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TAMIL NADU 
 The Tamil Nadu government - has increased the size of the homes to qualify 

for the ‘affordable housing’ scheme from 40 square metres to 60sqm within 
the limits of Greater Chennai Corporation 

 The GST to be paid on the value of such dwelling units will just be 1%, while for 
other projects it is 5%. 

 The move is expected to bring more homes under affordable housing scheme in 
the state 

 The amended rules of The Tamil Nadu Combined Development and Building 
Rules, 2019, also increased the size of the homes to 90sqm from the existing 60 
sqm in carpet area in rest of Tamil Nadu, to qualify under the scheme. 

 The Rules were notified by the municipal administration and water supplies 
department 

 Also, the state has permitted commercial constructions on plots abutting 12m 
wide roads from the earlier limit of minimum road width of 18m. 

 This is in line with Centre‟s definition of the size of affordable housing units with a 
maximum registration value of ₹45 lakh.  

 The development would benefit large sections of „middle-size‟ homebuyers as 
they will now become eligible for the Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) under 
the PMAY scheme. 

 The share of affordable houses is about 30% in the Chennai Metropolitan Area 
(CMA) comprising the city and suburbs of Chengalpet, Kancheepuram and 
Tiruvallur districts 

 The Tamil Nadu Combined Development and Building Rules was launched in 
2019 to bring the development regulations of the entire state under a single 
umbrella 
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 The Tamil Nadu government’s recently constituted State Shelter Fund – 
becomes operational in the State 

 The fund will be used to rehabilitate the urban poor in the State 
 All new construction of commercial, residential, industrial and institutional 

buildings across the State, whose floor space index (FSI) area exceeds 3,000 sq. 
m, will have to pay „shelter charges‟ between 1% and 3%, based on their 
guideline value per sq. m. 

 Also, the fund will be used in affordable housing projects for the economically 
weaker sections, through the Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board and the Tamil 
Nadu Housing Board. 

 

 
 

 The recently notifed „Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning (Levy of Shelter 
Charges and State Shelter Fund) Rules, 2020‟, will be applicable to areas covered 
by the provisions of the Tamil Nadu Town and Country Planning Act, 1971. 

 The shelter charges are liable to be paid to the planning authority or the local 
authority by the tax payer. 

 The State Shelter Fund will also be used in contributing the State government‟s 
share of the grant component of centrally-sponsored housing schemes for the 
urban poor and other purposes related to affordable housing units.  

 The fund has two components — Tier-I and Tier-II. 
 Tier-I will be administered by an eight-member Tamil Nadu State Shelter Fund 

Committee 
 Tier-II will be managed by the Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Fund Management 

Corporation Limited. 
 

 The Tamil Nadu government - will use a ₹10,000-crore loan from the Beijing-
based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) to fund portions of 
corridors 4 and 5 of Chennai Metro’s phase-II and a stretch of the peripheral 
ring road in the north of the city.  
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 The first instalment of ₹2,298.75 crore was cleared last week for extension, 

renovation and modernisation of the Grand Anicut Canal System in the Cauvery 
delta. 

 The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has funded certain 
components of metro rail and peripheral ring road. 

 Of the 118.9km long phase II of Metro Rail, JICA will be funding parts of corridors 
3 and 5 running for about 52.1km from Madhavaram to Sholinganallur and 
Madhavaram to CMBT. 

 The AIIB will fund 16 kilometres of corridor 4 between Light House and Meenakshi 
College, and the remaining portions of corridor 5. 

 Asian Development Bank will also be funding the project 
 The AIIB will provide a $378 million loan for phase II and III of the peripheral ring 

road project for which the Centre has already given its sanction in September, 
2019.  

 While phase I is done by JICA, the AIBB will handle 57km between Thatchur in 
North Chennai and Sriperumbudur, linking Kolkata, Tirupati, and Bengaluru 
national highways 

 Developed by the officials of IAMWARM (Irrigated Agriculture Modernisation and 
Water Bodies Restoration and Management) and Trichy region, the project aims 
to restore the system, strengthen the embankments, rectify structural damage in 
the 80-year-old Grand Anicut system 

 The system feeds 694 tanks through 2,332 regulators and 160km of canals in the 
region before ending in the Bay of Bengal. 

 

NATIONAL 
 The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) - has fixed 1:15 

faculty-student ratio for deemed universities, autonomous colleges and 
accredited engineering colleges.  

