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TAMIL NADU 
 The Tamil Nadu government - has won four SKOCH awards for its 

excellence in implementing various agricultural programmes in the State. 
 The state agriculture engineering wing received 2 awards for carrying out 

reformation of 1,100 acres in Parangipettai in Cuddalore and also for setting up 
farm ponds in 5,800 places at 100% subsidy to benefit farmers. 

 The Ramanathapuram district administration received an award for better 
implementation of farm ponds 

 The State Horticulture department bagged an award for the execution of micro-
irrigation scheme benefitting 5.53 lakh farmers in the State. 

 
 Coimbatore-based social entrepreneur, Arunachalam Muruganantham - 

has obtained the patent rights for the low-cost sanitary pad-making 
machine he invented more than a decade ago. 

 
 Muruganantham initiated the process to get a patent in 2006 for the machine, 

which was invented by him in 2002. 
 His machines are installed in several locations across the country and in other 

countries, empowering rural women 
 The 59-year old entrepreneur Muruganantham, who has been giving talks on 

different forums globally, will be speaking at Oxford Union in Oxford on February 
11. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
 World Health Organisation (WHO) – declares that the coronavirus 

epidemic, that has killed 213 people as on date, as a global emergency. 

 
 Recently, Russia, Britain, Sweden and Italy all reported their first cases 
 The epidemic in China seems to have originated from animals in Wuhan city 
 The number of confirmed cases has risen beyond 9,800 apart from 12,167 

suspected cases all over the world. 
 More than 130 cases have been reported in at least 25 other countries and 

regions. 
 As per WHO, at least 8 cases of human-to-human transmission was identified in 

four countries - the US, Germany, Japan and Vietnam. 
 
 Britain - will officially depart from the European Union 11 pm local  time  on 

January 31 (4.30am IST-February 1) 
 Thus, it becomes the first country to leave the 28-member bloc and will go it 

alone for the first time since 1973, marking the beginning of an uncertain future 
 The British Union Jacks flew on all of the flag poles in Parliament Square on 

January 31, while in Brussels, the EU headquarters, the UK flag was being 
removed from EU institutions 

 At the stroke of midnight in Brussels, the EU will lose 15% of its economy, its 
biggest military spender and the world‘s international financial capital — London. 

 The UK now has 11 months to negotiate a new trade deal with the EU, as 
announced by its Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 

 To mark the UK‘s withdrawal from the EU, three million new commemorative 50 
pence coins came into circulation.  

 The 50 pence piece bears the inscription — ―Peace, prosperity and friendship 
with all nations‖ — and the departure date, January 31. 
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 Brexit was necessitated following the referendum on June 24, 2016 in which 51.9 
percent votes were cast to leave the EU, while only 48.1 percent votes supported 
to stay in the European Union  

 Northern Ireland, London and Scotland had voted to remain in the European 
Union 

 Wales and the English shires had voted to leave the EU 
 The UK was initially scheduled to leave the European Union on March 29, 2019, 

which was subsequently delayed till May 22 and October 31, 2019. 
 Queen Elizabeth II gave her royal assent to the Brexit bill on January 23, 2020, 

enabling Britain's smooth exit from the European Union. 
 The UK Parliament ratified the Brexit law on January 22, 2020, finally approving 

the terms of Britain's historic departure from the European Union 
 The House of Commons had already approved the EU withdrawal agreement 

earlier on January 9 by 330-231 votes. 

PERSONALITIES 
 IIT-Kanpur alumnus Arvind Krishna – was named as the new CEO of the 

108-year-old American company, International Business Machines (IBM) 
from April 6 

 He places the incumbent CEO Virginia ‗Ginni‘ Rometty, who steps down from 
that position. 

 Indian-origin CEOs now lead tech companies that together account a market 
capitalisation of nearly $2.7 trillion.  

 These tech czars include Satya Nadella of Microsoft, Sundar Pichai of 
Alphabet/Google, Shantanu Narayen of Adobe, Sanjay Mehrotra of Micron 
Technology, Nikesh Arora of Palo Alto Networks and George Kurian of NetApp. 

 
 IBM‘s annual revenue fell steadily for many years from 2011, when it had 

touched a high of $107 billion 
 IBM had posted annual revenue of $80 billion in 2018 
 Krishna, 57, son of an Army officer, joined IBM in 1990 
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 He is currently its senior vice president for cloud and cognitive software, two of 
its biggest focus areas. 

 He was instrumental in the $34-billion acquisition of open source enterprise 
software firm Red Hat in 2018, the biggest deal in IBM‘s history, on which a lot of 
its future rides. 

 Krishna hold 15 patents, and perhaps because of his research focus, has been 
keeping a relatively low-profile in the industry. 

