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TAMIL NADU 
 The state public works department - bagged the prestigious annual award 

of Central Board of Irrigation and Power 
 The award is conferred to the state department for „excellence in implementation 

of Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP).  
 It recognises the successful rehabilitation and improvement work undertaken by 

the state in 69 dams to ensure better operational performance. 
 
 The state health department – is planning to convert at least two hospitals 

into exclusive quarantine facilities outside Chennai and Madurai for 
accomodating patients landing with symptoms of Covid-19 

 This was announced by the state health minister C Vijayabaskar on March 6. 
 The TB Sanatorium in Tambaram and a similar hospital in Thoppur in Madurai 

will possess all sort of critical care facilities for handling the disease, including 
ventilators and infectious disease experts 

 The state has also allocated around 300 beds in medical college and district 
headquarters hospitals across the state for managing the infection.  

 The department has also kept a few beds ready at the Communicable Diseases 
Hospital in Tondiarpet, Chennai. 

 
 The Tamil Nadu Electricity Regulatory Commission - gave its approval to 

Tangedco to purchase 440.64MW of wind power recently by floating 
tenders.  

 After three years of stagnation, the State is under compulsion to install additional 
wind power generation capacity to comply with the renewable power obligation 
(RPO) norms prescribed by the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission. 
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 It means additional wind power mills have to be installed in the state to generate 
the requirement of 440.64MW.  

 The state has 9,286MW wind power generation installed capacity, whereas the 
evacuation is only around 5,000MW. 

 The growth pace of wind power mills in the state has been slow in recent years, 
as there was poor response to tenders floated by Tangedco to set up new 
windmills.  

 A few tenders awarded to wind power companies in as early as 2017 are yet to 
be commissioned. 

 Also, only 70-75% of windmills are functional.  
 The oldest mills with less than 1MW capacity are mostly non-functional and need 

to be repowered or replaced with higher capacity wind mills.  
 The capacity of windmills in the state varies from 225KW to 2.1MW.  
 As per TNERC guidelines, the new tenders will be floated by Solar Energy 

Corporation of India (SECI) for Tangedco to meet the RPO for 2021-22. 
 Tamil Nadu is also the first state to use GPS in windmills 

 

NATIONAL 
 A parliamentary panel - suggested the Centre allocate ₹200 crore more to 

the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) on March 6 
 The additional funds are intended to support additional 20 non-attainment cities 

under the „Control of Pollution‟ scheme of NCAP. 
 The non-attainment cities are those which do not meet the national ambient air 

quality standard.  
 The central pollution control board (CPCB) increased the number of non-

attainment cities under NCAP from 102 to 122 in 2019, following the direction of 
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

 The Centre in its budget for 2020-21 allocated ₹460 crore to environment 
ministry for its clean air programme 
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 It had also additionally allocated ₹4,400 crore to the Ministry of housing and 
urban affairs (MoHUA) for launching pollution control measures in larger cities 
having population of above one million. 

 The parliamentary standing committee on science & technology and 
environment, is headed by Congress Rajya Sabha member, Jairam Ramesh 

 
 The Law Ministry - issued an order to set up a Delimitation Commission for 

the Union Territory (UT) of Jammu and Kashmir and the northeastern 
States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland on March 6. 

 The Commission will be headed by former Supreme Court judge Ranjana 
Prakash Desai  

 It will have Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra as the ex-officio member of 
the Commission.  

 The Election Commissioners of the concerned States and UTs will also act as 
the members of the Commission. 

 On February 28, President Ram Nath Kovind had cancelled an earlier order of 
the Union government deferring the delimitation exercise in the northeastern 
States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland. 

 The Centre is planning to commence the delimitation exercise now as there is a 
significant improvement in the law & order and security situation in these states 
apart from the reduction in insurgency  

 The „delimitation‟ exercise is undertaken to readjust the division of each State 
and the UTs into territorial constituencies for the purpose of elections to the Lok 
Sabha and to the State Legislative Assemblies 

 It was done on the basis of the 2001 Census figures and was last completed on 
November 26, 2008. 

 Earlier, this exercise was postponed in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and 
Nagaland due to the threat to peace and public order. 

 The Delimitation Commission is a powerful body, whose orders has the force of 
law and cannot be called in question before any court. 

 
 The Lok Sabha - passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Second 

Amendment) Bill and the Mines and Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill on 
March 6 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) Bill seeks to protect successful 
bidders of insolvent companies from any risk of criminal proceedings for offences 
committed by previous promoters of the companies concerned.  