 The approval handbook for 2020-21 was released on February 5. 
 The AICTE has revised the faculty-students ratio in 2018-19 to 1:20, thereby 

leading to more teachers losing their jobs 
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 The move announced now is expected to increase the demand of faculty in the 
State 

 

 
 

 The AICTE also announced that the technical institutions should have 60% of 
their courses to be accredited within the next three years 

 It also instructed that the institutions should not demand original degree 
certificates from faculty members at the time of joining the institution 

 The failure to do so would attract ban on admission for one year or withdrawal of 
approval of the violating institution. 

 
 The Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani – tabled the 

parliamentary panel report suggesting steps to curb child porn  
 The report was prepared by an ad hoc committee set up by the Rajya Sabha, led 

by Congress MP Jairam Ramesh 
 It was submitted to the Chairman of the House on January 25 
 The report recommends a comprehensive strategy detailing technological, 

institutional, social and educational as well as State-level measures to tackle the 
menace. 

 It has recommended strengthening the National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights to curb child pornography. 

 Among its key recommendations is a code of conduct or a set of guidelines for 
ensuring child safety „online‟ to the Internet service providers (ISPs) 

 The ISPs should strive to identify and remove child sexual abuse material (CSAM) 
 They should also report such content and identify those who are accessing them 

to the authorities under the national cybercrime portal. 
 
 The 2nd National Judicial Pay Commission has recommended – a revised 

pay structure for judicial officers of subordinate courts across the country 
 It has proposed a huge increase in the existing starting monthly emoluments of 

first class magistrate from ₹27,700 to ₹77,840 and that of a district judge to 
₹1,44,840. 

 The highest pay grade of the district judge has been fixed at ₹2,24,100.  
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 The pay of the senior civil judge, the next higher grade to the first class 
magistrate, has been recommended at ₹1,11,000. 

 The increase in pay and pension of the judicial officers have been recommended 
to take effect from January 1, 2016 with arrears to be paid within this year. 

 The commission has further recommended pension at 50% of last drawn pay with 
effect from January 1, 2016, while fixing the family pension at 30% of the last 
drawn pay. 

 However, the commission has decided to discontinue the City Compensatory 
Allowance (CCA)  

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 U.S. President Donald Trump - was acquitted by the Senate on February 5 

after the end of a five month process. 
 

 
 

 Senators voted 52 to 48 to acquit Trump of the abuse of office charge and 
obstruction of Congress 

 Republican Mitt Romney voted alongside all 47 Democrats, thus becoming the 
first senator in the U.S. history to vote to convict a President from his own party. 

 Earlier, it has to be recalled that Republican Senator Romney lost his presidential 
bid to Obama in 2012 

 Trump was impeached by the House of Representatives 
 Under abuse of power charge, Trump was charged with withholding $391 million 

military aid and pressuring Ukraine to investigate Trump‟s rival and former Vice-
President, Joe Biden and his son, Hunter Biden 

 Under obstruction of Congress charge, Trump was accused of blocking witnesses 
and documents sought by the House 

 The Democrats needed two-thirds of votes to impeach Trump in the Senate but 
they failed in their attempt as they did not have the required majority. 

 The ruling Republican party has 53 seats in the 100-member Senate, while the 
Democrats have 47 seats. 

 Donald Trump is the third US President to face the impeachment trial in the 
history of US Politics.  

 Apart from Trump, two other US Presidents were impeached by the US House of 
Representatives - Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998 
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 However, all the three Presidents were acquitted by the Senate and thus not 
removed from the office. 

 

PERSONALITIES 
 The Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory administration - invoked the Public 

Safety Act (PSA) to extend the detention of former CMs Omar Abdullah and 
Mehbooba Mufti along with NC general secretary Ali Muhammad Sagar and 
senior PDP functionary SartajMadani for another three months  

 

 
 

 The four politicians had been detained under Section 107 of the CrPC and kept 
under house arrest since the revoking of Article 370 in J&K on August 5, 2019 

 Following completion of six months detention on February 5, 2020, continuing to 
hold them under the same law would have become untenable. 

 Hence, immediately after their release now, they were booked under the Public 
Safety Act. 

 Omar Abdullah's father and former J&K Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah was 
booked under the Public Safety Act (PSA) on September 16, 2019 and kept under 
house arrest at his private Gupkar Road residence 

 It is the first time when a former chief minister of Jammu and Kashmir has been 
booked under the PSA. 

