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# Sims Park In Coonoor - The Season Of ‘Persimmon Fruits’, Which
Are The National Fruit Of Japan Begins In The State’s Fruit Farm Of
Sims Park In Coonoor, Nilgris

* They belong to Australia and their season starts from July 15" to Sep, usually

* They are rich in Vitamin A and B and costs upto Rs 150 per kg.

STATES

# Punjab - Has Amended The Indian Penal Code (IPC) As Well As
The Code Of Criminal Procedure (Crpc) To Make Disrespect Of
Religious Texts Punishable With Life Imprisonment

* A new section 295AA has been inserted in IPC to provide that whoever causes
disrespect or damage to Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Srimad Bhagwad Geeta, Holy
Quran and Holy Bible, shall be subjected to Life imprisonment
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# In Memory Of The Late PM, A B Vajpayee

# Chhattisgarh - To Rename ‘Naya Raipur’ As ‘Atal Nagar’

% The renaming is in the memory of the former PM, Atal Bihari Vajpayee

* The Chhattisgarh Government has proposed to develop an Atal Memorial in an
area of five acres at the state’s new capital

* It is also planning to install a statue of the former Prime Minister in the state
capital and district headquarters of all 27 districts.

X It plans to rename Bilaspur University and Rajnandgaon Medical College after
Vajpayee.

* It intends to institute awards known as ‘Atal Sushashan Awards’ to honour
people who have rendered excellent service to the society. These awards
would be given on November 1, the foundation day of the state of
Chhattisgarh.

* It plans to name a state battalion of police force as ‘Pokharan battalion’

* It has also approved the naming of second phase of the CM’s ‘Vikas Yatra’ as
‘Atal Vikas Yatra’
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# Himachal Pradesh - Has Sent Out A Proposal To Name The
Strategic Rohtang Tunnel After The Former Prime Minister, AB
Vajpayee

* It is also planning to install a statue of Atal Bihari Vajpayee at Shimla’s historic
Ridge
# Madhya Pradesh - To Build Two Memorials In Gwalior And Bhopal

And Include A Biography On Vajpayee In The School Curriculum
From Next Year

* It is also planning to rename Global skill park, being developed at Bhopal, after
Vajpayee

NATIONAL

# Hindustan Aeronautics Limited - Becomes The 15t Public Sector
Enterprise To Make Transaction On RXIL Treds Platform
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TReDS

X It is an online electronic mechanism which facilitates the financing of micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSME) through multiple financiers

* RXIL is India’s first TReDS platform operating since January 2017

X Earlier, the central Government had mandated all the major PSU’s to pay all the
MSME vendors through TReDS platform, in Oct 2017

# Union Min Of Earth Sciences - To Set Up Cyclone Warning Centre In
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

* It has also proposed to set up C-Doppler weather Radar at Mangalore,
Karnataka

7" Cyclone Warning Centre

* The cyclone warning centre will have all the latest forecasting tools to provide
daily weather alerts, issue weather warnings and coastal warnings

* It will start functioning within a month and will cater Kerala and Karnataka

* This becomes 7" Cyclone warning centre, in addition to the existing ones at
Chennai (Tamil Nadu), Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Bhubaneswar
(Odisha) and Kolkata (West Bengal), Ahmedabad (Gujarat) and Mumbai
(Maharashtra)

C-Doppler weather Radar

* The proposed radar will serve Karnataka and northern kerala.

* At present, Kerala has 2 Doppler radars at Kochi and Thiruvananthapuram,
covering its central and southern districts
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# Government - Had Designated ‘National Crime Records Bureau’ As
The Nodal Agency To Curb ‘Online’ Child Pornography And Other
Explicit Content Materials Involving Women And Children

National Crime Records Bureau
Ministry of Home Affairs

* The NCRB has proposed to launch an online portal for receiving complaints and
acting on them.

