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TAMIL NADU 
 The Tamil Nadu government - has inaugurated a new facility through which 

name transfers in „Patta‟ document would be done at the registration office 
immediately after the property is sold to a buyer from the existing owner. 

 The facility would save considerable time in patta transfer that normally takes 
about a month in some cases. 

 Henceforth, property buyers need not visit taluk offices or village administrative 
officers seeking a transfer for patta documents, as it can now be done in sub-
registrar‘s offices at the click of a button 

 As per a recent government order issued by the Department of revenue and 
disaster management, title transfers that involves only a single owner and does 
not deal with sub-division properties would be taken up ‗automatically‘. 

 At the time of registration of a property, the registration official has to verify five 
important elements, which includes 
 the matching of sellers name with the name of the land owner in the online 

patta 
 survey number 
 subdivision number 
 matching of area mentioned in the registration document with the online 

chitta and 
 no encumbrance on the property 

 
 The Madras high court - constituted committees to prevent the flow of 

sewage water inside the Vaigai river stretch from Theni to 
Ramanathapuram districts on February 11 

 A division bench of Justices T Raja and B Pugalendhi announced that there are 
13 vulnerable points where sewage water is flowing inside the Vaigai river in 
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Madurai district, after perusing the reports submitted by RDOs of the concerned 
districts following the court‘s earlier direction  

 The judges constituted committees comprising the respective district collectors of 
Theni, Madurai, Sivaganga and Ramanathapuram districts , corporation 
commissioner (for Madurai), RDOs, assistant director of town panchayat, 
assistant director of rural development, PWD superintending engineer of Periyar 
Vaigai Basin and regional director of municipal administration. 

 The judges instructed the committee members to regularly carry out ‗spot 
inspections‘ to monitor the banks of Vaigai and take steps to prevent sewage 
flow inside the river.  

 The judges also directed the committee members to take action against people 
polluting the river under the existing provisions of IPC. 

 Also, the judges directed the Madurai district collector, corporation commissioner 
and PWD superintending engineer of Periyar Vaigai Basin to take steps to desilt 
the supply areas of the Vandiyur irrigation tank, which is spread across 687 
acres. 

 
 The State Forest department – has decided to operate drones to monitor 

wildlife at Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR)  
 It will be conducting a four-day workshop at Bannari in Erode district, along with 

Wildlife Institute of India, to give hands-on training to officials on operating 
drones to keep a track of wildlife animals at STR. 

 The drones will monitor both animal as well as human movements in STR  
 The main purpose of utilizing drones was to check man-animal conflict in the 

forest environments.  
 Various animals such as elephants usually raid and spoil crops while leopards 

enter nearby villages and attack cows, goats and sheep.  
 The drones can also be used to identify forest fires, which is very common during 

summer 
 Moreover, they will be used to identify water bodies after they have gone dry 
 The forest department has procured two drones.  
 After studying its impact, the department will decide whether to get more drones 

or not 
 The drones could function on radio frequencies and can fly up to an altitude of 80 

meters for about 20 minutes 
 
 Tangedco - has incurred the highest loss among all state-owned discoms 

across the country in 2018-19. 
 As per the data released by the Union power ministry, Tangedco had suffered 

loss to the tune of ₹9,257 crore, about 20% more than the loss figures it 
recorded last year (₹7,761 crore) 

 The cumulative losses of 33 discoms in the entire country came down from 
₹29,576 crore in 2017-18 to ₹27,250 crore in 2018-2019 
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 The main reasons for the increasing losses of Tangedco is attributed to the 
implementation of the pay commission recommendations and damage caused to 
infrastructure due to cyclones  

 The tariff was last revised in 2014 by the State Government. 
 

STATES 
 The Jammu and Kashmir administration - has agreed, in principle, to allot 

100 acres along the Jammu-Katra Highway to the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 

 The allotted space would be used for constructing a replica of the Tirumala 
temple  

 The construction of the temple would be taken up in the land along with a vedic 
school and hospital over the next two years 

 The J&K Lt. Governor G.C. Murmu agreed to allot the land to TTD free of cost for 
constructing the temple  

 

NATIONAL 
 The Government - will fix a 60-day limit for violators of traffic and transport 

rules to pay the fine and dispose of the challan issued by law enforcement 
agencies under the amended motor vehicle law.  

