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TAMIL NADU 
 The Tamil Nadu government – has decided to observe February 24, the birth 

anniversary of former chief minister J Jayalalithaa, as the State ‘Women and 
Children Safety Day’ 

 

 
 

 This was announced by the Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami on February 
19 

 The decision is ―to remember the late leader‘s noble service for the welfare of 
children, especially the girls‖, as per the Chief Minister. 

 On the occasion, the chief minister announced in the assembly five schemes for 
the welfare of destitute girls.  

 The state government would deposit Rs 2 lakh to each destitute girl child staying 
in government homes 

 Upon completion of 21 years, the amount would benefit the child when she leaves 
her home and starts a new life. 

 Also, the state government sanctioned a special financial assistance to destitute 
girls when they leave a government home on completion of 18 years.  

 The financial support will help them pursue higher education, skill development 
training, employment and self-employment.  

 The assistance will continue till they complete 50 years. 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – FEB 20, 2020 
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 The Government has also decided to enhance the monthly maintenance support 
from Rs 2,000 to Rs 4,000 to adopted parents of destitute girl children at 
government homes.  

 This support will continue for five years to the adopted parents. 
 The chief minister announced employment of destitute children from government 

homes in social welfare, social justice, ICDS departments, the categories of C and 
D, which would not fall in the purview of the Tamil Nadu Public Service 
Commission.  

 They would also be prioritised in jobs in noon meal centres and anganwadis. 
 Former CM, J Jayalalithaa had initiated a cradle baby scheme to curb female 

infanticide.  
 The chief minister also announced that the government would award gold, silver 

and bronze medals and certificates to three district collectorates who improve 
child sex ratio, provided ratio was lesser than the average in those districts. 

 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - announced three welfare schemes 

for Muslims on February 19. 
 The Government has raised the ulemas‘ (Muslims scholars) monthly pension to 

₹3,000 from ₹1,500.  
 Poor ‗pesh imams‘ , ‗mothinars‘, Arabic teachers and ‗mujawars‘ who retired from 

service of Tamil Nadu Waqf Board institutions are paid a pension under the 
scheme.  

 Those who attained 60 years of age and completed 20 years of service are 
eligible to receive pension.  

 The scheme was implemented in the state in 1981. 
 There are 2,814 institutions registered with the state Waqf Board.  
 The CM also announced that ulemas of these institutions would either get a cash 

support of ₹25,000 to purchase a two-wheeler or 50% of the vehicle cost, 
whichever is less, as subsidy. 

 The government also announced to construct a Haj Illam (Haj house) on a piece 
of land identified by the Tamil Nadu Waqf Board at a cost of₹15 crore 

 The house will facilitate the pilgrims to get accommodation and receive necessary 
support for luggage and documentation work.  

 Every year, around 4,000 people go for the annual Haj pilgrimage via Chennai 
airport.  

 Last year, 4,300 pilgrims performed the pilgrimate. 
 
 In a first-of-its-kind move, the Tamil Nadu government – has proposed to 

award the construction contracts of Elcot’s two proposed IT parks to the 
State Public Works Department (PWD), instead of the private competitive 
bidding route.  

 The parks are expected to come up at Coimbatore and Trichy. 
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 Deputy chief minister O Panneerselvam, who is also the state‘s finance minister, 
announced in the latest budget that Elcot would develop IT parks in Coimbatore 
and Trichy.  

 In the budget, ₹100 crore was allotted for the 2.5 lakh-sqft IT park in Coimbatore 
and ₹40 crore was allotted for the construction of a 1 lakh-sqft IT park in Trichy. 

 The decision to construct the facilities through PWD and not by private 
construction companies was taken at a top level official meeting held in the 
Secretariat in the first week of February 

 In case of IT parks promoted in the government sector – either by Elcot or through 
Tidel Park Ltd, the services of ‗CRN Architects and Engineers‘ will first be utilized 

 The CRN will design and provide construction specifications, as IT parks need to 
be intelligent buildings in line with the requirement of global IT majors. 