* The powers were delegated to NCRB under section 79 of Information
Technology Act, 2000

NCRB

* It was established on 11 March 1986 as the central police organization, with its
headquarters at New Delhi

# New Governors For 7 Indian States (Bihar, Haryana, Uttarakhand,
Jammu And Kashmir, Sikkim, Meghalaya, And Tripura)
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* Bihar — Lalji Tandon (Replacing Satya Pal Malik)
* Haryana — Satyadev Narayan Arya (Replacing Kaptan Singh Solanki)

% Uttarakhand — Baby Rani Maurya (Replacing Krishan Kant Paul)
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* Jammu and Kashmir — Satya Pal Malik (Replacing N N Vohra)
* Sikkim — Ganga Prasad (Replacing Shriniwas Dadasaheb Patil)
* Meghalaya — Tathagata Roy (Replacing Ganga Prasad)

* Tripura — Kaptan Singh Solanki (Replacing Tathagata Roy)

# PM - To Launch India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) On Sep 1, 2018

India Post Payments Bank

* It was recently rescheduled following the 7 day official mourning declared after
the demise of former PM, Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

* The PM was to launch IPPB earlier on Aug 21, 2018

* On Sep 1, 2018, the IPPB app with around 100 service firms will also be
launched

* IPPB had earlier obtained permission to link 17-crore Postal savings bank
accounts with its account

* The Government is planning to link 1.55 lakh post office branches with IPPB by
the end of the year

* The IPPB had started operations on 30 January, 2017, by opening two pilot
branches, one at Raipur and the other at Ranchi

* Payments banks — They can accept deposits of up to Rs 1 lakh per account
from individuals and small businesses

% CEO of IPPB — Suresh Sethi
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# Pollution In Delhi During Diwali - Supreme Court Hearing Petitions
And Arguments

% Central Government has ruled out the blanket National ban on Firecrackers
during Diwali celebrations

* It had suggested the usage of ‘Green crackers’ a community cracker bursting in
major cities

* It had sought a freeze on the production of series crackers

* It had also suggested that crackers could even be burst in areas pre-designated
by the State governments

* Tamil Nadu Government — argued in favour of restrained use of firecrackers

# HRD Ministry - Announces That NEET Exams Will Be Conducted
Only In ‘Offline Mode’ And Also Once A Year During Apr/May

4 NEET 2019 may
® ) be conducted

~

Z=_in offline mode

L

-

% It had cancelled its earlier announcement of Online exams, considering the
disadvantages of rural candidates

* It was earlier announced that NEET and JEE will be conducted by the newly
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INTERNATIONAL

# Iran - Unveiled Its 1%t Domestic Fighter Jet Aircraft Named As
‘Kowsar’ (River In Paradise) In Tehran, Its Capital

* It was domestically designed and built
* The Kowsar is described as a fourth-generation fighter jet

* It was unveiled ahead of Iran’s National Defence Industry Day on August 22

# Greece - Exits Eurozone Bailout Programme - After 8 Years

X Earlier, The European Union, European Central Bank and IMF had loaned
Greece €289 billion under the three bailout deals

* It had completed recently its 3" bailout programme worth 61.9 million euros

* As per IMF, only four countries, Yemen, Libya, Venezuela and Equatorial
Guinea , have shrunk economically more than Greece in the past decade

11 | Paoe N4A4.24222042A N4A4A.A2RA7R55 QR4ANII2A1KR7




# Talibans - Have Accepted The ‘Afghanistan Peace Talk’ Invitation
From Russia Scheduled On Sep 4 In Moscow

v' Russia has invited 12 countries including US to attend the talks
v’ Earlier in April 2017, Russia conducted international talks on Afghanistan.

v The representatives from Russia, Afghanistan, China, Pakistan, Iran and India
would be negotiating the talks with Taliban

v The Taliban holds its political office in Doha, capital of Qatar

v Afghan President, Ashraf Ghani had proposed a 3 month conditional truce and
cease-fire on Aug 19", 2018

# Turkey - Has Initiated A Dispute Complaint Against United States
With The World Trade Organization (WTO)

NEWS

TURKEY~-U.S. TRADE CONFLICT

* This follows the imposing of additional tariffs on steel and aluminium imports
from Turkey by the United States

* The tariff war is in response to Turkey's rejection of an American request to
release an American pastor detained for the past two years for alleged
involvement in an abortive military coup.