 The Mines and Mineral Laws (Amendment) Bill proposes to remove end-use 
restrictions for participating in coal mine auctions 

 It will open up the coal sector fully for commercial mining for all domestic and 
global companies, reducing coal imports 

 The bill aims to amend Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) act, 
1957 and also Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015. 
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 In spite of being the fourth largest producer of coal in the world, India imported 
235 billion tonnes of coal in 2019. 

 The Centre has also set an ambitious target to reach 1 billion tonnes of coal 
production by 2024. 

 In this direction, the Centre has also allowed a FDI of 100% in the coal sector. 
 

INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS 
 India - has been approved as an observer state for Indian Ocean 

Commission (IOC), a five-nation grouping in the Western Indian Ocean 
 The IOC consists of Madagascar, Comoros, Seychelles, Mauritius and French 

Reunion. 
 The members of the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) decided on India‟s 

application at a meeting last week 
 The move is expected to support India in its SAGAR (Security and Growth for all 

in the Region) policy 
 The other four observers in the grouping are Malta, China, European Union and 

OIF (International Organization of La Francophonie). 
 China was made an observer in 2016 
 The OIF refers to the “International Organisation of La Francophonie” or 

the 54-nation French-speaking collective countries 
 The OIF, the European Union (EU) and Malta were all admitted as 

members in 2017. 
 In December 2019, the Ministry of External Affairs decided to include 

Madagascar, Comoros and Reunion as part of the IOR (Indian Ocean Region) 
desk along with Sri Lanka, Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles 

 The Indian Ocean Commission was created in 1982 at Port Louis, Mauritius. 
 

PERSONALITIES 
 America’s largest apparel retailer Gap Inc - named Indian-American Sonia 

Syngal as its new CEO 
 

 
 

 The appointment is one of the rare instance of the elevation of a woman in the 
white male-dominated corporate world. 
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 The India-born Syngal is the highest ranked Indian-American female CEO of a 
Fortune 500 company after Indra Nooyi stepped down as PepsiCo head in 2018.  

 Gap Inc, which has revenues of $18 billion, is ranked 186th in the Fortune 500 
list.  

 It is currently the largest specialty retailer in the US, with approximately 135,000 
employees and 3,727 stores worldwide, including 2,400 in the US alone. 

 The 49-year old Syngal has worked in several Fortune 500 companies, including 
10 years at Sun Microsystems and 6 years at Ford Motor Co. before she joined 
Gap Inc. in 2004.  

 Later, she became the CEO of Old Navy, Gap‟s value chain, after leading the 
portfolio‟s global supply chain and product-to-market model, and serving as 
managing director of Gap Inc. Europe. 

 The Gap-owned premium brands include Old Navy, Banana Republic, Athleta 
and Hill City. 

 Although the number of women heading of Fortune 500 companies is now at a 
record high at 33, they constitute less only 6% of female CEOs. 

 In companies ranging from Adobe, Mastercard, Micron, Microsoft to We-Work, 
there are around two dozen male CEOs of Indian-origin in global firms with over 
$5 billion in revenues.  

 Syngal earned her Bachelor‟s Degree in Mechanical Engineering from Kettering 
University in 1993 and her Master‟s in Manufacturing Systems Engineering from 
Stanford University in 1995 

 She moved to Canada and later to the US with her family when she was a child 

DEFENCE 
 The Army - is setting up 5 quarantine facilities for around 1,500 people, in 

addition to the existing set up at Manesar 
 The armed forces have instructed all formations and units to postpone or avoid 

all non-essential mass gatherings like festivals, welfare activities and parties as 
well as travel to foreign countries in view of the coronavirus outbreak. 

 The Manesar facility can handle 300 people with the existing set up 
 The five new quarantine units are being established at Jaisalmer, Suratgarh, 

Secunderabad, Chennai and Kolkata.  
 The 132 armed forces hospitals have also been asked to set up isolation wards 

and have separate outpatient departments for screening of symptomatic cases to 
prevent avoidable transmission 

 

ECONOMY 
 The RBI - announces a “draft reconstruction scheme” under which SBI will 

bring in ₹2,500 crore for a 49% stake in the crisis-ridden private sector 
entity, Yes Bank 
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 The move comes a day after the RBI superseded the Rana Kapoor-promoted 
Yes Bank board and limited the cash withdrawals at ₹50,000 (₹5 lakh in 
exceptional situations) 

 The scheme proposes full repayment of all deposits, dilution of equity, and write-
off of ₹10,800 crore of additional tier one (AT-1) bonds. 

 For employees of the bank apart from those in key managerial positions, service 
conditions including remuneration, will remain the same, at least for the next one 
year. 

 The reconstruction scheme envisages increasing the authorised capital of the 
bank manifold to ₹5,000 crore from ₹800 crore. 