 Based on the design, competitive bids will be invited from construction companies 
 These companies have to first qualify by meeting the technical specifications and 

then offer the lowest bid to bag contracts.  
 CRN will monitor the construction at every stage of completion. 
 CRN is a company jointly promoted by Tidco and Elcot 

 
 Chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami - inaugurated the sixth phase of 

excavation at Keeladi through videoconferencing from Chennai on February 
19, following which work at the site began 

 

 
 

 The excavations at Keeladi have revealed the presence of an ancient civilisation 
that flourished on the banks of the Vaigai river. 

 The Government has allocated ₹40 lakh for the first phase of this excavation and 
additional amount would be released as per the requirement later 

 The sixth phase would be one of the longest excavations in this ancient site and is 
expected to go on till the end of September this year. 

 This phase would be using advanced technologies including LiDAR (light 
detection and ranging), photogrammetry, ground penetrating radar (GPR) etc.,  

 The excavation is expected to go on simultaneously in all four villages - Keeladi, 
Konthagai, Manalur, and Agaram - which has been approved by the Central 
Advisory Board of Archaeology (CABA). 

 The excavation in the last five phases has revealed more than 15,500 artefacts 
from the Keeladi site.  
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 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) conducted the first three phases from 
2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017, while the next two were done by the state 
archaeology department. 

 Though five excavations have been completed only the report of the fourth phase 
has been published in detail so far, which revealed that Keeladi dated back 2,600 
years ago. 

 
 Tamil Nadu and Australia – to come together for the restoration of Humayun 

mahal in Chennai  
 

 
 

 Australian forensics and Tamil traditional building methods will be used for the 
renovation of Humayun Mahal at the Chepauk Palace 

 On February 19, AusHeritage, an Australian network of heritage experts and 
architects held discussions with the state public works department on restoring 
the building that suffered serious damages in a fire accident in 2012. 

 The State would be using the traditional materials such as eggs, curd, aloe vera, 
palm jaggery and limestone ground using Kangeyam bulls for the restoration 
work.  

 
 Eminent educationist, M Ananda krishnan – will be proposed as the senate 

nominee for the Madras University VC search panel 
 

 
 

 The Madras University teachers‘ association (MUTA) along with association of 
university teachers (AUT) and principals association has decided to nominate 
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eminent educationist and former vice chancellor of Anna University, M Ananda 
krishnan as the senate nominee for the vice-chancellor search panel.  

 A special senate meeting to elect the senate nominee will be convened on 
February 20. 

 The tenure of University of Madras vice-chancellor P Duraisamy will end in May 
and the process to appoint the search committee for the next VC has already 
started.  

 

NATIONAL 
 PM Narendra Modi’s former principal secretary, Nripendra Misra - has been 

nominated Chairman of the committee for construction of Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya 

 

 
 

 The decision to appoint the UP cadre IAS officer for the temple building committee 
was taken at the first meeting of the newly constituted Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teertha Kshetra Trust. 

 Earlier, the PM expressed his desire to construct a ―beautiful and grand‖ temple in 
Ayodhya in a time-bound manner and with strict adherence to quality.  

 Misra‘s experience as an official in UP, including a stint as Kalyan Singh‘s private 
secretary when he was CM, can be expected to come in handy in steering the 
project  

 Importantly, as principal secretary to Mulayam Singh Yadav (when the latter was 
CM), Misra had advised against tough measures in dealing with karsevaks 
mobilised by VHP for laying the foundation stone for the temple at the disputed 
Ayodhya site in 1990. 

 Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, a prominent figure in the temple movement, and VHP 
functionary Champat Rai have been appointed president and general secretary of 
the trust, respectively.  

