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 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - inaugurated 
kindergarten sections at Presidency Girls Higher Secondary School in 
Egmore, Chennai on January 21 

 

 
 
 The government had earlier announced that Montessori-based LKG and UKG 

classes will be started in 2,381 government middle schools with Anganwadi 
centres 

 More than 53,000 children in these middle schools will be put in KG sections in 
which the medium of instruction will be English 

 It is a pilot project for a period of three years, launched at a budget of Rs 7 crore 
 Middle school head masters will monitor these classes and surplus secondary 

grade teachers will be utilised for the same 
 Educational tools, teaching and learning materials — including colour pencils and 

crayons and printed curriculum — will be made available in all these classes 
 Four sets of free uniforms, one pair of chappals and completion certificates will be 

distributed to all the students 
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 Defence minister Nirmala Sitharaman - inaugurated the Tamil Nadu Defence 
Industrial Corridor on January 20 

 The corridor aims to take forward the Centre’s initiative to boost indigenous 
production of defence equipment through MSMEs 

 A range of defence public sector undertakings (DPSU) and private defence 
products manufacturers have pledged investments worth Rs 3,100 crore in the 
five nodal cities of Chennai, Trichy, Salem, Coimbatore, and Hosur chosen for the 
corridor in the state 

 
 Lockheed Martin, a US defence manufacturing company, has also announced its 

intention to invest in the corridor 
 Finance minister Arun Jaitley, in his budget speech on February 2 last year, had 

announced that two defence industrial production corridors will be set up in the 
country to promote domestic defence production 

 On August 11, 2018, the Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor was launched 
at Aligarh at an investment of Rs 3,732 crore 

 Earlier, the defence minister also inaugurated the country’s first defence 
incubation centre named CODISSIA Defence innovation and incubation centre in 
Coimbatore. 

 
 Tamil Nadu Government – unveils „Startup policy‟ on January 18 with a 

proposal to set up a „Tamil Nadu Startup fund‟ with a corpus of Rs 250 crore 

 
 The 2018-2023 policy aims to provide a Global innovative ecosystem in the state 
 The mission aims to create – 

 At least 1 lakh high-skilled jobs in the startup ecosystem 
 500 technology startups of which at least 10 are startups in the social impact 

sector 
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 The core objectives are to support infrastructure in areas like Internet of Things 
(IoT), artificial intelligence & machine learning (AI/ML), and software-as-a-service 
(SaaS) 

 The state is also planning to set up startup hubs in Chennai, Coimbatore, Salem-
Erode, Madurai, Trichy-Thanjavur and Tirunelveli 

 Funds 
 The state will also set up two funds to back up the startups –  

 Tamil Nadu Startup Fund –  
 It is registered as an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) for investment in 

startups and MSMEs 
 It will be managed by Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) 
 This fund has a corpus of Rs 250 crore 
 The government’s investment will be up to Rs 75 crore, the first portion of 

Rs 25 crore will be allotted in FY19-20 
 Tamil Nadu Startup Seed Grant Fund  
 Grants under this fund will be allotted to financial institutions and universities 

to back early-stage fund needs of startups 
 It has a corpus of Rs 50 crore, with an allotment of Rs 5 crore in the first 

year. 
 Tamil Nadu Startup and innovaTN Mission (TANSIM) will manage this fund, 

which will be governed by a professional ‘Scientific Startup Seed Fund Board’ 
 Nodal Agencies 

 The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII) will be the nodal 
agency to promote startups, while Tamil Nadu Startups and InnovaTN 
Mission (TANSIM) will advocate and oversee policy 

 The conditions for recognizing an entity as a startup 
 Registration under the TANSIM 
 Date of incorporation below 7 years, and below 10 years for biotech and 

AI/ML startups 
 Turnover of below Rs 25 crore 

 CoE for Fintech 
 Additionally, the Union Ministry for Electronics and IT (MeitY) will set up a Centre 

of Excellence for Fintech at Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) Chennai 
 The objective of the center if to enable startups to help financial institutions find an 

alternative way to verify customers on the basis of existing KYC documents 
 The center will be set up in association with the Electronics Corporation of Tamil 