 The new board to be constituted will have at least six members, an MD & CEO, a 
non-executive chairman and two non-executive directors, while the remaining 
two nominee directors would be appointed by the SBI 

 Prashant Kumar will be the RBI appointed administrator of Yes Bank 
 The scheme of reconstruction has been proposed under Section 45 of the 

Banking Regulation Act 1949 
 It gives RBI enormous powers to deal with a bank superseding any norms of the 

market regulator. 
 On March 6, rating agency Moody‟s downgraded the bank‟s long-term deposit 

rating to Caa1 from B2 after the RBI‟s announcement of a moratorium of 30 days 
 Yes Bank was one of the few green field banks that were allowed to start 

banking operations by Reserve Bank of India in the post liberalisation era 
 It later became the bank easily accessible for all those corporate borrowers 

whom other lenders did not oblige 
 Started in 2004, the bank focused more on liabilities in the first few years 
 Later after 2014 only, it started to grow its assets at a rapid pace. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Information commissioner Bimal Julka - was appointed as the chief 

information commissioner (CIC).  
 

 
 

 President Ram Nath Kovind administered the oath of office to Julka at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan on March 6.  

 Amita Pandove has been appointed as the new information commissioner.  
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 The number of vacancies at the Central Information Commission now stands at 
four.  

 The sanctioned strength for the commission is 11 including the chief.  
 The commission was functioning without a chief after Sudhir Bhargava retired on 

January 11. 
 The Central Information Commission was established by the Central 

Government in the year 2005 under the Right to Information Act (RTI), 2005 
 

SPORTS 
 The National Rifle Association of India (NRAI)  - postpones the ISSF World 

Cup 
 It was supposed to be held in New Delhi from March 15. 
 The withdrawal of 240 shooters from 23 countries due to spread of the novel 

coronavirus has forced the hosts to postpone the event 
 The combined rifle-pistol and shotgun tournament will now be held separately 
 The rifle-pistol World Cup will be held from May 2 to 12, while the shotgun World 

Cup will be held from June 2 to 9 at the Dr Karni Singh ranges in New Delhi. 
 In an attempt to contain the spread of the coronavirus, the government had 

suspended visas for sportspersons coming from China, Italy, South Korea, 
Japan and Iran 

 
 Former world champion Vladimir Kramnik - is likely to train the men’s team 

ahead of the chess Olympiad scheduled to be held in Moscow from August 
5 to 18. 

 

 
 

 Kramnik has conducted two camps with India‟s nextgen chess talent in the last 
seven months in the country 

 The men‟s team will be led by five-time world champion Viswanathan Anand, 
while the women‟s team will see current world rapid champion and No. 2 Koneru 
Humpy leading the charge.  

 The men‟s and women‟s teams will have five players each. 
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 Apart from Anand, others who will make the men‟s team will be Grandmasters 
Vidit Gujrathi and P Harikrishna.  

 On current form, B Adhiban might take up the fourth spot.  
 The fifth and final member of the side will be chosen among SP Sethuraman, K 

Sasikiran, Aravindh Chithambaram and Surya Shekhar Ganguly. 
 In the Women‟s team, D Harika will certainly be a part of the women‟s squad.  
 Tania Sachdeva, R Vaishali and Bhakti Kulkarni are likely to complete the five-

member squad. 
 However, a final decision on the team will be taken later, based on the 

performance of these players in the coming months 
 
 The entire Indian junior squad - has pulled out of the German Junior Open 

International Grand Prix Badminton tournament being held at Berlin from 
March 4 to 8.  

 However, the German Badminton Association has decided to go ahead with the 
annual tourney 

 But, the 21-member Indian squad including 14 players will come back home 
following the move. 

 
 The Spanish Para Badminton International, scheduled to be held from 

March 10 to 15 - has been cancelled due to Coronavirus outbreak.  
 The Badminton World Federation (BWF) announced that the tournament has 

been put off on the advice of Spanish health authorities.  
 The event provides the final opportunity for athletes to improve their ranking 

points to ensure qualification for the Tokyo 2020 Para Games 
 

NATIONAL DAY 
 Jan Aushadi Diwas – March 7 

 

 
 

 The day is being celebrated to commemorate the achievements of Pradhan 
Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
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 On this day, the Prime Minister is to interact with seven Pradhan Mantri 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendras through video conferencing. 

 There are more than 6,200 such Kendras in India, spread across 700 districts 
 The basic aim of the scheme is to create awareness about Generic medicines 
 The day was first observed on March 7, 2019 
 Generic Medicines are unbranded medicines that are much cheaper than the 

branded ones and equally safe.  
 Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) scheme was announced on 

July 01, 2015, by the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi. 
 Four major stores have been opened in Delhi, Guwahati, Bangalore, and 

Chennai, to ensure adequate availability of public health medicines at all PMBJP 
centers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