 Swami Govind Dev Giri, a Pune-based seer, was appointed treasurer. 
 The meeting took place at the residence of veteran Supreme Court lawyer K 

Parasaran 
 It had also decided to consult astrologers on when to start construction  
 Parasaran has successfully argued for the title of the Ayodhya site to be awarded 

to Hindus. 
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 Gyanesh Kumar, additional secretary in MHA, represented the Centre at the 
meeting 

 
 The Cabinet - cleared the Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) 

Regulation Bill, 2020 on February 19 
 The new bill proposes a legal framework and code of conduct to keep a check on 

in vitro fertilisation, embryo transfers and sperm banks, which are a set of infertility 
related services and industry that is mushrooming rapidly in the country 

 The bill proposes a fine of up to ₹10 lakh for anyone indulging in sale of embryo 
or trafficking at the first instance, and jail term of up to 12 years after that.  

 It proposes to establish a national registry and registration authority which will be 
applicable to all medical professionals and clinics operating or providing services 
in the field of ART. 

 The bill also intends to set up a national board and a state board to help 
implement the legal framework.  

 Besides, it proposes to create a central database of all clinics and banks across 
the country.  

 The database will also include detailed information about services like the nature 
of the method through which the outcome is achieved 

 

 
 

 The bill prohibits sex determination and sex selection. 
 It also contains provisions to ensure confidentiality of the donor as well as the 

recipient of such services. 
 Recently, the parliamentary committee recommended the Surrogacy Regulation 

Bill in Rajya Sabha and the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment 
Bill, 2020, that was approved by the Cabinet last month. 

 The Surrogacy Regulation Bill was sent to a 23-member select committee of the 
Parliament, headed by the BJP‘s Bhupender Yadav. 

 In its report tabled recently during the budget session, the committee said it would 
be wise to bring the ART bill before the Surrogacy Bill, 2019, to establish a 
regulatory mechanism for ART clinics. 

 According to the experts, ART, of which surrogacy and IVF are most commonly 
used procedures, is an over ₹3000-crore industry. 
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 The Centre - revamped its flagship crop insurance scheme on February 19 
 The revamped scheme aims to address issues in its implementation, where 

farmers suffer due to delay in disbursal of claims in case of crop failure.  
 The government made the scheme voluntary for farmers and increased the 

central share in premium subsidy to 90% for north-eastern states from the existing 
sharing pattern of 50:50. 

 These changes, approved by the Union cabinet, will be implemented from the 
upcoming Kharif (summer crop) season throughout the country.  

 The changes will be applicable to two ongoing schemes — ‗Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana‘ (PMFBY) and Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance 
Scheme (RWBCIS).  

 It is expected that the proposed changes will enable quick and accurate yield 
estimation, leading to faster claims settlement and increase the insurance 
coverage in north-eastern states. 

 Enrolment under the scheme will be made voluntary for all farmers 
 It is currently mandatory for the farmers opting for loan to take insurance cover 

under PMFBY, which was launched in February 2016. 
 The government is also planning to separately bring a new scheme for 151 highly 

water stressed districts. 
 These 151 districts include 29 districts which are doubly stressed because of low 

income of farmers and drought. 
 
 India - will switch to the world’s cleanest petrol and diesel from April 1 
 The nation is changing straight to Euro-VI emission compliant fuels from Euro-IV 

grades now, a feat achieved in just three years 
 From April 1, India will join the select league of nations using petrol and diesel 

containing just 10 parts per million of sulphur 
 The movement to BS-VI aims to cut vehicular emissions, which are said to be one 

of the reasons for the extreme pollution in major cities. 
 
 The Centre - approved the second phase of the Swachh Bharat Mission 

(Rural) on February 19 
 The second phase focuses on sustainability of ‗Open Defecation Free‘ (ODF) 

programme and management of solid and liquid waste.  
 This phase, billed as ODF Plus, will be implemented between 2020-21 and 2024-

25 with a total outlay of over Rs 1.4 lakh crore. 
 The ODF Plus programme, approved by the Cabinet, will converge with 

MGNREGA, especially for grey (non-toilet) water management and will 
complement the newly launched Jal Jeevan Mission. 