 This was announced in the draft rules issued by the transport ministry  
 If the fine is not paid within the set time frame, the traffic police or transport 

department officials won‘t process anything related to the licence or vehicle 
registration 

 If a violator has kept his challan pending and is again caught violating traffic 
rules, he will have to pay the higher fine imposed on repeat offenders. 

 The new rules would focus on e-challaning through an online point of sale 
system  

 The agencies will record the violations chronologically in the relevant portal on a 
regular basis for access by enforcement officers. 
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 The draft rules have also specified six offences that would result in seizure of 
documents by traffic and transport department officials 

 All medical devices sold in the country - will now be regulated as „drugs‟, 
and fall under the purview of Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 (DCA) 

 The government – announced on February 11 that medical devices and medical 
technology equipment used for ―diagnosis, monitoring, treatment, investigations 
and for supporting or sustaining life‖, will be categorised as ‗drugs‘, under the 
Drug and Cosmetics Act, 1940, from April 2020. 

 At present, 37 devices including syringes, cardiac stents and orthopaedic 
implants are classified as drugs (under Medical Device Rules) 

 According to the new regulation, every product that is used to treat a patient will 
fall under the scope of DCA. 

 The development intends to bring in two major changes – 
 one - their prices will be governed (as per the Act) 
 second - in case of a violation, they could be penalised in a court of law. 

 The Act will ensure that ‗drugs‘ are safe and conform to quality standards, and 
will be subject to an annual price increase of 10%. 

 However, there is a specific timeline for the regulation to kick-in —  
 30 months - in respect of low and moderate risk devices  
 42 months, from April 1 - for moderate high and high-risk devices 

 The decision was taken in consultation with the Drugs Technical Advisory Board 
 The DCA regulates manufacture, distribution and import of drugs in India 
 The act, passed in 1940, was prepared based on the recommendations of 

Chopra Committee constituted in 1930. 
 The act provides guidelines for sale, display, prescription and storage of drugs 
 It has been amended 7 times so far. 

 
 In a landmark decision, Master of Computer Application (MCA) - will 

henceforth be a two-year programme - the reduction of one year benefitting 
students and colleges largely.  

 Henceforth, classrooms meant for the three year course will be used up for other 
courses and additional faculty could be posted for newer programmes 

 The decision comes into effect from the coming academic season.  
 The All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE), which consulted the 

University Grants Commission,  proposed to cut the tenure of the three-year 
MCA course 

 The move was necessitated as the number of students coming in from unrelated 
streams such as commerce, arts and basic sciences had fallen, of late. 

 
 The Special Protection Group (SPG) - only has the Prime Minister under its 

cover, while the CRPF secures 56 important people in the country 
 This was informed by the government in a discussion in the Parliament 
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 Without naming Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Minister of State for Home G. 
Kishan Reddy announced in a written reply that the SPG protects only one 
person in the entire country. 

 According to a recent amendment to the SPG Act, the force now protects the 
Prime Minister and members of his immediate family residing with him at his 
official residence. 

 
 The Lok Sabha - passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 

(Amendment) Bill by voice vote on February 11  
 The new bill seeks to include the Parivara and Talawara communities in the ST 

category. 
 The Siddi tribes of Belagavi and Dharwad in Karnataka would also be included in 

the category, apart from those living in Uttar Kannada. 
 
 In a first such instance, an Indian infrastructure major „GMR Airports‟ - to 

build and operate an airport in Europe.  
 GMR Airports (GAL) announced that it has achieved ―concession 

commencement date‖ to design, build and operate a new airport at Crete, 
Greece. 

 Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis has laid the foundation stone of this 
project, which GMR and its partner Terna will run. 