 On August 5, the Centre tabled a bill in Parliament to revoke Sections 370 and 
35A of the Constitution, putting an end to J&K‟s special status.  
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 Madani‟s detention under the PSA was approved by the district magistrate of 
Kulgam on the basis of a police report 

 The report stated that “he played a vital role in mobilising anti-social elements in 
the Valley” in the aftermath of the 2009 Asiya and Neelofar rape-murder case in 
Shopian. 

 In Sagar‟s case, the report submitted by the police to the district magistrate of 
Srinagar states that “he was very vocal” against the nullification of Articles 370 
and 35A and had “instigated” people to protest against it. 

 The Public Safety Act, 1978 of Jammu and Kashmir is a defensive detention law 
that allows taking a person into custody to prevent him or her from acting in any 
matter that is prejudicial to “the security of the state or the maintenance of the 
public order”. 

 A similar act called the National Security Act (NSA) is used by the other state 
governments for preventive detention. 

 Under the PSA, a person can be held for 2 years without trial and they need not 
be produced before a court.  

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 Christina Koch, who returned to Earth on February 6 - completed the 

longest stay by a female astronaut in space, 328 days. 
 

 
 

 She and Jessica Meir executed the first all-woman spacewalk outside of the 
International Space Station (ISS) on October 18, 2019 

 The pair spent seven hours outside the ISS replacing a failed power control unit. 
 Koch performed six spacewalks during her mission and set a duration record for 

time in space 
 The first female spacewalk was supposed to be Anne McClain and Koch last 

March.  
 But since only one „female‟ suit was available, the spacewalk was conducted with 

a male astronaut and Koch. 
 Currently, the American record-holder for the longest single stay is Scott Kelly, 

with 342 days in space 
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 Also, the record-holder for cumulative time is Peggy Whitson with 665 days 
spread over three flights. 

 Koch conducted research in microgravity on Mizuna mustard greens, examining 
the role of gravity and space on whole-plant health, cellular development and 
tissue growth.  

 Perhaps most importantly, she also looked at how growing plants affects human 
community. 

 Koch and Meir also participated in the second and third all-female spacewalks. 
 

ECONOMY 
 The Reserve Bank of India - released the Sixth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 

Statement 2019-20 on February 6, 2020 
 The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

decided to keep the interest rates unchanged following a rise in inflation 
 This is the second straight policy review meeting where the rates have been kept 

unchanged.  
 The RBI reduced the rates by 135 bps between February and October 2019 

before deciding to keep it „unchanged‟ in the December policy review. 
 RBI governor Shaktikanta Das took some unconventional steps to bring down 

borrowing costs in his last monetary policy for the current fiscal 
 The committee announced to keep the policy Repo Rate unchanged at 5.15% 
 With Repo Rate being unchanged, the Reverse Repo Rate too remains the same 

at 4.9%. 
 The Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) & Bank Rates stood at 5.4% 

  

 As per the new policy statement , Loans for housing, auto and small businesses 
are likely to get cheaper  

 RBI would provide cheap long-term financing to banks for up to ₹1 lakh crore 
through long term (one-year to three-year) repos.  

 The cash reserve requirements would be waived on deposits that are used to 
provide retail loans between January 21, 2020 and July 31, 2020.  



 

9 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 This will make housing, auto and SME loans cheaper as 4% of deposits 
impounded in cash reserves will be freed.  

 The Policy brings down the rate at which Banks used to lend to Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

 MSMEs which began defaulting from January 1, 2020 can now restructure their 
loans till December 31, 2020. 

 The Policy asks Banks to not apply Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) Restrictions on 
any incremental Housing/Automobile/MSMEs loans during January 2020 - July 
2020. 

 CRR is the amount a bank has to reserve with the RBI as per the norms 
 To help boost the real estate sector, the Policy says that the real estate projects 

which have been delayed beyond the control of borrowers will get additional 1 
year to carry out commercial operations 

 The next measure announced to bring down cost of loans was benchmarking 
loans to medium-sized enterprises to RBI‟s repo rate (the rate at which RBI lends 
to banks). 

 The GDP growth for the next financial year is projected at 6% - in the range of 
5.5-6% in the first half of the FY21 and 6.2% in Q3.  

 The growth projection for the current financial year was fixed at 5%. 
 The outlook for the consumer price index-based inflation has been revised upward 

to 6.5% for the fourth quarter of the current financial year and 5.4-5.0% for the first 
half of 2020-21.  

 It‟s projected at 3.2% for third quarter of the next financial year. 

 

 


