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TAMIL NADU 
 The Thiruverkadu police – had introduced the first set of boards with QR 

(quick response) codes recently within their limits 

 
 It had erected the QR coded boards at 9 places within their jurisdiction 
 The boards are intended to help people find the nearest police station 
 To access the service, the QR code has to be scanned by using a mobile phone 
 The phone will then guide the person to the nearest police station 
 As per the police, the boards will be placed on main roads, places of worship, 

bus stops and some prominent interior roads.  
 The system would also help solve confusion and conflict over the jurisdiction of 

different police stations 
 The QR code is designed and laminated in such a way that it doesn‟t get 

damaged in rain or heat.  
 A QR code is a square barcode that stores information.  
 The two-dimensional barcode encodes a large amount of characters including 

website addresses and textual and visual information 
 The information can be decoded using a smartphone equipped with a QR Code 

scanning app. 
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STATES 
 Rajasthan – has elected the country’s youngest and oldest sarpanch (Head 

of Panchayat) after the completion of the first phase of the panchayat 
elections 

 Bharatpur‟s Asruni Khan, aged 21 years and 18 days, has emerged as the 
youngest sarpanch in the entire country 

 She won the polls from Chulhera gram panchayat under Deeg panchayat samiti 
in Bharatpur. 

 The seat is reserved for OBC women 
 Apart from Asruni, there are two other Sarpanches who are of 21 years of age in 

the State 

 
 Meanwhile, at 97 years, Vidya Devi is elected as the oldest sarpanch in the 

country 
 She won the panchayat election from Puranabas gram panchayat in Sikar by a 

margin of 207 votes. 
 

 Delhi's Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal- granted Delhi Police 
Commissioner the power to detain persons under the National Security 
Act, 1980 for the next three months 

 With the permission, the Delhi Police will now get emergency detention power 
with effect from January 19, 2020 till April 18, 2020. 

 The National Security Act was promulgated on September 23, 1980 during the 
tenure of Indira Gandhi Government 

 It allows the preventive detention of a person who is seen as a threat to the law 
and order of the state or country. 

 Under the NSA, a person can be detained for up to 12 months without a charge 

NATIONAL 
 The Group of Ministers (GoM) headed by Home Minister Amit Shah - has 

finalised its recommendations to prevent sexual harassment of women at 
work places. 

 The GoM was constituted to strengthen the legal framework to prevent sexual 
harassment of women at the workplace 
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 The recommendations include addition of new stringent provisions to the Indian 

Penal Code, drafted in 1860, to deal with the issue of sexual harassment at the 
workplace 

 The GoM was constituted first in October 2018 in the aftermath of the #MeToo 
movement emerging on social media 

 It was reconstituted in July 2019 under Amit Shah.  
 The other members are Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Human Resource 

Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal and Women and Child Development 
Minister Smriti Irani. 

 The Women and Child Development Ministry had introduced the Sexual 
Harassment of Women and Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act in 2013 

 The Act was applicable to all government offices, the private sector, NGOs and 
the unorganised sector. 

 The proposed amendments would also be based on the Vishaka Guidelines 
provided by the Supreme Court in 1997, on which the 2013 Act was based. 

 It made the employer responsible to prevent or deter acts of sexual harassment 
at the workplace. 

 The recommendations would also take into account the recommendations of 
Justice J.S, Verma Committee, that was constituted following the Nirbhaya Gang 
Rape and murder in 2012 

 The 2013 Act had various shortcomings like imposing a fine of only ₹50,000 on 
employers for non-compliance among others. 

 
 The Commerce and Industry ministry - has proposed to reduce the number 

of alcohol bottles and cigarette packets that a passenger can buy at duty-
free shops on returning from an overseas trip 

 It also seeks further reduction in the value of goods and gifts that one can get in 
without paying duty, which is currently fixed at Rs. 50,000. 

 The Ministry has also recommended a prohibition of the purchase of cigarette 
cartons at duty-free shops 
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 The number of alcohol bottles that can be bought from duty-free outlets is 

proposed to be reduced to 1 from the current limit of 2. 
 The number of cigarettes that could be bought was earlier reduced from 200 to 

100, which is now proposed to be slashed further. 
 The finance ministry will take a final decision on these proposals 
 Of late, private Indian airport operators have been seeking an increase in the 

amount of duty-free liquor allowance from 2 to 4 litres to bring Indian airports on 
par with Thailand, Singapore and Dubai 

 As per Government, the move was intended to restrict the entry of sin goods and 
also to bring Indian rules in sync with global standards 

 
 Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu - will inaugurate the Centre of Excellence 

for Studies in Classical Telugu (CESCT) in Nellore in Andhra Pradesh on 
January 21 

 He will inaugurate the centre in the presence of Union Human Resource 
Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal „Nishank‟. 

 Till now, the CESCT has been functioning from the Central Institute of Indian 
Languages (CIIL), Mysuru 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal - will be leading 

the Indian delegation at the 50th World Economic Forum (WEF) at Davos, 
Switzerland. 

 The four day WEF event will begin on January 21, 2020 
 It is expected to witness participation of over 50 heads of State from 117 

countries. 
 The theme of World Economic Forum (WEF) 2020 is 'Stakeholders for a 

Cohesive and Sustainable World'. 
 The theme focuses on the idea of WEF Founder Klaus Schwab. 
 Schwab proposed that managers of the companies have a duty towards 

customers and the whole economy, besides the company's shareholders 



 

5 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 Actress Deepika Padukone will be bestowed with the WEF Crystal Award for 
spreading awareness on mental health on the sidelines of the forum.  

