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TAMIL NADU 
 The 500mcft (million cubic feet) capacity reservoir being built in the lakes of 

Thervoykandigai and Kannankottai Rajaneri near Uthukottai in Tiruvallur 
district - is expected to be ready by April. 

 This will be the fifth reservoir that will be supplying water to Chennai. 
 

 
 

 The work for the construction of the reservoir began in 2013 
 Later, it was stopped within a year after problems of land acquisition emerged. 
 After settling the issue, work was restarted in 2018 and is now almost complete. 
 The Metrowater has proposed to divert Krishna water into this reservoir 
 Excess water from Krishna river and monsoon will be the main sources for the 

reservoir. 
 The new reservoir, being built at a cost of ₹380 crore, will be bigger than 

Cholavaram that can hold 181mcft of water. 
 Water from this reservoir will be supplied to locals also, who can irrigate 700 acres 

of farmland 
 The total area is 1,486 acres and the reservoir is created on 1,000 acres. 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – MAR 1, 2020 
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STATES 
 The new Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) - will be the only 

place in the country to undergo a ‘delimitation exercise’ based on the 
population figures recorded in the 2011 census. 

 The latest readjustment of boundaries of constituencies (delimitation) in the States 
and other Union Territories has been done on the basis of the 2001 census 

 In future, it will be carried out based on the 2031 census. 
 This unique provision for J&K UT was enabled through an amendment introduced 

in the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 
 The Act passed by Parliament on August 6 bifurcated the State of J&K into the 

Union Territories of J&K (with a legislature) and Ladakh (without legislature).  
 The J&K state assembly was dissolved in November 2018 and the region has 

been under Central rule since June 2018. 
 The delimitation was last done in the former state of J&K in 1995. 
 Earlier, on February 17, Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora nominated 

Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra as his nominee to the proposed 
Delimitation Commission for J&K.  

 As per the J&K Reorganisation Act, the number of seats in the Assembly would 
be increased from 107 to 114. 

 The delimitation will be done for 90 seats as 24 seats fall in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK).  

 The exercise will take at least a year to complete, which means, till then, no 
elections can be held 

 The full Delimitation Commission is yet to be appointed. 
 

NATIONAL 
 The Union Government - has approved 32 projects across 17 states in the 

food processing sector under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana 
(PMKSY). 

 The government has also set aside funds worth Rs 406 crores for the projects. 
 The main focus area of the projects is to boost employment opportunities in rural 

areas and create direct and indirect employment for about 15000 people 
 It will create more processing and preservation capacities along with the 

expansion and modernization of the existing food processing units 
 The PMKSY scheme aims to create processing and preservation capacities and 

modernise existing food processing units to increase the quality of processing and 
the shelf-life of the agricultural produce/processed food and reduce wastage. 

 The implementation period of the PMKSY scheme is 2016-20 and it has a total 
outlay of Rs 6,000 crore 
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 Overall, the scheme has 7 component schemes, which includes the creation of 
mega food parks, agro-processing clusters and integrated cold chain and value 
addition infrastructure among others. 

 The processed food market is predicted to grow from $ 322 billion in 2016 to $ 
543 billion by 2020 at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 14.6%. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 The United States - signed a deal with the Taliban in Doha on February 29 to 

end America’s longest war, spanning nearly two-decades in Afghanistan 
 The US-Taliban agreement, signed after more than a year of prolonged 

negotiations, provides a timetable for the final withdrawal of US troops from 
Afghanistan 

 However, the agreement excludes the idea of American-backed Afghanistan 
government in the war-torn country 

 The United States special representative for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad and 
the Taliban’s top political leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar signed the peace 
agreement in Qatari capital, Doha  

 U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was present. 
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 The war cost $2 trillion and took the lives of more than 3,500 US and coalition 
troops and tens of thousands of Afghans 

 

 
 

 As per the deal to end America’s longest war, the Taliban must provide a 
commitment not to extend support to jihadist groups such as al-Qaida and hold 
negotiations with the Kabul government. 

 The US is committed to withdraw from Afghanistan all its military forces, troops of 
its allies and coalition partners within 14 months of the agreement. 

 In the first 135 days, the US will reduce the number of US forces in Afghanistan to 
8,600 from the current 13,000 and later, will also bring down the number of its 
allies and coalition forces proportionately. 

 India supported the US-Taliban agreement, as announced by Foreign secretary 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, who met Afghan leaders, including President Ashraf 
Ghani, in Kabul at the same time of the signing of agreement in Doha 
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 He reiterated India’s commitment to an enhanced political, economic and 
development partnership with Afghanistan  

 It was Shringla’s first foreign trip after taking charge in late January. 
 The Afghanistan War began on October 7, 2001 when the US and NATO forces 

initiated aerial bombings in the nation, to target the Taliban and Al-Qaeda camps.  
 The war commenced in response to the 9/11 attacks, which were plotted by al-

Qaida leaders under the protection of the Taliban. 
 Al-Qaeda leader, Osama Bin Laden later claimed the responsibility of the attacks 

in 2004, which targeted and fell down the twin towers of the World Trade Centre 
 The US-led coalition forces invaded Afghanistan, launched "War on Terror" and 

eventually toppled the Taliban regime on December 7, 2001 
 Osama Bin Laden, who had evaded capture for almost a decade, was located 

finally and killed by US navy’s SEAL team in May 2011 under Barack Obama’s 
Presidency.  

