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TAMIL NADU 
 State Deputy Chief Minister and Finance minister, Thiru O Panneerselvam – 

presented his 10th budget for the State with focus on several sectors 
including education, agriculture, rural development and infrastructure in a 
three-hour-fifteen-minute speech on February 14 

 The budget hopes to register a 10% increase in revenue collections next year, 
whereas it actually fell more than 3% in the current fiscal year. 

 The Government expects revenue from stamp duty and registration fees to 
recover for the balance period of this fiscal (estimated at ₹13,122.81 crore) and 
hopes to earn ₹14,435 crore from this segment in 2020-21. 

 

 
 Economics of Budget  
 The State‘s revenue deficit is likely to double to ₹21, 617.64 crore in 2020-21 

compared to the projection of ₹10,040.31 crore for the year. 
 For 2019-20, the figure has been revised to ₹25,072 crore.  
 Tamil Nadu‘s net outstanding debt is also expected to rise significantly to over 

₹4.56-lakh crore in 2020-21, from ₹3.97-lakh crore projected in 2019-20. 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – FEB 15, 2020 
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 The revenue deficit, which arises when realized income is less than projected 
income, rose to ₹25,071 crore in 2019-20 from the budgeted ₹14,314 crore 

 Fiscal deficit is the difference between total revenue and total expenditure plus 
interest paid by the government 
 It denotes how much money the government needs to borrow to fund its 

expenditure 
 Regarding revenue deficit, if a government lives beyond its means there will be a 

deficit in the revenue account.  
 Tax and nontax revenues constitute the total revenue and a deficit in 

revenue account means the expenditure is more than earnings 
 Tamil Nadu‘s economy grew at 8.17% in 2018-19.  
 In 2019-20, the growth is projected to be 7.27%, which is significantly higher than 

the projected national growth rate of 5% 
 Allocations 
 The Deputy CM has made the highest budgetary allocation of ₹34,181 crore for 

the school education department, indicating an 18.9% rise over last year.  
 The energy sector, with an allocation of more than ₹20,000 crore, followed by 

health & family welfare (₹15,863 crore) and highways (₹15,850 crore) are the 
other major beneficiaries. 

 The farm sector has been allocated Rs 12,000 crore, agriculture sector with Rs. 
11,894.48 crore and fisheries sector with Rs. 1,229.85 crore 

 Agriculture 
 As per the budget, crop loans to the tune of ₹11,000 crore will be disbursed by 

cooperative institutions and ₹200 crore has been allocated to provide interest 
waiver for prompt repayment in this sector. 

 The disbursement of crop loans for the current fiscal was ₹7,595.59 crore, 
whereas the budgeted target was ₹10,000 crore 

 The state intends to launch Uzhavar-Aluvalar Thodarpu Thittam soon - for a 
closer interface of officials with farmers, offering technical advice on farming 
operations, as part of extension activities of the Agriculture department, 
especially in delta districts. 

 Infrastructure 
 The Budget has given a push to Chennai-Peripheral Ring Road and Chennai-

Kanyakumari industrial corridor projects with an allocation of ₹1,000 crore each.  
 The ring road project will provide access to Ennore port. 
 The Budget allocated ₹700 crore for initial funding of Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar 

river link project that was estimated to cost ₹7,677 crore.  
 The foundation for the multi-crore rupee project is expected to be laid by the end 

of this year. 
 Irrigation 
 For the Nadanthai Vazhi Cauvery, a programme to restore Cauvery and its 

tributaries on the lines of Ganga, an allocation of ₹15 crore was provided in the 
budget for the programme that will cost ₹11,250 crore. 
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 Grand Anicut canal, one of the oldest water irrigation systems in the world, will 

be restored too.  
 Also, the state aims to restore 5,000 irrigation tanks in panchayat unions and 

25,000 ponds and small water bodies in village panchayats. 
 Archaeology 
 The Tamil Nadu government has sanctioned ₹12.21 crore for a site museum at 

Keeladi.  
 The Department of archaeology has secured approval of the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI) for explorations in 4 more clusters, which will reveal more 
about ancient Tamil civilization.  
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 The budget estimates for 2020-21 includes a provision of ₹31.93 crore for the 
archaeology department. 