 The World Economic Forum was established in 1971 with its headquarters at 
Geneva, Switzerland 

DEFENCE 
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) - to commission a new squadron of Sukhoi-

30MKI fighter jets, named ‘Tiger Sharks’ at its Thanjavur airbase in Tamil 
Nadu on January 20 

 It is especially modified to carry the 2.5-tonne air launched supersonic BrahMos 
cruise missiles 

 It will be commissioned with 4 to 6 fighters at Thanjavur on January 20 and will 
induct its full complement of 18 fighters by the end of the year.  

 Tiger Sharks is the 12th squadron of the fourth-generation „air dominance‟ 
Sukhois 

 It is the first one to be based in south India after the first 11 were deployed on the 
western and eastern fronts, from Halwara, Pune, Jodhpur and Sirsa to Bareilly, 
Tezpur and Chabua, to keep a watch on Pakistan and China 

 The Sukhoi will have a combat radius of almost 1,500 km without mid-air 
refueling 

 It will combine with the 290-km range BrahMos missile to constitute a lethal 
naval weapons package. 

 
 With the launch, India now has a new weapons platform to conduct the aerial 

and maritime missions in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), especially the Bay of 
Bengal 

 The squadron is capable of carrying out „long-range precision strikes‟ against 
hostile aircraft carriers or other high-value targets 24x7 in all-weather conditions 
in the region 
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 The deployment at Thanjavur is in response to China‟s fast-expanding strategic 
footprint in the IOR 

 China is planning to establish additional logistics facilities in the IOR after 
constructing its first overseas military base in Djibouti on the Horn of Africa in 
August 2017, apart from using Karachi as a regular naval turnaround facility. 

 There are 7 to 8 Chinese warships, including submarines, present in the IOR at 
any given time 

 Last month, Indian warships drove away a Chinese oceanic research vessel, Shi 
Yan-1, after it was found acting suspiciously near the strategically-located 
Andaman and Nicobar archipelago.  

 Armed with the BrahMos missiles, which fly almost three times the speed of 
sound at Mach 2.8, the Sukhois will further boost the country‟s dominance over 
the high seas right up to the Malacca Strait.  

 The Sukhoi-BrahMos package can also be used in surgical strikes to destroy 
terror camps across the Line of Control with Pakistan 

 IAF has already inducted 260 of the 272 twin-seat Sukhois contracted from 
Russia for around $15 billion 

 Out of these, 42 of the fighters will be eventually armed with BrahMos missiles 
 The Navy already operates its Poseidon-8I long range maritime patrol aircraft 

from its INS Rajali base at Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu. 
 These aircrafts are equipped with sensors and weapons to detect, track and 

destroy enemy submarines 
 
 India - test fired K4, a nuclear capable ballistic missile successfully on 

January 19, 2020 from an submerged platform in sea in the East Coast of 
Andhra Pradesh 

 
 The K4 missile, having a range of 3,500 km, is meant for Arihant-class 

submarines.  
 India already operates Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile, K-15 or Sagarika 

missiles, whose range is limited to 750 km 
 The other under water missile being developed by India is BO-5, whose range is 

700-km 
 Till now, only the US, Russia and China have submarine-launched ballistic 

missiles capability with a strike range of 3,500km. 
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 The K-series missiles are named after former president APJ Abdul Kalam 
 They are much faster than Agni missiles.  
 The other K-series missiles are K-15, K-5 and K-6, of which K-5 and K-6 are 

under development by DRDO 
 The K-15 missiles are replica to the land-based Shaurya missile. 
 The only difference is that K-15 missiles can be deployed from submarines.  
 Currently, the Indian Navy has only one operational nuclear submarine- INS 

Arihant, which are commissioned into the Indian Navy in August 2016 
 Arihant is the first indigenously manufactured nuclear submarine, which was 

developed by DRDO 
 It is the first ballistic missile nuclear submarine to be built by a country other than 

Russia, China, France, the United Kingdom and the United States 
 The work on the second vessel- INS Arighat had begun in 2014 
 All the vessels in this class are expected to be commissioned by 2023. 

ECONOMY 
 RBI (Reserve Bank of India) – is ranked sixth in the world among other 

central banks in buying Gold from other countries 
 

 
 

 It currently holds 625.2 tonnes of gold, which is 6.6% of the country‟s foreign 
exchange. 

 These details were revealed by the report, “World Gold Outlook 2020”, released 
by World Gold Council (WGC) 

 As per the report, gold has performed the best since 2010 in 2019. 
 In 2019, the gold trade has increased by 18.4% as compared to 2010 
 The other 5 countries that have bought more gold than India include China, 

Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkey and Poland 
 In 2019, the largest gold sellers were Uzbekistan and Venezuela, which sold 

16.6 tonnes and 30.3 tonnes respectively. 
 The headquarters of WGC is located in London. 
 Its offices are located in China, India (in Mumbai), US and Singapore 

 



 

8 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

NATIONAL DAY 
 National Immunization Day – January 19 

 
 The day was observed throughout the country as a part of Pulse Polio 

Programme, 2020 
 On this day, around 17.4 crore children of age less than 5 years were 

administered polio drops to sustain polio eradication programme in India. 
 In Tamil Nadu, which has been polio-free for 16 years, around 94.2% (around 

66.41 lakh) of children were covered under the oral polio vaccination drive 
organized on January 19 

 India has eradicated polio completely in 2012. 
 In order to sustain the eradication, the Government organizes Pulse Polio 

immunization campaigns based on the standards set by World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

 As per the guidelines of WHO, the day has to be conducted twice a year at a gap 
of 2 to 4 weeks 

 The next round of National Immunization Day will be held on March 10. 
 There are two types of vaccines that are being administered in the country – 

namely IPV (Inactivated Polio Vaccine) and OPV (Oral Polio Vaccine). 
 IPV is a wild-type poliovirus strain that is administered in combination of other 

vaccines. 
 It is more effective than OPV. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