Nadu, and Rs 23 crore has been earmarked for it. 
 Further, STPI has received a letter of intent from AU Capital Partners-UK and 

Pontaq-UK for $1 million. 
 Arun Jain, Chairman and Managing Director of the Chennai-based Intellect 

Design Arena, will be the Chief Mentor of the centre. 
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 Tamil Nadu Government‟s Health Department – has released the details of 
the beneficiaries of CM Comprehensive Insurance scheme in the last year 

 
 
 A budget of Rs 909 crores has been allocated for the scheme during the period  
 Overall, 5,42,878 people have benefitted from the scheme (Male – 3,23,778; 

Female – 2,19,048 and Transgender – 52) 
 Chennai Rajiv Gandhi Government General hospital has treated the maximum of 

30,370 patients at a cost of Rs 52 crores  
 Recently the state Government has integrated the scheme with the Centre’s 

Ayushman Bharat and increased the insurance amount from Rs 2 lakhs to Rs 5 
lakhs per person 

 Beneficiaries 
 Chennai – 34,385 – Rs 53.7 crores 
 Thiruvallur – 33,806 – Rs 49.3 crores 
 Kancheepuram – 32,211 – Rs 48.4 crores 
 Villupuram – 28,692 – Rs 43.71 crores 
 Vellore – 28,562 – Rs 47.84 crores 
 Madurai – 28,394 – Rs 50.07 crores 
 Salem – 28,098 – Rs 50.08 crores 

 
 50 Government school students and 2 Teachers– undertake „Education tour‟ 

for the first time to Finland and Sweden from January 21-30 
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 During the trip, these students will visit schools, colleges, universities and 
research labs and museums. 

 A journey by ship has also been arranged for them 
 Of the 50 students, 36 are boys and 14 girls, studying in various classes between 

Standard 8 to 12 
 They were selected on the basis of their science projects and participation in 

national level science competitions 
 
 Viralimalai Jallikattu in Pudukottai district – sets a new World record for the 

largest Jallikattu gathering with a record 1353 bulls and 700 tamers  
 It was conducted over a period of 9.5 hours continuously 
 Chief Minister, Edappadi K Palaniswami inaugurated the event 
 The event made a Guinness record by beating the earlier record of 647 bulls’ 

participation in Madurai Jallikkattu 

 
 Tiruchi district’s Muruganandam tamed the maximum number of 21 bulls and won 

the first prize  
  
 6072 Students in Class VIII and Class IX from government and aided 

schools in Chennai –join the student police cadet (SPC) programme 
sponsored nationally by the Union home ministry 

 
 The Centre is providing Rs 50,000 to each school chosen to buy the children’s 

uniforms and training material 
 The student volunteers will get a khakhi uniform, cap, belt and shoes and once a 

week will stay back after school for the training, which will be imparted by a sub-
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inspector and constable from the nearest police station, besides two designated 
teachers 

 The project aims to inculcate in children respect for the law, discipline and civic 
sense, and empathy for vulnerable sections of society. 

 It is intended to strengthen students’ commitment towards family, community, and 
the environment 

 The student police cadet (SPC) programme was launched nationally in Gurugram, 
Haryana, by Union home minister Rajnath Singh in the presence of Union human 
resource development minister Prakash Javadekar on July 21, 2018 

 The Bureau of Police Research and Development with support of the National 
Council of Educational Research and Training has prepared a handbook for 
imparting instructions 

 In the first phase, the programme is being rolled out in Chennai, Tiruvallur and 
Kancheepuram districts 

 
 The Union ministry of environment - has approved the draft „Tamil Nadu 

Coastal Regulation Zone‟ notification - allowing construction up to 50m of 
the sea, and temporary structures 10m from it 

 The draft notification prepared by the state environment department was vetted by 
the National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management and sent to the ministry 
last July 