 GAL and its Greek partner Gek Terna had signed the concession agreement for 
a new international airport in Heraklion, Crete, in February 2019  

 The concession period for the project is 35 years, including phase-1 construction 
of 5 years 

 

INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 The White House - formally announced on February 10 that US President 

Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump will visit India on February 24 
and 25 

 The president and the first lady will travel to New Delhi and Ahmedabad 
 Ahmedabad was chosen for the visit as Gujarat was home to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and played an ―important role‖ in Mahatma Gandhi‘s life and 
leadership of the Indian Independence movement 

 This will be Trump‘s first visit to India as president and one of his rare solo 
bilateral visits with the first lady 

 The US President‘s maiden visit to India will kick off at the Sabarmati Ashram in 
Ahmedabad 

 The two leaders are expected to inaugurate the new Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Stadium at Motera, one of the world‘s largest sports arenas with a capacity of 
1,10,000. 
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 In Ahmedabad, the US president will attend a rousing ―Kem Cho, Trump!‖ rally at 
the Motera stadium with approximately 1.25 lakh people to return the gesture of 
the Trump administration allowing the Howdy Modi public reception in Houston 
— the largest rally ever by a foreign leader on US soil, attended by around 
50,000 people in September 2019 

 The two sides are also expected to sign trade deals aimed at the Indian 
purchase of US armaments 

 The trade deals include a $2-billion value NASAMS air defence system and a 
$2.6-billion naval helicopter deal for 24 MH-60 Seahawk helicopters from 
Lockheed Martin.  

 India is also increasing its energy purchase from the US that has gone from zero 
a decade ago to $6 billion annually currently, and is expected to touch $10 billion 
in the next couple of years. 

 
 The Trump administration - has proposed $1.5 billion in budgetary 

allocation for 2021 fiscal for the crucial Indo-Pacific region 
 As per the US Government, the proposed allocation was part of its efforts to 

ensure that the region remains ―free, open, and independent of malign Chinese 
influence‖. 

 This was announced by the White House in its budgetary proposal for the 
financial year 2021, beginning October 1, 2020 

 This funding supports democracy programmes, strengthens security 
cooperation, improves economic governance and facilitates private sector-led 
economic growth 

 A total of $30 million is allotted in the budget for the global engagement centre, 
which is dedicated to countering foreign state and non-state propaganda and 
disinformation from China 

 The budget also provides $0.8 billion for the government financing agency to 
provide a transparent alternative to ―predatory Chinese international lending‖ 

 

CONFERENCES & SUMMITS 
 The first-ever 'Jerusalem-Mumbai Festival' will be held in Mumbai on 

February 15, 2020  
 

 
 

 The festival will highlight the special links between the two cities of Mumbai and 
Jerusalem and demonstrate their unique cultural traditions. 
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 It is organised by the Jerusalem municipality in collaboration with the Consulate 
General of Israel in Mumbai and the Federation of India-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 This marks the first collaborative cultural event for the Jerusalem municipality in 
Mumbai. 

 The key objective of the festival will be to promote artistic and cultural ties along 
with cooperation in varied fields of culture such as culinary art, music and dance. 

 During the festival, Israel‘s biggest commercial success, the Mossad, will be 
screened 

 Israel has so far conducted similar cooperation festivals with countries such as 
Prague, Brussels and Moscow. 

 The decision to hold a 'Jerusalem-Mumbai Festival' was taken during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi‘s visit to Israel in July 2019 

 India officially recognized the state of Israel in September 1950 under the then 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 

 India formally established relations with the state of Israel in January 1992 when 
it opened an embassy in Israel‘s capital Tel Aviv. 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the first-ever Indian PM to visit Israel in 
July 2017 on the invitation of Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu. 

 In turn, the Israeli PM also visited India in January 2018 in a visit to 
commemorate 25 years of Indian-Israeli relations. 

 
 The 13th Conference of Parties (COP) of the Convention on Conservation 

of Migratory Species of Wild Animals - is to be held in India between 
February 17-22, 2020 

 

 
 

 The Conference is called the CMS-COP-13 in short 
 It is to be hosted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change on 

behalf of India 
 India has been designated as the President of the Conference for the next three 

years. 
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 The representatives from 130 countries are expected to participate in the 
conference. 

