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TAMIL NADU 
 Anna University – created a new world record for hovering an unmanned 

aerial vehicle (UAV) for the longest duration of six hours, seven minutes and 
45 seconds 

 

 
  
 This record pertains to multi-rotor UAV in the 5kg to 25kg category. 
 The record was declared by Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), the 

body governing air sports’ across the world 
 The attempt was made in last July by a UAV developed by the Centre for 

Aerospace Research at Madras Institute of Technology functioning under Anna 
University 

 

NATIONAL 
 The Union Cabinet - approved the continuation of the ‘Biomedical Research 

Career Programme’ for another five year term from 2019-20 to 2023-24 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MARCH 28, 2019 
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 The programme is run by the Department of Biotechnology and UK- based 
biomedical research charity, Wellcome Trust 

 The programme was initially commenced for a 10 year term from 2008-09 to 
2018-19 

 The total financial implication of the same will be Rs 1092 crore with DBT and WT 
contributing Rs 728 crore and Rs 364 crore respectively 

 
 Election Commission (EC)-  is likely to approve a Rural Development 

Ministry request to revise the wages under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) from April 1 

 The wages paid under the MGNREGA are linked with the Consumer Price Index 
for agricultural labourers 

 For Tamil Nadu, Rs 229 has been fixed as the wage per day to be given under the 
scheme 

 New Wages for various States 
 

 
 
 The Mahendra Dev Committee, formed in 2014, had recommended that the 

MGNREGA wages be linked to the state’s minimum wage. 
 Another committee formed under Nagesh Singh rejected the earlier 

recommendations of linking the MGNREGA wages to the state’s minimum 
wages, but suggested that the MGNREGA wages be linked to CPI-Rural instead 
of CPI-Agriculture labourer. 

 A recently constituted committee under Anoop Satpathy has also recommended 
in January 2019 that the MGNREGA wages be linked to the CPI-Rural, 
suggesting a national minimum wage rate be fixed at Rs 375 

 Presently, the MGNREGA wage rates of 18 states are below the minimum wage 
rates 

 The Government in this year’s interim budget had proposed to allocate Rs 60,000 
crore for rural employment scheme under MGNREGA for the year 2019-20 as 
against Rs 55,000 crore for 2018-19 

 The revised estimate for the year 2018-19 was Rs 61,084.09 crore 
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 MGNREGA, a rural job guarantee scheme introduced in 2005, now covers all the 
rural districts of the country 

 The main objective of the scheme involves providing up to 100 days of unskilled 
manual work in a financial year to every household in rural areas 

 
 Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change - notified Island 

Protection Zone (IPZ) 2019 for Andaman and Nicobar  
 It brings the norms for Andaman and Nicobar at par with Coastal Regulation Zone 

(CRZ) 2018 norms for other islands close to the mainland and backwater islands 
where a No Development Zone (NDZ) is only 20 meters from high tide line (HTL) 

 It allows for eco-tourism activities like mangrove walks, tree huts and nature trails 
in island coastal regulation zone (ICRZ) 

 The notification also allows for construction of roads, public utilities or strategic 
purposes in eco-sensitive zones. 

 Previously, IPZ 2011 stipulated an NDZ of 200 meters from the HTL for all 
islands. 

 
 Adani Port and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ), a part of Gautam Adani-led 

Adani Group - becomes the first Indian port operator to achieve a new 
record of handle 200 million tonnes (MT) cargo movement in 2018-19 

 Adani Port and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ) has 10 ports and terminals, 
including the one at Ennore in Chennai 

 It has also set an aim to double growth up to 400 MT by 2025. 
 

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 India and the African Union - signed a MoU to establish an India-Africa 

health sciences collaborative platform 
 

 
 



 

4 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 It will pave the way for cooperation in research and development, capacity 
building, health services, pharmaceutical trade and manufacturing capabilities for 
drugs and diagnostics 

 The ICMR had taken up the initiative to strengthen the cooperation in the health 
sector by establishing the forum  

 The Ministry of External Affairs along with the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) had jointly organised the first India-Africa Health Sciences Meet in 2016 in 
New Delhi 

 The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 member states 
located in the continent of Africa 

 It was founded on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and launched on 9 July 
2002 in South Africa 

 
 India and the United States - signed an Inter-Governmental Agreement for 

Exchange of Country-by-Country (CbC) Reports between the countries 
 

 
 
 The Agreement was signed by PC Mody, Chairman of the Central Board of Direct 

Taxes and Kenneth I Juster, Ambassador of the United States to India. 
 A Country-by-Country (CbC) Report contains aggregated country-by-country 

information relating to the global allocation of income, the taxes paid, and certain 

other indicators of a multi-national company. 
 