 

PERSONALITIES 
 Lt Gen Madhuri Kanitkar - took over as the new deputy chief of integrated 

defence staff (medical) in New Delhi on February 29 
 

 
 

 Her husband, Lt Gen Rajeev Kanitkar, an armoured corps officer, retired as the 
Army’s quartermaster general in 2017 

 This makes the Kanitkars the country’s first-ever couple to have achieved the high 
rank of three-star officers in the armed forces 

 While Rajeev was awarded the President’s gold medal for excellence while 
passing out of the National Defence Academy at Khadakwasla, Madhuri won the 
same medal for being the best MBBS student in the Armed Forces Medical 
College in Pune. 

 A paediatric nephrologist, Kanitkar is the third woman to reach the three-star rank 
in the armed forces after Air Marshal Padmavathy Bandopadhyay (retd) and 
Surgeon Vice-Admiral Punita Arora (retd). 

 Her appointment comes soon after Gen Bipin Rawat became the country’s first 
chief of defence staff. 
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 Women medical officers have been getting permanent commission in the armed 
forces from the beginning unlike those in other wings, who will get it now after the 
Supreme Court’s recent strong directive to end gender inequality in the military. 

 Kanitkar was commissioned in the Army Medical Corps in December 1982 and 
later did her MD before training in paediatric nephrology at AIIMS 

 Kanitkar, who has won several awards, is a member of the PM’s science and 
technology innovation advisory committee 

 Before assuming her new charge on February 29, she was heading the medical 
services in the Army’s Northern Command in J&K and Ladakh. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 Realme and Xiaomi - have announced that they are going to launch a new 

range of smartphones with ISRO’s NavIC, which is known as India’s 
navigational system. 

 

 
 

 Realme CEO Madhav Seth announced on February 27, 2020, that Realme X50 
Pro 5G will be available with NavIC as India’s first smartphone with ISRO’s 
navigation technology 

 The company is going to launch Realme-6 on March 5 with ISRO’s latest 
navigation technology. 

 On the other hand, Xiaomi India’s Manu Kumar Jain also announced that the 
upcoming Redmi phones and the next Xiaomi phone will be the world’s first to use 
ISRO’s navigational system NavIC. 

 NavIC will provide much better navigation system than the traditional GPS, due to 
lesser signal breakage and network issues because of the coverage by Indian 
satellites against the present foreign satellites used in GPS 

 Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) or NavIC has been 
developed by ISRO – Indian Space Research Organisation 

 It provides accurate and real-time navigational service for Indian users up to 1500 
km from its boundary. 

 NavIC uses dual-band frequency while traditional GPS uses single-band 
frequency. 
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 IRNSS or NavIC can be used for terrestrial navigation aid for hikers and travelers, 
terrestrial, aerial and marine navigation, vehicle tracking and fleet management, 
mapping and geodetic data capture, visual and voice navigation for drivers, 
disaster management and precise timing. 

 

DEFENCE 
 Defence Minister of India Rajnath Singh - inaugurated the production facility 

of Light Combat Helicopter at the HAL campus in Bengaluru.  
 

 
 

 The project is a part of the "Make in India" initiative. 
 The Light Combat helicopter has been completely designed by HAL.  
 It has two engines and several latest technical features.  
 These helicopters will be deployed at the Siachen base, which is 4,700 meters 

above sea level. 
 This light combat helicopter is able to carry 500 km of weight.  
 The government of India targeted to reach defence exports to Rs 35,000 crore by 

2024. 
 

ECONOMY 
 India - has overtaken France and the UK to become the world’s fifth-largest 

economy, as per IMF’s October World Economic Outlook, which ranked the 
countries based on nominal GDP. 

 On the other hand, India's real GDP is predicted to witness slow growth in the 
year ahead due to credit weakness.  

 

Rank 2010 2019 

1 United States United States 

2 China China 

3 Japan Japan 

4 Germany Germany 

5 France India 
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6 United Kingdom United Kingdom 

7 Brazil France 

8 Italy Italy 

9 India Brazil 

10 Russian Federation Canada 
 

 In 2010, India was placed 9th among the world’s largest economies, behind 
countries including Italy and Brazil. 

 The United States was ranked first then, followed by China, Japan, Germany, 
France, the United Kingdom, Brazil, Italy, India and Russia. 

 In 2019, India jumped to the 5th spot, again surpassing the UK and France.  
 While the UK remained at its 6th spot, France slipped to the 7th position. 

 

SPORTS 
 Rally driver Gaurav Gill - took home a special award at the Federation of 

Motor Sports Club of India (FMSCI) Awards here on February 29. 
 

 
 

 Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju was the chief guest on the occasion and congratulated 
the national and international champions of Indian motorsports. 

 The awards witnessed over 110 national champions receive trophies for the 
national championship and special awards. 

 Gill created history by becoming the first motorsport driver to receive the Arjuna 
Award. 

 Also, 17-year-old Yash Aradhya is the first-ever to win the Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Shakti Puraskar. 
 

All ABOUT Covid-19 – A REPORT 
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