 The theme of the conference is – ‗Migratory species Connect the Planet and we 
welcome them‘ 

 The mascot designated for the CMS COP-13 is ‗Indian Bustard‘ 
 The Conservation status of Indian Bustard is Critically Endangered in IUCN red 

list. 
 Their population has greatly reduced to 250 individuals in 2008. 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 The new coronavirus - has been named “COVID-19” by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO)  
 The WHO has chosen a name that did not refer to a geographical location, an 

animal, an individual or group of people, and which should be also 
pronounceable 

 The ―CO‖ stands for corona, the ―VI‖ for virus and the ―D‖ for disease, while ―19‖ 
was for the year, as the outbreak was first identified on December 31, 2019. 

 The overall deaths surpassed 1,000 and the WHO warned of a global threat 
potentially worse than terrorism. 

 The virus, which originated in a Wuhan food market, has spread across the world 
with maximum damage in China, followed by Japan 

 As per WHO, 1,017 people had died in China, where there were 42,708 cases as 
on February 11.  

 Also, 319 cases have been confirmed in 24 other countries and territories 
outside mainland China, with two deaths - one in Hong Kong and the other in the 
Philippines being reported. 

 Coronavirus officially refers to a group of RNA viruses that cause different 
diseases in humans and animals. 

 

DEFENCE 
 The U.S. Department of State - has approved the potential sale of a $1.867 

billion Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) to India.  
 The system will assist in deploying a new missile shield over New Delhi 
 India will acquire the IADWS or the National Advanced Surface to Air Missile 

System-II (NASAMS-II) from the US 
 It will be used along with indigenous, Russian and Israeli systems to create a 

multi-layered missile shield over the National Capital Territory of Delhi, which will 
act against aerial threats ranging from drones to ballistic missiles. 

 India and the US have already selected sites for deployment of the missile 
batteries around Delhi, for the proposed sale under the American foreign military 
sales (FMS) programme 
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 Once the deal is signed, the NASAMS-II deliveries will take place in the next two 
to four years 

 As per the proposed overall air defence plan for Delhi, the innermost layer of 
protection will be through the NASAMS. 

 It will have a combination of different weapons like Stinger surface-to-air 
missiles, gun systems and AIM-120C-7 AMRAAMs (advanced medium range air-
to-air missiles), backed by three-dimensional Sentinel radars, launchers, 
targeting and guiding systems, fire-distribution centers and command-and-
control units. 

 NASAMS, which provides integrated air missile defence, is currently deployed 
around Washington, DC 

 
 Indian Army - has recently developed the cheapest gunshot locator of the 

world „Parth‟. 
 

 
 

 This device has been developed by the Army's College of Military Engineering 
with the assistance of a private firm  

 The new device costs about Rs. 3 lakh against Rs 65 lakhs, which is the cost of 
imported devices.  

 The device ‗Parth‘ was recently showcased at DefExp0 2020.  
 The device is capable of locating a bullet from a distance of 400 metres and will 

help to neutralize in a faster way. 
 Gunshot locator is the system that locates gunfire and other weapons such as 

sensors. 
 These devices are used by security, military, law enforcement and businesses to 

identify the direction of gun fires. 
 
 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) - is 

developing 'Pranash' ballistic missile, an extended variant of Prahar 
missile 

 This missile, with a strike range of 200 kilometers, will be equipped with 
conventional warheads. 
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 The 'Pranash' ballistic missile is an improved version of 'Prahar' which has the 

strike range of about 150 kms.  

 
 The Indian Air Force and Indian Army will be using this missile 
 The Prahar missile is a surface to surface short-range ballistic missile capable of 

hitting a target with solid fuel. 

ECONOMY 
 ONGC, Indian Oil and NTPC were named as the top three profitable PSUs in 

2018-19, according to a survey tabled in Parliament on February 10 
 BSNL, Air India and MTNL incurred highest losses for the third consecutive year, 

as per the survey 
 The Public Enterprises Survey 2018-19, which tracks the annual financial 

performance of central public sector enterprises (CPSEs), revealed that the top 
10 companies in the ‗loss‘ claimed a massive 94% of the total losses made by 70 
loss-making PSUs during the year.  

