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TAMIL NADU 
 Vellore – recorded a voter turnout of 72.62% on August 5 by-

elections  

 
 The Lok sabha constituency witnessed the cancellation of elections in April over 

allegations of money distribution to influence voters. 
 The counting of votes will take place on August 9 

 The Madras high court - appointed former DGP of Tamil Nadu 

Walter Isaac Devaram to monitor the Special Olympic fund misuse 

probe 

 A division bench of Justices Vineet Kothari and C V Karthikeyan directed Walter 
Devaram to monitor the probe conducted by the state commissioner for persons 
with disabilities into the allegation of misappropriation of funds by the organisers 
of Special Olympics Bharat’s football competition in Chennai 

 Walter Devaram is the president of Tamil Nadu Athletic Association 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – AUGUST 6, 2019 
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 The Madras high court - has constituted a two-member committee 

to inspect and report the present condition of the ‘Anantha Saras’ 

tank from where Athi Varadar’s idol is taken out once every 40 

years 

 The committee comprises M Karthikeyan, assistant solicitor general, and M 
Maharajan, pleader for Hindu religious and charitable endowments (HR&CE) 
department 

 Justice P D Audikesavalu passed the interim order on a plea seeking direction 
to the authorities concerned to clean, desilt, deepen and renovate the tank 
before the idol is returned there 

NATIONAL 
 The Lok Sabha - approved the amendments to the Motor Vehicles 

Act on August 5 

 The act was earlier approved by the Rajya Sabha 
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 The fresh amendments that have been brought includes a massive increase in 
fines for traffic violations 

 Under the new provisions, carrying more than two passengers including driver 
in two-wheelers will attract ₹1,000 fine and the driver will be disqualified for 
holding licence for three months.  

 Similarly, allowing a child below 14 years in a car without wearing seatbelt or 
child restraint will attract ₹1,000 fine. 

 The Lok Sabha – passes The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019 on 

August 5 

 It is now introduced in the Rajya Sabha 

 
 The Bill, introduced by Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan, seeks to ban 

commercial surrogacy and provides for constituting a National Surrogacy 
Board, State Surrogacy Boards, and the appointment of appropriate authorities 
for the regulation of the practice and process of surrogacy. 

 The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill regulates altruistic surrogacy and prohibits 
commercial surrogacy 

 It defines surrogacy as a practice where a woman gives birth to a child for an 
eligible couple and agrees to hand over the child to them after the birth. 

 The Bill allows altruistic surrogacy, which involves a surrogacy arrangement 
where the monetary reward only involves medical expenses and insurance 
coverage for the surrogate mother 

 The bill seeks to allow surrogacy by infertile Indian couples from a “close 
relative”, while prohibiting foreigners, NRIs and PIOs from undertaking 
surrogacy in the country.  

 Even singles, homosexuals and live-in couples cannot apply for surrogacy. 
 Only Indian couples who are legally married for at least five years and possess 

a certificate from a doctor stating that they are medically unfit to produce a child 
can opt for surrogacy 

 Besides, couples who already have children will also not be allowed to opt for 
surrogacy 
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 Lok Sabha – passes The Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Bill 2019 by a voice vote on August 5 

 Now, it will be sent to Rajya Sabha for approval 
 The Bill provides a mechanism for social, economic and educational 

empowerment of transgender 

 
 The bill makes provision for establishing a national authority for safeguarding 

rights of transgender 
 A contentious provision that criminalized begging by transgender people has 

been removed from the bill 
 According to the 2011 census, there are more than 4.80 lakh transgender in the 

country 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 July 2019 - was the warmest month across the globe ever 

recorded 

 
 The observation was based on the data released by the European Union’s 

satellite-based Earth observation network 
 The unusual heat across the globe was attributed to the continued greenhouse 

gas emissions and the resulting impact on global temperatures 

INDIAN STATES/UTs 
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 Rajya Sabha – adopts the J&K Reorganisation Bill, with 125 votes 

in favour and 61 against 

 Three key Opposition parties, the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), supported the government 

 The AIADMK, Lok Jan Shakti Party, Republican Party of India, Akali Dal, Shiv 
Sena, YSR Congress Party, Telangana Rashtra Samithi and Biju Janata Dal all 
voted in support of the legislation 

 The parties which opposed the Bill included the Congress, the DMK, the SP, 
the RJD, the CPI(M), the CPI, the Muslim League, the Kerala Congress and the 
MDMK 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