* Turkey has earlier retaliated by imposing tariffs on American products
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT

# Scientists From The Famous Massachusetts Institute Of
Technology (MIT) - Have Developed A Wireless °‘In-Body GPS’
System - To Track Tumours And Pin Point The Location Of
Implants In The Body

* This system is named as ‘ReMix’

* The major drawback of this system is that it is not providing accurate clinical
data yet for real time implementation

DEFENCE

# 1°t Ever Joint Air Exercise Between IAF And Royal Malaysian Air
Force Begins In Malaysia

53 August 2018 :

SUBANG AIR BASE

* The exercise is being conducted at Subang Air base in Malaysia
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BOOKS & AUTHORS

# V V S Laxman, Former Indian Cricketer - To Come Out With His
Autobiography ‘281 And Beyond’ On Nov 20, 2018

* The title has been borrowed from the his fabulous series-turning innings of 281
against Australia at the Eden Gardens in 2001

* It will be Published by Westland publications

# Shane Warne, Former Australian Cricketer - To Come Out With His
Autobiography ‘No Spin’ In October 2018

O ctober 2018 @

* It will be published by Ebury Press
X It is written along with Mark Nicholas, cricketer and TV presenter

* Warne played his 1* Test match in 1992 and retired in 2013
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SPORTS

# Asian Games 2018 - Day 4

* Rahi Sarnobat, Shooter — wins Gold in women’s 25m pistol event, winning the
4™ Gold for India

* She becomes the first Indian woman to win a gold medal in shooting at the
Asian Games

* India — has claimed its maiden ‘Bronze’ medal in Men’s ‘Sepak Takraw’ event
losing to the defending champion, Thailand

* The wins have taken India's medal tally to a total of 11 medals comprising 4
gold, 3 silver and 4 bronze
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INTERNATIONAL DAYS

# International Day Of Remembrance Of And Tribute To The Victims
Of Terrorism - Aug 21

Tribute to the
Victims of Terrorism

21 August

* The observance of the day follows the efforts taken by the United Nations to
stand in solidarity with the victims of Terrorism

% This is the 1% Terrorism victims remembrance Day

* It is observed with various exhibitions and tributes being conducted in various
UN missions and offices

# World Senior Citizens Day - Aug 21

WORLD SENIOR CITIZEN DAY

Celebhating life...

21t August

v The day was officially established by the former president of United States of
America, Ronald Reagan.

v" He had signed the 5847 promulgation on August 19, 1988, which announced
August 21 as the National Senior Citizens Day
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v This day is observed internationally to raise awareness of the condition of elder
people and to thank and acknowledge the sacrifices of elders for their children

v’ It was first announced by UN on 14" Dec, 1990

v' Theme for 2018 - “taking action in the future, taping talents, contributing and
participation of older persons in society”

RANKINGS

# Forbes' List Of Top 10 Highest-Paid Female Athletes, 2018

# India’s P V Sindhu Is The Only Indian In The Top 10

* 1% - Serena Williams — Total earnings: $18.1 million
% 2" . Caroline Wozniacki — Total earnings: $13 million

% 3" - Sloane Stephens — Total earnings: $11.2 million

* 4™ - Garbine Muguruza — Total earnings: $11 million

* 5" - Maria Sharapova — Total earnings: $10.5 million
* 6" - Venus Williams — Total earnings: $10.2 million
* 7" - P.V. Sindhu — Total earnings: $8.5 million

* 8" - Simona Halep — Total earnings: $7.7 million

* 9" - Danica Patrick — Total earnings: $7.5 million

* 10" - Angelique Kerber — Total earnings: $7 million

* The above list features 8 Tennis players
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* The only non-tennis players in the top 10 are Indian badminton star P.V. Sindhu
($8.5 million) and Race car driver, Danica Patrick ($7.5 million).