DEFENCE 
 “SAMPRITI”, a Joint Military Exercise between India and Bangladesh - is 

scheduled to be held at Umroi, Meghalaya between 3rd February, 2020 and 
16th February, 2020 

 During the joint exercise, Command Post Exercise, Counter Terrorist operation 
and Field Training Exercise will be conducted according to United Nations 
Charter. 

 In 2017, India and Bangladesh signed defence agreements to conduct military 
exercises between both nations 

 In October 2019, the countries signed MoU on coastal surveillance system, 
which included a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for operating the ports of 
Chattogram and Mongola. 

 The first ever India-Bangladesh Naval exercise was conducted in 
Vishakhaptnam in October 2019. 

ECONOMY 
 The Economic Survey for 2019-20 - was tabled on January 31 by the Chief 

Economic Advisor (CEA) Krishnamurthy V Subramanian in the Parliament 

 
 As per the tradition, on the next day, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will be 

presenting the Budget 2020 on February 1, 2020 
 The Economic Survey talks about the overall economic progress made in the 

previous fiscal year and the challenges faced to achieve the targetted GDP 
Growth 

 It continues the 28-year old tradition of pushing for more pro-market reforms, 
based on the country‘s experience so far 
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 The theme for the Economic Survey 2020 – ‗Wealth Creation, Promotion of pro-
business policies, strengthening of trust in the economy‘ 
 
Highlights of the Economic Survey 2019-20 

 The Economic Survey for 2019-20 is optimistic about improved growth in 2020-
21 with GDP growth forecast to grow by 6% to 6.5%. 

 The Current Fiscal Growth is 5% 
 The industrial growth for the Fiscal Year 2020 (2019-20) has been 2.5% 
 The Forex Reserves of the Fiscal Year 2019 (2018-19) was 461.2 billion USD 
 The GST collection for the FY20 has grown by 4.1% 
 The Inflation declined from 3.2% in April 2019 to 2.6% in December 2019 
 According to the survey, Livestock has become a major secondary source of 

income for rural families, which has grown by 7.9% in the last 5 years 
 The survey targets to eliminate the Essential Commodities Act, government 

intervention in grain markets, and even drug price regulation 
 In each case, it argues, the actual effect of regulation was the opposite of what 

was intended, making controlled items costlier and in short supply 
 In the same vein, the Survey suggests that debt waivers were counter-

productive, disrupt credit culture and also choke formal credit flow to farmers. 
 It argues for an aggressive push to disinvestment in PSUs in the coming year 
 Public sector banks are cited as examples of inefficiency and wealth destruction. 
 The survey also shows that access to medical services improved through 

Ayushman Bharat and Mission Indradhanush. 
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 The Survey proposes the government could explore the privatisation of 
education at all levels to augment capacity 

 
 

 It recommends that the subsidies under National Food Security Act (NFSA) 
should be sharply reduced 

 On the other hand, these funds should be diverted towards incentivizing 
environmentally sustainable production. 

 Since the NFSA was introduced in 2013, the expense of food subsidy has 
increased from 1.1 trillion rupees in 2014-15 to 1.7 trillion rupees in 2018-19 

 At present, around 67% of the Indian households (over 800 million people) are 
entitled to 5 kilograms of subsidized wheat and rice per person per month 

 It calls for a boost for labour-intensive exports by making ‗Assemble-in-India‘ as 
an extension of ‗Make in India‘ initiative, to create four crore jobs in five years.  
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 The idea is to take advantage of the trade war and adjustments due to rising 
labour costs in China. 

 

 
 

 The other focus seems to be on entrepreneurship, indicating that there is a 
massive activity at the ground level, seen in the establishment of 1.2 lakh firms in 
2018, an over 70% rise over the 70,000 new entities set up in 2014. 

 The Economic Survey talks about the need to bring openness in the market for 
the creation of wealth through increased investment.  

 To explain this, the survey points towards an Invisible Hand that is supported by 
the Hand of Trust 

 The report had noted that the Chinese government has spent seven times more 
than the Indian government on its space programme 

 

 
 

 While India‘s Isro spent about $1.5 billion in 2018, US‘ Nasa spent $19.5 billion 
and China‘s CNSA spent $11 billion 

 While Isro, on average launched about 5-7 satellites, agencies of other countries 
have launched many more 

 For instance, in 2018, Isro launched 7 satellites, while Russia, US and China 
dominated the sector with 20, 31, and 39 satellites, respectively. 

 Tamil Nadu is one among the top three States in attracting domestic and foreign 
tourists, according to the Economic Survey 2019-20. 
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 The Survey, quoting the 2018 figures, mentioned Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra as the other two which were in the top league. 