 It will work towards ensuring that everyone uses a toilet. 
 Of this Rs 52,497 crore will be allocated from the budget of Department of 

drinking water and sanitation  
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 The balance amount will be provided from the funds being released under 15th 
Finance Commission, MGNREGS and revenue generation models, particularly for 
solid and liquid waste management 

 The Swachh Bharat mission was launched on October 2, 2014, when the 
sanitation coverage in the country was reported at 38.7%.  

 More than 10 crore individual toilets have been constructed since the launch of 
the mission 

 As a result, rural areas in all states have declared themselves ODF as on October 
2, 2019 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 Britain - launches a new points-based immigration system starting next 

year. 
 The new streamlined visa system was inspired by Australia‘s points based 

immigration system 
 It will take effect from January 1, 2021, and will replace the Tier 1 and Tier 2 

schemes.  
 The cap on the numbers of skilled workers is being removed and a small number 

of highly skilled workers will be allowed to enter without a job offer. 
 The new post-Brexit single global system for workers will treat EU and non-EU 

citizens equally 
 It aims to replace the ―free movement‖ that has existed between the UK and the 

EU, allowing an unlimited number of EU citizens to live and work in the UK and 
vice versa, without the need for any visa.  

 Freedom of movement ends when the transition period ends on December 31, 
2020 

 Skilled migrants will now require 70 points to be eligible to apply to enter the UK to 
work.  

 A job offer with an employer, a minimum salary of £25,600 a year, the ability to 
speak English and an A-level qualification or equivalent will be mandatory under 
the new skilled worker route, which will open in autumn 2020.  

 Under the current Tier 2 system, skilled workers need a degree and a £30,000 
minimum salary. 

 Points will be assigned for specific skills, qualifications, salaries or professions 
with the aim being to attract those from across the globe with the highest skills.  

 Skilled workers can be accompanied by dependents and they will be eligible to 
apply for indefinite leave to remain (permanent residency). 

 Those who don‘t meet the £25,600 salary threshold should have a job offer in a 
shortage occupation or having a PhD relevant to the job, against a lower salary, 
provided they will earn above £20,480 

 The ―firm and fair points-based system‖ was designed to ―attract high-skilled 
workers‖ as per the requirements of the country 
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 Significantly, there will be no general low-skilled or temporary work route 
 There will be no route for self-employed people either, although they may be able 

to obtain an innovator visa, or enter under the global talent scheme 
 The global talent scheme allows scientists, academics and researchers to work in 

the UK without a job offer. 
 Students will also be covered by the points-based system.  
 They will achieve the required points if they have an offer from an approved 

educational institution, speak English and are able to support themselves during 
their studies. 

 British Home secretary Priti Patel launched the scheme on February 19 
 

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 US – to sign two more lucrative Indian defence contracts worth $3 billion, 

with several other deals worth over $7 billion being in the pipeline, when its 
President Donald Trump visits India on February 24. 

 The cabinet committee on security (CCS), chaired by PM Narendra Modi, on 
February 19 gave the final nod to the two deals 

 The deals propose to acquire 24 MH-60 ‗Romeo‘ naval multi-mission helicopters 
for ₹15,157 crore ($2.12 billion) and 6 additional AH-64E Apache attack choppers 
for ₹5,691 crore ($796 million) from the US 

 The deals would take the total value of Indian defence contracts bagged by the 
US to well past the $20 billion mark just since 2007. 

 The other proposed deals in the pipeline include six more P-8I long-range 
maritime patrol aircraft ($1.8 billion), the National Advanced Surface to Air Missile 
System-II for the missile shield over Delhi ($1.8 billion), 30 Sea Guardian armed 
drones (over $2.5 billion) and 13 big MK-45 naval gun systems for warships 
($1.02 billion). 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 The government - has appointed former IAS officer and secretary to the 

President Sanjay Kothari as the chief vigilance commissioner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Former information and broadcasting secretary and senior-most 

information commissioner Bimal Julka was named the chief information 
commissioner. 
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 The decision to fill the two top posts was taken at meeting of the respective 
selection panels comprising PM Narendra Modi, leader of the largest opposition 
party in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and home minister Amit Shah on 
February 18. 

