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TAMIL NADU 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami – inaugurated the city’s 

first Pedestrian plaza by ringing a bell at the junction of 

Thyagaraya Road and Bashyam Road on Pondy bazaar in T.Nagar 

on November 13 

 
 The 1.4 km pedestrian stretch was kept spotlessly ‗clean‘ dotted with 

entertainment artists, rappers, joy rides, battery operated vehicles catering to 
shop owners and their families, evening walkers, shoppers and residents of the 
locality 

 Traffic will be made oneway along the pedestrian plaza as part of the trial run. 
 The pedestrian pavement will become a major attraction for children and senior 

citizens, with facilities and plans for organising music, dance, commerce, art and 
culture events. 

 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – NOV 14, 2019 
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 In the next phase, pedestrian plazas are planned to come up in Anna Nagar, 

Thiruvanmiyur, Velachery and George Town 
 

 Southern Railway - will become the first zonal railway to provide 

its women staff with pepper spray 

 Salem division has issued a circular to this effect in order to make the workplace 
safer for women 

 Pepper spray will be given to women officials working in remote locations like 
wayside stations and level crossings for the self-defence of women staff 
members 

 The spray would be bought from funds allotted to each station, and their 
numbers would depend on the strength of women staff in every station 
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 The government - redrew revenue boundaries of 4 districts and 

created districts of Tenkasi, Tirupathur, Ranipet, Chengalpet and 

Kallakurichi on November 12 

 
 In the process, the erstwhile Tirunelveli, Vellore, Kancheepuram and Villupuram 

districts were either bifurcated or trifurcated. 
 The process led to creation of new taluks of K V Kuppam, Kundrathur, Vandalur, 

Thiruvennainallur and Kalvarayan hills and five new revenue divisions 
 Vellore district has been trifurcated to form Tirupattur and Ranipet districts under 

the Tamil Nadu District Limits Act, 1865. 
 Tirunelveli has been bifurcated to form the new Tenkasi district. 
 Two revenue divisions of Vellore and Gudiyatham, and six revenue taluks will 

constitute Vellore district. 
 Tirupattur district will have two revenue divisions and four revenue taluks. 
 Ranipet district will have two revenue divisions and four revenue taluks. 
 Kancheepuram district will have two revenue divisions 
 Chengalpattu will have three revenue divisions and eight revenue taluks. 
 Chengalpet was a district headquarters for 180 years before it came under 

Kancheepuram in 1968 
 About 60% of undivided Kancheepuram will be part of Chengalpet. 
 Chengalpet will have three sub-divisions — Chengalpet, Maduranthakam and 

Tambaram — comprising eight taluks including Cheyyur, Thirukalukundram, 
Pallavaram and Thiruporur.  

 A new taluk based at Vandalur has also been created. 
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 Chengalpet was one of the first districts constituted during the British regime, in 

1788 
 This will be the first time the Chengalpet collectorate will actually be in the 

district. 

STATES 
 The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet - decided to impose a fine of ₹2 lakh 

on those indulging in illegal storage, sale/resale and transportation 

of sand and make them liable for imprisonment for up to two years. 

 The move is aimed at checking illegal sand mining, which is said to be the main 
reason for scarcity of sand in the state. 

 The Cabinet has also decided to organise ‗sand week‘ from November 15 to 
make at least two lakh tonnes of Sand available every day to revive the 
construction sector in the state. 
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 The Cabinet has also unanimously approved the introduction of English medium 

from Classes 1 to 6 in government schools with Telugu/Urdu as a compulsory 
subject from the next academic year. 

