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TAMIL NADU 
 

 Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami - announced a grant of `600 an acre 
to farmers who take up direct sowing of Paddy 

 A sum of ` 30 crore has been set aside for the scheme.  
 Initially, five lakh acres of land will be covered throughout the State 
 Direct sowing consumes less water than during transplant seedling from nurseries 
 The decision to promote direct sowing is expected to result in saving 40 tmc ft 

(thousand million cubic feet) to 45 tmc ft of water. 
 Apart from conserving water, the method will require less number of labourers as 

the crop can be harvested 10 to 15 days earlier than under the conventional 
method. 

 A substantial portion of the area identified for direct sowing of Paddy will be in 
Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam districts in the delta 

 Paddy crop is cultivated in 43.4 lakh acres in the state, of which 13 lakh acres 
accounted for from the Cauvery delta districts. 

 
 The Tamil Nadu government - plans to construct two more desalination 

plants of 150 MLD and 400 MLD at Nemmeli and Perur and two 45 MLD 
tertiary treatment reverse osmosis plants 

 These will ensure Chennai city has a permanent water supply capacity of 870 
million litres a day (MLD) in the next five years 

 Now when the four reservoirs that feed the city have water they can supply 560 
MLD, the city gets another 45 MLD from Veeranam, and180 MLD from two 
existing desalination plants at Minjur and Nemmeli 

 The 400 MLD desalination plant at Perur will be funded by Japanese agency, 
JICA 

 
 United States Coast Guard (USCG) cutter „Stratton‟ - docked at Chennai Port 

on August 23, as part of a goodwill visit 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – AUGUST 24, 2019 
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 This is the maiden visit of the national security cutter to India. 
 Before entering Chennai, Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and USCG Stratton took part 

in an Indo-USCG joint exercise off the coast in Bay of Bengal to share best 
practices between the two maritime forces 

 Indian Coast Guard ships ICGS Shaurya, ICGS Abheek and a Chetak helicopter 
were part of the joint exercise 

 The „Stratton‟ visit provided an opportunity to strengthen cooperation in maritime 
safety and security apart from providing inputs to combat threats to marine 
environment by oil spills and maritime security, including trafficking of people, 
drugs and firearms, piracy and illegal fishing. 

 The ship will stay anchored in the city till August 27. 
 The name „Stratton‟ was christened by former first lady Michelle Obama, after the 

woman captain who headed the Coast Guard women‟s reserve during World War 
II 

 

 Tangedco‟s financial burden - touched ₹6,032 crore, the highest among all 
discoms in the country 

 As per the data released by the Central Electricity Authority until June 2019, 
Tangedco‟s dues to the government-owned thermal and nuclear power 
generators shows steady increase 
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 Tangedco‟s pending payments to NLC stood at ₹3,460 crore, followed by ₹999 
crore to NTPC 

 Tangedco purchases a total of 5,836MW capacity of power from central thermal 
and nuclear units.  

 Uttar Pradesh (UPPCL) comes next to Tangedco in debt with nearly `4,404 crore 
dues pending to central units. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
 The Asia-Pacific Group (APG) of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) – 

places Pakistan in the “enhanced, expedited follow-up list”- for its non-
compliance and non-enforcement of safeguards against terror financing and 
money laundering 

 This is equivalent to being blacklisted, and the APG‟s conclusion will have an 
impact on Pakistan‟s prospects at the upcoming FATF plenary in Paris from 
October 18 to 23. 

 Pakistan was found to be non-compliant on 32 parameters out of 40.  
 On 11 effectiveness parameters, Pakistan was found to be “low” on 10. 
 In FATF, the legal jargon for a blacklist is a “public statement”, while a grey list is 

called a “compliance document.” 
 At present, Pakistan is on the “greylist” of the FATF, a common group for 

countries that are termed “high risk and non-cooperative jurisdictions”. 
 FATF added Pakistan on its Grey List in June 2018. 
 Pakistan had earlier been in the grey list of FATF during 2012 - 2015 
 On September 5, the APG will meet again, to take forward the main 15-month 

process of Pakistan‟s FATF evaluation 
 In the APG, the lowest level of action is called a “regular follow-up”.  
 The next level is the “enhanced follow-up” but the highest level watchlist is called 

the “enhanced expedited follow-up” which is the level Pakistan is on. 
 The APG is one of nine regional affiliates of the FATF 
 At present, there are 41 members of APG.  
 Countries that support terror funding and money laundering activities are placed in 

the Blacklist of FATF. 
 FATF is an international anti-money laundering regulator, established in 1989 

during the G7 Summit in Paris (France) 
 FATF Plenary consists of around 39 member countries including India, with China 

being the current President 
 FATF Secretariat is headquartered in Paris 
 Of these, 11 countries are also the members of the head FATF – India, China, 

Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand Singapore 
and the United States. 
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INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
 

 India and France – signed four agreements during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's state visit to the European country. 

