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TAMIL NADU 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - laid foundation stone on March 4 

for a new project to deliver the surplus water from the Mettur dam to fill 100 
lakes in the Sarabanga river basin in the district 

 
 At a function near the Mettupatty lake in Eruppali panchayat in Edappadi 

assembly segment, the Chief Minister announced that the ₹565-crore project will 
bring Cauvery water to lakes to benefit nearly 4,238 acres 

 The project is expected to be completed in the next 11 months 
 The CM further listed out various schemes and projects which will be useful for 

farmers including the construction of check dams and barrages across river 
Cauvery at the cost of ₹650 crore. 

STATES 
 In a „historic and landmark‟ decision, Chief minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 

- announced in the state assembly that his government will make „Gairsain‟ 
the summer capital of Uttarakhand 
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 However, the CM said that modalities still have to be worked out on the duration 
(number of months each year) for which Gairsain, situated in Chamoli district of 
the state, would function as state capital. 

 According to the Chief Minister, Dehradun doesn’t serve the status of 
Uttarakhand’s permanent capital 

 The water crisis was the biggest problem at Bharairisain — about 14 km from 
Gairsain — which houses the massive assembly building currently. 

 In 2017, BJP had promised in its manifesto to declare Garsain as the summer 
capital of Uttarakhand 

 Much earlier, in 1960, Veer Chandra Singh Garhwali proposed Gairsain as the 
capital state of Uttarakhand 

 Later, in 1992, Uttarakhand Kranti Dal declared Gairsain as the capital of 
Uttarakhand. 

NATIONAL 
 The Lok Sabha - passed the bill to implement the „Direct Tax Vivaad se 

Vishwas‟ scheme on March 4 
 As per the estimates, with the new scheme, the government is planning to collect 

₹1.5 lakh crore to settle pending direct tax disputes. 

 
 The Centre had tasted success with a similar scheme for indirect taxes last year, 

prompting it to go for the ‘Vivad se Vishwas’ scheme in the Budget.  
 Under the proposed scheme, taxpayers willing to settle disputes will be allowed a 

complete waiver of interest and penalty if they pay the entire amount of tax in 
dispute by March 31 

 After March 31, an additional 10% disputed tax will have to be paid over and 
above the tax liability 

 The scheme will remain open till June 30 
 Apart from avoiding litigations, the plan is expected to help the government 

garner massive revenue at a time when tax collections have been down. 
 The bill was cleared by the lower House through a voice vote. 
 At present, over 4.8 lakh direct tax cases involving ₹9.3 lakh core in disputed 

amount are locked in appellate forums, such as Commissioner (Appeals), ITAT, 
debt recovery tribunals, high courts and the Supreme Court  
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 These cases have locked an amount of almost 80% of the government’s direct 
tax revenue in 2018-19.  

 Not just in case of tax disputes, the scheme can also be availed of in search and 
seizure operations where the recovery is up to ₹5 crore 

 The scheme can be availed once the bill is passed by Parliament. 
 
 The Indian Institute of Information Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2020, was 

also introduced in Lok Sabha.  
 It seeks to confer the status of institution of national importance on five IIITs — 

set up on public-private partnership mode in Surat, Bhopal, Bhagalpur, Agartala 
and Raichur. 

SUPREME COURT VERDICT 
 The Supreme Court - lifted the RBI ban on trading in virtual currencies 

such as Bitcoin on March 4, 2020. 
 It had quashed RBI’s 2018 circular preventing banking and financial institutions 

from providing services to any individual or business entities dealing in crypto 
currency or virtual currency 

 The apex court pronounced the judgement while hearing a plea from the Internet 
and Mobile Association of India (IMAI) challenging the RBI ban 

 Hereafter, the verdict would allow companies to use the banking platform to 
trade and transact in cryptocurrency.  

 As per the RBI, the allowing of cryptocurrency compromises the integrity of the 
banking system. 

