the actual intent of the 

Act so that there was no confusion among the public about its 

objectives and aims. 
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4. Tharoor wins Akademi’s 2019 award for English 

The Sahitya Akademi on Wednesday announced its annual 

literary awards for 2019 for works in 23 languages, including one 

for Shashi Tharoor‟s non-fiction book about British rule in India. 

 

5. Bangladesh gives river panel meet a miss 

Bangladesh has not sent a delegation for the Joint River 

Commission (JRC) meeting with India that was scheduled to be 

held here on Wednesday. This has cast a shadow over the 

agreement to share the waters of the Feni river that was taken up 

during the October visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to India. 

 

A joint statement issued after Ms. Hasina‟s October meeting with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had laid down the agenda of the 

JRC, declaring that the technical-level committee of the JRC was to 

firm up the draft framework agreement of the interim sharing of 

the Feni river‟s waters with Tripura. 

 

Bangladesh had agreed to let India withdraw 1.82 cusecs from the 

river to supply the border town of Sabroom in the northeastern 

State. 

 

6. Act indifferent to Sri Lankan Tamils: DMK 

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), the main Opposition 

party in Tamil Nadu, has moved the Supreme Court against the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, saying it is a deliberate ploy to 

“demonise and marginalise” Muslims and distract public attention 

from the “extreme administrative incompetence” of the 

government. 

 

The writ petition, among the 59 the top court agreed to hear, said 

the Act is indifferent to Tamils who had fled Sri Lanka and have 

been staying in India for decades. “There was no reason to keep 

them out of the benefits derived from the Act,” it contended. 
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“The Act is a classic example of spewing venom against one 

section of the human race by targeting the Muslim community 

and letting down Tamils who have come from a neighbouring 

country as refugees,” the petition said. 

 

7. Number of children, adolescents with diabetes rising in India, 

warns IDF 

The number of children and adolescents with diabetes is 

increasing every year in India,” warned the International Diabetes 

Federation (IDF), which released the 9th edition of the IDF 

Diabetes Atlas recently. 

 

“India has 15,900 new cases of Type I diabetes, along with 95,600 

existing cases of Type 1 diabetes among children up to the age of 

14 in 2019,” the IDF notes. 

 

8. Defence ties with U.S. set to deepen: Rajnath Singh 

India and the U.S. have a global strategic partnership and the two 

are working together to further expand and deepen this important 

partnership, Mr. Singh told reporters here, adding that an integral 

component of the strategic partnership is strong defence. 

 

In the last few years, India and the U.S have signed several 

foundational defence agreements, including the COMCASA, and 

LEMOA. 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

1. U.S. House impeaches Donald Trump for abuse of power 

No president in the 243-year history of the United States has been 

removed from office by impeachment. 
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Donald Trump became the third U.S. President to be 

impeached on December 18, as the House of Representatives 

formally charged him with abuse of power in a historic step 

that could inflame partisan tensions across a deeply divided 

America. 

 

The Democratic-led House passed the abuse of power article of 

impeachment on a largely party-line 230-197 vote. The House 

then proceeded with a vote on a second article of impeachment 

charging him with obstruction of Congress. 

 

Only two previous presidents have been impeached. The House 

in 1998 impeached President Bill Clinton on charges of perjury 

and obstruction of justice arising from a sexual relationship he 

had with a White House intern, but the Senate acquitted him. 

The House impeached President Andrew Johnson in 1868, 

focused on his removal of the secretary of war, but he was 

acquitted by one vote in the Senate. 
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1. US House votes to impeach President Donald Trump for abuse 

of power 

The majority of lawmakers in the US House of Representatives 

voted Thursday to impeach President Donald Trump on 

charges that he abused his power by trying to pressure Ukraine 

to investigate political rival Joe Biden ahead of the 2020 

Presidential election. 

With this, the 73-year-old has become the third President in the 

history of the United States to be impeached, the others 

being Bill Clinton and Andrew Johnson. 
 

The Democratic-led House passed the abuse of power article of 

impeachment on a largely party-line 230-197 vote. 

Subsequently, the House proceeded with a vote on the second 

article of impeachment charging the New York real estate 

mogul with obstruction of Congress. 

 

2. In a first, GST Council holds a vote — for 28% uniform lottery 

tax 
THE GOODS and Services Tax (GST) Council went in for a vote 

on the issue of imposing a uniform tax rate of 28 per cent for 
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both state-run and state-authorised lottery on Wednesday — 

the first instance of voting in the 38 Council meetings held so 

far. 
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