 The CVC‘s post was lying vacant since the retirement of K V Chowdary in June 
last year and vigilance commissioner Sharad Kumar had been holding charge 

 The CIC‘s post has been vacant for more than a month following Sudhir 
Bhargava‘s retirement in January 2020. 

 
 Indian-American Sri Srinivasan - took over as chief judge of the influential 

‘Appeals court’ in Washington DC 
 

 
 

 With the appointment, he becomes the first person of Indian origin to lead a 
federal court that is just one step below to the US Supreme Court. 

 Sitting chief judge Merrick Garland formally passed the gavel to the Chandigarh-
born Srinivasan in a ceremony 

 The US court of appeals for the D.C. circuit is considered the most powerful court 
in the country next to the apex court, with four of the nine sitting Supreme Court 
justices having served there. 

 The court handles high-profile separation-of-powers cases among others 
 It is expected to rule on several lawsuits with bearing on President Trump‘s future 
 Srinivasan, who will be 53 next week, is widely seen as a moderate and collegial 

judge 
 He got his promotion and confirmation to the appeals court by a 97-0 vote in the 

US senate during the Obama presidency.  
 His parents, both academics, moved to the US in the 1960s and he grew up in 

Lawrence, Kansas. 
 Srinivasan took his oath of office on the Bhagawad Gita  
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AWARDS 
 Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, chairperson and MD, Biocon, was on February 19 

named the EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2019 
 

 
 

 She will now represent India at the EY World Entrepreneur of the Year Award 
(WEOY) in Monte Carlo from 4 – 6 June 2020. 

 Over 500 business personalities attended the event to celebrate the 21st edition 
of the EOY Awards in India.  

 Awards were also announced for nine other categories, with the winners 
representing both mature industries and unicorns 

SPORTS 
 FC Goa - gets the honour to become the first Indian club to take part in the 

high-profile AFC Champions League group stage next season. 
 FC Goa have had four top four finishes in five seasons, made it to the final twice, 

first team to record 50 wins in the Indian Super League (ISL) and have now 
broken their own record of most goals (46) in the league stage 

 FC Goa became league leaders with an unassailable 39 points at the end of the 
league stage.  

 For their efforts, they will receive Rs 50 lakh and a Shield introduced by the 
organisers for the first time.  

 The AFC Champions League is second only to the European club competitions in 
terms of prize money. 

 A place for an Indian club among the elite in Asian football was made possible by 
the Asian Football Confederation‘s decision to increase the number of teams from 
32 to 40 for next season 

 According to tentative groupings, when the competition starts next season in 
January 2021, Goa could be up against the clubs from Iran, Uzbekistan, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  

 
 An international level gold medal-winning boxer, Asian junior hammer throw 

champion and a World Police Games champion judoka - are among the 11 
new cases to figure in the list of dope cheats in an Olympic year. 
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 Leading woman boxer in 54kg weight category, Bhopal‘s Divya Pawar, has failed 
the dope test for stimulant Higenamine, a specified substance 

 Her sample was collected during the elite national women‘s boxing 
championships, held in Kannur last December 

 She was tested at Qatar‘s anti-doping lab, which gave its findings earlier this 
month. Divya had lost in the semifinals at the meet. 

 Divya is the third leading boxer to have failed the dope test in recent times — after 
2020 Tokyo Olympics probable Neeraj (57kg) and the reigning national champion 
in the 91kg category, Olympian Sumit Sangwan.  

 Divya had won the gold medal at the International Golden Glove boxing 
tournament in Serbia in July 2018 

 She had settled for a bronze at the AIBA Asian youth boxing championship in 
Bangkok in April 2018.  