 New Centres 
 The Tamil Nadu government will grant ₹5 crore and land for the Centre for 

Public Finance 
 The new centre will conduct research in public finance, provide policy advice to 

government and run academic courses.  
 It will come up near Madras School of Economics campus in Kotturpuram, 

Chennai. 
 Also, the Madras School of Economics will be declared an Institute of Special 

Importance, as part of which it will be allowed to award its own degrees and 
diplomas 

 The Government has set aside funds to set up a Centre of Excellence for 
canoeing and kayaking at the Tamil Nadu Physical Education and Sports 
University. 

 Prison Department 
 The Tamil Nadu government has increased the wage of prisoners working in 

prison industries by 20% 
 As per the new norms, prisoners engaged in the industries are paid ₹200 

(skilled), ₹180 (semi-skilled) and ₹160 (unskilled) a day. 
 Highways and roadways 
 The state government has announced the launch of the ‗Tamil Nadu Road 

Safety Mission‘ 
 The mission is a combined effort to co-ordinate efforts of different departments 

and agencies to achieve the goal of ‗road accident-free Tamil Nadu‘. 
 The funding system has also been revamped to an integrated approach with an 

increased allocation of ₹500 crore, from the ₹60-₹100 crore distributed every 
year separately to different departments including highways, transport, police 
and health 

 Apart from the fund, a separate dedicated ‗road safety wing‘ and ‗road safety cell‘ 
will be created in the highways department at Chennai, Madurai and Coimbatore. 

 These units will ensure that road safety elements are incorporated within the 
design of roads in future projects. 
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 The 2020 budget has allocated adequate funds for the continuation of Tamil 
Nadu Accident and Emergency Care Initiative (TAEI) programme 

 Under this scheme, 80 strategically located government medical institutions have 
been designated as TAEI centres to reduce accident fatalities. 

 
 The Government – has allocated ₹1,370 crore for river restoration in the 

budget, that will mainly focus on cleaning up of various drains. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Adyar river had the most number of drains, 23, including the Mambalam 

canal, followed by the Buckingham canal with 21, while the Cooum river had just 
eight. 

 The project will also be covering Captain Cotton Canal, Otteri Nullah, 
Virugambakkam Canal, Veerangal Odai among others 

 All these water sources currently carry large amounts of untreated sewage 
 The restoration aims to improve the hydrology of the drains and enhance their 

flood-carrying capacity to ensure clean water eventually reaches the rivers 
 As part of the project, the Public Works Department (PWD) or Greater Chennai 

Corporation, depending upon the ownership of the water body, will remove solid 
waste, construct compound walls or chain link fences and plant saplings along 
the bunds 

 Metrowater will be entrusted with the task of intercepting and diverting the 
sewage 

 The government has approached the World Bank for funding an estimated 
₹4,647 crore to build more slum tenements under the rehabilitation project 

 The Chennai River Restoration Trust (CRRT) will prepare a detailed project 
report (DPR) for the project. 

 
 The State government - will launch „Chennai City Partnership‟, a unique 

model of development co-operation with the World Bank, to ensure 
continued sustainable growth of Metropolitan Chennai 

 World Bank will fund the project, which will focus on three major pillars - urban 
mobility, water resilience and urban governance and finance 
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 Chennai city‘s various agencies like Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC), 
Chennai Metrowater Supply and Sewerage Board (CMWSSB), transport 
department and Tangedco will be part of Chennai City Partnership 

 The World Bank assistance indicated for the Chennai City Partnership is $1 
billion 

 
 

 Regarding the project, preliminary meetings were held during the visit of 
ministers to the US last year.  

 Later in December and January, World Bank representatives had detailed 
discussions with TN government officials in Chennai. 

 In January 2020, GCC had submitted proposals for projects worth ₹50,000 crore 
to the World Bank for funding under Chennai City Partnership 

 The project aims to make Chennai a model city for the developing world, on the 
lines of how Singapore became a developed city 

 For the project, the World Bank may release funds in installments over a period 
of 5 to 10 years to the state government. 

 According to the proposal given by GCC, ₹10,000 crore each has been 
requested for three projects 

 The first project involves the 100sqkm ‗mega streets‘ project, which involves 
widening of 21 arterial roads in Chennai. 
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 The second project involving area-based development includes construction of 
pedestrian plazas and allied facilities like wide footpaths for pedestrians with 
seats and play facilities for children, redevelopment of parks and 24x7 water 
supply with digital metering.  