NATIONAL 
 The Bangalore International Airport Pvt Ltd (BIAL) - has proposed 

to develop a technology where Indian passport holders flying back 

to the country can use their biometrics like an iris scan or 

thumb/palm print to register their arrival instead of waiting for 

hours in immigration queues 

 The proposal has been sent to the home ministry‘s Bureau of Immigration 
 If accepted and extended to other airports, the wait time for foreign citizens 

would be reduced as well with the queues shortened. 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 The Supreme Court - declared offices of the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) and Chief Justices of high courts as ‘public authority’ which 

were liable to provide information to queries under the Right to 

Information Act, 2005 
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 A bench of CJI Ranjan Gogoi and Justices N V Ramana, D Y Chandrachud, 
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna said the apex court would necessarily include 
office of the CJI and judges in accordance with the Article 124 of the 
Constitution. 

 The decision of the bench was penned by a 3:2 majority, as Justice Ramana and 
Justice Chandrachud have given separate judgments. 

 The verdict seeks to balance contrasting considerations of accountability and 
transparency with independence of judiciary and privacy of its members 

 Earlier, the Constitutional Bench of five judges reserved the judgment on April 4 
on the appeals filed by the central public information officers against the orders 
of the Delhi High Court and the Central Information Commission (CIC) in 2010. 

 The Delhi High Court had said in a judgment on 10 January 2010 that the office 
of the Chief Justice comes under the purview of the RTI Act. 

 Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 provides timely response to the citizens on 
their requests for government related information. 

 The major aim of the RTI Act is to promote transparency, empower the citizens 
and accountability in the working condition of the Government. 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 The BRICS summit – was held in Brasilia, Brasil on November 13 

and 14 

 
 The PM Narendra Modi, who is in Brazil for the 11th BRICS Summit, met Putin 

on the sidelines of the summit and reviewed the full range of India-Russia 
relations 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin invited PM Modi for the Victory Day 
celebrations in May next year on the side lines of the summit 

 The BRICS summit 2019 theme is 'Economic Growth for an Innovative Future'. 
 The PM also met Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro and discussed about 

strengthening bilateral ties. 
 During the meeting, the PM has invited Mr. Bolsonaro as the chief guest at the 

Republic Day parade in January 2020, which has been accepted by the Brazil‘s 
President 
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 President Vladimir Putin of Russia, Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India, 
President Xi Jinping of China and President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa 
participated in the Summit along with Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro 

 BRICS is a group of five emerging economies in the world which includes Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa 

 The five BRICS nations account for almost 50% of the world's economic growth 
 Brasilia became the first city to host its second BRICS summit 
 This BRICS summit has focused on creating mechanisms for counter-terrorism 

cooperation 
 The 10th BRICS Summit was hosted by South Africa in January 2018. 
 The BRICS summit has been hosted alternatively every year since 2009 

 

PERSONALITIES 
 Prince Charles - is in India on his 10th official visit to celebrate 

British-Indian ties 

 The Prince of Wales has joined his wife, Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, who has 
already arrived in Bengaluru for a week-long rejuvenation therapy at Soukya 
International Holistic Health Centre  

 The Duchess, Camilla is undergoing therapy under the guidance and care of 
holistic health practitioner Issac Mathai, who has been a consultant to the royal 
family for several years now. 

 While this is her sixth visit to the centre, Prince Charles is visiting for the first 
time. 

 The prince also met President Ram Nath Kovind at the Rashtrapati Bhavan 

 
 The prince visited the Bangla Sahib Gurudwara in New Delhi and helped in 

preparing chapattis in the ‗langar‘ or community kitchen area apart from 
interacting with the devotees. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) – is planning to 

send Chandrayaan-3 probe to Moon with a deadline of November 

2020 

 



 

8 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 
 The new mission will include building a new lander and rover, as the 

Chandrayaan-2 orbiter is expected to function well atleast for the next seven 
years 

 In this regard, Isro has formed multiple committees — an overall panel and three 
sub-committees – and held high-level meetings since October. 

 Senior scientists like S Somnath, Ritu Karidhal, B N Suresh, P S Goel and T K 
Alex have been chosen to either head or being a member of various committees 

 The key focus for the new mission is ―strengthening the legs of the lander‖, so 
that it allows landing even with a high velocity. 