# Fortune’s ‘Change The World’ List - Top 5

* 1% — Reliance Jio (Telecom - India)
* 2" — Merck (Pharma — US)
* 3" _— Bank of America (Commercial Bank — US)

* 4™ — Inditex (Speciality Retailers - Spain)

* 5" — Alibaba (Internet Services and Retailing — China)
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ILO REPORT

# International Labour Organisation Report -‘India Wage Report:

Wage Policies For Decent Work And Inclusive Growth’

9 X International
O Labour

{V} Organization

* |t highlights the overall wage inequality and gender gap in India

* The gender wage gap has shown a decline from 48 percent in 1993-94 to 34
percent in 2011-12.

* Women employed as casual workers in rural areas earn the lowest in India,
which is 22% of what an urban male worker earn

* The overall wages of casual workers had doubled between 1993-94 and 2011-
12, leading to wage inequality

* The increase in wage inequality for regular workers stabilised in 2011-12 in
comparison to 1993-94 and 2004-05

* As per the Employment and Unemployment Survey (EUS) of the National
Sample Survey Office , NSSO, the average wage in India was about Rs 247 per
day in 2011-12, and the corresponding average wage of casual workers was Rs
143 per day.

* The ILO report has recommended the collection of statistical data on a regular
basis apart from extending the legal coverage to the workers and an effective
implementation of Minimum wage law

* |t has to be recalled that India is one of the first countries to introduce minimum
wages through the Minimum Wages Act, 1948

* A national minimum wage floor was introduced in 1990s which has progressively
increased to Rs 176 per day in 2017
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REMEMBERING WARREN HASTINGS ON HIS DEATH
ANNIVERSARY

(6 December 1732 — 22 August 1818)
Warren hasting: First governor general of India(1732-1818)

1. Reformsin India: Founded Madrasa in
Calcutta , 1781

2. Post In India Clerk, Governor of Bengal
and, First governor general
of India

3. Work in India : Extended British empire,
introduced Ryotwari
system, and strengthen
military

5. important Incident War with Marathas

BIRTH

* Warren Hastings was born no Dec. 6, 1732, in Churchill, near Daylesford, of an
old but poor family.

* His mother died immediately after his birth, and his father, a clergyman,
disappeared in the West Indies.

FACTS

* Warren Hastings (1732 — 1818) became the first Governor of the Presidency of
Fort William (Bengal) in 1772 and the first Governor-General of Bengal in 1774 till
he resigned in 1785.

* He started his career as a writer (clerk) in the East India Company at Calcutta in
1750.

* In 1758, he became the British resident at Murshidabad, the capital of Bengal,
after Mir Jafar was installed as the Nawab after the Battle of Plassey.

* During his term, the second Anglo-Mysore and the first Anglo-Maratha wars were
fought.
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* The Regulating Act of 1773 was passed during his term.
* He supported Sir William Jones in forming the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1785.

REFORMS OF WARREN HASTINGS
Abolition of the Dual System

* Hastings abolished the Dual System that had been established by Robert Clive. In
the Dual System, the company had Diwani rights (rights to collect revenue) and
the Nizam or Indian chiefs had the administrative authority.

* The Nawab’s annual allowance of Rs.32 lakh was reduced to Rs.16 lakh.

* The annual tribute paid to the Mughal Emperor was also stopped.

Revenue Reforms

* For revenue collection, a Board of Revenue was set up at Calcutta.

* Treasury was moved from Murshidabad to Calcutta. Calcutta became Bengal's
capital in 1772.

* British collectors were appointed for each district and an Accountant General was
also appointed.

* Unreasonable fines were done away with and restrictions were placed on the
raising of rent.

Judicial Reforms

* The judicial powers of the Zamindars were abolished.

* Civil and criminal courts were established. Two appellate courts were established
at Calcutta, one for civil (Sadar Diwani Adalat) and one for criminal (Sadar
Nizamat Adalat) cases.

* The criminal court was to have an Indian judge.

* Muslims were to be tried according to their law in the Koran and Hindus,
according to Hindu laws. A code of Hindu Law, prepared by Hindu Pandits was
translated into English.

* He also came down heavily on the dacoits in Bengal.
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Trade Regulations

* Hastings abolished the system of dastaks which were misused by company
officials and traders earlier.

* He enforced a uniform tarrif of 2.5% for Indian and foreign goods.

* Private trade by company officials was restricted.
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