 A bench of Justices R F Nariman, Aniruddha Bose and V Ramasubramanian 
observed that there is no evidence of damage to the banking and financial 
sectors due to trading in and circulation of virtual currency 

 The apex court also noted prohibition of involvement of banking channels had 
crippled trade and exchange in virtual currency (VC) even though there is no ban 
as such on cryptocurrency 

 The cryptocurrency asset industry is estimated to have a market capitalisation of 
approximately $430 billion globally.  

 India is estimated to contribute between 2-10% based on varied estimates.  
 The bench, however, mandated RBI to put in place a mechanism to regulate the 

virtual currency sector 
 Cryptocurrencies are virtual or digital currencies that have encryption techniques 
 They operate independently of a central bank.  
 Bitcoin is the most popularly accepted cryptocurrency.  
 Japan had accepted Bitcoin as legal currency in 2017. 
 Earlier, the RBI had issued a notification on April 5, 2018, stating that virtual 

currencies such as Bitcoin raise concerns over factors such as market integrity, 
consumer protection and money laundering. 
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CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 India - postponed the International Indian Ocean Science Conference 

(IIOSC)-2020 in view of the coronavirus outbreak. 
 The conference is scheduled to be held from March16 to 20 in Goa  
 The postponement was announced by the ESSO-Indian National Centre for 

Ocean Information Services, an autonomous body under the ministry of earth 
sciences. 

 This is the second international conference to be postponed due to the threat of 
coronavirus in the country.  

 Earlier, the 36th edition of International Geological Congress (IGC) was also 
postponed. 

 It was supposed to be held from March 2 to 8 in Greater Noida in the National 
Capital Region 

 The government has rescheduled the IGC for November 9-14 
 However, the new dates for the IIOSC are yet to be finalized 
 The IGC is a quadrennial event, held under the aegis of the International Union 

of Geological Sciences 

PERSONALITIES 
 Britain‟s World War II Spy, Noor Inayat Khan - to be honoured with a 

memorial blue plaque at her former London home this year. 
 The blue plaque scheme honours notable people and organisations who were 

based at particular buildings across London 
 The scheme is run by the English Heritage charity 
 Khan’s plaque will be set up at 4 Taviton Street in Bloomsbury, where she lived 

as a secret agent during the war. 
 It will be the first blue plaque for a woman of Indian origin in Britain 
 Khan was a descendant of the 18th century Mysore ruler, Tipu Sultan 

 
 Khan proved her service as the Special Operations Executive during the World 

War II 
 She was Britain’s first Muslim war heroine and the first female radio operator 

sent into Nazi-occupied France 
 The blue plaque will mark the house in Bloomsbury that was her family home 

when she left for France in 1943 followed by the news that she was missing the 
next year.  

 She ultimately lost her life at the hands of the Gestapo in 1944.  
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 Khan was posthumously awarded the George Cross in 1949 
 Khan was unveiled as among six women to be honoured with the plaques during 

the course of 2020 
 The move seeks to address a gender imbalance, as only 14% of around 950 

London blue plaques celebrate women so far. 
 The others on the list for the new plaques include fellow Special Operations 

Executive spy Christine Granville, 20th century sculptor Barbara Hepworth.  
 Born in September 1914 in Moscow to an Indian father and American mother, 

Khan was raised in both Paris and Britain.  
 She infiltrated occupied France, where she was tortured and killed by Nazis 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 The launch of earth observation satellite Geo Imaging Satellite, or Gisat-1 - 

has been called off “due to technical reasons” 
 The cancellation of Gisat-1 was announced by Isro on March 4.  
 The launch from the second launch pad of Satish Dhawan Space Centre in 

Sriharikota spaceport was earlier scheduled for 5.43 pm on March 5. 
 On March 5, the 2,268-kg satellite was supposed to be launched by the 

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV- F10) in the 14th flight of the 
heavy-lift rocket, which is expected to carry humans to space in 2022 

 Earlier, the satellite is said to have met all parameters and its integration with the 
GSLV-F10 was complete. 