COMMITTES  
 Election Commission - appointed a committee of senior officers to look 

whether PM’s address to the nation violated the model code of conduct 
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 The address was relayed first via Narendra Modi’s exclusive YouTube channel 
and not state-owned public broadcasters, Doordarshan or All India Radio, thus 
involving no cost to the exchequer and hence no violation of model code of 
conduct 

 Later, a link/feed of the same was shared with Doordarshan and AIR and other 
electronic media networks 

 

 
 
 The EC committee will be headed by deputy election commissioner in charge of 

model code of conduct matters, Sandeep Saxena 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 Retired Justice DK Jain, ombudsman of the BCCI (Board of Control for 

Cricket in India) - has been appointed as BCCI’s ad-hoc Ethics Officer till the 
permanent appointment takes place 

 

 
 
 He will look into all the conflict of interest cases 
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AWARDS 
 Yoshua Bengio, Geoffrey Hinton and Yann LeCun, Pioneers of Artificial 

Intelligence technology – rewarded with the 2018 ACM A.M.Turing Award, an 
honour that is the technology industry’s version of the Nobel Prize 

 

 
 
 The winners will share $1mn prize funded entirely by Google 
 Hinton is VP and Engineering Fellow of Google. 
 He is also a faculty member in the University of Toronto and Brain researcher of 

Google. 
 LeCun is VP and Chief AI Scientist at Facebook and a professor at New York 

University (NYU) 
 Bengio is Scientific Director at Mila and has signed deals with IBM and Microsoft 
 He is also a professor at the University of Montreal and founder of AI company 

called Element AI. 
 The three were named as the “Fathers of the Deep Learning Revolution” by the 

Association for Computing Machinery 
 Yoshua Bengio, Geoffrey Hinton and Yann LeCun have worked together by 

developing Deep Learning for Artificial Intelligence by using neural networks for 
computing. 

 Self-driving cars, voice assistants and facial recognition technology are a few 
examples of development made possible by the works of Hinton, LeCun, and 
Bengio 

 By 2010, Hinton helped Microsoft, IBM, and Google push the boundaries of 
speech recognition, followed by the image recognition. 

 Neural networks are the electronic engines that led to some of the greatest 
advances in modern computer science such as facial and speech recognition. 
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 The ACM A.M. Turing Award was introduced in 1966 and is regarded as the 
“Nobel Prize of Computing” 

 The honour is named after Alan Turing, a British mathematician and reader in 
mathematics at the University of Manchester. 

 The first recipient of the award was Alan Perlis and the first female recipient was 
Frances E. Allen, who was honoured in 2006 

 Artificial intelligence (AI) is the intelligence demonstrated by machines, which 
includes facial recognition, speech recognition, etc. 

 It was founded as an academic discipline in 1956 
 

 Singapore’s Changi Airport - named as the world’s best aviation hub for 
the seventh time in a row 

 

 
 
 Tokyo International Airport was ranked at the second sport whereas Incheon 

International Airport ranked at the third spot. 
 Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport, New Delhi climbed 8 places to rank 

at 59th Position 
 The Skytrax World Airport Awards are voted for by customers in a global airport 

customer satisfaction survey 
 
 Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen - has been honoured with the 

prestigious Bodley Medal, the highest honour bestowed by the University of 
Oxford’s world-famous Bodleian Libraries 

 



 

8 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 
 
 The award recognizes his contribution in literature, culture, science, and 

communication. 
 In 1998, He was awarded the prestigious Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences for 

his work in welfare economics and social choice theory 
 The past winners of the Bodley Medal includes physicist Stephen Hawking, 

inventor of the World Wide Web Tim Berners-Lee and others 
 
 The Indian Green Building Council - awarded the Gold Rating to Vijayawada 

railway station, which is known as the busiest railway junctions in India for 
Green Measures 

 

 
 
 This Railway Station was ranked fourth in the Indian Railways for cleanliness 

among A-1 category stations 
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 It has 100% LED lighting, five star rated fans, pumps, and motors and solar water 
heating systems. 

 With the help of the Environment Directorate of Indian Railways, the IGBC-CII 
developed the Green Railway Stations Rating System 

SPORTS 
 Indian Shooting sensations, Saurabh Chaudhary (16 years) and Manu 

Bhaker (17 years) - claimed the senior World qualification record and gold in 
the 10m air pistol mixed team event at the 12th Asian Airgun 
Championships in Taoyuan, Taipei 

 

 
 
 The pair shot a combined score of 784 in the qualification round and later shot 

484.8 in the final to win gold 
 Out of 784, the Meerut shooter scored 396, while Manu shot 388. 
 The Indians broke the record set by Russians Vitalina Batsarashkina and Artem 

Chernousov at the European Championships five days ago 
 The mixed team had won gold at the ISSF World Cup in Delhi last month 
 They also have the junior qualification and final records already registered in their 

name 
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MISSION SHAKTI – A REPORT 
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