 This project has been implemented already in T Nagar and GCC wants to 
replicate it in the other neighbourhoods, for which World Bank funding has been 
solicited. 

 Oher projects that are planned include biomining of legacy waste at the city‘s two 
dumpyards in Kodungaiyur and Perungudi, which will cost ₹1,338 crore and 
construction of 17 flyovers and 7 bridges at ₹3,725 crore. 

 
 The Tamil Nadu government - has decided to support Greater Chennai 

Corporation (GCC) in running the government‟s flagship programme 
Amma Canteens in the city.  

 For the very first time, the government has announced a sum of ₹100 crore for 
the scheme. 

 In addition, the government has announced the launch of a not-for-profit special 
purpose vehicle (SPV) to finance and manage such canteens  

 These SPV will collect corporate social responsibility (CSR) funds to help the 
civic body financially. 

 The government will also allocate grants to the SPV in case of shortfall between 
expenditure and revenue, contributions and donations received. 

 The GCC loses close to ₹100 crore every year in running 407 canteens. 
 The revenue from sale of food items in 2018-19 was ₹24.87 crore while the 

expenditure was ₹112.04 crore.  
 In 2017-18, the revenue from food items sale and expenditure were ₹28.29 

crore and ₹130.21 crore respectively. 
 However, as per the Government, the main objective of Amma canteen 

programme is to make Chennai hunger free and it cannot be evaluated on 
financial terms 

 Deputy chief minister O Pannerselvam also announced that mobile units will be 
run for construction workers, who are the largest patrons of Amma canteens. 

 
 The government - has allocated funds for the ongoing construction of a 

desalination plant at Nemmeli and to start work for another plant at Perur. 
 The budget has set aside ₹500 crore for the 150 MLD sea water reverse 

osmosis (SWRO) desalination plant at Nemmeli.  
 The plant is being built with KfW assistance at a total cost of ₹1,259.38 crore.  
 For the 400 mld plant at Perur, ₹156 crore has been sanctioned in the budget. 
 The total cost of the new plant will be ₹6,078.40crore.  
 An assistance of ₹4,267.70 crore is being provided by Japan International Co-

operation Agency (JICA) 
 



 

8 | Page         044-24339436, 044-42867555, 9840226187 

 

 The state - has allocated ₹3,100 crore for the year 2020-21 towards the 
construction of Chennai Metro Rail Project‟s phase-2, spanning across 
118.9km.  

 The state has also requested the Centre to approve funding for the project and 
provide 50% equity share capital, similar to phase-1 of the project. 

 During the 2019-20 budget, the state allocated ₹2,681 crore for the phase-2 
project as share capital and debt. 

 Funding from Japan International Co-operation Agency (JICA) has been 
obtained for a stretch of 52.01km of the project. 

 Financing from multilateral agencies including Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and New Development Bank will be 
utilized for the remaining stretches of phase-2  
 

 Deputy chief minister O Panneerselvam - announced that the government 
will launch a number of initiatives for the elderly, based on the findings of 
study by the Nobel laureate Esther Duflo-led research team in the state 

 Earlier, the government, in association with Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Lab (J-
PAL), launched a survey on issues relating to the elderly 

 As a pilot project, the government has decided to launch Elderly resource 
centres in two blocks in all 37 districts at a budget of ₹37 lakh 

 The State government led by former chief minister J Jayalalithaa signed an MoU 
with J-PAL founded by Nobel laureates Abhijit Banerjee and his wife Duflo in 
November 2014 to devise an evidence-based approach for policy making and 
maximise the impact of anti-poverty programmes 

 
 All government buses across the state, including those operated by 

Metropolitan Transport Corporation (MTC) in Chennai - will soon carry two 
sets of CCTV cameras to determine the cause of accident and ensure 
passenger safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Nirbhaya fund, which was lying ‗unused‘ in the last five years, will be utilised for 

fixing these cameras.  
 The initiative will cost around ₹75 crore. 
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 All buses will have a camera fitted outside rear-view mirrors so as to assist the 
investigating agencies in identifying who caused the accident 

 Another important announcement made in the budget was that efforts would be 
made to introduce electronic ticketing system in all buses to enable cashless 
transactions 

 The Government has also announced the purchase of 2,213 BS VI buses using 
German funds at an estimated cost of ₹1,580 crore and Chennai is expected to 
get at least 20% of it. 