 Gisat-1 is meant to be the first state-of-the-art earth observation satellite in the 
geostationary or geosynchronous equatorial orbit.  

 The satellite is expected to provide near real-time images of large regions of 
interest at frequent intervals, thereby helping the Indian armed forces to plan 
operations. 

 It will also facilitate near real-time observation of the Indian sub-continent, under 
cloud-free conditions, at frequent intervals 

 The GISAT-1 satellite is expected to help in the applications of disaster warning, 
forestry, agriculture and mineralogy.  

 
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) – is planning the launch of 

Chandrayaan-3 mission in the first half of next year, 2021. 
 This was announced by Union minister for department of space Jitendra Singh, 

in a written reply to the Lok Sabha on March 4 
 Chandrayaan-3 mission has been configured based on the lessons learnt from 

Chandrayaan-2.  
 The revised configuration takes care of the robustness in design, capacity 

enhancement for mission flexibility without compromising on the heritage of 
Chandrayaan-2 to the possible extent  
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 The focus on robustness in design is very crucial as Chandrayaan-2 mission’s 
Vikram lander crashlanded in the last leg of its lunar journey at the south pole 
region of Moon on September 7 last year.  

 Though all earlier operations like trans-lunar injection, lunar orbit insertion and 
orbiter-lander separation were successful in the second lunar mission, the 
Vikram lander failed to soft-land successfully 

 Hence, the Pragyan rover operation to scan the lunar surface could not be 
completed.  

 However, the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter is fully functional around Moon’s orbit, and 
will have a lifespan of seven years. 

 The Chandrayaan-3 mission is said to be comparatively economical as it would 
carry only a lander mission without an orbiter. 

ECONOMY 
 The Union Cabinet - approved the amalgamation of 10 state-run banks to 

create four large entities from April 1. 
 Earlier, the  proposed merger had been announced in August, 2019 
 According to the merger plan, Punjab National Bank will take over Oriental Bank 

of Commerce and United Bank of India, while Syndicate Bank will merge into 
Canara Bank. 

 Similarly, Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank will merge into Union Bank of India 
and Allahabad Bank into Indian Bank 

 The exercise will create seven large public sector entities with scale and national 
reach, with each amalgamated entity having business of over ₹8 lakh crore 

AWARDS 
 The 16-year-old Yeshwanth Kumar - won four silver medals at the 

IKA/Culinary Olympics 2020, held in Stuttgart, Germany 

 
 The IKA/ Culinary Olympics is the oldest, largest and most diverse international 

culinary arts competition in the world 
 It is held once in four years, just like the normal Olympics event. 
 Yeshwanth won silver medals in four categories this year — classical vegetable 

and fruit carving, live vegetable and fruit carving, artistry made from pastillage 
and gum paste. 

 To participate in the Culinary Olympics, chefs have to go through a parent 
organisation such as South India Chef’s Association (SICA) or the Indian 
Federation of Culinary Associations (IFCA). 

 Teams from any recognised culinary college or institute are eligible to participate. 
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 Last time in 2016, seven teams from India participated 
 This time, though four teams were supposed to go, only Yeshwanth participated 

from India because of the coronavirus threat and also the expense involved 
 Yeshwanth competed with 2,000 chefs from 70 different countries. 
 He won the fourth place in fruit and vegetable carving in the 2016 Olympics.. 
 Yeshwanth’s father Umasankar represented India at the Culinary Olympics in 

2012 and 2016 and won a bronze for fruit and vegetable carving on both the 
occasions. 

SPORTS 
 Teenage Indian batting sensation, Shafali Verma – becomes the World No. 

1 female player in the ICC women‟s T20 rankings, following her brilliant 
knocks at the ongoing Women‟s World Cup in Sydney, Australia.  

 
 The 16-year-old takes over from New Zealand’s Suzie Bates, who had been the 

top batter since October 2018.  
 Verma’s explosive batting saw her score 161 runs in four innings, including 

knocks of 47 and 46 against Sri Lanka and New Zealand.  
 Shafali becomes only the second India batter after Mithali Raj to top the women’s 

T20 rankings. 
 