 However, no final decision has been taken on the number of payloads on the 
lander 

 Isro is also looking at reducing the number of manoeuvres around earth from 6 to 
3 or 4 and also during the transit to the lunar orbit 

 Isro had earlier failed to soft-land the probe on Moon in its first attempt with 
Chandrayaan-2 mission in September 2019 

DEFENCE 
 India - kicked off a major combat exercise with over 40,000 troops, 

tanks, artillery and attack helicopters on the western front border 

in Rajasthan  

 The Army has launched the ―Sindhu Sudarshan‖ exercise in the Thar desert on 
November 13 

 It will be undertaken by the 21 Corps, one of its three main ―strike‖ formations 
focussed towards rapid armoured thrusts. 
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 The exercise aims to test the battle readiness, operational effectiveness and 
deep strike offensive capabilities of the ‗Sudarshan Chakra‘ (21) Corps (which 
has its headquarters in Bhopal) in an integrated air-land battle scenario. 

 During the week-long exercise in desert conditions in the Barmer sector, the 
―combined arms cohesion‖ will be tested with the newly inducted K-9 Vajra self-
propelled artillery gun systems and indigenous armed Rudra advanced light 
helicopters 

 This exercise follows the recent testing by the 1.3-million strong Army of its new 
integrated battle groups (IBGs) for mountain warfare in Arunachal Pradesh on 
the eastern front with China last month 

 Earlier, the month-long ―Him Vijay‖ exercise was focussed towards converting 
the new 17 ―Brahmastra‖ Corps, which has its headquarters at Panagarh in West 
Bengal, into ―a lean and mean force‖ for ―swift attacks‖ in a dynamic operational 
scenario 

 The IBGs — each of which have 5,000 soldiers along with a mix of tanks, 
artillery, air defence units, signals and other elements — meant for Pakistan 
were similarly ―test-bedded‖ under the Chandimandir-based Western Command 
in April-May 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Philanthropist and chairperson of the Reliance Foundation, Nita 

Ambani - has been elected to the board of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art 

 
 Nita has been chosen for her ―truly exceptional‖ commitment to preserve and 

promote India‘s art and culture. 
 Ambani has been named as the ―Honorary Trustee‖ of the Museum 
 Nita Ambani‘s Reliance Foundation has been supporting the Met Museum since 

2016 

SPORTS 
 Indian sprinter Dutee Chand - was named in Time magazine’s 

inaugural list of 100 rising stars from across the globe 
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 The ‗Time 100 Next 2019‘ figures the names of personalities from the fields of 
‗business, entertainment, sports, politics, science, health, activism and more‘ 

 This is the first such list brought out by the magazine as part of an ongoing 
expansion of its flagship ‗TIME 100‘ franchise‘s list of the most influential persons 
in the world 

 The Time 100 Next list has 5 categories — artists, advocates, leaders, phenoms 
and innovators, with Dutee figuring in the second category 

 Dutee recently broke her own national record as the fastest woman sprinter in 
the country 

 The 23-year-old from Chaka Gopalpur, Dutee, was a law student at KIIT 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY 
 World Diabetes Day – November 14 

 

 The observance of the day intends to create awareness about the disease of 
diabetes. 

 It became an official UN day in 2006. 
 This year‘s theme for Diabetes Day is – ‗Family and Diabetes‘ 
 Diabetes is a metabolic and chronic disease characterized by an elevated level 

of blood glucose and loss of insulin production by the body. 

 Children’s Day – November 14 

 
 The birth anniversary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the former Prime Minister of 

the country is celebrated as Children's Day every year. 
 On this day, Schools, Ministries and societies participate in various cultural 

programs and events to entertain children 
 Earlier, i.e. before 1956, it was used to be celebrated on November 20. 
 However, after the death of India's first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964, 

a resolution was unanimously passed in Parliament declaring 14 November as 
National Children's Day 
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