 Other cities in Tamil Nadu will get 525 electric buses under the FAME II scheme 
for which ₹960 crore has been sanctioned 

 Besides Chennai, the e-buses would be allotted to 8 other cities — Coimbatore 
(100), Tiruchi (100), Madurai (100), Erode (50), Tiruppur (50), Salem (50), 
Vellore (50), and Thanjavur (25). 

 
 The state government - has increased fund allocation for the social welfare 

schemes by nearly 12% to continue the party‟s flagship programmes 
 Deputy chief minister O Panneerselvam has announced a cumulative allotment 

of ₹5,935 crore for various welfare schemes of the Government.  
 It is 11.8% higher than the previous budget allocation of ₹5,305 crore. 
 The Deputy CM announced the government‘s new initiative to form the ‗Tamil 

Nadu working women‘s hostels corporation limited‘  
 It will act as a special purpose vehicle (SPV) to establish and manage women 

hostels in 13 places, including 8 in Chennai 
 The government has allocated Rs 483 crore more than previous year‘s allocation 

of Rs 2,052 crore for integrated child development scheme (ICDS).  
 It has also increased the fund for MGR noon meals scheme from ₹1,772 crore in 

last year‘s budget to ₹1,863 crore 
 The government has also continued the fund allocation for marriage assistance 

programme (₹726 crore) and Amma two-wheeler scheme (₹250 crore), chief 
minister‘s cradle baby scheme and girl child protection scheme (₹140 crore). 

 The government has allocated ₹959.21 crore for the Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy 
Maternity Benefit Scheme; ₹260.14 crore for the Tamil Nadu Health Systems 
Reforms Programme; ₹1,033.29 crore for the Chief Minister‘s Comprehensive 
Health Insurance Scheme; and ₹510.15 crore for the Tamil Nadu Urban Health 
Care Project. 

 To help hearing- and visually-impaired persons communicate better, the 
government has decided to provide smartphones with appropriate applications to 
10,000 affected people, at a cost of ₹10 crore. 

 It has announced maintenance grants for persons with debilitating spinal cord 
injuries and chronic neurological conditions like Parkinson‘s disease and multiple 
sclerosis 

 A new Tamil Nadu State Child Policy is in the process, and will be launched 
soon. 
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 The government proposed a scheme to bring farmers and officials closer through 
a structured programme of interaction, Uzhavar–Aluvalar Thodarbu Thittam 

 As per the programme, the officers would provide agriculturists technical advice 
on farming operations. 

 It is aimed at strengthening the extension activities of the Agriculture 
Department, particularly in the delta 

 
 Tamil Nadu - has over 6.13 crore voters, as per the final rolls of the Special 

Summary Revision 2020 published by the Election Commission on 
February 14. 

 The electorate, with a qualifying date of January 1, 2020, comprises 3,10,45,969 
women, 3,02,54,172 men and 6,497 transpersons. 

 In December last year, Tamil Nadu‘s electorate was 6,00,01,329 — 3,03,49,118 
women, 2,96,46,287 men and 5,924 transpersons.  

 Sholinganallur Assembly Constituency continues to have highest number of 
6,60,317 voters 

 Harbour Assembly Constituency with 1,73,337 electors is the smallest electorate. 
 In the 16 Assembly constituencies of Chennai, 39.46 lakh electors are on the 

rolls. 
 
 An inter-ministerial team of the Centre - will meet on February 26 to clear 

the State government‟s proposals for the setting up of 8 agro-processing 
clusters in various districts. 

 The clusters, estimated to cost ₹218 crore, were expected to come up in Theni, 
Dindigul, Krishnagiri, Tiruvannamalai, Salem, Cuddalore, Villupuram and 
Madurai 

 They will be covered under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana 
(PMKSY) 

 A reference towards the proposal was made in the State Budget by the Deputy 
Chief Minister. 

 

NATIONAL 
 The Supreme Court - has decided to fast-track the hearing of criminal 

appeals involving death penalty, following the delay in the Nirbhaya Case 
verdict implementation. 

 It has issued a circular on February 14, saying that ‗all appeals must be listed for 
hearing within 6 months from the date of appeal, no matter if the appeal is ready 
or not‘ 

 The circular is a clear departure from the past, when appeals from high courts 
did not come up for hearing for years 
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 The Centre has told the apex court that the four convicts in the Nirbhaya case 
have exploited the loopholes in the legal procedure in delaying the execution of 
death row. 

