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TAMIL NADU 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - announced that the 

foundation would be laid for the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar river 

interlinking project before July next year. 

 
 The link canal will originate near Mayanur barrage in Karur district, which was 

inaugurated in 2004 by former chief minister J Jayalalithaa. 
 The canal will transfer the surplus Cauvery water under phase-1 and is estimated 

to cost ₹7,677 crore  
 The proposed 255.6 km link canal would irrigate more than 50,000 acres of land 

in Karur, Trichy, Pudukottai, Sivanganga, Ramanathapuram and Virudhunagar 
districts. 

 The CM also announced that the foundation stone for the ambitious Mettur 
Surplus Water Scheme will be laid in March-April 

 The project will be completed within a year at a cost of ₹615 crore 

 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami – launched the old age 

pension under the state government’s social security pension 

scheme to 5 lakh more people this fiscal year on November 9 
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 The CM also announced that the upper ceiling of fixed assets value to avail of the 
scheme will be increased from ₹50,000 to ₹1 lakh so that a larger section of 
society gets benefitted by the scheme 

 Currently, the monthly pension of ₹1,000 each is given to people who are 60 
years and above, destitutes and those living below the poverty line 

 As per the present norms, their fixed assets should be less than ₹50,000 
 The government earlier issued an order sanctioning old age pension to 5 lakh new 

eligible pensioners for the year, which would cost the exchequer ₹618 crore 
annually. 

 With the Centre partially sponsoring the pension scheme, the Tamil Nadu 
government was providing pension to 12.52 lakh beneficiaries till September 2019 

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) - has issued 

termination orders for 4 road projects in Tamil Nadu citing delay in 

land acquisition by the state government.  

 The total cost of the scrapped projects is ₹4,929 crore. 
 The concerned projects involves the four laning of the Villupuram-Puducherry 

section (₹998.7 crore), Puducherry-Poondiyankuppam section (₹1,294.5 crore), 
Poondiankuppam-Sattanathapuram section of NH 45 A (₹2,153.4crore) and two-
laning of Meensurutti-Chidambaram section of NH 227, which was estimated to 
cost ₹482 crore. 

 Four-laning of the 180km stretch of Villupuram-Nagapattinam NH 45 A was taken 
up in four phases under the Centre‘s Bharatmala Pariyojana. 

 NHAI awarded the projects to the contractors in March 2018 under Hybrid Annuity 
Mode. 

NATIONAL 
 PM Narendra Modi - inaugurates the passenger terminal building of 

the Kartarpur corridor on the Indian side, also known as Integrated 

Check Post, in Gurdaspur on November 9 

 
 PM Modi, who wore an orange turban for the occasion, flagged off the first jatha of 

562 pilgrims to the Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan through the newly built 
Kartarpur corridor 

 It included former PM Manmohan Singh and his wife, chief minister Amarinder 
Singh and his MP wife, Union ministers Hardeep Singh Puri and Som Parkash, 
former Punjab cabinet minister Navjot Singh Sidhu and Akali Dal leaders Parkash 
Singh Badal, his son Sukhbir and daughter-inlaw Harsimrat, an Union minister. 

 On the occasion, the PM Modi was conferred the Qaumi Seva award by the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC). 
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 The Kartarpur corridor links two important Sikh shrines — Dera Baba Nanak in 

Gurdaspur and Gurudwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur in Pakistan. 
 India and Pakistan completed the 4.7 km corridor to commemorate the 550th birth 

anniversary celebrations of the founder of the Sikh faith on November 12. 

 Cyclone Bulbul – crossed coast and made landfall in Sagar Island in 

the Sunderbans area of West Bengal around 8.30pm on November 9 

before swerving northeast towards Khepupara in Bangladesh. 

 Bulbul approached the Bengal-Bangladesh coast across the Sunderbans delta at 
a speed of around 120-130kmph, generating a wind speed of 130-140kmph.  

 It eventually hit Sagar Island with a wind speed of 110-120kmph. 

 For the first time, a ‘Geochemical Baseline Atlas of India’ developed 

by CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) - to assess 

environmental damage was released in Hyderabad 

 The atlas consists of 45 maps of metals, oxides and elements present in top and 
bottom soils across India 

 These maps help in assessing the contamination by industries or other polluting 
sources. 

 To develop the maps, the globe was divided into 5,000 cells of 160 km by 160 km 
each. 

 Of it, India has 122 cells with the first cell being Kanyakumari and the last cell is in 
Arunachal Pradesh 

 The work was commenced in 2007 and completed in 2011 
 In one glance using the Atlas, the regions with high and low concentrations of a 

metal will be known 
 P.K. Govil, retired chief scientist at NGRI, headed the project. 
 Keshav Krishna and V.M. Tiwari are two other authors of the atlas. 
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SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 A five-judge Supreme Court bench - handed over the Ram 

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid disputed land for construction of a Ram 

temple on November 9 in a unanimous verdict. 

 
 The bench used its inherent powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to direct 

the Centre/UP government to allot five acres at a prominent place in Ayodhya for 
construction of a mosque to the U.P. Central Sunni Waqfs Board. 