 The top three profit-making PSUs — ONGC, Indian Oil and NTPC — contributed 
15%, 10% and 7%, respectively to the total profit earned by profitable CPSE 

 State Trading Corporation of India, MSTC and Chennai Petroleum Corporation, 
which were profit-making CPSEs in 2017-18, incurred losses in 2018-19 

 As per the report, the net profit from the PSUs has increased by 15.5% as 
compared to the previous year. 

 The total income from Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE) in the year 
2018-19 was 24 lakh crore rupees, with an increase of 4% from last year‘s 
income 

 There are a total of 348 CPSEs, out of which 249 are operational, 13 are under 
closure or liquidation and 86 are under construction. 

 

SPORTS 
 India forward Lalremsiami - has been named as the 2019 FIH Women‟s 

Rising Star of the Year, as announced by the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) 
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 The 19-year-old attacker took the prize ahead of Argentina‘s Julieta Jankunas 

and Frederique Matla of the Netherlands, who finished second and third 
respectively 

 The player from Mizoram got 40% of all the votes cast.  
 Lalremsiami first came into prominence at the Hockey Women‘s World Cup in 

2018 when she was one of the stand-out players of the tournament. 
 
 The Government – announced that lifelong pensions are being given to 

athletes under the „Pension to Meritorious Sportspersons‟ scheme. 
 This was informed by the Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju at the Parliament on 

February 10. 
 The Sports Minister informed the Rajya Sabha that 627 sportspersons are 

currently receiving monthly pensions under the scheme.  
 As per the norms, Indian sportspersons winning medals at international sporting 

or paralympic events are eligible for lifelong pension upon retirement, or after 
attaining the age of 30 years, whichever is later. 

 

RANKINGS 
 Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana – are named as the Top 3 

states with highest incidence of depressive disorders in 2017, according to 
a new study published in The Lancet Public Health journal after analysing 
cases over 27 years.  

 Each of the three states also reported over 3,760 people with depressive 
disorders per 10,000 population. 
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 As per the report titled, ‗The burden of mental disorders across the states of 
India: The Global Burden of Disease Study 1990–2017‘, India is having about 
197.3 million people suffering from mental disorders.  

 The study was funded by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Indian Council of 
Medical Research, department of health research and the Union ministry of 
health and family welfare. 

 As per the report, in 2017, one among every seven people in India had a mental 
disorder, ranging from mild to severe. 

 The prevalence of mental disorders in adulthood was generally higher in the 
more developed southern states than in the less developed northern states. 

DELHI ASSEMBLY ELECTION RESULTS – A 
REPORT 

 The Arvind Kejriwal - led Aam Aadmi Party - secured a landmark victory on 
February 11 to sweep the Delhi polls, winning 62 seats in the 70 member 
house. 

 

 
 AAP Chief Arvind Kejriwal will take oath as the Chief Minister of Delhi from the 

Ramlila Maidan on February 16, 2020. 
 This would be his third consecutive term as the Chief Minister. 
 AAP‘s tally was just 5 seats short of its 2015 sweep and its vote share fell by less 

than a percentage point 
 The BJP managed to win only eight seats, up five from its 2015 tally, while the 

Congress failed to win even a single seat for the consecutive year  
 The AAP secured 53.57 % of the vote share, while the BJP got 38.5% and the 

Congress 4.3%  
 BJP‘s vote share rose by 6.4%, whereas Congress vote share  plunged to 4% 

from 9.7% 
 BJP finished with a single digit score for the second time running 
 Congress fared worse, losing its deposit in 63 of the 66 seats it contested — a 

stunning fall for a party which won three consecutive state elections since 1998 
and was in power until six years ago 

 It has to be recalled that the BJP had routed AAP in the Lok Sabha polls in May 
last year 

 AAP finished at the third place in Delhi during the Lok Sabha Elections 2019 
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