 The BCCI‟s Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) - named former India left-

arm spinner Sunil Joshi as the new chairman of the senior national 
selection committee 

 It had also picked ex-pacer Harvinder Singh for the five-member selection panel.  

 
 Joshi will replace MSK Prasad from the south zone while Singh will replace 

former central zone selector Gagan Khoda. 
 The CAC, comprising Madan Lal, RP Singh and Sulakshana Naik, made the 

selection after being appointed by the apex council last month 
 Existing electors Jatin Paranjpe, Devang Gandhi and Sarandeep Singh will 

continue to work until the 2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the board 
when their term ends. 
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 BCCI President Sourav Ganguly had categorically mentioned that unlike in the 
past, the new tenure for national selectors will be for a maximum period of three 
years. 

 In another surprising decision, the CAC announced that it will review this panel’s 
performance after one year and make recommendations to BCCI accordingly 
when the term comes up for renewal. 

 Joshi played 15 Tests, 69 ODIs and 160 First Class matches for Karnataka while 
Singh played 3 Tests, 16 ODIs and 109 FC games for Railways. 

 
 Middle distance runner Prachi Choudhary - has failed the dope test for 

anabolic steroid, Oxandrolone metabolite, and has been provisionally 
suspended by the National Anti-Doping Agency (Nada) 

 Prachi had dragged the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) to the Supreme Court 
over her alleged exclusion in the squad for the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games 

 
 Uttar Pradesh’s Prachi, a 400m specialist, was tested out-of-competition by 

Nada’s dope control officers (DCOs) on December 30 at the NIS centre in 
Patiala 

 Her urine sample returned dope positive for Oxandrolone at Qatar's Doha testing 
laboratory. 

 As a result, Prachi, a bronze medallist at the Senior Nationals athletics meet in 
Guwahati 2018, has been provisionally suspended pending a hearing by the 
disciplinary panel into her case 

 
 The fifth edition of the Tamil Nadu Premier League (TNPL) - will begin on 

June 10 
 The first match will witness clash between Tiruppur Tamizhans and Ruby Trichy 

Warriors at the SNR College ground in Coimbatore.  
 For the first time in the tournament, there will not be a single match in Chennai. 
 Qualifier 1 and Eliminator will be played on July 8 at the NPR College ground in 

Dindigul while Qualifier 2 will be played on July 10 in Tirunelveli.  
 The final will be played in Tirunelveli on July 12 
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RANKINGS 
 For the first time, Indian technical institutions - have found place among 

the Top 50 in QS World University Ranking by subject 
 IIT-Bombay and IIT-Delhi were occupying the 44th and 47th rank, respectively, 

this year in engineering & technology. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 India also improved its presence in the top 100 list with five institutions featuring 

this year against three last year.  
 In the arts and humanities category, Jawaharlal Nehru University improved its 

ranking from 166 to 164 among the top 500 universities.  
 The University of Delhi also featured among the top 250 in this category.  
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology is leading the rankings for the eighth year 

in a row.  
 In the second and third positions are Stanford and Cambridge, respectively. 
 Delhi has the most number of institutions from India among the top 200 with IIT-

Delhi and Delhi University featured again in the social science & management 
category. 

 AIIMS has been ranked 231 in life science & medicine category, performing 
much better than its rank from 338 in 2019. 

 IIM, Ahmedabad and IIM, Bangalore were ranked in the 51-100 band for 
business & management studies.  

 Globally, Harvard, INSEAD and London Business School occupy the top three 
places.  

 In the field of design technology, the National Institute of Design was ranked 
within the 101-150 range.  

 The Royal College of Art, UK, topped the charts in this category. 
 In terms of overall ranks, IIT-B occupies the 152nd position, 10 spots higher as 

compared to last year.  
 IIT-Delhi is ranked next at the 182nd (172 in 2019) place, followed closely by the 

Indian Institute of Science at 184th. 
 
 

 

 