 The verdict weighed in favour of deity Ram Lalla because the Hindu parties could 
produce better evidence to substantiate their right over the entire 2.77 acre 
disputed land 

 The bench ordered framing of a scheme and its implementation through a trust, to 
be set up by the Centre, within three months for construction of the temple and its 
management  

 The judges declared that the demolition of the 16th century Babri Masjid on 
December 6, 1992, was ―an egregious violation of the rule of law‖ and ―a 
calculated act of destroying a place of public worship‖ 

 The court concluded that the Muslims were ousted from the 1,500 square yards of 
the mosque through acts of damage during communal riots in 1934, desecration 
in the intervening night of December 22-23, 1949, when idols were place inside 
the mosque, and finally, the demolition of the mosque in 1992. 

 The bench of CJI Ranjan Gogoi, CJI-designate Sharad Arvind Bobde and Justices 
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer took just 23 
days to author a common judgment running into 929 pages. 

 The bench had earlier reserved its verdict on October 16 
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 The SC set aside the September 30, 2010, verdict of the Allahabad high court, 
which had divided the core disputed area of 1,487 square yards, included the 
disputed 2.77 acres of plot, into three equal parts and allotted one part each to 
Ram Lalla (the area under the central dome of the demolished mosque), Nirmohi 
Akhara (outer courtyard including Ram Chabutra and Sita Rasoi) and the rest to 
Sunni Waqf Board. 

 
 The Supreme Court‘s unanimous Ayodhya judgment broke three conventions 

followed in the SC for 70 years — a judgment always bears the name of the 
author, he/she alone reads it in open court and the main judgment isn‘t 
accompanied by an ―addenda‖ 

 Though CJI Ranjan Gogoi read out the judgment, it did not carry the author‘s 
name  

 In the Ayodhya case, the judgment had 17 chapters from ‗A‘ to ‗Q‘ with the 116 
page addenda attached to the 929-page unanimous verdict 
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 To solve the century old case, four failed mediation attempts were undertaken till 
now – in 2003 by Kanchi Shankaracharya, in 2017 by CJI JS Khehar, again in 
2017 by spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and Shia Waqf Board chairman 
Waseem Rizvi and in 2019 by a three-member panel consisting of  exjudge F M I 
Kalifulla , ace mediator Sriram Panchu and spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 

 The centre had earlier acquired the entire 67.73 acres of land including the 2.77 
acres of the disputed Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid premises in 1993 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 Mercury - is putting on a rare celestial show on November 11, 

parading across the sun in view of most of the world 

 The solar system‘s smallest, innermost planet will look like a tiny black dot as it 
passes directly between Earth and the sun on November 11 

 The entire 5 -hour event beginning on 6pm IST will be visible, weather permitting, 
in the eastern US and Canada, and all Central and South America.  

 The rest of North America, Europe and Africa will also be able to observe the 
event.  
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 Asia and Australia will not be able to observe the spectacle. 
 Unlike its 2016 transit, Mercury will pass practically dead centre in front of our 

star.  
 Mercury‘s next transit isn‘t until 2032, and North America won‘t get another 

viewing opportunity until 2049 
 Earthlings get treated to just 13 or 14 Mercury transits a century. 
 Mercury is 4,800km in diameter, compared with the Sun‘s 1.4 million km 
 Mercury will cut a diagonal path left to right across the Sun, entering at bottom left 

(around the 8 hour mark on a clock) and exiting top right (around the 2 hour mark) 

SPORTS 
 Tejaswini Sawant – clinches a quota for the 2020 Tokyo Games 

after finishing fourth in women’s 50m rifle 3position final in the 

Asian shooting championship at Doha 

 
 She had won gold in 50m rifle prone event at the World Championships in 2010 

 Abhimanyu Mishra - became the youngest International Master (IM) 

in the world on November 8 

 
 Abhimanyu, an American boy with Indian roots, bettered Grandmaster R 

Praggnanandhaa‘s record of being the youngest IM by 17 days at 10 years 9 
months and 3 days 

 Praggu had become an IM on May 30, 2016 
 Abhimanyu had achieved his maiden IM norm at the Chess Max Academy GM 

norm tournament in August this year 
 During the course of that event, Abhimanyu --- at 10 years, 7 months and 3 days -

-- had surpassed Praggu‘s record of being the youngest-ever IM norm holder by 
15 days. 

 Abhimanyu --- who has an ELO rating of 2411 --- achieved his third and final IM 
norm at the Chess Max Academy 1st Fall GM Invitational in New York. 

 Sweden’s Thomas Dennerby - was appointed head coach of the 

Indian women’s team for the U-17 World Cup 
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 The 60-year-old UEFA Pro Diploma holder had earlier guided Sweden women's 
national team to a third-place finish in the FIFA World Cup in 2011, and a 
quarterfinal spot in the 2012 London Olympics. 

 His last assignment was with the Nigerian women's national team, coaching the 
Super Falcons to the 2019 FIFA World Cup. 

 He also helped the Nigerian women win the AWCON 2018, and was awarded the 
2018 Coach of the Year in Nigeria.  

 Sweden are currently placed 5 in the FIFA ranking, while Nigeria are at 36. 

AYODHYA – A CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT 
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