 She had clinched the gold at the inaugural Khelo Indian Youth Games (KIYG) in 
January 2019 and had won the bronze at the recently-concluded 2020 edition of 
the KIYG 

 In other cases, a former Asian junior gold medallist, hammer thrower Ashish 
Jakhar, has tested for metandienone, an androgen and anabolic steroid, and was 
provisionally suspended.  

 Jakhar had broken the national record (he threw the 6kg iron ball and chain to 
75.04m in the men‘s U-20 competition) at the junior national Federation Cup in 
2018 to surpass Harvinder Singh Dagar‘s 71.53m-record set at the 2010 Asian 
Youth Championships in Hanoi. 

 Vishal Ruhil (73kg), who had won the gold in World Police Games 2019 and 
represented India at the World Judo Championship 2019 in Tokyo, had tested 
positive for dimethyl butylamine, a banned substance.  

 
 India’s Greco-Roman wrestlers – finished with three bronze medals – 

Haryana’s Ashu and Hardeep and Punjab’s AdityaKundu at the Asian 
Wrestling championships on February 19 

 Overall, India finished the Greco-Roman competition with four bronze and one 
gold. 

 Ashu (67kg), from Sonepat‘s Panchi Jatan village, had defeated Syria‘s 
Muhammad Alhasan  

 Ashu, 19, had suffered a career-threatening shoulder injury during trials for senior 
national squad in March 2019.  

 The injury to his left shoulder kept him away from the mat for almost a year before 
he made a comeback in the Delhi Asian meet. 

 India‘s second bronze came when 23-year old Aditya (72kg) wrapped up his bout 
in less than two minutes, defeating Japanese wrestler NaoKusaka  

 This was Aditya‘s first ever outing in the Asian championships and his second 
international tournament.  
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 Hardeep (97kg), the first Indian heavyweight Greco-Roman wrestler to qualify for 
the Olympics (2016 Rio), earned the country its third bronze on the second day.  

 The grappler from Jind defeated Kyrgyzstan‘s Beksultan Makhmudov. 
 

RANKINGS 
 Switzerland - no longer retains the top position in the newly released 

financial secrecy index (FSI-2020) — a slot occupied by it since 2011.  
 Cayman Islands is ranked first, moving up two slots from the 2018 ranking.  
 The US continued to retain its second position. 
 Tax Justice Network (TJN), an independent international entity that pushes for 

transparency, ranks countries on the size and secretiveness of their financial 
sectors every two years.  

 It examines how intensely the country‘s legal and financial system allows wealthy 
individuals and criminals to hide and launder money 

 Parameters used in the ranking include automatic exchange of information and 
registration of beneficial ownership.  

 According to TJN, an estimated $21-32 trillion of private financial wealth is 
located, untaxed or lightly taxed in secrecy jurisdictions (tax havens) around the 
world. 

 Switzerland‘s reduced role in financial secrecy is partly due to the increasing 
number of countries with which it automatically exchanges information under the 
‗Common Reporting Standard‘.  

 It is also partly owing to a reduction in the volume of financial activity conducted in 
Switzerland by non-residents 

 

  
 

 India is among the 75-plus countries with which Switzerland‘s Federal Tax 
Administration has shared information on financial accounts under the automatic 
exchange route.  

 The first tranche of such information was made available to India in October last 
year, which will help tax authorities here to take action against black money 
stashed overseas. 
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 Primarily, an increase of 21% in the volume of financial services provided to non-
residents has pushed Cayman Islands to the first slot 

 Its goal is to draw attention to the top countries who are currently the largest 
contributors to global financial secrecy.  

 Countries such as the US, Singapore, Japan, the Netherlands and the UAE — 
which figure in the top 10 list of FSI-2020 (and are perceived as actively 
promoting secrecy in global finance) — are also among the top 10 FDI investors 
to India   

 TJN‘s FSI ranking is based on a combination of a country‘s secrecy score and a 
scale-weightage based on the country‘s share in the global market for its offshore 
financial services.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