 

 
 
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Paris-based National Centre for 

Space Studies (CNES) signed an agreement for the establishment of a ''joint 
maritime domain awareness mission'' to detect and tackle threats emanating from 
the sea 

 The other agreements were signed in the area of skill development and vocational 
training apart from information technology service in the fields of quantum 
computing, Artificial Intelligence and exascale supercomputing 

 They also signed an agreement between National Institute of Solar Energy 
(NISE), Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Government of India and the 
French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy Commission (CEA). 

 On August 25-26, PM Modi will participate in the G7 Summit meetings at Biarritz 
as a Partner at the invitation of President Macron in the sessions on Environment, 
Climate, Oceans and on Digital Transformation 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 The Indian Wolf (Canis lupus pallipes) - was sighted for the first time in the 

Papikonda National Park in the northern Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh 
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 The Indian Wolf falls under the Schedule-I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 
 The conservation status of the Indian Wolf is „Least Concern‟ on the Red List of 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
 

ECONOMY 
 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman – announces several measures to 

boost economy, comfort investors and revive growth 
 

 
 

 The measures come a week before the first quarter GDP numbers are to be 
released, which are expected to point to a further slowdown 

 They are aimed at beefing up sectors such as automobiles as well as micro, small 
and medium enterprises, both large job generators. 

 

SPORTS 
 Sai Praneeth - becomes the second men‟s singles shuttler from India to win 

a World Championships medal  
 The world No.19 defeated world No.4 Jonatan Christie of Indonesia in straight 

sets 
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 Praneeth was recently nominated for the Arjuna award and the 27-year-old 
justified the faith by entering the semifinals to play against World No 1 Kento 
Momota 

 

 
 

 India‟s P V Sindhu also entered the semi finals after defeating World No 2 and 
Asiad Gold winner, Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei 

 Sindhu had won bronze in 2013, 2014 and silver in 2017 and 2018 World 
Championships 

 Prakash Padukone was the first Indian male to win a Worlds medal, a bronze in 
1983. 

 
 India‟s junior (U-21) archers - earned their first medal at the World Archery 

Youth Championships, Madrid 
 

 
 

 The compound men‟s team comprising the trio of Sukhbeer Singh, Sangampreet 
Bisla and Sanjay Phadtare bagged Bronze medal in the event 

 
 The World Anti-Doping Agency (Wada) - suspended the accreditation of 

India‟s National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) for six months, starting 
August 20 

 The suspension prohibits NDTL from carrying out all anti-doping activities, 
including the analyses of urine and blood samples, until February 20, 2020 

 The National Anti-Doping Agency (Nada) can still collect samples, but will have to 
get them tested by a Wada-accredited lab outside India, possibly on a tie up with 
the Bangkok lab 
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 The suspension will be lifted only after the lab conforms to Wada‟s testing 
standards as per the International Standard for Laboratories (ISL). 

 The move follows the repeated warnings given to NDTL by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) to upgrade and update its testing procedures. 

 India figures sixth in the WADA‟s global list of dope cheats 
 

RANKINGS 
 The second instalment of Niti Aayog‟s Composite Water Management Index 

(CWMI 2.0) for the year 2017-18 - is released by Union water resources (Jal 
Shakti) minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
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 It ranks the states and Union Territories (UTs) as per their water management 
practices, enabling the stakeholders to formulate and implement suitable 
strategies for better management of water resources 

 

 
 

 Overall, Gujarat retained its top position while Delhi figured at the bottom in the 
new ranking  

 Haryana clocked the best improvement, jumping nine spots to No.7 this year from 
No. 16 last year 

 Overall 80% of the states assessed have, over the last three years, improved their 
water management scores. 

 However, 16 of the 27 states still score less than 50 points (out of 100), and fall in 
the low-performing category 

 Included among these states/UTs are Delhi, Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand 

 These states collectively account for 48% of the population, 40% of agricultural 
produce, and 35% of the economic output of India 

 None of the top 10 agricultural producers in India, except Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh, score more than 60 points on the CWMI 

 The overall Index was computed on the basis of scores on nine indicator themes - 
restoration of water bodies, groundwater source augmentation, supply-side 
management of irrigation, watershed development, participatory irrigation 
practices, sustainable on-farm water use practices, rural drinking water, urban 
water supply and sanitation and policy and governance.  

 These themes were allocated different index weights (points). 
 The Jal Shakti Ministry had on July 1 launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyaan, which is a 

campaign for water conservation and water security in 1592 water-stressed blocks 
in 256 districts 

 NITI Aayog had first launched the Composite Water Management Index in 2018 
with 2016-17 as the base year 
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AMAZON FOREST FIRES – A REPORT 

 

 