 The three States along with Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh accounted for nearly 
65% of the total domestic tourists while they together with Delhi and Rajasthan 
recorded around 67% of the total foreign tourist visits. 

 In September 2014, the country introduced e-tourist visa for visitors from 46 
countries, the arrangement of which was available for only 12 countries. 

 The scheme is now available for 169 countries with valid entry through 28 
designated airports and five designated seaports. 

 With this, foreign tourist arrivals to India on e-visas stood at 21.75 lakh in 
January-October 2019, nearly 21% of the year-on-year growth from the previous 
year. 

 For the average worker in India‘s organised manufacturing sector, the 
affordability of a plate of vegetarian food (thali) — comprising rice or roti, dal and 
sabzi — has improved 29% since 2006-07, according to Thalinomics, a take on 
the economics of food by the Economic Survey.  

 For non-vegetarians, affordability has risen 18%. 
 The Survey also says that the forest and tree cover has reached 80.73 million 

hectares, which is 24.56% of total geographical area of the country 
 The job creation of salaried employees or regular wage employees increased by 

5% in 2017-18 (23%) as compared to 2011-12 (18%) 
 Women employment between 2011-12 and 2017-18 has increased by 8% 
 India has become the second largest emerging Green Bond Market after China 
 The Service sector accounts to 55% of the Indian Economy according to the 

Survey, contributing two-third of the FDI inflows and 38% of Indian exports. 
 The Economic Survey 2019 was focused on achieving Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi‘s vision of $5 Trillion Indian Economy by 2024-25. 
 
 The Government - revised the GDP growth estimates for 2018-19 and 2017-

18 in line with the revision policy of the National Statistical Office (NSO). 
 

 
 

 According to the revised estimates, GDP growth for 2018-19 has been reduced 
to 6.1% from 6.8%, while the data for 2017-18 was brought down to 7% from 
7.2%. 
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 Nominal GDP (without stripping impact of inflation) or GDP at current prices for 
the year 2018-19 is estimated at Rs 189.7 lakh crore against Rs 171 lakh crore 
for the year 2017-18, showing a growth of 11% during 2018-19 as compared to 
11% during 2017-18. 

 Real GDP or GDP at constant (2011-12) prices for the years 2018-19 and 2017-
18 stand at ₹139.81 lakh crore and ₹131.75 lakh crore, respectively, showing 
growth of 6.1% during 2018-19 and 7% during 2017-18 

 The NSO expects the economy to grow by 5% in 2019-20, its slowest pace in 11 
years. 

 

AWARDS 
 Veteran documentary film-maker S. Krishnaswamy - was recently awarded 

the Dr. V. Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award for his invaluable 
contribution to non-fiction filmmaking. 

 
 Union Minister of State for Environment Babul Supriyo and Minister for Cultural 

Affairs, Government of Maharashtra, Amit Vilasrao Deshmukh, presented the 
award to Krishnaswamy at the 16th edition of the Mumbai International Film 
Festival for Documentary, Shorts and Animation Films — MIFF 2020. 

 He has over 200 non-fiction films and a dozen television serials to his credit. 

SPORTS 
 Former India cricketers Rudra Pratap Singh, Madan Lal and Sulakshana 

Naik - were appointed members of the Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC) 
by the BCCI on January 31 

 The term of appointment will be for a period of one year 
 The CAC‘s immediate task will be to pick replacements for outgoing selectors, 

MSK Prasad and Gagan Khoda. 

 
 The CAC was not in existence ever since Kapil Dev, Anshuman Gaekwad and 

Shantha Rangaswamy stepped down in October last year after conflict of interest 
allegations were levelled against them. 

 The 34-year-old Pacer from Uttar Pradesh, R P Singh, is the youngest CAC 
member. 
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 Initially, Gautam Gambhir was announced as one of the CAC member, but was 
not eventually considered as he is a serving Member of Parliament, making way 
for Singh 

 
 Barcelona striker Lionel Messi - has become the first player to record 500 

wins in the history of Spanish football. 
 

 
 It is the highest number of wins ever recorded by a single player in Spanish 

football. 
 The 32-year-old Messi took 710 games to register this number of wins 
 He achieved the feat against Leganes in the Copa del Rey for his team, 

Barcelona  
 Having played 710 games overall, the Argentine‘s record stands at 500 wins 

(71%), 131 draws (18%) and 79 defeats (11%). 
 With 621 goals for Barcelona, the Rosario-born forward is nearing closer to 

surpassing Pele‘s all-time record of 643 goals for Santos 

WHAT IS ECONOMIC SURVEY? 

 

 

 