 In the Nirbhaya case, the four convicts had moved the Supreme Court 
challenging the March 13, 2014, decision of the HC upholding award of death 
sentence to them 

 The SC finally decided the appeals on May 5, 2017, upholding the HC‘s decision 
to award capital punishment to the four. 

 
 The third “private” train of the Indian Railways, named as Kashi Mahakal 

Express – to be introduced soon. 
 It will be operated thrice a week between Varanasi and Indore by railway PSU, 

IRCTC 
 It will connect three Jyotirlingas – Omkareshwar (near Indore), Mahakaleshwar 

(Ujjain) and Kashi Vishwanath (Varanasi). 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off the superfast fully air-conditioned 

passenger train on February 17 and the first commercial run will start on 
February 20.  

 The train will cover 1,131 km between Varanasi and Indore via Lucknow and a 
distance of 1,102 km between Varanasi and Indore via Prayagraj (Allahabad) in 
approximately 19 hours. 

 The Prime Minister had also recently suggested railways to run trains between 
Patna Sahib and Amritsar, two major Sikh pilgrimage centres 

 He also proposed trains connecting thematic religious destinations such as 
linking the places visited by devotees of Lord Krishna and Vaishnavites 

 The next edition of the Ramayana express will get Ramayana-themed interiors 
and bhajans playing on board.  

 It will take pilgrims to locations associated with Lord Ram, giving a feel of being 
on a ‗temple on wheels‘ to the passengers.  
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 The train is likely to be launched after March 10 
 It will be different from ‗Shri Ramayana Express‘ that was introduced in 

November 2018 to cover important destinations related to the epic. 

INTERNATIONAL 
 The European Union – has proposed new visa rules, under which multiple-entry 

visas with long validity (one, two or five years) will be allowed. 
 So, going forward, frequent travellers to Europe no longer need to apply for the 

short-term Schengen visas.  
 The new visa rules came into effect on February 2 
 The visas will be issued under a graded approach, wherein a frequent traveller 

will need to earn the next stage of longer duration visa. 
 The new rules are expected to save ―frequent travellers time and money, as they 

will have to apply for a new visa less often‖.  
 A Schengen visa is given for entry to 22 EU countries like Austria, Czech 

Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and Sweden, 
and four associated countries - Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

 However, a multiple-entry Schengen visa holder should not remain in the 
Schengen zone longer than 90 days, within 180 days time period. 

 The other changes in the visa rules allow visa applications to be submitted up to 
six months before intended travel, instead of three months previously. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 Scientists in Antarctica - have recorded a new record temperature of 20.750 

Celsius (69.35 Fahrenheit), breaking the barrier of 200 for the first time on 
the continent 

 The reading was taken at a monitoring station on Seymour Island, part of a chain 
off the peninsula that curves out from the northern tip of Antarctica, on February 
9 

 However, this reading is said to ―has no meaning in terms of a climate change 
trend‖, because it is a one-off temperature and not part of a long-term data set. 

 The continent also hit a record last week, with a temperature reading of 18.30 C 
on the Antarctic Peninsula. 

 The reading was taken as part of a 20-year-old research project on the impact of 
climate change on the region‘s permafrost.  

 The previous high was in the 19s 
 The previous record stood at 17.50 C on March 24, 2015 

 
 For the first time, the officials of Madhya Pradesh Forest Department - have 

radio-tagged the Indian pangolin, an endangered animal that is rarely 
sighted in forests 
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 The reclusive and nocturnal Indian pangolin, which possesses a thick scaly skin, 

is hunted for meat and its scales, which are used in traditional Chinese medicine 
 Radio-tagging involves attaching a transmitter to an animal to monitor its 

movement. 
 Pangolins are among the most trafficked wildlife species in the world.  
 Out of the eight species of pangolin, the Indian and the Chinese pangolins are 

found in India.  
 Both these species are listed under Schedule I Part I of the Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972. 
 The 9th edition of World Pangolin Day is being celebrated on February 15, 2020. 
 Every year the third Saturday of February month is celebrated as World Pangolin 

Day. 
 Recently, China had found that Pangolin scales can be used to treat Corona 

Virus infections. 
 Pangolins are protected under CITES (Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species). 
 The IUCN Red List puts the Indian Pangolin under Endangered category. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