 Buildings along the coast which were considered unauthorized until now will be 
regularized under the new rule 

 
 The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) - directed all certified 

compostable bag manufacturers to print a QR/bar code on their products to 
help consumers confirm the genuineness of their products 

 The QR/ bar code can be scanned to view information about the manufacturer 
 The TNPCB reiterated that only compostable carry bags were allowed in the state 
 Compostable bags were exempted as they are made of poly-lactic acid that are 

made from organic polymers 
 The state banned single-use plastic items such as sheets, plates, plastic-coated 

tea cups/ tumblers, straws, flags, water pouches and carry bags (irrespective of 
thickness) from January 1 

 
 More than 60 doctors from Tamil Nadu and Puducherry - launched an 

initiative called „Doctors for Clean Air – Tamil Nadu and Puducherry‟ on 
January 20 in Chennai 

 The initiative aims to bring together the medical community to address health 
implications of air pollution 

 The state launch comes a month after the national launch of the Doctors for Clean 
Air network in New Delhi 
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 The Union government - signed a Rs 2,470 crore loan agreement with Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) on January 18, 2018 for the 
Chennai Peripheral Ring Road 

 
 It aims to link Ennore and Katupalli ports in the north with East Coast Road at 

Mamallapuram covering 133.65km 
 It will comprise of four-lane divided carriageway and two-lane service road on both 

sides to accommodate future widening and laying of pipelines 
 The programme is expected to be completed by 2023 
 While the proposed project stretches from Ennore to Mamallapuram via Thatchur, 

Tiruvallur Bypass and Sriperumbudur, the state also proposed to further extend it 
from Poonjeri to Madhya Kailash via Siruseri 

 Currently, Inner Ring Road, Chennai Bypass and Outer Ring Road connect the 
radial roads with the peripheries of the city 

 The loan agreement with JICA also facilitates installation of Intelligent Transport 
Systems to mitigate the traffic congestion 

 

 The Madras high court - became the first high court to entertain a PIL 
against the Centre‟s 10% reservation for economically weaker sections of 
forward communities 

 A division bench of Justice S Manikumar and Justice Subramonium Prasad had 
issued notice to the Centre to file a detailed objection through a counter affidavit 
on a PIL filed by the DMK 
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 Department of personnel and training – issues a formal memorandum to 
kick start the 10% quota in Central government jobs notified on or after 
February 1 - for the economically weaker sections (EWS) in the general 
category  

 As per the office memorandum of January 19, persons who are not covered under 
the existing scheme of reservations for the Scheduled Castes, Schedules Tribes 
and the Socially and Educationally Backward and whose family has gross annual 
income below Rs 8 lakh are to be identified as EWS for the benefit of reservation 

 As per the DoPT memorandum, income and assets of families of persons seeking 
to avail 10% EWS quota would have to be certified by an officer not below the 
rank of tahsildar in the states/UTs 

 
 The Central Government – has accepted West Bengal‟s tableau theme of 

„Gandhi-Tagore‟ unity for the Republic day parade this year 
 The Bengal tableau showcases ‘Shantiniketan and Gandhi at Beliaghata’ as the 

theme revolving around two father figures — Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore 

 
 
 West Bengal’s Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee conceived the theme 

remembering Gandhi meeting Tagore in March 1915 at Tagore’s ‘Shyamoli’ home 
 

 Facebook Inc‟s WhatsApp messenger service - is globally limiting the 
number of times a user can forward a message to five - in a bid to fight 
“misinformation and rumours” 

 Previously, a WhatsApp user could forward a message to 20 individuals or groups 
 The five-recipient limit was earlier put into place in India by WhatsApp in July 

2018, when it had also removed the quick forward button for media messages  
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 The second edition of the Khelo India Youth Games concluded in Pune on 
January 20 

 The games are considered as the biggest platform for talent identification among 
age-group athletes in the country, featuring U-17 and U-21 categories of 
sportsperson 

 Maharashtra won the Overall winners’ trophy with 228 medals  
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